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RESIDENCE AT PHILADELPHIA. 


ACCOUNT OF THE STATE OF PHILADELPHIA. 


S lam now on the eve.of my departure 

from Philadelphia, and as it is not pro- 
bable that I fhall be here again before-my de- 
parture for, Europe, | fhall fet down whateyer 
information I have been able to collect, refpe@- 
ing the city of Philadelphia and the ftate of 
Pennfylvania, in the feveral vifits I have paid to 
this part of the United States. 


ORIGIN OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 


This colony was founded 1681, by.the cele- 
brated Wriiiam Penn, from whom it derives 
its name; and to the is with which that 
great man conceived the plan of its government, 
and the wifdom and juftice of his adminittration, 
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is to be afcribed the rapid progrefs it made to a 
happy and flourifhing condition. 

The Englith government had given Admiral 
Penn reafon to expect the ceffion of this coun- 
try to him, in payment of a confiderable fum 
due to him from the public. The Admiral died 
before any thing was done in the affair ; and the 
petition prefented by William Penn, after his 
death, to claim the execution of the promife, 
was long oppofed by the agents of Lord Bat- 
‘TIMORE, proprietor of Maryland. It was not till 
towards the conclufion of the year 1681, that 
Charles the Second figned William Penn’s char- 
ter | 

At'this time feveral fpots on the banks of the 
Delaware were inhabited. They were at firft 
part of the province of New York occupied by 
Dutch fettlers, and afterwards were in the pof- 
feffion of the Swedes; till, in 1664, they ‘were 
finally united to the crown of England. 

The motives mentioned in the preamble of the 
patent granted to William Penn are, the fervices 
of Admiral Penn, and the laudable intentions of 
his’fon to add to the grandeur of the Britifh em- 

pire, by cultivating fuch branches of commerce 
in the territoriés ceded to him as would enrich 
Great Britain, and by civilifing the favage nations 

of the country. | 
| The 




















THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 3 


The limits of the Jands ceded by Charles Se- 
cond to William Penn, were, on the ecaft, the 
Delaware, from a fpot twelve miles to the north 
of Newcaftle, to the fortieth degree of latitude, 
in cafe, the words of the patent are, the river fhall 
extend thus far to the north; from this point a 
{traight line drawn to the weft, at right angles 
with the Delaware; and from that point, an- 
other: line drawn to the fouth; and. finally, a 
line drawn pprallel to that of the north, and 
making the boundary on the fouth, 

The. patent gave William Penn, and his heirs, 
the entire property of the province, fubject to 
the fupreme authority of the crown of England ; 
it ceded alfo the power of making laws, efta- 
blifhing a government, granting lands, and rarf- 
ing taxes. 

The commerce of the new province was to be 
fubject to the regulations of the Britifh legifla- 
ture, and was to be carried on only with Eng- 
land. » William Penn was obliged to appoint an 
agent in London, to anfwer to the crown for any 
violations of the laws regulating Britifh com- 
merce ; but it was provided, that in all difputes 
between William Penn, or his heirs, or the mer- 
chants of the colony, and the crown, the con- 
itruction of the laws fhould be fayourable to the 
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former, and the King’s minifters were enjomed 
to give them all poffible aid and protection. 
William Penn arrived at the banks of the De- 
Jaware in 1682, having with him a great many 
families of the people called Quakers. As he did 
not fuppofe, with the greater part of the found- 
ers of European colonies, that the place of his 
birth and the grant of his king were authorities 
for taking poffeffion of the territories of favage 
people, without their confent, hee treated with 
the natives for the lands with fuch equity, that 
he not only concluded his negociations without 
obftacles, and acquired the friendfhip and confi- 
dence of the Indians, but alfo conciliated the 


minds of the Dutch and Swedes already efta- 


blifhed in the country. The conduct of the 
Quakers, who accompanied Penn, was of the 
fame equitable character; fo that the new {fet- 
tlers, far from being difturbed by the Indians, 
received every aid thofe poor people could give 
them. And fo deeply rooted was the veneration 
of the Indian tribes’ for William Penn, that to 
this day, when thofe unhappy victims of Eu- 
ropean policy are daily driven from their habi- 
tations farther back into the wilds of the coun- 
try, and have too often to complain of other acts 
of injuftice, they are accuftomed to quote the 

| | tradition 
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tradition handed down to them of William 
Penn’s-humane and equitable conduct. Nor do 
they ever place an entire confidence in any trea- 
ties with Pennfylvania, or any other ftate, or 
even the Union, unlefs fome Quakers are pre- 
fent at the conference ;—* The defcendants of 
William Penn,’’ they fay, ‘ will never permit 
us to be deccived.” 

In 1683, William Penn began to lay the 
foundations of Philadelphia, at which time he 
formed a plan for the building of that city, which 
has fince been followed with great exactnefs. 

The country lying along the Delaware to the 
fouth of Newcaftle, was a little time afterwards 
granted by the crown to Willian Penn; and the 
county of Newcaftle was ceded to him by the 
Duke of York. | 

The inhabitants of this new colony amounted, 
in 1684, to no more than four thoufand. In 
1685, ninety veffels arriving from Europe, with 
emigrants from France, Holland, Germany, Swit- 
zerland, Finland, Denmark, Scotland, Ireland, 
and England, the population was encreafed to 
fixty-fix thoufand, of which nearly the half were 
Englith. 

The wifdom of the admimiftration,. but ftll 
more entire liberty in civil and -religious.mat- 
ters, brought a great influx of inhabitants, even 
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from other parts of America, to Philadelphia} 
and the city was ftill farther increafed in growth, 
by conditional grants of ground, and other poli- 
tical aids given to adventurers. 

In 1682, William Penn affembled the inhabi- 
tants of this new colony at Chefter; with the 
concurrence of whom he framed a conftitution, 
that vefted the legiflation of the ftate mn the go- 
vernor, affifted with a provincial council and a 
general aflembly.. The council was compofed of 
feventy members, chofen by the people. The 
governor or his deputy prefided in the council, 
and had three voices. A third of the council 
was re-elected annually. The general affembly 
was at fir{t compofed of all the inhabitants, but 
was {oon reduced to two hundred, and it was 
provided that it fhould never exceed five hun- 
dred. 

In the difcourfe pronounced by William Penn | 
on this occafion, he laid down a maxim, whofe 
truth ought to be inceffantly in the contempla- 
tion of every free people ;—“* Whatever,” he 
faid, ** be the form of a government, the people 
always are free when they fhare in the legiflative 
power, and are governed only by the laws. In’ 
thefe two-circumftances js the fecurity of all free- 
dom; without them, there can be nothing but 
defpotifm or anarchy. The legitimate objects of 


govern- 
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government are; the people’s refpect for the 
laws, and their fecurity againft the abufe of 
power. On thefe principles it. is, that the peo- 
ple are free, even in obedience, and the magif- 
trates honoured arid refpectable, for the impar- 
tiality of their adminiftration and their own fub- 
miffion to the laws.” 

In 1683, Wilham Penn offered a new contfti- 
tution to the inhabitants of Pennfylvania, of 
which they accepted. The number of repre- 
fentatives was now diminifhed ; and the preror 
gative of putting a negative upon laws paffed by 
the aflembly, given to the governor. 

Some difputes. between Lord Baltimore and 
William Penn, concerning their refpective pror 
perty, obliged the latter to go to England. In 
his abfence, the adminiftration of the govern- 
ment was committed to a council, who abufed 
their power, and ex cited difcontents, that Penn, 
while he remained in Europe, could neither pre- 
vent nor allay... The crown therefore refumed 
the government of the province, which was 
committed to the care of the governor of New 
York. 

About this period a new conftitution was efta- 
blifhed in Pennfylvania, differing from the former 
chiefly in this—that the general aflembly were 
now annually elected. 

Ba In 
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In 1699, William Penn arrived from Eng 
land, and again took the reins of government ; 


and it was in 1701, when he was about to em+ 


bark once more for England, that the conftitu+ 
tion of this province was eftablifhed on the foot- 
Ing oh which it reftéd till the revolution of Ame- 
rica, | 

The thrée counties of Newcaftle, Kent, and 
Suffex, (which at that time were known by the 
name of the three lower counties), refufing to ac- 
cept this new conftitution, William Penn grant 
td his right in them to EomuNnD SuippEN, and 
five others, and thefe counties were erected into 
a feparate government. ‘They had an affembly 
diftin@ from’ that of Pennfylvania, in which, 
however, the governor of Pennfylvania prefided ; 


‘and thefe three counties at prefent form the State 
of Delaware. 


William Penn purchafed from the Indians, by 
fuccefGve treaties, the country as far as the Sui 


guehanna, and even beyond, and‘ all that tract 
‘Of land extending from Duck Creek to the moun- 
tains. “He'died in 1718, efteemed, beloved, and 


regretted, by every one who had occafion at any 
time to have dealings with him. After his death 


“his heirs, the proprietors and governors of the 
J 


province, endeavoured ¢o extend their power, and 
foon began to claim exemptions from taxes for 


the 
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the lands the family of Penn had referved for 
itfelf, The houfe of reprefentatives oppofed 
thefe pretenfions with unremitting {teadineds ; 
and the hiftory of Pennfylvania, from that pe- 
riod to the late revolution in America, 1s’ no- 
thing more than a record of -difputes between 
the governors and the houfe of reprefentatives. 
Every queftion that came before the aflembly 
was the o¢cafion of a difpute ;-and the mutual 
jealoufy of thefe authorities prevented the efta- 
blifhment of neceflary regulations, which. the re- 
prefentatives of the people had not leifure to pro- 
pofe, or were unwilling to fubje& to the gover- 

nor s negative. 
NSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF PENNSYLVA-} 

NIA AFTER THE REVOLUTION. 

At the time of the revolution in America, the 
conftitution of Pennfylvania was changed. ~The 
proprictors were then abfent; and the people, by 
their reprefentatives, eftablifhed a conttitution, 
in the following manner. 

The legiflative authority was delegated to a 
houfe of reprefentatives, chofen annually by the 


feveral counties. To become an ele¢tor, it was 
neceffary to be an inhabitant, a defcendant of 
Europeans, and free—to have arrived at the age 
of twenty-one, and to have refide da year in Penn- 
fylvania, — 
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The number of the reprefentatives was to be 
proportioned to the population of each county ; 
the only qualification to be a candidate for re- 
prefentative was, a refidence for the two laft-years 
in the fame county, but no reprefentative was 
eligible to be re-elected till after an interval of 
four years. Every reprefentative, before he took 
his feat, was obliged to read and fign the follow- 
ing declaration— That he believed in one God, 
whe created the univerfe, and governs it by his pro- 
vidence, and who rewards the good and punifhes the 
wicked; and that he acknowledged the Old and 
New Teftaments to have been written by divine in- 
Spiration. 

The houfe of reprefentatives had the power of 
making laws confiftent with the fpirit of the con- 
ftitution. All a¢ts were to be paffed by a ma- 
jority of at leaft two-thirds of the members pre- 
fent , and laws were not to be in force till the ex- 
piration of one year from the time of their pail- 


‘ing. During that interval they were to be pub- 


lifhed inthe gazettes, that the people might have 
opportunity to know their nature, and that the 
public opinion might be made known refpecting 
neceflary amendments. 

The number of reprefentatives in 1789 were 
feventy-two. 


The executive power was placed in the fu- 
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preme council of Pennfylvania, compofed of a 
prefident, vice-prefident, and fifteen. members 
chofen by the people, one in each county. This 
council was chofen for three years, and a third 
was renewed annually by an election. The pre- 
fident and vice-prefident were annually choten, 
by an atlembly compofed of the houfe of repre- 
fentatives and the fupreme council; but they 
were chofen among the members of the fupreme 
council. 

Another council compleated the political bedy 
of this ftate; it was called the council of cenfors, 
and was compofed of two members from each 
county, chofen annually by the people. The 
members could not be re-elected till after an in- 
tervaliof feven years. Their functions were, to 
guard the rights of the conftitution ; to enquire 
imto ufurpations of the legiflature, or the fu- 
preme council; to enquire whether the taxes 
were equitably impofed, faithfully levied, and 
expended with economy; in a word, to fee the 
laws juftly adminiftered. ‘They had the power 
to fummon any individual before them; to fuf- 
pend the deliberations of the legiflature ; to ex- 
amine its a@s, and to recommend the annulling 
of fuch as appeared to them inconfiftent with 
the conftitution. ‘They had, befide, the power 

of 
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of calling a convention to change the conftitu- 
tion, to which they had authority to propofe 
fuch reforms as they fhould deem neceffary. In 
the cafe of their calling a convention, they were 
enjoined to give notice of it in the gazettes; 
during fix months previous to its meeting. 

As democratic as this conftitutton was, there 
were many who {till withed for further innova- 
tion; and while it was in exiftence, the State 
of Pennfylvania was divided by two factions, one 
of which was called the con/titutionalifis, and the 
other republicans. The latter demanded two 
houfes, on the plan of the majority of the United 
States. The conteft for power was eager; and 
the public intereft, as is too often the cafe, was 
facrificed to the interefts of parties, F inally the 
republicans prevailed ; and in 1790, the conttitu- 
tion at prefent in force was framed by a conyen- 
tion. 


THE PRESENT CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


The conttitution “of Pennfylvania, like thofe 
of all the other United States, feparates the exe- 
cutive from the legiflative power. 

The legiflature is compofed of a houfe of re- 
prefentatives and a fenate. 

The members of the houfe of reprefentatives 


are 
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are chofem in each county by the electors, with 
the exception of thofe who are returned by the 
citizens of Philadelphia. 

The number of reprefentatives for a county is 
in proportion to the population, but each county 
returns at leaft one. To keep the number in 
each county correfpondent with the population, 
an account of the inhabitants is taken every feven 
years, according to which the legiflature declares 
the number that each county fhall return. 

The number of reprefentatives 1s never to ¢x- 
ceeda hundred. The houfe of reprefentatives is 
elected annually. “The qualifications for mem- 
bers are,—the arrival at the age of twenty-one ; 
the right of citizenfhip acquired three years pre- 
vious to the election ; and a previous refidence of 
three years in the county. 

The fenate is ele&ted for four years; but a 
fourth of the fenators is renovated annually. 

The fenators are elected by diftricts, formed 


by feveral counties, according to their popula- 


o 


tion; but no diftrict is permitted to return more 


than four fenators. 

The number of the fenators is never to be lefs 
than the fourth part of the houfe of reprefenta- 
tives, nor ever exceed the third. 

The qualifications for a fenator are,—the ar- 


rly al at the age of eshaeee ss one; the right of. 


citizenfhip ; 
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eitizenthip ; refidence for four years'in the ftate; 
and a refidence of the year preceding the election 
in the diftrict. 

The governor is eleGted for three years, and 1s 
not eligible to continue in-office more than nine 
years in twelve. The qualifications for the can- 
didate for the office of governor, are—the arrival 
at the age of thirty; and the right of citizenfhip 
of feyen years ftanding, and feven years refidence 
in the ftate. 

The qualification of refidence in the ftate is 
not neceflary to a candidate for the office of go- 
vernor, or member of either of the houfes of Ié- 
giflature, when he has been abfert on the fer- 
vice Of the Union or the State. 

The fame electors chufe the governor and the 
two houfes of the legiflature.. The qualifications 
of an elector are,=the arrival at the age of 
twenty-one ; two years refidence in the ftate pre+ 
wious to the election: and the payment of taxes 
for the laft fix months. The fons cf inhabitants 
paying taxes are exempt from the laft qualifica- 
tion.. 

Laws for the impofition of taxes mutt originate 
in the:-houfe of reprefentatives; but the fenate 
may make amendments in them. 

‘Phe treafurer of the ftate is annually appoint- 
ed by the legiflature. 


All 
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All other places under the government, civil 
and military, are filled by the governor; who 
appoints alfo the fheriffs and coroner in each 
county, from two candidates prefented to him 
by the electors. 

The governor has the prerogative of granting 
pardon to conviéts, or of mitigating thar fen- | 
tence. ; i 

The a&s of the legiflature muft receive his 
fignature, to have the force ofa law, which fig- 
nature is to be affixed to the act within ten days 
of its being prefented to him ; except in the cafe 
ef his refufing his affent, when his refufal is to . 
be accompanied with a declaration of his mo- 
tives. The motives of refufal are to be taken 
into confidération by the two houfes; and if 
two-thirds of each perfift in paffing the act, the 
governor is to place his fignature to it, notwith- 
ftanding his objections. It thenceforth becomes 
law, and he is to provide for its execution. 

The judicature is divided mto five tribunals ; 
1. the Supreme Court, compofed of a chief- 
juftice and four other judges. This court holds 
its fittings at Philadelphia, in January, April, 
and September; in the firft of which months, 
the fittings laft for three wecks, and in the two 
others for fifteen days. | 3 

2. The Courts of Oyer and Terminer, com- 

pany 
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poied of one of the judges of the a ne, court, 
and judges of the diftrict, the coun y being di- 
wided into five diftricts for the Ari of this 
jurifdiction. The judges: make: the-circutt,of 
the diftrict, and take RO of both civil 
and criminal! -caufes. | 

3. The Court of Common Pleas, compofed of 
a prefident who is one of the judges of the dif- 
trict, and juftices of the peace in» the county. 
This court is held'in the county, and takes cog- 
nizance only ef civil caufes. 

4.- The Court-of Quarter. Seflions, compofed 
only of juftices of the peace, and. held every 
three months in the county. 

5.°Uhe Court of Errors and Appeal, compofed 
of a prefident who has no other: function, and 
the judges, who are prefidents of the feveral] 
courts of common pleas. This court is held 
every year at Philadelphia, beginning its fittings 

n the firft of July. 

The Sapreme Court, and the Courts of Cir- 
cuit, have the powers of the Court of Chancery 
veited 1n them. 

Phe refpective judges are appointed. by the 
governor, and cannot be difplaced but by a fen- 
ence of the fenate, upon an accufation from the 
houfe of reprefentatives ; ; Or, where-the accufa- 
tion is- not of a criminal nature, by the’ gover- 

nor, 
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nor, on the requifition of two-thirds of each of 
the two houfes of the legiflature. 

The concluding chapter of the conftitution of 
Pennfylvania contains a declaration of rights, 
eitablifhed on the pureft principles of civil and 
religious liberty: 

No teft is required from perfons holding public 
offices, excépt a declaration to uphold and defend 
the conftitution. No profeffion relative to reli- 
gioh is demanded of them. The declaration is 
made upon oath, or fimplé affirmation, aceord- 
ing to the pleafure of the perfon making it; and 
this feéms ? neceflary provifion in a tate in 
which Quakers are aS numerous as in that of 

ennfylvania. 

Votes at ani eleCtion are given in writing ; and 
the judges wlio prefide, before they receive'a Vote, 
are to makean entry of the name and qualifi- 
cation of the voter, that the fame perfon niay 
not vote twice, or vote without the right of fuf- 
frage: | 

The tranquillity of Pennfylvania has beén un- 
difturbed fince the eftablifhment 6f this conftitu- 
tion, except in the inftance of a‘ partial infur- 
rection in 1794, of which I fhail have occafion to 
fpeak hereafter. 

This ftate is bleffed with a high degree of prof- 
penty: Population increafes “in “an -aftonifhing 


Vor. IV. S progreffion. 


| 


ee ——_—_—- = 


. 
SSS eee 








18 TRAVELS PHROUGH 


progreflion.. Commerce is more flo ifhing thare 
in any of the other ftates; and every corner of it 
is peopling with emigrations from Europe, or 
from the other ftates of the Untor. 


THE LAWS IN GENERAL. 


By the grant of Charles Second to Witham 
Penn;, it was provided, that the laws of England 
relative to property, and alfo the laws relative to 
crimes, fhould be in force in Pennfylvama, till 
others fhould be formally fubftituted by himieif, 
and the freemen of the new province, or the1 
deputies. | 

In the eftablifhment of this colony, the com 
mon law of England, and feveral of its ftatute 
laws, were naturally adopted; but many of thefe 
not being found in any written code of Pennfyl+ 
vatlia, they.are to be regarded indifcriminately as 
the-common law of Pennfylvania. 

When the revolution took place, thefe laws 
ceaicd to be obligatory, by the connection with 
England being deftroyed. But they were con- 
firmed in the firft independent legiflature by an 
exprefs | aw, till they fhould be repealed by fuc- 
ceeding acts of the legiflature. This wife meas 
fure was neceffary in the agitation of a revolu- 
tion; that fearcely affords the coolnefs and leifure 
required for the formation of a new code of laws S; 
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or eyen the careful revifion of an ancient fyftem. 
Many of the laws fince that peridd have been 
repealed, or amended; thofe which dre at prefent 
in force have been lately collefted and publifhed 
by Mr. Daruas; fecretary of the ftate of Penn- 
fylvania, a lawyer of great emirierice, and who is 
allowed, even by men of oppofite fentiments in 
politics, to poflefs a clear judgment, ‘and a pro- 
found knowledge: in the laws 


THE CODE OF CIVIL LAWS IN PARTICULAR. 

I fhall {peak only of the moft interefting of the 
code of civil laws; and in the firtt place, of that 
which regulates the property of perfons dying in- 
teftate: This law, which was pafied in 1794, 
revokes all preceding lawson the fame fubject, 
the Jaft of which was pafied in 1764... 

By the exifting law, the widow of a perfon 
dying inteftate ahs a third of all his perfonal 
property and an intereft for life in the real eftate. 
‘The other two-thirds are divided equally among 
the legitimate children; already born or pofthu= 
mous; and after the death of the widow, the 
third of the real eftate in which fhe had a life- 
intereft; is equally divided among the children. 

When a perfon dying inteftate leaves. no 
widow, the whole of the property is equally di- 
yided among the children. 
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Wher a-perfon dying inteftate leaves a widow 
«#ithout children; the widow takes half the per- 
fonal property, and a lite-intereft in half the real 
eftate; the remainder ts divided among the neareit 
relations of the deceafed; to whem alfo defcends, 
at the death.of the widow, the half of the reak 
eftate enjoyed by her during her life. 

This law determines the preference to be givers 
to the degrees of relationfhip ; and regulates the 
manner of valuing, felling, and dividing the pro- 
perty among the co-heirs. 

The abolithed law of 1764, had given to the 
eldeft of the fons of the perfon dying inteftate,. 
a fhare of the property equal to two of the other 
children. 

The common-law of England is followed in: 
Pennfylvania; in: the difpofition of the property 
of a woman dying inteftate; the whole of the 
perfonal property belongs to the hufband, and: 
alfo the enjoyment of the real eftate during his 
life. 

If there are children of the marriage, or their 
reprefentatives, they divide the property of the 
mother after the death of the tather. 

The liberty of difpofing of property by wall 
without leaving ‘any part to children, is entire im 
Pennfylvania, and is confidered as a fecurity for 
the good behaviour of children. It is very un- 
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common to find a parent making a bad ufe 


this liberty; which appears, however, to be 
greater than a juft man would defire. It is nat 
unufual for a parent todeave his eldeft fon a dou- 
ple portion of ‘his property, but-public opinion 
‘condemns every difpefition in which the eldeft 
fon is favoured beyond that propertion. 

By a law pafled in 1786, no divorce can be 
adjudged but in the following cafes ;—-1. For in- 
ability in the hufband, or incapacity of the wite 
to bear children. 

2. Fora preceding marriage of one of the par 


ties, the former wife or hufband being ill alive, 


i 
Ql 


whe en the fecond marriage took place. 

8. For adultery, proved by one of se parties. 

4. For the voluntary abfence of either of -the 
parties, without reafonable caufe pao the houfe 
of the married parties during oar fucceeding 
~~ 
In each of thefe cafés tne fapreme court has 
the power of pronouncing a fentence of divoree. 
‘The forms ef procceding are prefcribed by the 
jaw; and it is provided, that they cannot be re- 
forted to, by any hufband or wife, except where 
the parties have refided .one year at leat in the 
ftate. 

When a married perfon, on the report of the 
death of the hufband or wife, after an abfence of 
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two years, marries again, fuch perfon is not to 
be judged guilty of adultery ; but the hufband 
or wife who has been thus reported dead, may, 
on his or her return, claim the diffolution of the 
marriage made during his or her abfence, and 
the reftitution of the wife or hufband, provided 
the claim is made within a year after the return 
of fuch perfon. | 135: Tee Wt ge 3 
A hufband who confents to his wife's adultery 
is not intitled to a divorce; and where a divorcé 
is obtained for adultery, the party convicted of 
the crime is not at liberty to marry with the per- 
fon who was his or her partner in'the guilt. : 
The law grants a feparation, when the wife 


proves that fhe has been ill-treated by her huf- 


band; and compels the hufband to afford a main- 
tenance to the wife after the feparation, not ex 
ceeding the third of his revenue ; but every fen- 
7 


tence of feparation is to be revifed by the high 


court of errors and appeals, if either of the parties 
chufes to appeal. | 
Bya law pafied in 1780, the children of flaves 
born after that period are declared free; but they 
are liable to ferve the matters of their parents till 
the age of twenty-eight. The fame law ordained 
the regiftering, in the public books of certain of 
ficers, the names of the flaves then refiding in the 
ftate; and fuch flaves as were not fo regiftered 


were 
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vere declared to be free. Iteprovided that all 
flaves fhould be tried by the fame tribunals, and 
with the fame forms, as other’ citizens of the 
tate ; but it prohibited the teftimony of a flave 
againft a freeman. The proprietors of flaves were 
compelled by this law to provide for their fubfitt- 
ence, even in the cafe of their not being teeif- 
tered; and the manner was prefcribed for the 
recovery of a flave who had efcaped from his 
matter, It was forbidden to-engage any negro 
or mulatto above the age of twenty-one to be 
bound for any longer term than feven years. 

A law that was paffed in May 1788 explained 
and amended the law of 1780. Every flave 
brought into the State of Pennfylvania, either 
by an inhabitant of the {tate or any perfon com- 
ing to refide there, was declared free as foon as 
he entered ow the territories of the ftate.. No 
perfon could take with him, or fend away to an- 
other ftate, a flave engaged only fora term, with- 
out the> confent of the flave officially declared 
before a juftice of the peace. A fine of one hun- 
dred and fixty dollars is to be paid for every of- 
fence againft this provifion of the law. ‘The 
children of flaves born after the’ firft of March 
1780, who were fubjeét to fervitude till the age 
of twenty-eight, were to be enregifiered in_the 
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books of the proper officers, in default of which 
they were declared free. 

The trading in negroes was prohibited, under. 
the penalty of the confifcation of the veficl em- 
ployed in or deftined to that traffic, and a fine 
of two thoufand two hundred and fifty dollars. 
Every matter of.a flave, whether during his life 
or for a term of years, was prohibited, under the 
penalty of one hundred and twelye dollars, to re- 
move hufband and wife, or parents and their 
children, to the diftance of more than twelve 
mules from each other, without their previous. 
confent. Where yiclence is ufed by the matter, 
or perfecution or falfe pretences to effect the £ (epa- 
ration contrary to this law, the finc is doub! ed, 
and the offender to be imprifoned for fix or twelve 
months, ‘The granting liberty to a flave, whe; 
ther he is fo for life or a term of years, requires 
no other formality than the fi gnature of the mat- 
ter declaring him to he free. 

The common law of England is {till in: force 
in Pennfylvania, relative to the hi ing of domef- 
tics, and the taking of apprentices, Parents may 
therefore ¢ engage as children as a apprentices and 
domeftics up to the age of twenty-one ; and after. 
that age young people may make agrcements for 
themfelves til] they are twenty-eight. Proyifions 


are 
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are made by the law merely to prevent abufes in 
thefe engagements. Among the reft are—the-de- 

claration before juftices of the peace of the perfon 
engaged to bea fervant or apprentice, that he en- 
gages himfelt voluntarily.; a prohibition) to every 
matter to fend fervants or apprentices out of the 
ftate; and a fine impofed upon all perfons offend- 
ing againit that claufe, or retaining the ¢ perfons 
fo engaged beyond the term of the contract. 

The law alfo authorifes the engagement, fora 
limited period, of perfons arriving from Europe, 
who cannot otherwife difcharge the debts they 
have conttaéted with the mafters of veilcls tor 
their paflage. 

The overfeers of the poor may make engage- 
ments for the children of the poor as apprentices, 
but not for any term exceeding their arrival at 
the age of twenty-one ; and provifions are made 
for the proper treatment ot fuch apprentices and 
domeftics by their matters. 

It is under the fanGtion of the forms of this law 
that emigrants, arriving here from the French 
colonies fince the French Revolution, have been 
able to-retain their flaves. Having conducted 
them-before magiftrates, they engage them ‘till 
the time when they fhall attain the age of twenty- 
one, or twenty-eight ; but the confent of the 
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3 


negro to this effect is neceflary, without which 
they are declared free. | 

There is no law in Pennfylvania, directly en- 
acted by the degiflature of the ftate, relative to 
bankruptcies; on this fubje& the law of England 
is followed. That which relates to the infolvent 
debtors 4g encumbered with the iaconyeniences | 
which fuch laws {eldom avoid. It provides that 
infolvent perfons, imprifoned for debt, {hall be 
difcharged and freed from further purfuit, on a 
declaration made by them of the ameunt of their 


property and the iclitiicclicagn of it te their 


creditors. But if the debtor afterwards acquires 


other property, he may he again fued, It will be 


felt, that the debtor, being once .enlarged, may 


fecrete his new acquifitions from his creditor, or 
that he may be dithoneft in his declaration ‘con- 
cerning his property ; but it will-alfo be felt, that 
it is lefs difficult to raife objections. to this mild 
provifion of the law, than to fubftitete one that 
would protec the lioneft and unfortunate debtor, 
while it fecured the creditor from frauds. . The 
decay of morals in Pennfylvania renders a pro- 
vifion for this laft-mentioned object» neceffary ;. 
and the legiflature is engaged 1 in framing a law 
for that purpofe. | 

It was propofed in’ the lat f{efGon to abolifh 
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arrefts for debt, and to leave to the moncy- 
lender and the merchant the talk of gee 
The Sfepbaton was ‘aasilvcad by a great iiedibes 
of the members; but was oppor fed by a majority, 
and thrown out: 

Chicane will find means to prolong the term 
ef nine months, which is the term confumed by 
the resular forms in the recovery of a debt: and | | 
it is not unufual to fee it thus employed in Penn- | 
fylvania. . 

By alaw of Pennfylvania, cognizance is #iven 
to juftices of the peace of all actions for debt not | 
exceeding fifty-three dollars. . The object of the i| 
legiflature in this law was, to fave expence in 
the moft frequent actions for debt, and in which 
the parties were the leaft capable of defraying it; 
but ‘an appeal to the fuperior tribunals is given to 
the defendant. This law met with much oppo- 
fition before it paffed, and chiefly from lawyers 
who imagined it would effect their practice ; but 
experience has fhewn the wifdom of the provi- 
fion. There is {carcely an inftance of. an appeal 
from the decifions of the juftices ef the peace ; 
and the expences of recovering debts before them 
are.twenty times lefs than before the fuperior tri- 
bunals with the aid of advocates. 
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THE CRIMINAL LAWS.—PRISONS. 

It is on the fubject of criminal laws that philge 
fophy has had the moft noble and ufeful influe 
encé in Pennfylvania; and in this refpect. the 
government may juftly fervye for a model to the 


- relt of the world. 


I cannot proceed with this fubje@t without re- 
peating part of what I have faid in anather work, 
publithed with this titlk—Ox the Prifous of Phiz 
ladelphia ; to which I will refer fuch of my read~ 
€rs as require a.more particular detail on this in- 
teretting fubject. 

Since the year 1798, no crime but wilful mur- 
der is punifhed with death. Other crimes are 
punifhed with imprifonment, for more or lefs 
time, and with circumftances of greater or lefs 
deverity, according to the nature of the offence ; 
the Governor in all cafes having the prerogative 
to mitigate the punifhment ; for although it hag 
appeared to the wife legiflators of this ftate, that 
the certainty with which punifhment follows 
crimes will greatly diminith them, the hope. of 
obtaining pardon by fubfequent good conduct has 
no lefs appeared to them a motive of fubf{tantial 
reform in criminals. They very properly thought 
that all punifhment thould have the amendment 


of the offender for its object, and ought even to 
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farnith him with the means of reform; and this 
valuable maxim is the bafis of the policy of the 
prifons in Philadelphia. 
« The adminiftrators of the prifons have-added 
this truly wile principle ; that the imprifonment 
of a criminal’ being a reparation to fociety, it 
ought as little as poffible to be a burden on its | | 
finances. i 
They have propofed, therefore, the following | 
objects in their regulations : 1) 
ift. That the economy of the prifons fhould, : 
as much as pofiible, tend to detach the prifoners 
from their former habits, and lead them to re- 
fe&ions on their condition, and confequently to 
amendment. 
od. That all arbitrary proceedings, and cru- {I 
elty, and injuftice in. the jailors, fhould be-eare- 
fully excluded, fince they difpofe the mind of 
the prifoner to malice and revenge, inftead of j | 
begetting fentiments of contrition. | 
3d. Phat the prifoner fhould be conftantly 
employed in fome profitable labour, to wean him 
from habits of idlenefs, to defray the expences of 
the prifon, and to provide fome refource for the 
time when he returns again to focicty. 
The convicts in the prifons are divided into 
two claffes; the firtt are fuch as are convicted of 
crimes formerly punifhed with death, and their 
fentence 
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wathed twice a year. 








re. | 


fenténce always includes’ /olitary confinement fot 
part of the time of their imprifonment. The 
quantity of folitary confinemént is at the difcre- 
tion of the judge, within thefe bounds—that rt 
thall not exceed half of thé time of the imprifon- 
ment,-nor be lefs than thé twelfth part. .The 
other clafs of convicts are fuch as ‘are fentenced 
for inferior offences; and who aré not confe- 
quently condemned to folitary confinement: 

The cells for folitary confinement ere cight 
feet by fix, and nine in height. They aré always 
on the firft or fecond floor of the prifon, aré 
vaulted, and detached from the reft-of the build 
mg. They are warmed by a ftove which ftands 
in the corridor facing the ¢Célls: The convicts 
fhut in by two doors of iron and frated, Teceives 
the benefit of the fire without being able ta 
convert it to mifchievous purpotes. The cell is 
hghted by the doors leading to the corridor; and 
more immediately by a window. It has.a-water- 
clofet, through which frefh water can be always 
turned at the pleafure of the prifoner: No pre- 
caution for cleanlinefs or health is orgotten. The 
cells; as well as ey ery part-of the prifon,.is white+ 
The prifoner fleeps on a 
mattrafs, and is well furnithed with covering: 

Thus delivered over to folitude, and the. bit- 
terneis of reflection and remorife, the convict has 
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no communication with human beings; except 
that once a day the turnkey’ brings him a coarfe 
pudding made of Indian wheat. 

It is not till after the convict has paffed fome 
time in this feclufion from fociety that he obtaiis* 
permiffion to read, or to be furnifhed with fuch 
employinent as his ftrict confinement will admit 
of. 

The convidt never quits his cell during the 
term for which he is condemned to folitary con- 
finement, not even to walk in the corridor, ex- 
cept in the cafe of ficknets. | 

It is left to. the infpectors of the prifons to fay of 
in what part of the whole term of the imprifon- iH 
ment the time of the folitary confinement fhall vl 
take place ; provided the prifoner actually faffers ii 
the quantity of folitary confinement named iD, | 
the fentence: It is ulually infls rece when the iil 
convict enters the prifon; becaufe the fevereit 
part of the fentence ought in juftice 
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as poffible, to follow the cnme; cee ther 
gour of this feclufion would: be unjuftly increaicd 
wf the prifoner had already enjoyed the common 
liberty of the prifon; becaufe the feclufion from: 

fociety is defigned: to lead the prifoner to reflec- 
tion ‘on the crimes whofe punifhment falls fo 
heavily on him; and, becaufe the fudden and 
abfolute change of food affects the temperament 
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of the prifoner and inclines him to the difpofition 
that precedes repentance. 

The infpectors.of the prifons place great con 
fidence in the abftinence they impofe on: the 
convict condemned to folitary confinement ; e+ 
garding it as the fureft means.of his amendment, 
by the change it effects in his ideas and temper. 
This notion feems to have influenced the founs 
ders of fuch religions as enjom fafts and abfti- 
nence; and he who reflects on the power of out 
organs over thé qualities of our mind will not fail 
to applaud the infpectors of the prifons im: Phis 
ladelphia for thé fagacity of their fyftem: 

A -conviét who ‘is not fentenced te folitary - 
confinement is, on his entrance into the prifon; 
put into a common room with others. His 
clothes are taken off, and in fome cafes burnt} 
and a drefs common to all the prifoners given 
to him. He 1s inftru&ted in the regulations of the 
prifon, and examined re{pecting the fpecies of las 
bour he is capable of purfuing. 

The civil officer who condués the convi& te 
prifon, delivers to the infpetors a paper contain- 
ing an-account of -his offence; the circumftances 
by-which «it: is heightened or extenuated; the 
facts that appeared on his trial; the erimes of 
which he has in'any former time been accufed; 
in a. word, the entire character and hiftory: of the 


man. 
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man as far as it can be gathered. The document 

‘ is tranfmitted by the court that pronounced. the 
fentence; and enables the infpectors to form 
an opinion of the prifoner, and to conduct them- 
{elves toward him as the cafe requires. 

The labour allotted to prifoners is proportioned 
to their ftrength, and proficiency in the employ- 
ment. In the_prifons there are looms ; carpens 
ters’ benches; and fhops fitted up for fhoe- 
makers and taylors. Convi@s that-cannot avail 
themfelves of any of thefe, are employed in faw- 
ing, or polifhing marble; preparing the cedar for 
pencils; grinding plaifter of Paris: combing wool ; 
or beating hemp. The infpectors have lately 
added a manufacture of nails, which employs a 
great many hands, and produces a large profit 
to the prifon. Conviéts that are unable te endure 
hard labour, and are little expert at any thing, are 
employed in forting wool, horfe-hair, and flax. 

The bargain for the labour of the prifoners is 
made between the jailor and the tradefmen of 
the city, in the prefence of the convi&. Out of 
his earnings, the convict pays for his board, his 
portion of the common expences of the houfe, 
and the ufe and wear of his tools ; the rate of 
payment for thefe things, being neceflarily go- 
verned by circumftances, is fixed by the in{fpec- 
tors four times in every year; it is at prefent 
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fifteen pence per day, and an old man, who cari 
do nothing but pick hemp; is able to gain one 
and twenty or two arid twenty pence per day. 
There are convicts who carn more than a dollar 
per day. . 

Befides the money which the convict pays to 
the prifon from his earnings, the law compels 
him to reimburfe the ftate the expences of ‘his 
trial, and to pay a fine which is always part of 
the fentence. The fine includes a fum to be 
paid into the treafury of the ftate ; and in cafe of 
theft, a fin fufficient to pay for the ftolen pro- 
perty. The money to be paid into the treafury 
is frequenly remitted, but never the expences of 
the trial, nor’the reftitution of the ftolen pro- 
perty. © The county advances the money for the 
expences of the trial; and is repaid from the’ 
labour of the convict, if his family or friends do 
not. pay it for him. 

The women are employed in fpinning, few- 
ing, combing: wool, and wafhing for the prifon: 
They. pay feven-pence per day for their board ; 
and they can earn more than that. if they are 
induftrious. As their labour is not fo hard as 
that of the mien their food is lefs expentfive. 

The jailor does not here, as is too frequently 
the practice in other places, levy contributions 
on misfortune and mifery. Nothing is de- 
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manded on the prifoners entrance into prifon, 
or on his quitting it; nothing for particular in- 
dulgences to the individual. 

~The fmallnefs of the falary of certain fitua- 
tions in Kurope feems to authorife thofe who 
‘fill them in the exations by which they inereafe 
their revenue: and it is difficult for perfons of 
higher rank, whofe office it is: to fupcrintend 
their conduct, to make rigid enquirics where 
they know the fubaltern has not the falary to 
provide the néceffaries of life. 

The rapacious exactions to which I allude, are 
exercifed by perfons of the vileft condition in fo- 
ciety; ahd they are often levied as an indemnity 
for the contempt and hatred which thofe perfons 
encounter. | | 

But here, where tio prifoner is evet put 
in irons; where blows and even ill language 
is ftriGly forbidden to all perfons who approach 
them; where the whole economy of the. prifon 
tends to make it a fceneof reform; the office of 
jailor never wounds the delicay of the moft ho- 
nourable characters, The falaries are very fuffi- 
cient, even of the under jatlors; the daily vifits 
of the infpé@ors are a complete check upon the 
jailors, and not only excludes all exaction, but 
produces conftant evidence that none can exit 
in the prifons. | 
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Every prifoner has a {mall book in which are 
entered the bargains made in his prefence for his 
labour, and the amount of the produce ; and 
arainft this, his debts for the expences of his 
Gat: the fine to which he is condemned, the 
fum to be paid for the ufe and deftruction of his 
tools, his clothes, and his board; and the ac- 
count is audited and pafled every three months 
in the prefence of the infpectors. _ A copy of the 
account is entered in a general regifter; and is 
alfo paffed every three months. 

The produce of the labour is paid into the 
treafury of the county, which thus becomes the 
banker of the prifoner, to prevent the fufpicions 
that would arife if the jailor held the money in 
his hands. The jailor, in fact, is no more than 
the agent between the convict and his employer ; 
and the price of labour in the prifon is the fame: 
as out of doors ; and the infpectors take care that 
no fraud is practifed upon the convicts. 

The jailor purchates the provifions in the pre- 
fence of the infpectors. A certain quantity 1s 
allowed to each prifoner, and is weighed out be- 
fore the cook, who is himfelf a convidt, and 18 
paid by his fellow prifoners for his labour. 

To thefe precautions of inceffant infpection, 
and of the ample falary of the jailors, which 
removes the temptation to fraud on their part, 18 
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joined the powerful controul of public opinion. 
The humanity and inflexible probity of the in- 
fpectors is fo maniteft, their defire of the wel- 
fare of the convicts is fo unequivocal, and their 
care that no injuftice be done them fo conftant, 
that to rob them would appear in the public eye 
a more deteftable crime than any other {pecies of 
robbery. 

The rooms in which the prifoners fleep are on 
the firft floor ; each room contains ten or twelve 
bedfteads, furnifhed with mattrafles, fheets, and 
a fufficiency of covering ; and every prifoner has 
a bed to himfelf. Each room is well aired and | 
well lighted. The prifoners quit their chambers | 
at day-break, and do not return till the hour of 
going to bed. They are then fhut up without 
light. When the weather is fevere, a little fire is 
allowed them; the whole of the.building being 
vaulted, there is no danger of their burning it 
down ; and if they fhould be tempted to fet fire 
to their beds, they would do no more than fub- 
ject themfelves to perifh, and if they efcaped 
would be obliged to pay for the mifchief done. 

Every morning, before the convicts go to 
work, they are obliged to wafh their hands and 
face. In fummer they bathe twice a month, in 
a bath made for that ufe in the middle of the 
court. They are regularly fhaved twice a week ; 
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and the-barber, who is alfo a convict, is paid out, 
of the fifteen pence per ap leducted out of cach 
prifoners labour. Their linen is changed twice 
a week. 

All heavy work is done in the courts; and 
light ‘trades are followed in rooms on the fame 
oe with their chambers, but in a ee part 
e building. They are not fhut in while-they 
werk; but’ éach is under the fuperintendance of 
fhe-reft. ‘There are feldom more: than five or 
fix in one of thefe fhops. 

The under jailors, of whom there are four to 
each prifon, are obliged to be continually in the 
courts, chambers, or corridors; m fine, among 
the prifoners. 

All converfation is prohited the prifoners, be- 
yond what neceflarily arifes in the pu irfult of 
their occupations. ‘They are forbidden to re- 
proach each other with their crimes, or even to 
{peak of the caufe of their imprifonment. The 
fame fiience 18 impofed. upon’ them  at_ table: 
Their breaktaft anddupper 1s a pudding of flour 
made from Indian corn, with which they eat 
treacle. At dinner, each is ferved with half a 
pound of meat, half a pound of bread, and ‘ve- 
getables, “Their drink is always water. Never, 
on any pretence, are tl hey permitted to tafte fer- 
mented liquors, not even fmallbeer, All fuch 
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liquors are prohibited ; and the. prohibitions re- 
ligioufly obferved. The excitement produced by 
fermented liquors is momentary, -and deceitful ; 
anid-as it would heat the juices of the convict, 
would confequently interfere with the fyitem of 
temperance through which. it.is intended to ef- 
feé&t a change in his difpofition. . The healthy, 
vigour which is neceflary for him,. wall, be. de- 
rived from the fubftantial but moderate food that 
is given him. Peals of laughter, fongs,. and 
fhouts, ate prohibited ; not only as they would 
be inconvenient and difagrecable in, the prfon; 
but becaufe they difturb the, tranquillity which 
+s to be cultivated and encreafed in the prifoner's 
temper. | 

When a convict: violates a. regulation. of; the 
prifon, he is admonifhed for the firft offence..by 
the infpector, the jailor, or the under jailor. It 
he repeats. his offence, he is fent into folitary 


h the 


confinement. This is a punifament whic 
jailor may himfelf inflict; but in-every fuch cafe 
he is obliged inftantly to fend an account of it to 
the infpector. | 

When a convict is idle, and-will not work, he 
is fent into folitary confinement; and this. pu- 
nifhment is the greater, becaufe he mutt redeem 
the time he has loft when he returns to labour, 
as the expences of the houfe are charged againtt. 
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him even for the time of his folitary confine- 
ment. 

The four under jailors are all the night on du- 
ty; two of whom are in the room fet apart for 
the infpectors, and the other two walk conti- 
nually in the corridors. When there is any ex- 
traordinary noifé, they waken the jailor, with 
whom they proceed to the chamber whence the 
noife comes, and conduct the offenders to the fo- 
itary cells. Such cafes are very, rare. It per- 
haps does not happen four times a year that a pri- 
foner is punifhed; and no other punifhment is 
inflicted in the prifon but folitary confinement. 

The jailors and under-jailors are not permit- 
ted to have cither arms or dogs. They are even 
forbidden to carry a fmall ftick, leaft in a mo- 
ment of anger they fhould {trike a prifoner, and _ 
the tranquillity fo much cultivated, and from 
which fo much is expected, be difturbed. An 
under jailor who is found drunk, or who treats a 
prifoner a fecond time with unprovoked rigour, 
is immediately difcharged. 

Ihe infpectors take occafion to converfe with 
the prifoners ; they endeavour to become ac- 
quainted with them ; they give them advice and 
confolation, and labour to reconcile them to their 
own confctences, Thefe converfations are not 
too frequent, left they fhould produce. the lefs 
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effect. The appearance of the prifoners is gene- 
rally calm and ferious; it has nothing of that 
hard infolence, or the malignant fcowl, or the 
mean fervility, that we find in the prifoners of 
Europe. A prifoner here is at once referyed and 
refpectful. 

The female conyiéts are in a wing feparated : 
from the dwelling of the men. They are fuf- {| 
fered to mingle with women that are prifoners ii 
for debt—an indulgence that is never granted the 
men. It is fuppofed that the example of women 
of a better order will tend to correcét the manners i} 
of the depraved ; and this is true; for in that fex . 
modefty and an honeft fhame have always an in- | 
fluence which men, when they are once per- 
verted, do not feel. 

Wathing is the only labour carried on in the 
court belonging to the women, of which they 
otherwife make ufe at their pleafure. The num- 
ber of female convicts feldom exceeds five or fix. 
Silence is lefs rigidly exacted from them ; and 
they are not fo ftri@ly guarded as the men. One 
of them cooks for the reft ; and they wait on each 
other in ficknefs; but ficknefs 1s rare among 
them. ; 

The new economy introduced into the prifons 
has made a material change relative to difeafes. 
Formerly there were from: two hundred and fixty 

to 
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to three nundr 
with’ the itch, in ohe quarter; and in the fame 


ed arid twenty patients, afflicted 
iriterval, under'-the new fyftem, they do not 
amount to ferty. This aftonifhing difference 1s 


ye 
o 


folely to be attributed to the change of economy. 
Formerly the licence that reigned in the” prifons 
was the conftant occafion of filthinefs, drunken » 


neis, quarrels; and difgufting difeafes. At pre» 


fent ‘there are no patients in the prifons, but 
fome afflicted with the rheumatifm,or the efiedt 
of accidents. In, the four laft years, only two 
prifoners have died, and they died of the. {mail- 
pox 

If the diforder is not contagious, the patient 1s 
attended in. his chamber; but if contagion is ap- 
prehended, he is put in a room by himfelf. 

Ewery Sunday-morning the prifoners attend a 
fermon, preached by a minifter, whofe zeal leads 
him to the prifon; nor is it inguired to what 
fect he belongs. Liberty of confcience 1s as un* 
reftricted in the prifons as it 1s throughout Penn- 
fylvania. Yet as the imhabitants of the {tate are 
almoft all of them Chrithans, a chapter is read 
to the prifoners from the Bible. The fermons 
in general turn more on morality than dodrinal 
points, and are applicable to the fituation of the 
convicts. - All the prifoners, of every kind and 
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who are condemned to folitary confinement. In 
the evening there is another fermon; and pious 
books are given to thofe who requett it. 

The fuperintendance of the adminittration of 
the prifon is committed to twelve infpectors. 
Six of thefe are replaced by a new clection every 
fix months, and the election is made by thé in- 
{pectors themfelves. The elections are thus fre- 
quent, that the duty, which is very painful in 
its nature, may not fall too heavily on indivi- 
duals. But an infpector may be continued im 
office beyond his term, with his own confent. 

The infpeétors meet every week; and two of 
them, who have the additional title of vi/fors,-are 
obliged at leaft to make two vifits in eight days 
to the priforis. There 1s fcarcely a day pailes in 
which they. do ‘not make their vifit; and tre- 
quently fome who are not on that duty do the 
fame. The infpedtors are for the moit part Qua- 
kers; and it is not to be forgotten, that it 1s to 
the fociety of Quakers that the public is indebted 
for the eftablifhment, protection, and fucceds of 
the new fyftem. 

To one of thefe people, whofe name is CALEB 
Lownes, is to be given the largeft fhare of the 
honour of this great reform. ‘The opinions of 
Beccaria and Howard eafily took root in his 
humane heart. It was he who animated his bre- 
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thren. with zeal. for the enlightened fyftem of 
thefe great men; it -was he who exhorted a 
change in the prifons—who propofed to fubfti- 
tute humanity, joined to firmne(s, for fetters and 
ftripes—who fuffered himfelf to be treated as a 
wild vifionary, without being turned afide from 
his purfuit, perfectly confiding in the fuccefs of 
his: labour. .It was he whofe unwearied zeal 
gained over to. his caufe whoever was neceflary 
to its protection ; who obtained trom the. legifla- 
ture thofe laws, I will not only fay that huma- 
nity claimed, but that juftice and an enlarged po- 
licy demanded. In a word, it is he who confents 
at every election to be an infpector, and 1s indeed 
the. principal agent of that great work of reafon 
and humanity. May God fhower-his bleflings 
on the head of this benefactor of the human 
race! | 

The judges at firft oppofed this reform ; except 
one among them, who, younger than the reft; 
and defpairing lefs of the human charater, em- 
braced the reform with ardour. He affociated 
himfelf to the labours of Caleb Lownes, aiding 
him with the advice of a man verfed in jurif- 
prudence; and, having fhared the difficulties, he 
deferved to fhare in the glories of the under- 
taking. The name of this judge was Wir- 
LIAM BRADFORD, He was at that time the 
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attorney-genieral of Pennfylvania, and was after- 
wards the attorney-general of the United States. 
He died lately, honoured with the univerfal ef- 
teem and love of his fellow-citizens. 

This is'an homage which I render the more 
readily to his memory, as it includes ‘no ‘cenfure 
on the other judges. While they withheld their 
fanction from the reform, they were influenced 
by doubts of its efficacy ; and they were prompt 
in aiding the plan when they were convinced of 
their miftake; nor were they to be deterred by 
the opinion they had previoufly given ;—-a con- 
du& that will not be thought little of, by thofe 
who have had occafion to contemplate the ope- 
rations of felf-love. 

The prifons, under the new regulations, are 
fubject to the fuperintendance of the mayor of 
Philadelphia, and judges appointed for that pur/ 
pofe. They forma committee, whofe duty it is 
to vifit the prifons once in every quarter. The 
fame duty is impofed upon the governor of the 
{tate of Pennfylvania, the judges of the feveral 
fuperior courts, and the grand juries. 

Thefe numerous vifits are ordained by the le- 
giflature, to enfure the fuccefs of this humane 
plan, by watching over the interior economy of 
the prifons, if it were even poffible for the zeal of 
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the infpectors to relax. They have proved, hows 
ever, a recompence for the trouble they have oc 
Cafioned; they demonftrated the value of the 
new fyftem; and induced the friends of huma= 
nity to overcome the obftacles, that in every 
country are thrown in the way of men who de- 
vote themfelves to the overthrowing of abufes. 

The infpectors have the right to prefent peti« 
tions to the governor, for the pardon of crimi- 
nals; which they never fail to ufe, when they 
are convinced of the amendment of the convi tr, 
and of his having acquired a capital by his laa 
bour, or of having means of fubfiftence among 
his friends. 

The governor of Pennfylvania never refutes a 
pardon, on the petition of the infpeétors; even 
a murderer may hope to obtain it, although, ih 
that cafe, it is never granted, unlefs the petition 
is fioned by the relations and friends of the perfon 
murdered. The infpectors feldom prefent peti- 
tions in behalf of conviés of that clafs ; they 
even ufe their prerogative with moderation for 
all others; but every prifoner knows that it may 
be employed for him, and his heart, warmed by 
hope, feels an intereft in his becoming a better 
man. Who that is without hope, ‘and without 
fear, was ever happily influenced in his conduct ? 
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When prifoners are difcharged, :they> receive 
the ‘amount of the favings of their laboursin 
money, if the infpedtors are perfuaded that they 
will make a good ute of it, or myclothes, when 
theinfpectors have not thaticonfidence: » Some- 
times convicts difpofe of the favings of theirila- 
bour, while they are (till in prifon, in the main- 
taining their families. Such is the admirable.et- 
fets of the new fyftem, that of a hundred c 
of 2 


dons, or at the expiration of the term of th 


victs difcharged, cither in confequence 


fentence, there are not two comnuitted for new 
crimes; under the ancient fyftem, the prifons 
were filled with old and known offenders, who, 
like the criminals in Europe, left their prifons 
every time with newly acquired vices, and availed 
themfelves of their liberty only to commit new 
depredations, and were again led back to prifon, 
till they terminated their wretched lives on the 
{caffold. 

I will here give a table of the number and 
clafles of convicts for the four laft years of the 
ancient fyftem, and the four firft of the new. 

It would be a very defireable thing to add a 
table of the crimes committed, and the fentences 
paffed, in the four years immediately pre ceding 


the amelioration of the penal code; bu the re- 
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gifters of the prifons were carried off by the per- 

fon who at that time had the cuftody of them. St 
It was not till the year 1790, that the law was _ 

paffed that gave the new fyftem to the prifons; 

and it was not till 1791, that it was put In exe- 

cution., 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE!FOREGOING TABLE. 


1. In the four firft of the eight years named in 
the table, criminals wete committed to the pri- 
fons of Philadelphia, only from the county and 
city of Philadelphia; in the four laft years, cri- 
‘minals were fent from every part of Pennfylvania 
to the prifons of Philadelphia. 

2. Of the three hundred and twenty-one con- 
evicts that were foreigners and white men in the 
firft period of four years, one hundred and thirty- 
one were Irifh, and eighty-four Englith or Scotch. 
In the laft period of: four years,-of one hundred 
and thirty-five convids that were white men, 
ninety-two were Irifh, and nineteen Englifh or 
Scotch. The Irith, therefore, in both periods, 
were more than two-thirds of the foreigners, and 
nearly the half of the whole number of prifoners 5 
‘and part of the prifoners concealing the name of 
their country, it is reafonable to fuppofe there 
were more Irifh than were entered as {uch in the 
regifter. ) | 

3. In the firft period of four years, feverity- 
three cfiminals were convicted of new crimes, 
after having been difcharged, and fome. of thefe 
even for the fifth and fixth time: ‘while five only, 
belonging to the-laft period of four’ years, wéte 
convicted of new crimes after being difcharged 
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4. Under both the old and the new fyftern, 
crimes have been multiplied in Philadelphia and 
its’ environs, im 2 proportion greatly exceeding 
that of all the reft of the ftate.of Pennfylvania. 

In the four years, therefore, of the new fyl- 
tem, more than two hundred have beén teftored 
as ufcful perfons to fociety, who, under the old 
fyftem, and under a penal code of laws refem- 
bling that of almoft every ftate of Europe, were 
deftined either to be the fcourge of their fellow, 
creatures, or to be kept fecluded from them, or 
to be delivered over to violent deaths. 

Criniinals were not only rendered more ufeful, 
but were in reality more feverely punifhed. The 
greater part of them would have readily, in the 
firft inftance, preferred death to folitary confine- 
ment; and all were infinitely more fatisfied with 
the diforder.and vice of the old prifons, than with 
the humane and juft, but uniform and fteady ad- 
-painiftration of the new. It is in defpite of them- 
felves that they are reftored to fociety; but haw 
much reafon have they and their families to. be 
grateful to the legiflature that has {natched them 
from their miferies ? I refer fuch of my readers as 
would know more of this interefting fubject to 
my former work, from which | have been able at 
ptefent to give a very incompetent extract. 
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LAWS RELATIVE TO THE POLICE. 


The laft law relative to the regulation of the 
poor was pafied in the year 1771. » It appoints 
everieers of the poor, both in Philadelphia and 
other cities of the ftate. It ordains the levying of 
taxes for their provifion; recommends the eftab- 
lifhment of houfes of induftry ; and regulatés the 
manner of removing poor families who become 
burthenfome, and ‘have not acquired the right 
of being relieved in the city where they refide. 

The right of being relieved is: acquired by.a : 
year srefidence ; and payment, during that time; | 
of the poor rates. .. Domeftics and apprentices ac- 
quire the right fimply by a year’s refidence. » All 
perfons who have not-acquired the right, and are 
declared by the overfeers of the poor to be in 
danger of becoming chargeable tothe city, are 
conveyed to the place of their birth ; the over- 
{cers of the poor of which place are to reimburfe 
the city that has thus conveyed them the ex- 
pences of the journey. Every father or mother, 
gtandfather or grandmother, or child, of poor 
perfons not able to gain their livelihood, is oblig- 
éd to provide for them, if they have the means, 
on the penalty of five dollars and a half for every 
month that they negle@ this facred duty; {An 
appeal is allowed to the court:of juftices of the 
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peace, from the fentence of the overfeer of the 
poor, who, in the firft inftance, decides in fuch 
cates. | 

s-A daw of Pennfylvania, patied in 1789, gave 
évery foreigner, although not a refident in Ame- 
tica, the right of acquiring and pofiefling every 
f{pecies of »property, as if he were a member of 
the trates -This law, which was to be in force 
only for two years, was renewed at the end of that 
period, and no doubt will continue to be renewed 
till-it-is declared: permanent. This law deferves 
tovbe! placedsamong the moft enlightened and 
politic of the ftdte of Pennfylvania, and wul, no 
doubt, induce foreigners to fettle in that fine 
country, in preference to every other. 

The laws relative to the Indian natives, that 
were pafied by the aflemblies of Pennfylvania, 
werevcharacterifed: by the forefight and equity 
which governed William Penn in all his tranfac- 
tions with thofe people; but by the federal cons 
fitution, thecongrefs only can pafs laws relative 
to the commerce of the feveral {tates with foreign 
nations, in which. defcription the Indians are 
comprifed. >Pennfylvania; therefore, fince it was 
independent; has no particular law on that fub- 


yect. 


Liberty of confcience is more: compleat in 


Peéennfvlvania than in any of the other:ttates. It. 
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was fo in the birth of the colony ; yet, bya law 
of 1705, the inhabitants were compelled to.pro- 
fefs a belief in Jefus Chrift, in the Holy Ghoft, 
and the Scriptures. This profeffion was .neécef- 
{ary to place an inhabitant of the {tate out-of the 
reach of perfecution. The conftitution adopted 
at the beginning of the revolution gave wider 
limits to liberty of confcience; and finally, the 
conftitution made in 179@ declares; “ that every 
man has a natural right, of which he cannot be 
juttly deprived, to worfhip God according’to: the 
dictates of his own confcience ; that no man-can 
juttly be compelled to obferve any form of wor- 
fhip, or to incur any expence for public worthip ; 
that no human authority can, on any pretence, 
force the confciences of men; and that no pré- 
ference can be given by ‘law to any particular 
form of worfhip.”” It adds, that every man, 
acknowledging the exiftence of God, and a future 
{tate of rewards and punifhments, eiey hold any 
office in the republic of } Pennfylvania.’ 

In faG, there is no ftate in the Union in which 
religion and its minifters have lefs influence than 


in this ftate; its minifters here, as every where 
elfe, are willing enough to erect themfelves into 
a body, and to influence the public opinion, but 
the number that favour their pretenfions: is fo 
fmall, that‘it can {carcely bexfaid ‘tor:exifts- 
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The laws that enjoin the obfervation of Sun- 
day, ate more regarded in Pennfylvania than im 
any of the northern {ftates, becaufe they are more 
teafonable and moderate. They prohibit merely 
the felling of goods in an open (hop, or in the 
markets; following the chace ; of attending any 
publicdiverfion.. The law which prohibits games 
of hazard, and the fighting of game-cocks, are 
punctually obeyed, becaufe it is agreeable to the 
manners-and tafte of the people; but that which 
impofes a penalty of three quarters of a dollar for 
drunkennefs is far from being fo ftridtly obferved, 


LAWS.RELATIVE TQ THE MILITARY. 


The law regulating the militia was pafled in 
1793. Every male, from the age of eighteen to 
that of forty-five, is im fact a {oldier of the ftate. 
The captain of the company in the diftri& enrolls 
every young man who attains the age of eigh- 
teen: a notice, which is ferved upon him by a 
fabaltern of the company, is the only form rer 
gyited to enter him in the militia, in which he 
remains till he is five and forty, The profeffions 
which exempt males from this feryice are nearly 
the fame as. thofe that give the fame exemption 
in the other {tates. White men who are do- 
meftics hired fer.a term, and apprentices, are 
exempt during the term of their engagement, 


except 
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‘except in the:cafe- of an actual invafion., .The 
militia is compofed of divifions, brigades, regi+ 
ments, battalions, and companies. The. bri- 
gades are formed of regiments, and never exceed 
eight, nor are lefs than two; regiments are com- 
pofed of two battalions; and each battalion of 
four companies, which, according to the popur 
lation of the canton, may be compofed of any 
number, from forty to eighty men. Every bat- 
talion has a company of grenadiers, and another 
of rifle-men. A company of artillery, and a body 
of cavalry are attached to every divifion. — A di- 
vifion comprifes the militia of two or three coun- 
ties, according to their population; and cach | 
county forms one brigade or more, as it is more 
or lefs populous. A divifion is eommanded by a 
major-general ; a brigade, by a brigadier-general; 
a regiment, by a licutenant-colonel; a battalion, 
by a major; and a company, by a captain, liente= 
nant, and enfign.  Befide the f{taft-officers of the 
regiments, a brigadicr-general infpects the: divi- 
fions. The general officers are appointed by the 
governor; the licutenant-colonels appoint their 
own majors; they are themfelves, as well as the 
captains, lieutenants, and ‘enfigns, chofen by the 
foldiers, and non-commiiflioned officers of the re 
giment, battalion, or company, in which the va- 
cancy happens. The commiflion of the officers 
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js only. for feven years. Every man enrolled int 
the militia, officer or private, trooper or foots 
foldier, muft provide himfelf with arms and equi 
page, under the penalty of a fine. . When the 
commanding officer of aregiment declares aman 
not to be in a condition to comply with this 
requifition, he isfupplicd with arms by the {tate. 
The militia affembles twice in the year, either by 
companies or. regiments. 

The other articles of this voluminous law re= 
gulate the mammer in which the fervice of the 
militia is to be performed; its pay, when em, 
ployed by the {tate or the union, which pay is fix 
dollars per month for each foldier. ‘They deter= 
mine the fines. for every fpecies of offence; the 
mannerin which courts martial are to becompofed 
and f{ummoned. ‘They apportion relief to:every 
ofcer and foldier wounded in the fervice, and 
to the widows and children of the flain. - When 
the militia is employed in the fervice of the union, 
it is fubject to the laws of the Congrefs; but of 


‘fences committed by mdividuals are taken cog+ 


nifance of by courts martial compofed of its own 
body. : 
Lhe ftate of Pennfylvania includes. twenty- 
three counties, and the militia is computed at a 
hundred ot a hundred and ten thoufand men. 


LAWS 
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LAWS RELATIVE TO THE ADMINISTRATION. 


Although the interior navigation of the State 
of Pennfylvania has not: made fuch progrefs as 
that of New York, it is not for want of wifdom 
and forefight in the government. A law of 1778 
declares the rivers Sufquehannah and Delaware, 
and all the rivers and creeks falling into them, to 
be public and free navigations, and places them 
under the guardianfhip and protection of the gO- 
vernment, It prohibits the creating any: new 
obftacle to navigation, and enjoins the remoyal . 
of all old ones. The fame regulations were.:made ' 
fucceflively for the rivers Monongahela. and 
Youghiogany, and all others in the State of Penn-. 
fylvania, Commiuflioners were appointed:to en- 
quire and make reports concerning the means of 
removing all ob{tructions to the mterior naviga- 
tion, and to make communication by’ canals be- 
tween the great rivers or lakes. The feveral 
companies who undertook to facilitate the navi- 
gation on the rivers, or to cut canals; were raifed 
into corporations, and aided either by premiums 
from the ftate, or by an authority to eftablith tolls 
on the navigations or canals they formed; fome+ 
times the ftate even gave them permiffion to 
safe money by lottery, In many of thefe un- 
fertakings the fums granted by the legiflature 

were 
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were expended with utility to the ftate, by com 

pleating the work. In others, they were mil- 
employed; {chemes being adopted without a fut- 
ficient examination of their obftacles. _ But the 
legiflature caufes an annual return to be made to 
them of the condition and progrefs of thele 
works: and it is not to be doubted that in a few 
years the interior navigation of Pennfylvania will 
be carried to the higheft degree of perfection. 
We may reafonably expect to fee Lake Erie 
and the River Ohio communicate with the Suf- 
quehannah and the Delaware. ‘The number of 
jJand-catriages that would ftill, from invincible 
obftacles to navigation, in fome parts be necef- 
fary would in fact be few, and their length greatly 
diminifhed. The numberlefs creeks of Penn- 
fylvania, cleared of the obftacies to navigation, 


syould afford for all the produdtions of the inté- 


rior part of the country a fure, {fpeedy, and cheap 
conveyance to the great rivers and lakes of the 
{tate. 

The roads are made and kept in repair-bya 
levy on the townfhips. A furveyor of the roads 
is chofen by the townfhip. When a new roadis 
to be made, the furveyors of the feveral towa- 
fhips, through which it is to be carried, fuperin- 


- tend its completion, and they have authority to 
levy a tax tor this purpofe on the lands, The tax 
mutt 
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mutt not exceed fix fhillings and fix-pence in the 
pound of the annual income of the land, accord- 
ing to the valuation made for the levying of other 
taxes.. Before the taxes for the roads can be 
raifed, they are to receive the fanction of two 
jufiices of the peace of the county; and the ge- 
neral court of juftices of the peace take cogm- 
zance of. all difputes that arife on the fubject of 
this tax. 

The furveyors are chofen annually ; and re- 
ceive five per cent on the tax; and are paid be- 
fides eighteen dollars per day when they.are ac- 
‘tually employed in the duties of. their office. 
They hire labourers for the roads; for the law 
which regulates this matter difpenfed with all 
perfonal fervice on the high roads. They buy all 
the materials for making and repairing the roads ; 
and their accounts are audited and figned every 
year by four commiffioners chofen by the elec- 
tors of the townfhip. 

This law,.the principal provifions of which 
took place in 1772, was made only for feven 
years, but has fince been conftantly renewed at 
its expiration. Some of the claufes have from 
time to time been altered; the modifications 
however are included in the above {tatement. 

The roads of Pennfylvania are in general better 
than thofe of the other ftates; efpecially the 

, roads 
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roads between the moft populous towns. The 
bridges are alfo conftruéted in a more fold 
manner. The road from Philadelphia to Lan- 
cafter, made by an incorporated company, is not 
indeed fo good as the turnpike roads of England, 
but it is in very good condition ; and, although 
the tolls are fo high that a broad-wheeled waggon 
pays nearly two dollars and a half between thefe 
two cities, which is a diftance of fixty-fix miles, 
no complaint is made, becaufe the waggons re- 
quire only half the horfes they did before the 
road was made a turnpike, and perform the jour- 
ney in half the time. The company that con- 
ftructed this road is very flourifhing ; the fhares, 
which at the firft fubfcription coft three hundred 
dollars each, produce between eight and nine per 
cent, and bear a premium in their price. 


LAWS RELATIVE TO FINANCE, 


The law which regulates taxes was paffed in 
1795. Since the year.1789 no new taxes have 
been ratfed in Pennfylvania for the ftate; there 
being no other than taxes levied for the interior 
ufes of the counties and cities; but the princi- 
ples on which the county rates are determined 
and levied, would in all probability be followed 
in any tax that it might be nece lary to levy for 
the ftate, 


The 
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The inhabitants of every county elect three 
commiffioners, who remain three years in.office, 
except that one goes out every year by rotation, 
and a new commiflioner fucceeds him. ‘The in- 
habitants of every townfhip elect, every three 
years, an affeflor and two affiftants, to apportion 
the rates impofed on the townfhip. he affef- 
fors make a return every three years to the com- 
miffioners of the county, of the names and dwell- 
ings (where it is poffible) of. the proprictors of 
lands, occupied.or not occupied, and of the lands 
not yet cleared, and of the houfes and {pots of 
ground belonging to the town, of all the inha- 
bitants of the townfhip, marking their-feveral 
employments, profeffions, or conditions ; and alfe 

a lift of all horfes and horned. cattle above- four 
years old, with a valuation of them; and finally, 
an eftimate of the proportion of the tax that may 
be laid refpectively on all owners. of perfonal and 
real property. . The commitiioners of the county 
examine and compare all the liits ;-and have au- 
thority to make alterations in the taxes, provided 
they do not alter the relative valuations of the 
feycral properties in the: fame.townfhip.» The 
afleflment made in confequence of thefe returns 
by the commiflioners, forms.the rule_for. the le- 
vying the taxes for thethree fucceeding years. 
The commiffioners are never.to.lay-more.on. the 

land 


Sa 





62... TRAVELS THROUGH 


land than one per cent of their computed value: 
When they are obliged to carry the tax on land 
to the full extent of one per cent, they arc to levy 
the following taxes:—on every freeman, without 
apparent employment, from half a dollar to ten 
dollars; on every labourer, a fum not exceeding 
two dollars ; on every vintner, fhopkeeper, or re- 
tailer of goods, from half a dollar to five dollars ; 
on every broker, banker, merchant, lawyer, and | 
phyfician, from one dollar to ten, on all other 
profeffions, from one quarter of a dollar to eight 
dollars ; on every proprietor of flaves, a dollar for 
each flave. All the taxes that are not laid on 
land are regulated by that tax, and confequently 
diminifh in proportion as the tax on land falls 
fhort of one per cent, which 1s its maximum. 

The quantity of taxes being determined, the 
commiffioners iffue an order to the affeflors to 
apportion and levy them on the indrviduals ; but: 
an appeal lies to the commiffioners from their 
affefiment. ‘The tenants of the land are refpon- 
fible for the taxon land, but are authorifed to 
deduct it from the rent. Lands not cleared are 
fubject to the tax; and if the proprietor is not to 
be found, or does not pay the tax during three 
fucceflive years, the commiffioners inay order as 


~~ 


much of the land to be fold as is neceflary for the 
payment of the arrears, 
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The commiffioners of the county appoint the 
receivers of the county, and the collectors of the 
townfhips. Each commiffioner is paid one dollar 
and a third for every day that he 1s actually em- 
ployed in his office ; the affeffors one dollar. 

The expence: of the afieffment and collection 
for the whole ftate is eftimated at ten thoufand 
dollars. - The collectors are generally paid five per 
cent on the collection. The treafurer of the com- 
mittee is paid a dollar for every hundred pounds 
which he receives and pays. . 

The law has provifions for the exact levying of 
the taxes; and umpofes refponfibility on the col- 
leétors and other officers; and impotes fines for 
neglect or fraud in the difcharge of their duty. 

The ftate, as I have obferved, levies no new 
taxes. Its old duties are—on marriages, taverns, 
and public fales by authority, amounting annu- 
ally from .twelve to thirteen thoufand dollars. 
The legiflature fupprefied, in:.1795, the tax on 
carriages, and fome other taxes, which were. for- 
merly impofed for the fervice of the ftate. 

The annual-expenditure of the ftate amounts 
to about an hundred and thirty thoufand dollars ; 
it confifts of the falary of the governor, the fe- 
cretary and other officers of ftate, and of the 
judges ; the expence of the courts of circuit; the 
falary of the treafurer and his clerks; the ex- 

pence 





6A TRAVELS THROUGH 


pence of the office for the fale of lands; the ap- 
pointments of the members of the fenate, and 
the houfe of reprefentatives ; the falaries of fomé 
other civil officers; and the pay of fome militia 
officers. 

The revenues which; with the old duties, en- 
able the ftate to provide for its expenditure 
without additional taxes, confift in the intereft 
of a capital accruing from the fale of. lands, for 
the moft part placed in the banks. » This capi+ 
tal amounts at prefent to one million five hun- 
dred thoufand dollars; a million of which 1s in 
the bank of Pennfylvania, and five hundred thou- 
fand in that of the United States. Thefe fums 
bear an intereft according to the dividends of 
the refpective banks; but it may be {tated to be 
from nine to ten per cent. Arrears of duties, and 
arrears of purchafe-money for the public lands, 
form another branch of the revenue of the {tate. 
The arrears of every kind come in very flowly. 
Several contradictory laws ferve.as an excufe to 
the creditors of the {tate for default of payment. 
Thete are alfo: protected by members of the le- 
giflature, who have a perfonal intereft in the des 
lay. ‘The government of Pennfylyania is indeed 


unwilling to.employ its force,:-efpecially tor the 


recovery of arrears. There are two inftances 
which will fufficiently fhow the backwardnefs of 


the 
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the government to compel the payment of the 
impofts. There are ten auctioncers eftablithed 
at Philadelphia for public fales: Six of thefe have 
punctually paid the duties impofed upon fuch 
fales ; the other four have not even condefcended 
to give an account of their fales.. The law en- 
jos every man of eighteen years of age to-ferve 
as a militia-man; and impofes a fine of a dollar 
every time that he is abfent from the meeting of 
his regiment, and a fine of twelve dollars per 
month for all the time that he is abfent when his 
regiment is on fervice.. The defaulters are fo nu- 
merous, that: no other fund but the fines due for 
offences are fet afide for the expence of the mi- 
litia; and the fines are fo ill paid, that at prefent | 
there is a deficiency of more than one hundred 
thoufand dollars. It is to be expected, however, 
that the ftate will in future be more rigorous in | 
the colle€tion of its revenues; the neceffity of f 
this rigour begins to be felt; and circumftances 
are more favourable than heretofore for its exer= 
cifé. | 
The debts due to the ftate; from individualsy 
for arrears, and from the Union for certain fun 
advanced, and for which the Union is re{pori- 
fible; amounted, in the beginning of 1797, by 
the ftatement of the treafury, to nine hundred 
and twenty-four thoufand five hundred and forty 
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four dollars feven-tenths. Pennfylvania has alfo 
feveral other claims on the treafury of the United 
States, for expences incurred on behalf of the 
Union. . 

By the balance ftruck by the commiffioners 0 
the congrefs, the ftate of Pennfylvania is debtor 
for the fum of feven thoufand feven hundred and 
nine dollars. 

Certain duties, that were formerly the per- 
quifite of the fecretary of ftate and other public 
officers, have been purchafed by the legiflature, 
and are become part of the public revenue. 


‘There are other duties attached as perquifites to 


other officers, which the legiflature will gradually, 
and by the fame means, re{tore to the public 
treafury. 


LAWS RESPECTING THE SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS. 


The laws that regulate the fale of public lands 
are deemed better in .Pennfylvania than in any 
other of the ftates. | 

Before the revolution, the property of the 
lands belonged to the governor; that is to fay, 
to the family of William Penn. The congrefs 
of Pennfylyania pafled a law in 1779, which 
transferred the property to the ftate, giving the 
family of Penn, for indemnity, the fum of a hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand pounds fterling, and 


leaving 
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leaving them in poffeffion of the lands they pof 
{effed as their own proper eftates. The lands 
which became the property of the ftate were 
immenfe. They were various enormous tracts 
that William Penn and his heirs had purchafed 
of the Indians; parcels of which they fold for 
their own profit. .A law in 1781, which efta- 
blithed an office called the land-office, enjoined 
the poffeffors of wartants (which were orders 
from the furveyor-general of the ftate to his de- 
puty, to meafure out a certain tract of land, and 
were a kind of evidence of the purchafe of the 
eftate), obtained under the old government, to 
bring them to the land-office, where they were 
annulled, if the purchafe-money had not been 
paid, In 1783, the aflembly fet afide a large 
tract of land in the weft of its térritory, and to 
the north of the Ohio, to be difpofed of, for cer- 
tain billets which the troops of Pennfylvania had 
teceived during the war for their pay, and whofe 
current value was greatly below the fums for 
which they were iffued. The billets were to be 
taken in payment for the lands at their nominal 
value; and thefe lands were called, and indeed 
continue to be known by the name of, depre- 
ciation lands. The affembly alfo fet afide another 
tract of land, to the north of thofe I have jutt 
named, called donation lands, becaufe they were 

F 2 to 
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were to be given as a reward to the officers and 


foldiers of the militia of Pennfylvania, in certam 


portions, according to their rank.- It was not, 


however, till 1785, that thefe lands were a¢tu- 
ally put up to fale; and then they were put up 
fucceffively, in various parcels, at different prices, 
and on different ‘conditions. The acquifitions 
made from the Indians 1n 1788 were; by the na- 
ture of the lands, divided into two claffes—thofe 
to the weft of the Allegany mountains were 
offered to fale for ten pounds for a hundred acres ; 
thofe to the eaft of the mountains, being inferior 
in quality, for three pounds ten fhillings. 

The quantity of-lands offered to fale, and the 
fcarcity or plenty of money, taken relatively, 
caufed the price the aflembly of Pennfylvania 
put upon the land and even the conditions of 
fale to fluctuate, independently of the quality. of 
the land. Lots at one time amounted only to 
two hundred acres, while a prohibition exif{ted to 
demand a warrant for more than two fach lots; 
afterwards lots were extended to a thoufand acres, 
without any teftriction on the number that an 
individual might acquire. The price has varied, 
from. fourteen dollars for an hundred acres to 
twenty-fix and fifty-three, In certain purchafes, 
the billets of the {tate were received. in payment; 


in others, and particularly fince the year 1793; 


they 
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they were not fo. The laft-fales to the north of 
the Ohio, and to the weft of the Allegany Moun- 
tains, were clogged with a condition, that the 
purchafer fhould clear the land, and enclofe and 
cultivate it, in the proportion of one acre for a 
hundred; ereét a dwelling-houfe, and eftablifh a 
family, who fhould refide five fucceeding years 
there ; and the quantity to be purchafed by an 
individual was reftricted to four hundred acres. 
If, on {pots of the vatt tracts of lands bought of 
the Indians, there happened to be inhabitants, 
thelaw gave them the option of purchafing the 
lots on which they dwelt. ; 
It was not till 1792, that the ftate concluded | 
the purchafe of all the lands within its bounda- 
ries. In 1786, the ftate purchafed. the country 
extending from the Mountains of Allegany to the 
Ohio, reaching as far as the forty-firft degree. It 
{till remained to acquire the lands on its northern 
boundary; and that purchafe was concluded in 
1792. 
In 1794, the legiflature finding that immenfe 
portions of the public lands had been fold with- 
out their precife boundaries being defcribed, and 
that the lands which remained in the hands of 
the ftate were not accurately known, fufpended 
the fales... And this law reflects great honour on 
F 3 the 
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‘the affembly of Pennfylvania ; becaufe it guae 


rantees individuals from the injury which the 
avidity for the acquifition of land made too com=: 
mon; becaufe the uncertainty of the bounds of 
the lands that remained undifpofed of, often gave 
an opportunity of felling the lands of the ftate 
twice, and thereby increafed its revenue, and it 
is known, that the legiflatures of the other ftates 
have not aéted with the fame delicacy in the 
fame circumftances. 

Although the laws of: Pennfylvania refpecting 
the fale of lands have been in general framed 
with equity and wifdom, abufes relative to that 
fubje&t have neverthelefs been great and numer- 
ous, perhaps indeed more fo than in any of the 
other ftates, on account of the immenfe quantity 
of lands on fale. Speculations on the fales of land 
bought from the public afford a fubject of gam- 
ing, common in almoft all the ftates.. The wealth 
and rapacity of many of the inhabitants of Phi- 
jadelphia inflamed this diforder in a particular 
manner in this ftate. Men of fortune and in- 
fluence, acquainted with the proceedings of Con- 
grefs for the payment of the paper currency, con= 
fpired to diminifh the value of that paper, and 
afterwards bought it up and gave it-in payment 
for public lands, ata profit of ten hundred and 


fometimes 
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fometimes thirty hundred percent. The depre- 
ciation and the donation lands were fertile fubjects 
of their {peculation. 

The titles. of individuals to lands bought from 
the public, are more fecure in Pennfylvania than 
in any other of the ftates, both becanfe.the. firft 
purchafes have been carefully recognifed, and be- 
caufe the /aud-office has developed all that relates 
to the titles to the public lands, with a degree of 
care, -and a fpirit of ‘equity, no where elfe to be 
found. 

Complaints have been made within thefe laft 
two or three years, that the affairs of the land- 
office-are not conducted with fo much attention Ng 
and regularity as formerly; but the members of 
the legiflature have never been reproached,..as 
fome other of the ftates have been, for laws rela= 
tive to the fale of lands and their confequent mif- 
chiefs. 

In the courfe of my journal, I have {poken of 
difputes that long exifted between the ftates of 
Pennfylvania and Conneéticut, concerning the 
property of confiderable tracts. of land on the 
Sufquehannah, between Wilkfbarre and Tioga, 

Thefe lands were finally adjudged to the {tate of 
Pennfylvania ; and all appeal prohibited the ftate 
of Conne@ticut. But thefe lands are filled with 
inhabitants. who hold them by titles from Con- 

F 4 - neéticut, 
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nelicut, either by purchafe, or fimply by pofs 
feffion } notwithftanding which they are fold like 
the other public lands by the ftate of Pennfyl- 
vania. Among the perfons who hold thefe lands 
from Connecticut, many acquired them regularly, 
have been long in poffeffion, and, by the fums 
given for them, and the labour expended on them, 
have made good their title, at leaft in equity; 
but a much greater number hold thefe lands by 
tefs favourable titles. For three years paft, the 
legiflature of Pennfylvania has been backward-to 
execute ‘the judgments of the courts, ejecting 
the poffefiors of thefe lands; and every day the 
number of ufurpations augments; ancient claims 
are multiplied, till the judgments of the courts 
can no longer be enforced without military aid. 
In the lait feffion, the houfe of reprefentatives 
paffed a vote, authorifing the governor to employ 
the militia in that fervice; but the fenate. nega- 
tived the propofition. The motives of their ne- 
gative are not very apparent, fince, in the end; 
this meafure muft be adopted ; ; and although, no 
doubt, it will create m many difcontents, yet, cars 
ried into execution with the juftice and modera- 
tion from which the legiflature will not depart, 


it will remove a leay en that continually affects 
the ftate, 


The difputes in that quarter are not the only 
difputes 
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difputes of the kind that have difturbed Penn- 
fylvania. There are others on the borders of the 
Ohio, which may occafion confiderable diforders, 
without the prudent and timely interference of 
the legiflature. In 1792, the ftate of Pennfyl- 
vania pafled a law, to put up to fale the lands to 
the north-weft of the Ohio, in confequence of 
which they were divided into lots of four hun- 
dred acres. Patents neceffary to give a title to 
thefe lots, were to be obtained in two different 
ways ;—firft, by an engagement to fettle imme- 
diately on the lot—and in this manner many 
poor families acquired lots; and fecondly, by an 
obligation to clear eight acres of the lot in two 
years; and many lots were bought by fpecula- 
tors on thefe laft terms. The price of the: lot 
was eighty dollars in both cafes. In the firft, 
it was to be paid in ten years, with intereft, at 
the rate of fix per cent, after the firft year; in 
the fecond, it was to be paid within two years. 
In default of clearing eight acres within two 
years, the purchafers on thofe terms forfeited 
their title, and their lots were declared vacant, 
except in the cafe where the Indians, who were 
not in amity with the United States, prevented 
the clearing of the lands. The majority of fpe- 
culators who bought lots on thefe terms did not 
clear the lands; and three thoufand poor fami- 

lies 
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lies eftablifhed themfelves at different periods 
upon thefe lands which the law had declared 
vacant. + The {peculators, availing themfelves of 
the war which took place with the Indians, al- 
though no incurfions were made on the lands in 
queftion, at prefent aflert their night to. them, 
and fue for the ejectment of the poor families 
who took poffeffion on the faith of the law. 
Thefe poor people have come to a refolution. to 
maintain the pofleffion by force, This isin itfelf 
an important circumftance; and I {peak of it be- 
fide, as a proof of the opinion I have frequently 
given in this journal, that the increafe of the po- 
pulation in the United States renders it every day 
more difficult to the fpeculators in land to pre- 
ferve their titles to the immenfe tracts they pot- 
fefs, without clearing and cultivatmg them. 


THE GENERAL COMMERCE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
AND THAT OF PHILADELPHIA IN PARTICULAR. 

There is-no ftate in the union that has fo ex- 
tenfive a. commerce as that of Pennfylvania. 
This ftate furnifhes productions for exportation in 
greater abundance than any other; and its ex- 
ports, moreover, part of the productions of Vir- 
gima, Maryland, Delaware, Jerfey, and New 
York. There are, however, fome of the pro- 
ductions of Pennfylvania which are exported 


through 
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through Baltimore, by the Sufquehannah ; but 
the canal that will unite the Chefapeak and the 
Delaware, and which cannot fail to be com- 
pleated, will reftore that commerce to Phila- 
delphia, and with it a great portion of the pro- 
duce of the eaft part of Maryland. 
The exportation of Philadelphia, which is the 
only port of this {tate, derived from Pennfylvania 
and the adjoining ftates, are-—charcoal, potath, 
beer, cyder, falt-meat and fifh, butter, cheefe, 
Indian corn, flour made from Indian corn, wheat 
flour, bifcuits, tallow, candles, linfeed, linfeed 
oil, foap, potatoes, timber for building, ftaves, ‘| 
hides, the fkins of deers and beavers, bark, and | 
pigs of iron. | 
Moft of thefe articles are brought to. Phitadel- 
phia, down the Delaware,-or by land-carriage. | 
There are very few brought down the Sufque- hy 
hannah ; for the fettlements on its banks are very | 
recent, and confume nearly the whole. of their 
produce; but when that country, and the lands 
lying behind it, are more generally inhabited and 
cultivated, that large river, freed from obftacles 
which at prefent injure its navigation, will greatly 
increafe the commerce of Philadelphia ; and there 
is no doubt this important change will {peedily 
be effected. 
The produce; of the country, however, forms 
a very 


| 
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a very {mall part of the exportation of Philadel- 
phia; which, trading with the whole world, re- 
exports, in immenfe quantities, the produce and 
merchandize of foreign countries. 

The following is a table of the amount of the 
exports from Philadelphia, for the years 1791; 
1792, 1793, 1794, 1795, and 1796. 


Dollars. 
1791,— 3,436,092. 
1792,— 3,820,052. 
1793,— 6,958,330. 
1794,— 6,643,890. 
1795,—11,518,260. 
1796,—17,549,141. 


I fearcely think it neceflary to repeat, that the 
immenfe increafe in the value of the exportation 
is principally Owing to the increafed value of the 
articles; and to the war in Europe, which has 


caufed a much greater portion of the productions - 


of the colonies to be pats through America, ‘than 
formerly. 

The difference in the value of the barrels of 
flour, one of the principal articles of the exporta- 
tion of Philadelphia during the laft fix years, 
will fhew how fallacious it is to judge of the 
quantity of the article exported by the amount 
of its value. The price of the barrel of fuper- 

z fine 
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fine flour in 1790, was fix. dollars twelve-thir- 
teenths; in°1791, five dollars two-thirteenths ; 
in 1792, five dollars. two-thirteenths; in 1793, 
fix dollars two-thirteenths; in 1794, fix. dollars 
ten thirteenths; in 1795, twelve dollars ; andin 
1796, ten dollars. The price of the fecond flour 
is two fhillings or half a crown lefs per barrel. 

It is to. be obferved, that the price of the 
fuperfine flour varied in the fame year as much 
as two and three dollars, _ 1 have given the me- 
dium price of the year. 

Philadelphia, which in 1796 exported one hun- 
dred and ninety-five thoufand one hundred and | 
fifty-feven barrels of flour, (that is to fay, nearly | 
the fourth part of the exportation of the whole 
union); exported two hundred and ninety-four | 
thoufand and eleven barrels, in 1795; two hun- | 
dred and ninety-nine thoufand two hundred and | 
eighty-feven barrels, in 1794; four hundred and 1 
fixteen thoufand fix hundred and twenty-one if 
barrels, in 1793; four hundred and thirty-three | 
thoufand nine hundred and fixty-eight barrels, 
in 1792; three hundred and fitteen thoufand 
{even hundred and eighty-five barrels, in 1791, 

Thefe were barrels of fuperfine flour ;. the expor- 
tation of the fecond flour never exceeded five 
thoufand barrels; in 1706, the exportation. of 
fecond flour amounted only to one thoufand feven 


bundred 
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hundred and ninety-eight barrels. I have taken 
thefe detai’s from the books of the furveyor. 

In 1765, the exportation of fuperfine flour was 
one hundred and forty-eight thoufand eight hun- 
dred and eghty-feven barrels; two hundred and 
fifty-two thoufand feven hundred and fourty-four 
barrels, in 1771; two hundred and eighty-four 
thoufand eight hundred and feventy-two barrels, 
in 1772; two hundred and fixty-five thoufand 
nine hundied and fixty-feven barrels, in 17733. 
two hundred and one thoufand three hundred and 
five barrels, in 1784; one hundred and ninety- 
three thoufand feven hundred and twenty barrels, 
in 1787 ;—from which ftatement it will be feen, 
that the exportation of flour was not greatly in- 
creafed during twenty-two years. ‘The exporta 
tion of wheat has even greatly diminifhed, owing 
to the number of mills erected in Pennfylvania 
and the ne ghbouring ftates, and there has been 
ho material increafe of the exportation of Indian- 
corn or bifcuits, bringing it down even to the two- 
laft years. 

To give 2 more compleat idea of the commerce 
of Philadelphia, I will here fubjoin a table of the 
principal articles, both foreign and the produce 
of the country, of, its exportation in 1796, and 
the differert ports to which they were configned, 
This ftatement is taken from the cuftom-houfe 


books. 
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books. Iwould gladly have given the computed 
value of every article; but that would have re- 
quired the examination of a multitude of entries, 
and more time than could be {pared by the per- 
fon to whom I am indebted for thefe details. 


Table of the principal Articles exported from Phila+ 
delphia in 1796. 


, 


Articles of Merchandize. Quantities. 
Charcoal - - - ftonsZ, 10 
Beer, cyder, and porter, 
in barrels + + gallons 14,010 ’ 
Ditto, in bottles « dozens "- YRSAB | 
Beef - - - barrels 6,860. , 
oS ea : ditto | J nats 
{mall ditto 6,010 
Butter - a - pounds 157,470 | 
Bricks - - - - number 109,406 | 
Indian-corn = - buthels 179,094 I 
Cheefe - : - pounds 2435332 
Candles - - StS aitto 338,374 
Flour - - - barrels 108,157 
Hams rs ‘ - pounds 1,082,690 
Pork - . «barrels 12,029 
Rye flour - - ditto 50,614 
Flour of Indian-corn ~ ditto 223,004 
Potatoes - “ - buthels 9,004 
Rice - - tierces 6,265 
Linfeed 
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Articles of Merchandize. 
Linfeed oil - ~ 
Train oil - - - 
Spermaceti oil - - 
Furs - - - 
Tallow - - ~ 
Snuft a “ = 
Tobacco 
Timber - i ‘ 

taves, heads of barrels, 


Planks 


Bark - ° . 
Coffee. - - ~ 
Cocoa.’ <« ~ - 
Cotton - - - 
Indigo - - . 


Wrought iron.and fteel 
sundry merchandize 

Pepper - - - 
Spice - “ 


Spirituous liquors rs 


sugar - - - 
Salt - - - 
Bohea tea ~ : 
Fine green tea “ 
Common ditto ditto - 
Wine ~ = ‘ 
Ditto in bottles : 


Quantitiés. 
gallons 762 
ditto 37,726 
ditto 1182 
value in dollars 47,713 
pounds 383,850 
ditto 251,134 
hogfheads 3,437 
- - 2,459,616 
&c. - 1,262,150 
~ - 1,628,516 
value in dol... 106,969 
pounds 21,002,300 
ditto 161,126 
ditto 011,325 
ditto 99,200 
value in dollars 36,246 
ditto 2,822,800 
pounds 244,552 
value in dol. 116,086 
gallons 170,889 
pounds 12,969,916 
buthels 4,496 
pounds 2,200 
ditto 3,130 
ditto 16,210 
gallons 612,883 
dozens 29,225 
Names 
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Names of the Places to which the Articles exported 
Jrom Philadelphia in 1796 were configned, to- 
gether with the Value in Dollars of the whole 
Exportation for the Year to each Place. 


| Dollars. 

Sweden and St. Barthelemy - 411,408 
Denmark, and the Danith Antilles 737,287 
United Provinces’ §- 9-. = 1,824,275 
Dutch Antilles Sas - 184,825 
England - - - - 4,109,011 
Ireland - ~ ~ ~ - 230,544 
Englith Antilles ‘ - - 760,274. 
Englifh Colonies in North America 49,380 
Gibraltar m : - - 33,365 
Newfoundland * . " 21,505 
Hamburg, Bremen, and the Hanfeatic 

Cities - - - Si. edeIO1,.232 
France - ~ - ~ - 913,880 
French Antilles <. - - - 3,250,584 
iflands of France and of Bourbon 20,967 
Spain. - - - ‘ - 66,974 
Spanifh Antilles = - ° 916,985 
Florida and Louifiana ~ - 280,651 
Portugal : ~ - - 12,892 
Fayal ..-< ~ ~ - - 14,070 
Madeira - - - - «111,528 
Teneriffe - - - 661 

Vor. IV. G Ports 


\ 


a 








Brought fir WalVva 110 ie 43 4AG8 
Ports of Italy - : ‘ " 21,904 


Fatt Indies - - z “49,983 


China ~’’ = “ . > - 40,747 


17,549,141 


The following 1s a fratement of the duties 
paid at the cuftom-houfe of P peane during 


five years preceding the date of the table 


1791,— ~780,141 dollars. 
1792,—1,139,613 ditto. 
1793,—1,928,052 ditto. 
1794,—2,001,226 ditto. 
1795,—2,961,204 ditto. 
And for the tyo firit ) 


ea ay -1796,—1,886,691 ditto. 
quarters O 


This ftatenient will not give a perfec idea ‘of 
the value of the iniportations, becaufe the duties 
vary in every fpecies of merchatdize ;~ but when 
we find in the report of tlre fecretary of the'trea- 
fury of the United States s, that the total receipt 
of the dutieson tonnage, and the taxes ‘on im- 


portation and exportation, for the year 4795, 
‘amouhted ta five million fix hundred and feventy- 
nine thoufand four hundred and eighteen dollars; 
i and 
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and fee that thofe of the port: of Philadelphia 
alone, for the fame year, amounted to two mil- 
lion nine hundred and fixty-one thoufand two 
hundred and four dollars, an idea may be formed 
of the immentfe fhare Philadelphia has in the com- 
merce of the United States. 

The following is a ftatement of the veffels that 
arrived at, and failed from the port of Philadel- 
phia, for the laft year—1796. 








Arrived at Philadelphia. Sailed. from Philadelphia. 
Veflels of three matts 199 - 184 
Brigs ~ - 436 - 484 
Shalops— - - 594 ~ 633 
Sloops - - 396 . 382 

Total 1625 1683 


The number of veffels that arrived at Phila- 
delphia in 1795, was lefs by fifty than in 1796; 
but the number that failed from that port in 
1795, was more by fixty-fix. This difference 
was owing to the capture of American veilels by 
privateers from the Weft India Iflands. 

In 1788, the veffels that arrived at Philadelphia 
were no more than fix hundred and fifty-three, 
of which only ninety-three were veiiels of three 


matts. 
G2 The 
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The articles of importation at Philadelphia are 
{pread, not only through Pennfylvania, and the 
tates which furnith the articles of its exportation, 
but alfo through Keritucky, the back fettlements 
of Virginia, and North Carolina, although thefe 
countries do not fend any of their produce to 


“Philadelphia. I refer my reader to what I have 


{aid'on this fubje@t in the account of my journey 
through the Southern States. | 
Freights. at Philadelphia are from eighteen to 
twenty-two dollars per ton, for moft of the arti- 
cles fent to Europe. They are from one to two 
dollars higher for coftee, fugar, and cotton. 
Freights to India are from twenty-two to forty- 
four dollars, becaufé the cargo is chiefly fpecie; 
from India, they are from eighty-fix to eighty- 
eight dollars. Freights to and from the Ifle of 
France are forty dollars. Thefe are the prices of 
the current year; and vary as freights are more 
or lefs plentiful. At prefent they are from two 
to three per cent higher than they were three 
years {ince, becaufe there has been a decreafe in 
the fhipping. I fhall conclude what I have to 
fay relative to the commerce of Philadelphia, by 
the following table of the rate of infurance at 
that port for the years 17Q5, 1796, and 170% 


Rate 
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Rate of Infurance, in the Port of Philadelphia, for the Years 1795, 
1796, and 1797. 
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To Hamburg, bre- 
men, and other 
neutral Ports, not 
heing in the Bal- 
tic, or the Meui vel 
terranean ; allot 
Holland: « s. . 7414 to 5] 4fto 6] 33 3 
Englith Ports inthe 
hannel -1Q._ to 124 4 to § qt to 44) 3 2: 
Ditto weitern Ports, 
on the Route to 
the N. of Ireland.jro 4 to 48 3hto 4] 3 24 
Ports in the Sourh- | 
Eatt of lreland’ .jro 34 fo 4] 3h to 4 | 3 25 
Ditto W. and N, on 
the route toNorth) 72 to 8 | 4 to 4% 32 to 4] 3 24 
French Ports in the | | 
Atlantic ....1 6 to 73) 38 to 431 5 to 61 3% 2ito 3% 
Ditto in the Medi- 
terranean. .. .| gi toto} 4 to 516 to 7}1 4 3 
Portuguefe and Spa- ; 
nifh Ports, in the 
Atlantic ... 47h to10}| zi to 5 | 34to 513 te 3ho.tto 3 
Iiles of France and 
Bourbon .... qi to10 | 5 gs to. 6)4 3h to 4 | 
Cape of Good Hupe!ro 4 to g}h4 4 3% 
Batavia. . 3... | 7h toro | 5 ah to 5/4 to 44) 3h 
Canton, in Chita .ho 5 5 5 4. to 4% 
Calcutta... . .J10 ‘tors | 5 5 5 q to 44 
Jamaica. «4+ «415 to2o | 34-to 43) q2to 4H) 3h 3 
Other Englifh Parts 
in the Weft-India 
Ifles .. 2. «110 tors] 3 to 433 to 4/3 21 
French Ports in the | 
Wett Indies. . .| 74 4 to 5] 5§ to 6 34 2ito 3 
2 Neutral Perts in the . 
WettIindies. . .) 5 to 614 to 43/3 to 433 to 33 2ito 3 
Havannah. .%. . >! 6 . zy. to 41.3 3 
New Orleans . . ./ro q to 421 34 to 4H 34 ; | 
Nova Scotia. , . «| 6 4 4 yr At 2 -to: +24 
Ports of the United 
States ; according 
to their diftance, 
and the difficul- 
ticgof the pafflage| 22 to 2} rd to 2}azta 3} s$to a2] a to 2 
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op pere rates of infurance are for néutral veffels, 


“hourid from Philadelphia, and configned only to 


one port. T hey are calculated for the voyage out 
merely, and are generally the fame for the v oyage 
home; except when the veflel is infured at the 


wanae. time-both.coing and.zeturning, when -fome 


abatement is made. The rate is higher, of courfe, 
when the veffel has to touch at feveral ports, be- 
caule e Of the additional rifk. It is higher alfo in 
voyages to the Baltic, and ports of the north, 
during winter; and, for the fame reafon, in voy- 
ages to the Weit India Iflands, from the firft of 
Auguft to the firft of Noyember. It is higher 
alfo for veflels which. w ould not, on a {crutiny, 
by their papers, and the nature of their cargoes, 
prove to be neutral. 

Towards the end of 1793, and in 1794, the 


gate: of infurance was higher than in 1795 and 

1796, because American veffels were at that time 
i captured by the Englith. It was lowered by the 
‘Jubfequent treaty with England; and has again 


rifen, fince the French jin their turn captured 
? e a 
American veffels ; and particularly in voyages to 
. - 4 oO 
the. Weft Indies, becaufe captures there are. fre- 


quent, and are authorifed by the governments 


of the feveral iflands, while it is believ ed that the 
few American veflels captured by the French in 


European feas, are taken without the authority 
of the French Government. 


The 
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The rate of inferance is nearly the fame in 
the different ports of the United States. 

The building of a vefiel at Philadelphia cofts, 
according to its tonnage, from eightecn to twenty- 
two dollars per ton at the time fhe is launched. 
The price 1s increaféd in proportion as there is 
more holm-oak or cedar put into the veffel. The 
fails and rigging of a yeflel of threé hundred tons 
will coft about forty dollars per ton. Thefe 
prices, however, have rifen thirty per cent within 
the laft three years. It is univerfally acknow- 
ledged, that veffels built at Philadelphia are bet- 
ter than thofe of any other pert of the United 
States, They are more found, better finifhed, and 
the ornaments arc handfomer ; and they will lait, 
upon an average, fram four to five years longe 
than the vefiels of the north. Mott of the large 
veflels built at Philadelphia. have their eae 
timber of holm-oak. 

The quality of flour, pot- ie and in fact of 


‘all articles defigned tor exportation, is here more 


’ 


carefully attended to than at any other port. In 
a word, although Philadelphia is at the diftance 
of one hundred and fifty mules from the {ea, and 
the navigation of the Delaware interrupted for 
one month or two months, and fometimes more, 
in every year, it may be reckoned as the moit con- 
fiderable port of the United States, It contains 
G4 the 
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the greateft number of wealthy merchants, and 
affords the moft ready market for the fale of pro- 
ductions. 

As to the manner in which commerce 1s con- 
ducted by the merchants of Philadelphia, what 
I have to fay of the general commerce of the 
United States will be applicable to it, and perhaps 
in a particular manner, becaufe the commerce of 
Philadelphia is on a larger fcale, {peculations are 
more extenfive, the mode of living more extra- 
vagant, and the paflion for acquirmg fudden 
wealth greater there than in any other of the 
American markets. 


BANKS AT PHILADELPHIA. 


There are three banks at Philadelphia ; the\ 
firft is the bank of the United States, which, by 
its conftitution, is obliged to follow the feat of 
government. I fhall enter into fome detail on 
this bank when I come to {peak generally of the 
United States. The other two are—the bank 
of Pennfylvania, and that of North America, 

The bank of Pennfylvania was incorporated in 
1793, by a law of the ftate. Its capital is three 
millions of dollars, divided into feven thoufand 
five hundred fhares of four hundred dollars each. 
The thares were bought by individuals, or com- 
panies, the ftate not referying any fhare, or the 


powcr 
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power of acquiring any, except by fubfcription in 
the manner of individuals. ‘This bank receives 
depofits; and difcounts at one-half per cent per 
month. It cannot fell any thing but the public 
funds, or effe4s that have fallen into its hands for 
advances, It cannot buy any thing but gold or 
filver in bullion; or the fhares of its own cor- 
poration, which it muft never buy below par, 
nor in a greater quantity than fifty at a time. 
It cannot lend to the government of the United 
States more than fitty thoufand dollars. No 
greater loan can be made but in confequence of 
an exprefs law. . It cannot circulate, either by its 
own notes, or by difcount, or otherwife, more 
than three millions of dollars, 

The law incorporating this bank, enjoins all 
the receipts of the {tate to be depofited in it. OF 
twenty-five directors that form its adminiftration, 
{ix are nominated by the legiflature, and the other 
nineteen by the proprietors of its tock. Eleven 
go out annually by rotation: A return of the 
general fituation of the bank is to be made an- 
nually to the legiflature, to be fubmitted to its 
examination; but the legiflature cannot demand 
an infpection of the accounts of individuals: and 
the little dependence this bank has on the go- 
yernment, and the fidelity of its tranfa¢tions, 
have placed it high in the public confidence. Its 

dividends 
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dividends are froni eight to’ nine per gent, al- 
though a confiderable turplus is prudently aceu- 
mulated. Shares in this bank bear at prefent a 
premium of twenty-five and thirty per cent. 
The bank of North America 1s of an older 
Gate, the a@& under which it was incorporated 
having paffed in 1787. It was at firft eftablifhed 
11-1782, but was diffoived in 1784. This bank 
may extend its capital to two millrons of dollars; 
and has the privilege of making laws,*by a court 
of its own proprietors and its twelve directors, for 
its adminiftration. But itis bound by the fame 


sules in its fales and purchafes as the bank of 


Pennfylvania. As the legifiature, however, has 


placed no other reftri¢tion on this bank, and it 
1s {till more mdependent of the government than 
the Bank of Pennfylvania, its character 1s very 
great. It 1s called The Quakers Bank, becaute 
the greater part of its original fubfcribers were 
Quakers; its direQors are in general of the fame 
body; and it is the bank at which thofe people 
generally keep their cafh. Its dividends are from 
feven to eight per cent. The price of original 
fhares, which was a hundred dollars for -each, 
bears a premium of forty-five per cent; and it 1s 


very Seldom that a fhare is to be fold.. In 1791, 


this bank lent one hundred and fixty thoufand 
dollars to the {tate of Pennfylyania, on the fecu- 
rity 





ee 


| 


THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. Oi 


rity of its public funds, and for one year only ; 

the fum was punctually repaid. 

THE CITY OF PHILADELPHIA,—ITS HOSPITALS, 
~ ptuc LIMARKETS, ‘&e. 


Philadelphia is not only the fineft city of the 

United States, but may indeed be deemed one of 

the moft beautiful cities in the world. It cer- 

tainly is not ornamented with noble and antique 

edifices, like many of the cities of Europe; nor 

are the public buildings, with the exception of 

the {tate-houfe, remarkable either for the beauty 

of their architecture or their magnitude; but the 

houfes are all built of finé brick, and have a 

pleafing appearance of fimplicity and neatnedfs. 

Many of them are decorated at their bafe, and 

round their windows, with a white marble lightly ij 

veined, which is found a few miles from the city, | | 

near the Schuylkill, and have flights of fteps of 1 

the famé marble. The ftreets are wide, and are 

generally planted with trees, and have very com- 
-modious pavements. The fountains that fupply 

the city with water are in great numbers, and in- 

deed exceed any thing of that nature in Europe. 

We have nothing to regret here but the want of 

noble fquares; nor any confiderable nuifance to 

complain of but the burial places, which are often 

in the moft crowded parts of the city. - 

| | This 


. 
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This nuifance is indeed a very ferious evil; and 
it cannot be doubted, is the caufe of much fick- 
nefs in a city, where the heat of the fummer is 
fo great for three months as at Philadelphia. It 
has been in agitation to prohibit burial places in 


the city; but the matter has never been treated 


with the decifion that the importance of the fub- 
ject requires. 

The narrowne({s of the quays is another caufe 
of the unhealthinefs of this city, and 1s one which 
it will be more difficult to remove than the for- 
mer. This defect cannot be remedied, but at the 
expence of an entire {treet extending along the 
river and crowded with the counting-houfes and 
warehoufes of the merchants. This ftreet is not 
to be found in the plan traced by. Penn, which was 
exactly followed as far.as it extended. But the 
city is increafed on the borders of the Delaware, 
both to the right and left. The buildings at firft 
extended beyond the ground which he marked 
out between the Delaware and the Schuylkill; 
but the increafe of commerce gave a new direc- 
tion to buildings of late years; fo that the city, 
although large, does not occupy half the ground 
between the two rivers, and it is not probable 
that it will extend farther towards the Schuylkill. 
the prefent population of Philadelphia amounts 
to feventy thoufand inhabitants, 


I thall 
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I thall endeavour to avoid the repeating of cir- 
cumftances relative to this city that are known to 
every one. Its ptifons are the only public efta- 
blifhments which are fuperior to the fame kind 
in France and England; its hofpitals, libraries, 
colleges, literary and phulofophical focieties, are 
inferior to thofe of the old world, and indeed 
muft long continue to be fo; but if we confider 
how few years have pafled fince this city was 
founded, and how ftrll fhorter the {pace of time ay 
is fince Pennfylvania, with the other ftates, be- 
came free, nd was therefore able to employ all 
its refources, we fhail be furprifed at. the degree 
of improvement we find in Philadelphia; and it 
ought not to be concealed, that the difpofitior of 
the inhabitants tends to facilitate the progrefs of 
the arts and {ciences; which, however, with every 
advantage, demand time to bring them to per- 
fection. Neither ought it to be overlooked, that 
the Quakers are, in every part of the ftate, the 
moft fteady and zealous promoters of every plan 
for the public happinefs. Their influence at Phi- 
ladelphia ts greater than in other parts, becaufe of 
their numbers. They are calculated to amount 
from one thoufand fix hundred to one thoufand 
feven hundred families in that city. 

The majority of the governors of the hofpital 
of Pennfylvania are Quakers. The economy of 
; this 
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this hofpital is not, however, fo perfect as Wwe 
fhould expe&t. The patients are too much min- 
gled together. There are fix of the phyficians of 
Philadelphia who attend the hofpital gratuitoufly, 
Two of thefe attend together, and make but two 
yifits in the week. They take this office by turns, 
two being changed every two months. There are 
two pupils refiding in the honfe, who fee the pre- 
{criptions adminiftered ; and it is very feldom that 
any of the fick have the aid of the phyficians, 
except on the vifiting days. | {peak of poor pa- 
tients, who are admitted gratis; for the funds of 
this hofpital are fo {fmall, that many of the pa- 
tients are obliged to pay the phyfician, and thefe 
the phyficians vifit when fent for. 

In 1775, the hofpital received feventy patients 
gratis; but, although its revenues are not dimir 
nifhed fince that period, the increafe of the price 
of provifions, and of the wages of the perfons em- 
ployed in the hofpital, is fo great, that at prefent. 
it can take no more than thirty patients gratis. 
The reft, to the number of fixty-one, pay to be 


admitted in .the. following proportions — from 
three.to four dollars per week for a place inthe 
common room ; fix dollars for a room with more 
than one bed ;. and eight dollars fora room apart 
from: others ; the two aft. clafles-moreaver pay 
the phyfician, es +" 

 Infane 
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Infane perfons are taken into this hofpital. 
They were formerly kept i. apartments under 
ground ; but at prefent they are in anew build- 
ing, which is fpacious and ary. The degree of 
liberty they are allowed, and-the cleaniinefs of 
their apartments, daily increafes the number of 
thofe who leave the hofpital cured. The econo- 
my of this part of the hofpital is indeed admir- 
able; two years fince it was a fubject of difguit. ~ | 
Dr. Rusu, one of the phyficians of whom | 
‘I made inquiries-concerning the caufes whicl 
brought patients of this kind to the hofpital, at- 
tributed one half to the excefflive drinking of 
{piritous liquors ; a fourth to devotion; and a | 
{maller portion to love. It is to be fuppofed that : 
thefe obfervations were accurate, as they were 
made from an examination of the books. of . the 
hofpital. That part which concerns theexceflive 
drinking of fpiritous- liquors is confirmed by daily 
experience. It 13° a common .cafe,. for aman, 
atter {uch amzexcefs, to be feveral days fuccef- 
fively in a ftate of infanity; which very rarely 
happens from exceffive drinking of wine... The 
madnefs eccafioned by religion is mott frequent 
amongft fects whofe dogmas are extravagant, and 
who affect their difciples more with terror than 


with hope.. The derangement proceeding from 
Jove 1s more frequent withthe women than the 
| men ; 
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men: and the patients of that clafs are chiefly 
girls betrayed or deferted by their lovers. The 
number of infane patients, he laft time I vilited 
the hofpital, was forty-five. 

Dr. Ruth is one of the moft celebrated phyfi- 
He is reproached with an 


cians 10 Philadelphia. 
- and it is cer-. 


extreme partiality for bleeding 
tain that he is by no means {paring of the orac- 
tice. He is alfo accufed of being wedded to 
fyftem ; but this reproach 1 is more likely to pro- 


ceed from the envy common in Philadelphia, 


as in other places, than any other caufe. Dr. 
Ruth has certainly more practice than any other 
phyfician in Philadelphia; he is a man of 
talent, and one of the beft informed men in 
America. Both his writings and actions prove 
that he has the welfare of the human rare at 
heart. His zeal and courage during the preva- 
lence of the yellow fever, were not to be fub- 
dued by danger or difficulty. In 1792, he nearly 
fella viétim to that terrible fcourge. A work 
which he wrote on that difeafe met with many 
opponents, efpecially among perfons of his own 
profeffion. Dr. Ruth publifhed’a letter in 1790; 
recommending the fupprefling of the punith- 
ment of death; and the happy refult ‘of the 
change in that refpeé in the criminal code of 


Pennfylvania, is fufficient proof of the wifdem of 
his 
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his fpeculation. There are other political papers 
of Dr. Rufh, abounding with beneficent and va~ 
luable fentiments. | x 

The almis-houfe is as fittle. to’ be mepiricndels 
for the nature of its management as the hofpital. 
Its economy is not influenced» by thofe exten 
five views, which in a great {tate ought to: have 
a principal fhare in the aid given’ to the poor. 

‘The principal market of Philadelphia excites 
the ‘attention “of every foreigner.° It is a long 
building, conftructed of brick, and fupported by — 
pillarsof brick. ‘The alleys ate paved. It ftands 
in the large ftrect which feparates the north and 
fouth quarter of the city. Here are to be found 
all forts of proyifions ; butcher-meat, poultry, ve- 
getables, &c.—-flowers, roots, and trees are alfo © 
fold in this market. As provifions are fold: no 
where but itt this, and three or four markets in 
other parts of the city, this market is greatly 
crowded for three or four hours in the morning ; 
but although the paflages fometimes are almoft 
choked up with people, the noife is very inconfi- 
derable. Every one makes his market with little 
or no difpute ;' provifions are fo abundant, and 
the venders fo numerous, that the purchafer who 
is dilatisfied has but.a ftep or two. to: make to 
confult his caprice,° or to endeavour to. make a! 
better bargain.” The prodigious:quantity of pro- 

Vor. IV. H vifions 





g8 TRAVELS THROUGH 


vifions of all forts in this market begets no offen- 
five {mell; the tables are {craped and wafhed 
every day, and the paflages are kept thoroughly | 
clean. One 1s at firtt aftonifhed to fee fuch per- 
fe% cleanlinc{s, where there are fo many almoft 
unavoidable caufes of filth. 3 

A gréat quantity of the provifions fold at Phi- 
ladelphia is brought fixty miles ; 1t is conveyed in 
covered waggons that arrive in the night... The 
horfes are untharneffed, and ftand round the carts, 
with hay before them, which the farmer always 
brings with him, to fave expences at the ins. 
Sometimes there are more than a hundred of 
thefe wagons ftanding at the upper part of the 
{treet in which the great market.1s fituated, 
Sometimes the farmers retail their provifions 
themfelves, from: their carts, which bring veal, 
pork, poultry, game, butter, and cheefe, as well 
as articles of agriculture, and even the products 
of induftry. | 

Jerfey furnifhes the markets of Philadelphia 
with many articles, particularly hams, poultry, 
butter, and vegetables. It is a pleafing objet, to 
fee the perfect order that prevails in the markets; 


and it is worthy of regard, that the whole pro- 
ceeds from the difpofition of the people, for the 
public police never has occafion to intérferein 
thefe places. _I am compelled to own, however,/ 
that 
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that having pafled three winters in Philadelphia, 
I have perceived'a gradual change taking place 
‘in this refpect, and alfo in the tranquillity that 
formerly reigned at night in thé ftreéts. In 1794, 
it Was uncommior to : éncoutiter any body: at 
night, and {till more to hear any noife after ‘ele- 
ven oclock. The noifein the ftrects continues 
now till a much kter hour. Philadelphia 18, iff 
deed, departing very widely from seempletisy of 
mahners, 
This city, being at a-gteat Silane from the 
fea, 13 ill provided with fifh. Rock Jif; which is 
a long fith with very white flefh, and does not 
_ refemble any fith of Europe that I know, is the 
onlyone that is to be found throughout the year | 
at Philadelphia. The epicures, however, caufe a | 
variety of fith to be brought from New York. 
The rent of the fhops in the market-place is 
one ofthe revenues of the city; and produces 
about eight thoufand dollars, » The other re- 
venues of the city area tax upon taverns, a tax 
upon quays, and a taxon property of the fame 
kind as that laid in the counties. | 
The amount of thefe taxes varies «with ‘cir- 
cumftances; the principal fource of their ‘in- 
creafe 1s the ‘conftrucion of public buildings. 
The: taxes of the city of Philadelphia in 1790, 
eemented to fizteen thoufand eight hundred dol- 
H 2 lars ; 
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lars; in. 1:793,-to twenty thoufand three hundred 
and thirty-twe dollars; in 1794, to twenty-nine 
thoufand five hundred dollars; in 1795, to twenty- 
eight thoufand fix hundred dollars. ‘They were 
lefs.in 1796 andin 1797; but I do not know the 
exact amount.of thefe years. 

Some judgment may be formed of the im- 
menfe increafe of wealth in Philadelphia by the 
rapid increafe of the computed value. of articles 
fubject to taxation. In 1790, it amounted to 
ninety-eight million fix hundred and feventy- 


four thoufand and fixty dollars ; and in 1795, to 


ene hundred million five hundred and thirty 
thoufand feven hundred and thirteen dollars. In 
1797, it exceeded that computation by more 
than two millions of dollars ;—the computation 
being throughout made upon the fame principles. 
The quantity, of articles fubjeé&t to taxation in- 
exéafing rapidly in this city, as it alfo does 
throughout the whole {tate, and the expences of 
the city continually decreafing, becaufe they have 
been heretofore greatly augmented by the con- 
{truction of public edifices, bridges, &c. the im- 
pofts, already low, muft neceffarily decreafe. 
There is no city of the United States where 
articles of confumption are to be found an fuch 
great abundance as at Philadelphia, even to almoft 
all articles of luxury. . Many fhops are. as well 


furnifhed 
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furnifhed as thofe of Paris or London: The 
tradefmen are polite and obliging; and not at all 
prefling for their money, when they are aflured 
of the folvency of their cuftomers, at leaft I have 
found it fo. The workmen are expert ;° but, as 
they can earn a great deal, they do not- labour 
with the fame conftancy as workmen in’ Eu2 
rope, and frequently make a purchafer wait long 
for the execution of an order. Every thing 
in America, more particularly at Philadelphia) is 
much: dearer than in Europe. A workman, hired 
by the day, receives a dollaryper day, befides his 
poard; the wages of ordinary domettics, who are 
for the moft part negroes, are from ten to twelve 
dollars per month, befides. board and -wafhing. At 
female fervant, of the moft ordinary kind, has 
a dollar per week. Board is from eight to twelve 
dollars per week, without wine, fire, or candles. 
The rent of tne {malleft houfe, in a remote part 
of the city, is three hundred: dollars per annum ; 
the rent of large houfes, in good: fituations,>is 
from two thoufand-five hundred to three thou- 
fand dollars. Beef cofts from ten: to: thirteew 
pence per pound; and-a couple of fowls often 
more than a dollar: Other'things are:in the fame 
proportion. The value. of the ground.in Phila 
delphia differs according ito its fituatio@n ; vit is 
fold by the feet infront; according to its»depth. 

; H 3 A piece 
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A piece of ground of one hundred and fifty ‘feet 
depth, in the moft frequented part of the city) 
brings from one hundred and eighty dollars “to 
two hundred and fixty per foot. At the end 
of ftreets not compleated, they afk only from 
twenty-four to thirty dollars per foot; and \be- 
tween thefe extreme fituations the medium price 
is from one hundred to.one hundred and twenty: 
dollars. 

- Of the lands in the vicinity of Philadelphia, 
thofe in the’ plain are fandy and fteril, the: hills 
near the Schuylkill are fandy and full of ftones,, 
although a little ftronger. But the badnefs of 
the lands does not prevent their felling for a high 
price, as they are almoft entirely engrofled for 


eountry houfes by the wealthy inhabitants of the 


city. Their price 1s from one hundred and ‘fifty 
to one thoufand two hundred dollars: per acre, 
including the buildings, according to their fitua- 
tion and other circumftances. To the fouth of 
the. city the land, lying between the Delaware 


_ and the-Schuylkill, having been formerly covered 


with water, is a fine foil from twenty to twenty- 
five feet in depth, but always very wet. [t»pro- 
duces a natural grafs of the’ beft quality in | great 
abundance, being enriched by the mud left from. 
the overflowing of the riv ers; and might be greatly 
= by peing drained, but this 1 is not done 

for 
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forthe want of hands. It is feldom that eftates 
are to be fold in the neighbourhood of Philadel- 
phia, the proprietors being tempted to keep them 
in their hands by their conttant encreafe in value; 
and they are very rarely let to tenants for more 
than a year or two years. The grafs-lands are 
gencrally ufed to fatten oxen; their-rent 1s from 
twenty-four to twenty-eight dollars. per acre. 
{uands that bear Indian corn, gram, and potatoes, 
are let at the fame’ price. 

| 

MANNERS OF THE PEOPLE OF PHILADELPHIA. .. 

Philadelphia is univerfally accufed of poflefi- 
ing lefs hofpitality than any other city in the 
United States; and it may be allowed to deferve 
this reproach. The excufe of the mhabitants 1s, 
the great concourfe there is always here of {tran- 
gers, who would too greatly occupy the time of 
their hoits iftee much encouragement were given 
to vilits. The true reafon is, the inceflant atten- 
tion that is paid in Philadelphia, more than in 
any other part of the world, to the accumula- 
tion of wealth; which paffion 1s not diminifhed 
even by the pofieflion of the greateft fortune. 
To mend his -circumftances is the predominant 
‘idea of every mann this country. This mer- 
cantile notion, of neceffity, confines within him- 
felf the man whom it influences; and gives him, 
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no time tr: tafte for the pleafures of fociety, 
What is juftly called /oviety does not exift in this 
city. The vanity of wealth 1s common enough, 
The rich man loves to fhew the ftranger his 
fplendid furniture, his fine Englifh glafs, and ex- 
quifite china.» But when the ftranger has once 
viewed the parade in a ceremonious dinner, he 
is dif{miffed for fome other new-comer, who hag 
not yet feen the magnificence of the houfe nor 
tafted the old Madeira that has been twice or 
thrice to the Eaft Indies. And then, a new face 
is ‘always more welcome than an old one to him 
who has little to fay to either, 

The real ftate of fociety at Philadelphia is in- 
eluded in: invitations to great dinners, and tea; 
to.all who atrive fram Europe—Englith, French, 
inhabitants, of every country, men of every clafs 
and .of every. kind of character, philofophers, 
priefts, literati, princes, dentifts, wits, and idiots. 
And the next day the idolized f{tranger is: not 
known in the fireet, except he be wealthy, efpe= 
cially:in money ;' when, indeed, the politenefs 
of the citizens of Philadelphia continues to exift 
as long as the ftranger can purchafe eftates, and). 
even beyond that term, for the homage paid ta 


‘wealth is a worthip in which all feés unites so4 


Lo the’ ordinary defe&s of focicty in Philadel-, 
phia; is to be added the intemperance of politics. 
| oe! 
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The Englifh influence ptevails inthe firft circles; 
and prevails with great intolerance, | 

Perfons-of wealth here, who carefled, the agents 
of Robefpierre, when that monfter extirpated all 
the worth his power could reach, are the avowed 
enemies of France, now that her government in- 
clines to mildncfs and-humanity. It is not to be 
denied that the American commerce has fuftered 
greatly from French privateers; and we cannot 
therefore be furprized,” either at the ill humour 
of the merchants of Philadelphia, or their mode 
of exprefling it. | 

Having given this fketch of the temper of the 
people of Philadelphia, I am compelled to fay, 
however correét it maybe,’ that: many families 
are to be found who form ‘exceptions, and are 
neither tainted with the general vices: of this 
place, nor inflame with the prefent fpirit of 
party. What I have faid is without ill will, L 
have no perfonal :complaint: to make. But I 
fpeak without referve: for why fhould f write, 
if it were not to communicate truth? 

Before all thofe to whom:I feel myfelf indebted 
for their kindnefs, I have to place. the family of 
Cuew,.. Bensamin Cuew, the head of this 
refpeGtable family, who is a man in years, unites 
to an underftanding, naturally penctrating and 
liyely, great information, .an amiable temper, 

noble 
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noble generofity, and the fimpleft of manners, 
His large family is univerfally efteemed; and in 
no quarter of the world 1s there any one more 
eftimable.' I was received by him as a brother; 
and my heart is filled with fentiments of efteem, 
gratitude, and love for him, that will go with 
me tothe grave; and I hope he will pardon my 
exprefiion of thofe fentiments in this place. | 
Toname every one from whom I haye te- 
ceived offices of kindnefs would be to: trefpafs 
too much on my reader; and I muft be fatisfied 
with indulging myfelf with a remembrance of 
their friendfhip. | | | | 
Notwithftanding the defective ftaté of fociety 
in Philadelphia, this» city is perhaps the moft 
agreeable of the United States for a foreigner. 
The refidence of the members of Congrefs will 
enable him to gather information on the different 
parts of this interefting country; and, in fact, to 
travel through its different ftates with great ad- 
vantage to his enquiries. Although:in Philadel- 
phia, as throughout America, no°one-is fuffi- 
ciently free from employment to: give himfelf 


. wholly to letters. or’ the {ciences, this city con- 


tains, more than any other, perfons'who cultivate 
them; and whofe fociety- is extremely interefting 
when thofe fubje@s are difcuffed There “is a 
philofophical fociety heres: and a largeand valu- 
S20! able 
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able library. There is alfo a mufeum “which 
has an almoft complete collection of the mine- 
rals and animals of North America. ‘This fine 
colle@tion is the property of Mr. Pearse. His 
intelligence, and indefatigable induftry: for twenty 
years in the forming this collection, ‘have fup- 
plied the want of means that a niore ample for- 
tune would have readily furnifhed, and entitle 
him to aid in his undertaking from the govern~ 
ment. 
The profufion and luxury of Philadelphia, on 
‘ great days, at the tables of the wealthy, in their 
equipages, and the drefies of their wives and 
daughters, are, as I have obferved, extreme. I 
have feen balls on the Prefident’s birth-day where 
the fplendor of the rooms, and the variety and 
richnefs of the dreffes did not fuffer in compari- 
fon with Europe; and it muft be acknowledged, 
that the beauty of the American ladies has the 
advantage in the comparifon. The young wo- 
men of Philadelphia are accomplifhed in differ- 
ent degrees, but beauty is general with them. 
They want the eafe and fafhion of French wo- 
men; but the brilliancy of their complexion is 
infinitely fuperior. Even when they grow old 
they are ftill handfome; and it would be no ex- 
agceration to fay, 1 in the numerous affemblies of 
tepid it is impoffible to meet with what is 
called 


} 
it 








108s . TRAVELS THROUGH 


ealled a plain woman. As to the young men, 
they for the moft part feem to belong to another 
{pecies. | . 
Wealth makes all the diftinction of -claffes in 
Philadelphia. The great merchants, and the law- 
yers who are at the head of their profeffion, hold 
the firft rank. Different claffes very rarely mingle 
together. The Quakers live among themfelves, 
and in a retired manner. But gay colours pleafe 
the young Quaker-ladies ; and are indeed great 
enemies of the fe&. The toilette is the fubje@ of 
much-uneafinefs to the old people, whether prohis 
bited or tolerated by them. But whether prohi- 
bited or not, the young and handfome Quaker- 
girls will facrifice to the toilette, and call them- 
{elves Half-quakers ;.and, it mutt:be. confeffed, 
they are the greateft favourites, with our. fex. 
The young men, among the Quakers, who‘would 
make themfelves agreeable to the Jemale deferters, 
powder and fhape their drefs accordingly ;. and 
the fect is continually lofing fome of thofe that 
fhould be its pillars by the effect of a ribband or 
gown. | ; 
Profufion is not ‘confined. to the higher ranks. 
It fpreads among the feryants ; and.even reaches 
the negroes... Both one and the other give their 
balls, ‘which. are deftitute of the charming fim- 
plicity of. the -fetes of jour peafants, Variety of 
of refrefh- 
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refrefhments, good fuppers, and fine dreffes, dif- 
tinguifh them, A female negro fervant, whofe 
wages are one dollar per weck, will, at. thefe 
balls, have a drefs that cofts fixty dollars.. . They 
never go. butoin coaches to thefe balls,’ which 
are very frequent. On Sundays the public-houfes 
in the environs of the city are crouded with la- 
bourers. and little fhopkeepers, who. frequently 
come in a chair, with their whole family, and 
will expend from three to four dollars for the 
day’sentertainment. It is not to hoard that the 
Americans are rapacious ; their improvidence has ~ || 
ftill all the character of colonitts. Vall 
There is a:theatre at Philadelphia, in defpight | 
of the many-and vehement petitions prefented | 
againft it by the Quakers and diffenting mini- | 
fters. It 1s generally crouded ; not that the actors | 
are good, but it is a place where péople can af- ill : 
femble and exhibit themfelves. There are from ' | 
twenty ta twenty-five ftage-coaches, that either | 
go from or arrive at Philadelphia every day. 
They are mean and incommodious carriages ; 
but are light, and travel very quickly. The 
horfes are good in Pennfylvania ; and there are 
{ets belonging to fome of the ftage-coaches that 
are not furpaffed by any in Europe. 
_. ‘The inhabitants of Philadelphia, like thofe of 
. the whole State of Pennfylyania, are a muxture 
of 


| , 
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6f all the ‘nations of Europe. The Englifh ate 
im the greateft number. The counties of Penns 
fylvania, beyond the Sufquehannal, and at 4 
greater diftance from Philadelphia than the. reft, 
are little influenced by the political opinions of 
the capital, which, as I have faid, are in favor 
of England. 

There are a great many new/{papers publithed 
_ in Philadelphia ; whence they are {pread shrouge 
all the ftate. 

Twenty-eight places of worfhip hold the dif- 
ferent fects of Philadelphia. The Quakers have 
fix. One of thefe belongs to the Free-quakers; a 
body expelled from the reft, for having carried 
arms, and accepted offices under the government 
of the State, or that of the Union, during the 
firuggle for Independence.. This body does not 
differ from the fect, except in a relaxation: of 
ecclefiaftical difcipline. There is 4 place of wor- 
fhip called'the African Church, fet-apart for:the 
neégroes ; who go, notwithftanding, to the other 
churches at their pleafure.. The clergyman of 
the African church is himfelf a:negroe. He ts 
aes to the clergy on all occafions where they 


afiemble ina body. —— 
The Quakers have eftablifhed Hert two charity: q ‘ 
{chools for the negroes, where they are taught to 
read, write,-and caft accounts.’ But among the: a 
wils 
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wife and beneficent laws of the State of Pennfy}- 
vania, onefees with pain that no provifion is yet 
made for the erecting of {chools for the educa 
tion of children at the public: expence, like thofe 
of New England. The legiflature, indeed, is en- 
gaged on a plan of this nature. The Quakers, 
it is faid; oppofe thefe foundations, becaufe. they 
have -{fchools of their own, being unwilling to 
mingle their children with the children of other 
perfuafions ; and becaufe they. would either be 
compelled to abandon this policy or maintain 
their own f{chools at an exclufive expence, while 
they would pay a general.tax to thofe of the 
public. I cannot fuppofe this oppofition-to be 
real; or, if fo, that it can continue long. The 
{tate that feels the importance of public f{ehools 
will, in the end, gain the victory ; and, no doubt, 
the Quakers themfelves will net be backward in 
acknowledging the injuftice and mifchievous ef- 
fects of their pretenfions. viv 
I cannot conclude what I have to fay of Phi- 
ladelphia ‘without obferving}+ that, here, and. al- 
moit in eyery dther|-partof; America through 
which I have pafied; I have frequently heard the 
name, of- M..de la RochEroucauLtT pronoun- 
ced, witha profound veneration for his memory, 
and fincere!.forrow for--his fate. Although. he 
never ‘vifited the United. States; he was known 
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ag x Frérichman who fhewed the ftrongeft. ate 
tachment to their independence. « They named 
him ‘their’ friend ; and my connection with him 
by blood procured: me i more than one family 
the kindeft and moft diftinguifhed reception. 
Having no other paffion than that of doing 
good, and. pofleffing at once the private virtues, 
as well as thofe that fit us to ferve the public, 
he had a modefty, approaching to a diffidence of 
himfelf, that increafed the luftre of all his great 
qualities. His mind was noble, and independent; 
and he worfhipped liberty long before her name 
was openly pronounced in France. Without 
mixture in his views, as without ftain in his con- 
dua, he is perhaps the only example ‘of an emi+ 
nent man in the French Revolution whofe cha- 
racter calumny: did not impeach. Yet was this 
man murdered !—murdered in the prefence of 
the tendereft of mothers, and the moft amiable 
of wives; by wretches calling themf{elves patriots, 
hired by monfters more deteftable than thofe, 
and who alfo called themfelves patriots! France 
fhuddered at this crime, when-it was:commit- — 
ted; and, even in thofe fatal times, when terror 
compelled men to belie their confciences, no one 
was found to fay, that his death was not a pub- 
lic misfortune. I have no doubt, when the re- 
prefentatiyes of the French nation fhall be at 
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liberty to decree the homage of public regret to 
the memory of juft citizens that intrigue and 
cruelty fhatched from their country, the name 
of M. de la Rochefoucault will be among the 
firtt that will be heard. Suéh a decree will do 
honour to the French nation ; and I fhall be par- 
doned, I hope, for pouring forth my foul on this 
fubjet. Tobe proud of my near connection, 
by blood, and by the ties of an intimate friend- 
{hip, with one of the mott virtuous men of the 
age, will not give offence to thofe who know 
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what it is to love 
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JOURNEY 
TO 
BETHLEHEM, AND IN THE JERSEYS, 


IN JUNE 1797. 
ee 0466S 


THE ROAD TO GERMANTOWN, 


Once more quitted Philadelphia with plea- 
fure, the oppreffive and burning heat ten- 
dering that city difagreeable at this feafon; and 
as the fittings of Congrefs, which had induced 


“me to remain there till now, prefented nothing 


to fatisfy curiofity, I proceeded towards Beth- 
Jehem. 

On leaving the city, I went a little out of the 
way to take leave of my friend Mr. NicKLen, 
a good and worthy Englifhman, from whon I 
had, during my ftay in America, received many 
teftimonies of attention, and who had mar-ied 
one of the daughters of the refpectable family of 

HEW. He occupies, during the fummer, one 
of the handfomeft country-feats in the envions 
of Philadelphia, built on one of the hills of Schuyl- 
kill, ‘This villa, which is called Fill, enjoys one 

ot 
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ef the moft delightful profpects in the world. 
_ Mr. Nicklin purchafed this houfe, and nineteen 
acres of ground attached to it, at the price of 
twenty-two thoufand. dollars, which price may 
give an idea of the value of fuch feats in the 
neighbourhood of Philadelphia. 

The road to Germantown is upon the afcent, 
the fummit of the hill on which that little town 
is built being two hundred feet higher than the 
bed of the Delaware, although the diftance is 
only feven miles. ~ The lands, though not of the 
firft quality, are fufficiently produétive ; the vici- 
nity to Philadelphia making it eafy to get manure, 


while the high pricé of provifions in that city en- 
courages ‘the farmer to lay out fuch expences as 
may infure the beft and moft abundant returns. 
All the way to Germantown the houfes are 
very clofe together, the properties being fo valu- 
able as to prevent them from being very exten- 
five: there are few of the farms which exceed 
two hundred acres. Stone abounds in this dif- 
trict, and is found ata very {mall depth; it is 1 
uniformly micacious free ftone. Of this all the ui 
houfes are built. Thefe buildings would not be | 
reckoned handfome in Europe. They are good 
{mall houfes, without elegance and without orna- 
ment; but in point of fize, as well as diftribu- 
tion of the apartments, they afford their pro- 
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prietors every thing ‘that comes under the dend- 
mination of convenience: and.comfort. Mott of 
them are country houfes for the relaxation of the 
inhabitants of Philadelphia. 


Germantown is a long village, near two. miles 
and an halfin extent. ‘The houfes, to the num 
ber of about three hundred, are all built on the 
fide of the highway, and are erected pretty clote 
to’ each other... The lands in ail this diftrict coft 
from an hundred and fixty to two hundred dol- 
lars the acre in whole farms; fome particular 
acres, fituated on the road fide, fell for from four 
to five hundred dollars. I was even. told that it 
is not eafy to procure it at that price ; and I was 
fhewn a field of a dozen of acres, the proprietor 
of which eftimates it at eight hundred dollars the 
acre, The culture of this part-of the country 1s 
better attended to, than in thofe parts which are 
at a diftance from large towns; but it is far from 
being in that ftate of cultivation which it would 
be in Europe, near fo good a market as that of, 
Philadelphia. They raife. a good deal of wheat, 


q 


and {till more Indian-corn, but very little rye or 
gats.. All the produce which is not confumed in: 
the farmer's family, is carried to the market at 
Philadelphia, in confequence of which provifions 
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ave’ag déar at Geitmantown as in the ‘city, to 
thofe who are obliged to purchafe them, Nay, 
they are often even déarer? as-the farmers Who 
go to Philadelphia, where they are fure of gets 
ting quit of all their commodities, frequently re- 
fufe'to fell any part of them on the road. Beef, 
for éxample, which is feldom higher at Phila- 
delphia than eleven pence, cofts fifteen pence at 
Germantown. All this country, and for a con- 
fiderable- way farther, is inhabited principally by 
Germans, and defcendants of Germans. The 
inhabitants are by,no means intelligent, and they 
are particularly averfe to leave their old cuftoms 
for'a new method ‘which might be better; but 
they are induftrious, and their afliduity to labour 
counteracts, in fome meafure, their repugnance 
to all improvement. | 

They manufaGure in their farilies at Ger- 
mantown a great quantity of wollen, cotton, and 
thread ftockings, which the farmérs catry to mar- 
ket at Philadelphia with their’ provifions, and 
' which are reckoned very durable. There are alfo 
fome tan-works at Germantown.’ We find here 
a Lutheran and a Prefbyterian church, befides a 
third: for the Quakers; an academy, and two 
other {chools of confiderable repute. 


I {topped at the houfe of my excellent and re- ° 


{pected friend Mr. Chew, This ‘houfe is-céle- 
| 13 = brated 
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brated as an important f{cene of action in the 
battle of Germantown in 1777. Two hundred 
Englith of the advance-guard of the army, re- 
pulfed by the Americans, were inclofed in this 
place; and refifted the efforts ef General Wath- 
ington, who endeavoured to get the better of 
them with the affiftence of his artillery, and wha, 
after the lofs of four or five hundred men killed 
of wounded, was obliged to retreat, not being 
able to follow up the advantage which his right 
hat obtained, in penetrating to the middle of 
this village. _ General Wathington was blamed - 
atthe time for perfifting fo much in carrying this 
houfe, which did not contain fuch a number of 
Englifh as could at all have difconcerted him had 
he left it behind, and which would have fallen 
into his hands without a blow, had he joined the 
troops with which he made this unfuccefsful 
attack to thofe who were before him, and fuc- 
ceeded in driving the enemy out of the village. 
This houfe, entirely built of the country ftone, 
bears on its walls marks of the American cah- 
non balls and mufket bullets, a great number of 
which had penetrated into the chambers by the 
windows. Thefe bullets and balls are till Rtick- 
ing in the partitions, the holes which contain 
them being only covered with plafter. Mr. Chew 
was as at that time proprietor of this houfe, 


which 








THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 119 


which was built by him. He fold it in 1779, 
with forty acres of land belonging to it, for about 
nine thoufand dollars, and laft {pring he resur= 
éhafed it, at the price of twetity-five thoufand 
dollats, without any improvement having been 
made on it. Labourers receive, in the environs 
of Germantown, a dollar a day of wages, during 
hay-making and harveft. The women employed 
to turn the hay are paid half a dollar a day, all 
befides their dict, which is equal to half a dollar 
more. This dict confifts of coffee or chocolate, 
with ham to breakfaft; frefh meat and vege- 
tables to dinner; tea and ham for fupper, and a 
pint of rum during the day. This is the mafi- 
ner in which labourers are fed in America; and 
if this diet appear expentive to thofe who employ 
them, if this expence prevent them from being 
able to employ a great number, it is gratifying to 
fee how well a clafs of men, reckoned the loweft 
in Europe, is treated in this country, the only 
one where a man, whatever be his profeflion, is 
treated with refpect; where all ranks are confi- 
tlered as men. We may be told, that were our 
European labourers fed with coffee and frefh 
meat, they would not work better, or be better 


gontent. It is, in the firft place, not true, that 


they would not work better anid be moré happy, 
if they were better fed; and it is fiill more cer- 
14 tain, 
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tain, that were they treated with more refped, 
and more attention, they would confider them- 
{elves lefs debafed, they would: become better, 
they would feel with pride that they were a more 
noble branch of fociety, and confequently would 
be more interefted-in its prefervation. Let us 
hope: that the French revolution may, 1n this re- 
{pect, operate a happy change in the lot of the 
laborious clafs of mankind. Without this, liberty 
would be only a word without meaning, a pre- 
text for diforder. 

A cord of oak wood cofts fix, and a cord-of 
hickory from eight to ten dollars, at German- 
town. ~ Thus the lands covered with wood, 
which in the more diftant parts are of much 
lefs value than other grounds, are here the moft 
valuable. The wood from hence is carried to 
Philadelphia principally in the winter time; the 
river not being navigable, it could not be con- 


weyed by it, 


ROAD TO CLEMENT’s TAVERN .—_< SPRINGHOUSE. 


Germantown is in the county of I Philadelphia, 
which the Bethlehem road does not get out of 
till five or fix miles farther on, at Chefnut-hill, 
a pretty village, where there are eftablifhed a 
number.of butchers, who carry to the market at 


J 


Philadelphia the beef which Ee cy kill, and alfo 
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fupply the neighbourhood. A. little beyond Chef- 
nut-hill ,we enter, Montgomery. county. .The 
road, all the way to Clement’s Tavern, is a fuc- 
ceffion of little hills and valleys, more or lefs ex- 
tenfive, all ina good ftate:of cultivation... The 
lands.at Springhoufe are, worth from forty to 
forty-five.dollars the acre; the labourers receive 
here one or two fhillings.lefs than at German- 
town. The country abounds jin oak; and the 
great confumption of wood! in lime-kilns keeps 
always up the price of.a-cordj of oak.to-three 
dollars, and of hickory to five; although theJlands 
‘under culture. are here lefs-in proportion: to. the 
wood-lands than near Philadelphia. Springhoutfe 
is diftant from thence eighteen miles, 

Stone becoming lefs abundant, and ev ety where 
deeper in-the,earth, after. leaving Sprinchoufe, 


houfes of ftone-are lefs numerous, and thefe-of 


wood confequently more. common. The ceun- 
try to Clement's Tavern continues to be of the 
fame defcription. This tavern, feven milesifrom 
Springhoufe, is fituated exaély.on the’ -bounda- 
ries of Montgomery and Buck’s counties. The 
lands here-fell for from thirty-two to fixty dollars 
the .acre. . Labourers’ wages. are’ the fameoas at 
Springhoufe.. - Farm horfes coft. from a hundred 
to a hundred and twenty dollars; - cattle ee 
dollars the pair; cows thirty dollars. -As=ther 
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is no oak in this neighbourhood, although the 
woods are {till more numerous than at Spring- 
houfe, the cord of hickory cofts here only four 
dollars. The country is all along peopled im a4 
great meafure with German and Dutch families, 
CreMents is of Dutch defcent. His grandfa- 
ther, who was a fich merchant, engaged in the 
Eaft India trade, came to America in 1707. 
The lofs of feveral veflels having ruined his for- 
tune, he collected the wreck of it to carry to 
Pennfylvania. His grandfon, the tavern-keeper, 
is one of the beft men I have met with. He 
fhews, with a kind of fatisfaction, an old andiron, 
which his grandfather brought from Holland, 
and which, a hundred years before that time, 
had made part of the furniture of his father’s 
houfe. Clements fees in this old piece of furni: 
ture, which is difplayed in his kitchen, a family 
monunient, which makes him trace two hundred 
years of his genealogy, and in dilating upon that 
he exhibits a confiderable fire, quite the reverfe 
of his amiable fim plicity. 


QUAKERSTOWN, AND THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM. 


The country becomes more mountainous as wé 
proceed on from Clement’s houfe; the valleys 
confequently are extenfive, and we find no longer 
granite but free-ftone, at leaft in the courfe of 
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twenty miles. The country is mofily covered 
with wood, although in feveral places the houfes 
are pretty clofe, and the lands well cultivated. 

Quakerftown is a fmall village, the chief place 
of a fettlement of Quakers {pread through. the 
townfhips of Upper and Lower Milford. Thefe 
townthips were given to the Quakers about eighty 
years ago by William Penn. All the inhabitants, 
however, are not Quakers; feveral of the fami- 
lies which were. firft fettled having quitted it, 
and been fucceeded by others, The number of 
thefe at prefent is about three hundred; and a : i 
number of other families alfo people the two | 
townfhips, which are inhabited and well ¢éulti- 
vated. 

If one may judge by the converfation of the 
Quaker who keeps the tavern where I ftopped, : 
the religion of that fe& is the article which leaft | 4H 
eccupies the Quakers eftablithed in this town- 
{hip. Their farm is the conftant object of their 
thought. 

They are faid to be very good farmers. They 
lay out the greateft part of their grounds in mea« 
dow, and they carry their butter, cheefe, calves, 
poultry, and the articles manufactured in their 
families, fuch as ftockings, linen, &c. to Phila- 
delphia, near forty miles diftant. The frequency 
of their journi¢s to Philadelphia is regulated by 

the 
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thesextent. of their farms, and the confequent 
quantity of their provifions. 

‘Some of them go-only once a fortnight, others 
every ten days; others, again; once a week ; and 
there is one individual who goes every market- 
day, that is twice a week. The quantity of pro- 
vifions they carry alfo determines the manner of 
carriage, namely, whether.on horfeback, ‘in-a cart 
with two horfes, or in a waggon with four horfes. 
They fet out on the evening, to reach Philadel- 
phia by break of day, and return when they have 
fold all their goods ; which they never fail to do, 
even if they are obliged to lower their price as 
the day advances. Their horfes ftand unyoked 
near the carts all the market time, the oats with 
which they feed: them being brought from the 
farm with the provifions. This is the practice 
of all the farmers from Germantown to’ Quakerf- 
town, and confiderably farther... They reckon 
that one cow yields five pounds of butter a week, 
that 1s to fay, to carry to market; for they only 


fell what 1s over the confumption of their own 


famihes, and none of them deny themfelves either 
butter, milk, cream, or fowls. I metcon thé 
road fome girls of eighteen on horfeback,’ tra- 
velling to Philadelphia, and carrying forty pounds 
weight of butter, with fome-cheefe and: poultryy 
Some of them travel alone; and:their youth and 

| beauty, 
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beauty, for the greater part of them are -very 
pretty, gives them no difturbance in a journey fo 
long, fo often repeated, and the greateft part: of 
which is niade ‘in the night time: no perfon 
thinks of injuring them. This particular of Ame- 
rican morals is truly, admirable. 

The lands about Quakerftown are worth from 
thirty-two to fixty dollars; the wages of the 
labourers the fame as at Clemient’s Tavern. The 
culture of. grain is here the fame as elfewhere 
in America, a good deal of maize, corn, and. 
rye; but the lands are either not at all or. very 
badly manured: the dung is laid upon the grafs 
grounds. From Quakerftown to Bethlehem the 
country 1s {till more mountainous; we meet how- 
ever frequently with extremely fertile valleys. 
Mott of the houfes are built of ftone; a good 
many of them, however, are conftructed of {quare 


~ 


beams of wodd, and the interftices filled up with 
{tone. The barns are large, and moftly of wood. 

All this country, from, Philadelphia to within 
a mile of Wilkfbarre, formed part of the firtt 
purchafe made, from. the Indians by William 
Penn, and has been long cultivated and inhabited. 
We fee here few of thofe trunks of trees which 
remain often under foot fo long after the com- 


mencement of the operation of grubbing, and 
; the 
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the country is almoft throughout as much clear 
ed of wood as the generality of Europe. 

The mountains known under the name of the 
Lehigh Mountains, are, properly fpeaking, the firft 
chain which we meet from Philadelphia, the pre- 
ceding ones being rather detached hills than 
mountains. This chain, which croffes the Suf- 
quehannah near Harrifburg, lofes its name at the 
Delaware ncar Eafton, and continues through 
Jerfey under another name. On the other fide 
of that mountain ftands Bethlehem, built*on the 
conflux of the river Lehigh, which falls into the 
Delaware near Eafton, and of the creek Mano- 
kify, which falls immediately at Bethlehem into 
the river Lehigh. 


BETHLEHEM.—DETAILS RESPECTING THE MORA- 
VIANS. 

Bethlehem is inhabited by the Moravian bre- 
thren. It is the firft and moft confiderable of 
their fettlements in America, and’ has thence ac- 
quired much celebrity. I have read in books of 
travels fo many different recitals refpecting the 


internal government of their fociety, their com- 
munity of goods, their children being even taken 
away from the authority and fuperintendance of 
their parents, as belonging to the fociety at large, 

and 
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and refpecting feveral other points of their govern- 
ment, that I was defirous to judge myfelf of the 
truth of thefe affertions; and I have found at 
Bethlehem frefh reafon not to credit, without 
proof, the recitals of travellers. ‘T’his indifputable 
truth is, however, rather delicate, to be avowed 
by one who is writing travels. 

I thall not go back to the origin of the Mora- 
vians, which their hiftorians fix at the year 1424; 
to their perfecution in Europe ; to the almoft total 
diffolution of their fociety at the commencement 
of the feyenteenth century; nor to their reunion 
in 1722, under the aufpices of Count ZINZEN- 
porFr, I fhall fay nothing of their dodtrines; 
all thefe facts are unconnected with their tempo- 
ral government at Bethlehem, which is the only 
point I wifhed to know, and which I think is at 
this time interefting. 

In 1740, the Count Zinzendorff purchafed 
from Mr. ALLAN, who held it of Willam Penn, 
the diftri@ now called Bethlehem, with the view 
of there forming an eftablifhment for the fociety 
of the Moravians. Although fome trees were 
cut down in 1741, it was not till 1742 that the 
{ettlement was begun. . One hundred and forty 
Moravian brethren and fifters arrived from Ger- 
many, and fettled there. Thefe families were 
poor, had no other dependence than their labour, 

and 
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was to be done to form a fettle: 


"i 


and every thing 
dhenk inthe a shit? They lived then in’ one 
general ere contrary to the rules and 
ufage of their fociety, but only from the neceffity 
of circumftances, which would have rendered the 
general: progrefs of their fociety more flow, and 
the fituation of the individual farnilies more ins 
convenient, if their labours and productions had 
been divided. | This deviation from the conftitu- 
tion’ of the Unity (for thus they call their whole 
fociety) was prefcribed by the fynod, which makes 
and alters the laws of all the Moravian people. 
Thus, under the order of the chiefs of the con- 
gregation eftablifhed at Bethlehem, they cleared 
the woods, made roads, ‘and cultivated the lands: 
the women fpan, wove, made their cloaths, and - 
prepared their victuals. One fingle will animated 
the whole, and the product of each individual’s 
labour ferved indifcriminately to ‘the fuppost of 
the whole brother and fifterhood. The fathers 
and mothers being conftantly employed in’ la- 
bour, could not, without inconvenience ‘to the 
community, give their attentions to their children. 
The focicty therefore appointed fome‘of the fif- 
ters to take care of the whole; the authority, 
however, and the fuperintendance of the parents, 
was neither taken away nor diminifhed. At that 
time even, notwithftanding their community of 


goods, 
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goods, the brethren who received any money 
from their families or friends had ‘the free dif- 
pofal of it. If any of them vefted their property 
in the common ftock it was voluntarily, and 
the effect of a zeal and difintereftednefs of which 
there were ‘but few éxamples.. The brethren 
poffeffed of any private property, had frequently 
their children with them; they clothed them 
better; arid the caré which they took of them in 
infancy, a charge confidered a-relicf to the fo- 
ciety; was a proof that at Bethlehem the childre: 
were not, as has been alleged, the property of 
the community; arid that it was no part of the 
inftitution to make the members renounce :all 
private propérty. Ih proportion as the {ettle- 
ment advanced, and their labour became lefs ‘ur- 
gent, the fociety of Bethlehem faw the’ incon+ 
veniences attending a community of labour, pro- 
duce, and enjoyment. The paffions, the vices, 
and the virtues of man, have’ every where nearly 
the fame charaGter. The a@ive brethren killed 
themfelves with work, while the idle took little 
trouble. Thofe‘who reflected difcovered, that 
whatever fatigue they endured, their fituation 
was nowife ameliorated; and that induftry, the 
indifputable property of every man, afforded them 
not a fiigle advantage. Reflection then. had the 
fame effe@ on the induftrious, ‘as their natural 
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difpofition had-on the idle; the ardour for labour 
no longer continued ; the fociety did not profper, 
and the moft of its members were difcentented. 

Thefe. joint confiderations induced them, im 
1762, to change the fyftem of the ¢ommunity. 
The focicty. of Bethlehem was now eftablifhed 
on the rules-of the focictics in Europe, and te- 
called to. the true ‘conttitution of the fociety at 
large; it 1s under this fyftem that it has. been re- 
culated fince that epoch, as well as all the other 
Moravian congregations eftablifhed elfewhere in 
America. 

By the prefent.ordonnances, the communion 
of property is done away in favour. of the indi- 
viduals; it only continues as to the government 
of the feciety, and it exifts partially. The terri- 
torzal property, as well as the profits ot the 
tavern, the ftore, the farm, the faw-mills, oil- 
mulls, corn-mulls, and fulling-mills, the tannery, 
andthe dyeing manufactory, belong to the fo- 
elety, which from thefe funds is enabled to pro- 
vide for the poor, for the payment of debts, and 
of the public taxes. In all other refpects every 
brother enjoys the abfolute property of whatever 
he. can earn by his labour, be it what it may, 
and of the gifts which he may receive. 

_, The government of the fociety is vefted in the 
bifhop, the minifter, the intendant, and the in- 
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fpectors, male and female, of the different divi- 
fions of the fociety, which are five in number ;—~ 
the young men unmarried ; the unmarried fitters 
the widows; the married brethren and fifters, 
and the {chools. The intendant has the exclufive 
adminiftration of the property of the {ociety ; but 
he muft advfe with a committee, compofed of 
from eight to ten members, and. chofen by the 
brethren at large. In the name of the intendant 
they carry on all their tranfaGions, grant leafes of 
houtes and lands, fecurities for borrowed money, 
difcharges, &c. Allthe houfes, however, ereéted 
in the town of Bethlehem, and the four thoufand 
acres belonging to it, arc’ not the property of the | 
fociety, nor even the greater part of them; they i 
belong to brethren, who have built upon land for : 
which they pay rent to the fociety. The amount 
of this rent is two-pence the foot in front, by 
twenty feet in depth. The houfe built by the 
brother is his abfolute property ; he can leave it 
to his wife or his children, in the fame way as 
he can his other effects, or he can fell it; only 
he cannot convey it but to a brother, who has 
obtained from the directory permiffion to pur- 
chafe it; with the burthen of ‘the rent attached 
to it, and which perpetually remains. 
The diretors having the government of the 
fociety, muft admit into their territory thofe only 
K 2 who 
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who they think will not diftarb the. fociety. In 
the contrags of leafe,made by the imtendant, 
with the advice of the committee, to thofe im- 
tending 'to build a houfe, or to thofe who Be 
chafe a houfe, it 1s always 1 {tipulat ed, that if th 

proprietor fhall- be defirous of quitting it; ee 


cannot find a purch afer Who may Bo agreeable to 


the fociety, the focicty is to pu rafe it at a price 
declared by.a: law, wh oe. sy: ixes the terms of 


payment. Garden, ground, or land in the ¢oun- 
try, is let at fix fhillings the acre. Befides) the 
government farm appropriated to the benefit of 
the: fociety, = there are fix or feven fmaller farms 
belonging te +t... Thefe are let to tenants who 
pay a third me of their produce, and who alfe 
pay fix fhillings of rent for their garden grounds: 
Thefe Kenxats are all at prefent Mora ivians; but 
this condition is nowife indifpenfable.. Some- 


ritsce thesfarms-are let ‘to other perfons, only the 


> 


, 


er 

aiety mauft be fati: hil as to. their character and 
behaviour; and they wall not receive as tenants 
thofe of whom have not. received. a fatis- 
tactory account. 

Lhe foeiety could calily procure a higher prices 


and-might at once clear two thoufand five hun- 

dred acres, which {till remain. in wood, if they 
rey » Dae a P : fa) 

would admit ftrangers, or at leaft not-relerve to 


shemfelyes this choice of thofe who offer to take 
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their farms; but they are defirous beyond every 
thing of preferving what they call good order; 
union, and morality ; and to this they facrifice 
the augmentation of their revenues. 

The town of Bethlehem is inhabited by be- 
tween five and fix hundred perfons, all of the 
brother or fifterhood. They have workmen. of 
every kind; but thefe cannot fettle there without 
the permiffion of the dire@tors, who fuffer no 
workmen of the fame bifinefs, but as far as they 
are neceflary for the inhabitants. If more-were 
to be permitted, they could not live by their 
trade... At.the fame time, the price of all kinds 
ef work is fixed; to prevent the want of rivalfhip 
from’ putting it in the power of the workmen to j 
make exorbitant demands; but the prices. of the | 
country around regulate thofe of the town. Be- 
yond that the workmen are independent of the 
jociety in eonducting their buiine(s. They pur- 
chafe with their money what articles they have 
occafion for ; they fell them as they think pro- 
per; the profits belong to them, without their 
accounting to the focrety, or even paying any 
tax. The only tax indeed which is levied, and 
which is common. to all the inhabitants of the - 
town, is for keeping up the roads, lamps, feats in 
the chureh, pumps, and refervoirs. This tax is 
every foilr or fiye years impofed upon cach fa- 
| “RS mily 
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mily by name, according to the opinion of thé 
coromittee of his means; but it 1s fo moderate, 
that the families confidered the richeft: in the 
town do not. pay above thirty fhillings or four 
dollars a year. This tax 1s paid every fix months ; 
and if it happen that, at the end of the year, 
the committee find that the money raifed 1s not 
fufficient to cover the expences, they demand 
double or treble of the laft payment ; and on the 
other hand, they demand nothing, when the ex- 
pence 1s not fo great as the tax fixed. 

As to the public taxes, which in Pennfylvania, 
as I have already repeatedly obferved, are only the 
taxes of the county, the fociety pays thefe out of 
its funds. Thefe funds proceed from the lands, 
and the profits of the referved branches of ma- 
nufactures or commerce. Each of the brethren 
put at the head of thefe different eftablifhments 
receives a falary from the fociety, to which he 
pays in the profits, after the expence of his own 
and family’s living and cloathing. The com- 
mittee requires no detailed account of his ma 
nagement: he has received fo much money— 
there remains fo much in his hands. Such is the 
account given in by the tavern-keeper, the far- 
met, the miller, the ftore-keeper, &c. When 
the directors are told of the poffibility of fuch 
perfons cheating the focicty, they will not ad- 
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mit it; becaufe, fay they, all their characters are 


known tous; their actions are fo public, that if 


they were difhonett they could not be fo long 
without-beimg difcovered, and they would then 
be duimutied. They confider that unlimited con- 
fidence as benevolence, brotherly charity, &c. 
They add to the defence of this: motive—that 
a man narrowly watched is more excufable in 
robbing, than. one in whom confidence is placed ; 
and they afhrm, that they never have had rea- 
{on to repent of this rule of confidence. — It ap- 
pears, however, that their different. branches 
bring them in very little. The fociety does not 
draw a dollar an acre free from their farms. The 
{tore, extremely well fupplied, which fells a great 
deal in the neighbourhood, does not produce an- 
nually above eight hundred dollars. ‘The tavern, 
although it has a great deal of cuftom, does not 
clear more than fourfcore dollars; and the fame 
is the cafe with refpeét to all the other branches 
in their hands. Induftry is naturally flackened, 
when it is not excited by intereft. The whole 
of the revenues of the {ociety of Bethlehem does 
not amount to eight thoufand dollars a year 
upon an average, and their expences are nearly 
equal to that income. In the firft place, they 
have to pay to the direction of the Unity refident 
in America, one-fixteenth part of their reve- 

K 4 nues, 





‘ 


eee = 





136 TRAVELS THROUGH 


nués, to contribute to the expences of the mif- 
fionarics employed by the Unity among the in- 


e/ 


dians of North America; and a penfion to them 
when fuperannuated.. Five other fixteenths pay 
the interc{t of the {ums borrowed for the pur- 
chafe of lands and improvements ; finally, their 
falaries are to be paid. The fociety accounts 
to a general college, which tranfacts the buf- 
nefs of the Unity, the neat fums remaining, af- 


ter payment of all expences ; and the college have 


the power of determining what part of it fhall be 
fent to them, in order to contribute to the raif- 
ing of a fund of feventy-two thoufand dollars, 
which the Unity has granted to the three daugh- 


ters of Count Zinzendorff, and of which they pay 


the intereft, until they fhall be able to difcharge 


the principal to them_or their defcendants. 

That part of the revenues of the particular fo- 
cieties fent to the general college, is alfo meant 
to contribute to the other general expences of 
the Unity. The college has power to call for 
what portion of the revenue they think proper, 
but they never demand above a {mall part, be- 
caufe'the particular focieties have each of them 


debts, which it is neceflary for them to liquidate ; 


befides, thefe focieties, and particularly that of 
Bethlehem, fettle in mortmain fome part of their 
revenues cvyery year, It likewife fometimes hap- 
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pens, that the revenues of the year are not equal 
to the neceflary expenditure; in which cafe the 
intendant is authorifed by the committee to make 
a loan. A-great part of the fum borrowed is 
lent by the brethren, who, receive intereft gene- 
rally at the rate of five per cent, and are repaid 
their principal at any time upon {ix months 
previous demand. The fociety’s treafurer 1s 
therefore at the fame time the bank of the bre- 
thren, but who may place their money other- 
wife at their pleafure. Sometimes the inten- 
dant borrows from ftrangers; in that cafe he 1s 
obliged to pay the legal intereft of the {tate, 
which in Pennfylvania 1s fix per cent. 

Before going farther into this account of the | 
eftablifhment of Bethlehem, it may be neceflary | 
to explain the nature of the general college, the 
fynod, and the general directory of the Mora- 
vians, of which I have occafion to fpeak. 

The fociety of the Moravians is an oligarchi- 
cal republic, Each of the eftablifhments in Eu- 
rope and America names one or more deputies 
to the fynod, fuch deputy or deputies being elect- 
ed by the brethren at large. The particular di- 
rectory of each fociety is alfo entitled to appoint 
one deputy. The great expence of travelling, 
which is defrayed by the focietics who. fend the | 
deputies, induces the directories of the American 

| focieties 
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focieties to delegate their powers to thole named 
by the brethren. ‘The bifhops are entitled, if 
they think proper, to atten id the fynod, inde. 
pendent of the other deputies of the - fociety to 
which they belong: In the fynod, when affem- 
bled, is vetted the fovereignty. They alone have 
a right to alter the regulations, as well {piritual 
as tetnporal; they confirm or annul the appoint- 
ment of the principal officers made during. their 
recefs; and finally, they receive the accounts of 
all the general concerns, and decide thereon ul- 
timately ;—they are convened every feven years 
and remain affembled for two or three months; 
they name a college, compofed of thirteen mem- 
bers, who, during’ their recefs, manage the ge- 
neral affairs of the Unity, appoint the principal 
officers, direét the miffions, regulate the affairs, 
intereft, difcipline, &c. The fittings of the» col- 
lege are held ‘a league from: Hernutt in Upper 
Lufatia ;' their functions continue during the re- 
cefs of the fynod. On the meeting of the fy- 
nod their powers ceafe, and they are re-eftablith- 
ed by the fynod at the end of their feffion, either 
from among the former members, or new ones 
are appointed, according to the will of the fynod. 

As to the general directory of America, theit 


functions are to watch over the interefts of the 
Unity in North America, and particularly to di- 
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ré& the miffions in that part of the world. Tt 
is compofed of two agents of the general college, 
fent to fuperintend the management of the pro- 
perty belonging to the Unity, fuch as certain 
farms or tracts of land in different parts of Ame- 
rica, and particularly the fifteen thoufand acres 
granted by the United States, beyond the Ohio, 
on the Mufkingum, to the Moravian miffiona- 
ries. ‘The bifhops of America, the preacher of 
Nazareth, and the minifter of Bethlehem, are 
alfo members. The. directory names to certain 
fun@ions in the American congregations, which 
urgency requires to be filled up before the gene- 
ral college can be confulted, as the intendant, 
the bifhop, the miniiters, &c. Except this, the 
directory has no authority as a body,over the af- 
fairs of the focieties, which, as I have mentioned 
above, have each its directory and committee, 
The bifhop ordains the bifhops, preachers, and 
priefts; thefe laft may alfo be ordained by each 
other. The bifhops have very inconfiderable fa- 
latices, as may be judged from the bifhop of 
Bethlehem, Mr. Ernitzrm, a man of fourfcore, 


who has no other domeftic fervant than his own — 


daughter, and who I found baking cakes, which 
he {fells to inecreafe his living. His falary is 
two hundred and thirty dollats, befides being fup- 
plied with wood and lodging. The higheft fala- 
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ties paid. by the Unity do not exceed three hun. 
dred dollars. 

I have already, mentioned, that the Bethlehem 
fociety is divided into five departments, each un- 
der the direction.of an infpector, or infpectrefs; 


-and.in this office,we find the temporal admini- 


ftration of the fociety in fome degree) mixed 
with its difcipline. The unmarried brethren live 
together in a feparate houfe, that is, they eat and 
ficep there, but they do not work there, if they 
ean find work.elfewhere. Mott of them are ap- 
prentices or journeymen in the {hops of the fo- 
ciety, or to the artificers in the town... The mo- 
ney which they earn is their own, only they mutt 
pay for thew board, and for keeping up the 
building where they lodge, as well as. their por- 
tion of the tax impofed, upon that houfe for the 
public expences of the town:. All thefe ex- 
pences, including their cloathing, may amount:at 
prefent to forty-five dollars, while their earnings 
may be from a hundred to a hundred and tem 
Thofe who, for want of work out of doors, aré 
employed in the houfe, are paid for their labour 
by the infpecter, who employs them, the amount 
of their board, and their other contributions to 
the common expences being firft deduéted: Thus 
the brethren of this houfe coft the fociety no- 
thing. The fame is the cafe. with regard to, the 
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unmarried fitters, {ome of whom are employed in 
the houfes of the town as fervants and cook- 
maidss:. Thefe have their board and lodging in 
the families where they are employed, and pay 
to the houfe four or five dollars a year towards 
the common expences. “This contribution pre- 
ferves to them the right of entering into that | 
houfe when they pleafe. ‘The greater part of 
them, however,’ are employed in the houfe in 
fewing and embroidery; they are paid for their 
work by the infpectrefs, who fells 1t for the be- 
nefit of the houfe. The profit of thefe works 
contributes to: maintain the poor, who are not 
numerous. The girls, from the price they re- 
ceive for their work from the >infpectrefs, pay 
their board and their portion of the charges of the 
houfe, which amounts to the dame fum as that 
paid by the brethren. Thus: this department is 
no longer an expence upon the fociety; on the 
contrary, it relieves the fociety from the mainte- 
nance of a great part, and often the whole of 
the: poor. ‘The unmarried fifters tie their flat 
bonnets under theit'chin with a red ribbon; the 
married, women tie theirs witha blue, and the 
widows theirs witha white ribbon. 

It is not however compulfory, upon either the 
young men or women, to refide in thefe common 
houfes; their relations: may take the entire dif- 
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pofal. of them—keep them at: home, or fend then 
to other fchools,;as they think proper. The bres 
thren of eafy fortunes, for example, feldom fend 
their daughters to the fifters houfe ; and there are 
alfo fifters at the houfe of Bethlehem who belong 
to Moravian families not refident in the town, and 
who often come from very diftant parts. 

As to the widows houfe, it 1sfupported by the 
fociety ; and all the work they can do goes to the 
benefit of the houfe, when it is not fufficient te 
defray their expences. 

There has, for about fifteen years, been infti- 
tuted among the Moravian brethren a {fort of vo- 
luntary fociety mm favour of widows. The mem- 
bers contribute each fifteen or twenty pounds, or 
from forty to. fifty dollars. The intereft of that 
fum is fettled upon the widows of the contribu- 
tors, and betters their living if they refide in the 
widows houfe, or is paid to them to affitt their 
own: houle- -keeping, it they: live e by themfelves. 
This fociety'is not confined to Bethlehem. ©The 
brethren of any of the eftablifhments in America 
may become members; andthe capital being de- 
pofited at Bethlehem, the intereft is paid at the 
re{pective places of refidence of the widows of the 
contributors. This fociety has alfo its particular 
regulations; once, -for example, by which a bro- 
ther in a dangerous ftate of health cannot be ad- 
mitted to fubfcribe, 
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The {chools are under-the direction of an in- 
fpector and infpectrefs.. There is an academy 
for the reception of young ladics from other parts, 
who receive there the ufual education. of females, 
even mufic. The daughters of. the brethren are 
likewife received theré.. This eftablifhment fup- 
ports itfelf in refpect to its private expences, the 
keeping up the buildings, and the contribution to 
the public charges. The board 1s forty-five dollars 
a year, and fix dollars more for fuch of them as 
are taught mutic. ‘The daughters of ‘the fociety 
may be fent to this {chool, but their board mutt 
be paid by their relations. The fociety pays for 
the daughters of thofe who receive a falary trom 
them, and alfo for the children of the poor. ‘The 
daughters of the brethren not being boarders,.the | 
expence of their education is lefs... There are at i 
this day dixty-fix of the boarders, who are ftran- 
gers, from different parts of the United States 
and the Antilles. This academy.1s imygreat repu- 
tation. The governefles appear to mie to be at- 
tentive, and fome of the {cholars haye made con- 
fiderable proficiency m drawing, writing, and em- Vt 
broidery, and play tolerably upon the piano. At Lh 
the fame time, as the miftreffes are never chofen 
but from among the fifterhood, and as few of 
them have had any education other than at this 
fchool, it is not to be expected that all of them 
canbe always of fufficient ability. A new build- 
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ago to the eftablifhs 


inc, added four of five years 
s of ‘a fum of 


ment, has been erected, by mean 
money bortowed for that putpole, the intereft of 
which is paid by the {chool. 

There is alfo, at Bethlehem, ander the diteétion 
ofthe minifter, a {mall {chool for boys, where they 
are taught merely to read and write; and the firt 
rules of arithmetic. i 

The laft department, namely, that of the mar- 
ried brethren and fitters, is wholly a department of 
difcipline. The married people refide in theirown — 
houfes, and the infpectors and infpectreffes have 
no concern with them, but to’ give advice when 
their conduct has been improper, as friends,” as 
neighbours, and as divines. ‘They have no far 
ther influence or fuperintendance of their actions © 
or their concerns. 

The Moravian is a religious fociety. Religion; 
the exa& maintenance of the creed of their doc- 
trines, their! worfhip, and their manners and cuf- 
toms, which they confider neceflary to the exact 
obfervance of that creed, and which they believe 
to be alone'preferibed by the gofpel, is the fole 
end of their regulations, their difeipline, and even 
their rélations in point of temporal. intereft 
With this religious intention is eftablifhed the 
exact fuperintendance of the directory of the 1o- 


ciety over the conduct of its members, andthe 
| care 
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care not to’allow firangers to {ettle among them. 
They are inthis refpect monks, but tolerarit and 
mild monks; although feveral articles of their dif- 
cipline would be thought fevéré, and even ridr- 
culous, according to the received ideas in other 
countries. 

For. exaniple, there is nd commumication al- 
lowed between the young men and women. 
When a young man means to marry, he pee 
his’ with to the infpector; and mentions t 1e “girl 
he is doin of making his wife;>but:to eal 
he has never fpoken. ‘The infpector = ie to 
the intpectrefs of the girls, who, if the ju dges that 
the character of the young woman isnot incom- 
patible with the character given of the youth by 
theinfpector, propofés it to her; the girl may Te- 
fufe,’ but is not allowed to fay whom fhe would 
prefers: The parents are confulted; and. the di- | 
rectory give their fanction, ‘or reject; the propofal | | 
of the marriage thus: far advanced, if they think | 
thatthe youth will not be able, by: his labout, to iit 
maintain his wife and children; or if they fee in | I 


at nanysother dan ger hkely to accrue to the good 


y 
order of the fociety ;+—-but thefe refufals are rare. 
The regulation by which the man is not allowed 


to converfe with the woman before his having 


eB 
afked and obtained he in marriage, has, 1m the 
ag of Bes Moravians, the ady antage of pre 
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venting all kind of feduction, and confequently, 
fay they, all danger of improper conduct. Mar- 
tiage 3s, according to them, a {piritual union : 
the brethren and fitters being filled with the Holy 


Spirit, live more cordially together; their union 1s 


more dutable, than if it were founded on a choice 
£ their hearts, which might deceive them. ‘They 
even regard the affection which precedes marriage 
as a difpofition contrary to the fanétity of mar- 
tiage; and they carry this opinion fo far, that 
when it happens, which is not without examples, 
though they are extremely rare, that a brother 
and a fifter had privately a too intimate connec- 
tion, thefe cannot afterwards be married together. 
The crime is kept private with the nfpectors and 
the directory. The girl is reprimanded, but with 
mildnefs; kept with the re{t if fhe feem to re- 
pent ; and married to another young man, if 
afked by any one, but never to her favourite, at 
leaft unlefs both of them renounce the fociety. 
Marriage takes place, not only between the 
youth of the fame fociety, but. between thofe of 
different Moravian focietics. When a man or a 
woman wifhes to marry a perfon of another reli- 
gion, they are not prevented, if they perfift m 
their refolution, in fpite of the advice of their 
infpectors and the directory, it being the princi- 


ple of the Moravian fociety, never to compel any 
perfons 
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perfons to continue in it againft their inclina- 
tion; but they are then confidered to belong no 
longer to the fociety, and muft quit it. Exam- 
ies: of this f{ometimes happen, as the girls, whofe 
telatives live at a diftance, have permiffion to vifit 
their family, and occafionally meet young men 
whom they prefer to the Moravian brethren pro- - 
pofed to them by their infpedtrefles. 

The girls in the houfe of the fifters are not 
kept thut up; they have liberty to go out; but, 
as the fociety is {mall, the practice of watching 
them is fo univerfal, that all thcir actions are | 
known; and the fpirit of the religion in which 1 | 
they are educated and kept, prevents them from vl 

every act, however innocent, which the fociety Al 
confiders irregular—as, for example, to {peak to 
a young man. This fpirit of watchfulnefs and 
of religion is alike extended to thofe of the fifters 
who are employed as domeftics in families, and Ha 
are thus leis under the immediate and conftant 
eye of the infpettrefs; and this-fyftem extends 
towards the young men and’ women of other re- 
ligions, employed in the different eftablifhments 
of the fociety. The flighteft converfation with 
an unmarried woman is a ground to expel thé 
offender. from the precincts of the fociety; and 
as this rigid law is known to {trangers before 
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they enter into the fervice, it 1s very tarely m- 
fringed. 

The directors informed me, that this law to 
prevent all commerce between the unmarried. of 
the two fexes, origmated in the fervour of the 
young females, atthe time of the re{toration of 


the fociety i 1722; that they eftablifhed at 
~~ 
amons themfelves, and it thence became en 


1g 
eflential article of difcipline of the fociety. 

he-fociety, however, is defirous of ‘encourag- 
ing marriage ; and with jutftice, if they wifhtheir 
perpetuity, as they would receive little addition 
from ftrangers, were they even willing to admit 
them. But, as I have already’ faid,. their grand 
object 1s: to preferve their doGtrines;. their dife- 
pline, and their fundamental cuftoms, which pre- 
fent confiderable obftacles to marrage. A young 
man will not marry, who does not fee how he is 
to gai. his bread, and maintain his family com- 
fortably. He can only be an artizan ; and the 
number of thefe-is circum{cribed in Bethlehem, 


as well as in all the other Moravian focieties,. The 
beft fhoemaker, fmith, or other perfon, cannot 
fet. up im his trade, while the very confined num= | 
ber of artifans of the fame bufineds is- full. -Phe 
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be difpofed to rent; but full they would not be 
{o mmediately, as 1s withed, ‘under the eye of the 
¢ directory ; they might perhaps-relax in theif reli- 
sion, in the feverity of manners éxacted ‘as the 
means of keeping it up, and on thefe grounds the 
{ociety have refufed them = whence it follows, 
that-n marriages-are-by¥-no meatis fre equent, and that 
there are to be found in the hoeafé of the fitters, 
unmarried women as far advanced ia life as among 
the widows. Thus, netwithitanding the Ame+ 
rican fecundity; of Which the married fitters have 
their fhare, the fociety diminifhes rather thar in+ 
creales. 
The Moravian brethren and 4 
dowry from the fociety on their marrage, but 


“ters receivé né 


they ‘enjoy the favings which’ they may have 
made in a ftate of eclibacy. . Befides, every bro- 


ther may poflefs property out of the’ precinGs of 
the fociety. “There is one of them who has {pe- i 


eulated largely in land, and is proprietor of {eve- 


ral thoufand acres, not only in it ent parts ‘of 

Penn{ylvania, but-alfo in the other ftates. ~—How- | 
| 

ever, eis occupation of sierhbaine bis fortune 1s 


confidered as a kind of relaxationoet principle. -It 
is not contrary to any of the diatutes ‘of the fo- 
ciety, but: it is “contrary to their fpirits: they do 
not forbid it, but.it is not approved of by rigid 
Moravians. © A: Moravian Bache: Has erected 
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wooden, bridge over the river Lehigh, built by a 
fubfcription, to which a number of the other bre- 
thren have contributed. 

I have already obferved, that ftangers may be 
received into the Moravian fociety as brethren: 
the condition of their admiffion is—that they 
{hall live for fome months under the eye of the 
fociety, conformably to its {pirit, doctrines, and 
principles ; and finally, their confent to follow 
the rules of the fociety is declared by their fig- 
nature. Every Moravian brother alfo, upon his 
marriage, or fetting up houfekeeping, mutt fub- 
{cribe to the ftatutes. One of their rules is, that 
they fhall not apply to courts of law to fettle 
any difputes among them, whether of a civil or 
criminal nature; the committee, which is the 
intendant’s council, is the tribunal appoimted te 
fettle their differences, by way of arbitration, 
Their judgment has no force, except as it 1s given 
by the confent of parties, who ftill have it im their 
power to appeal to the courts of juftice of the 
country ; but their doing fo excludes them from 
the fociety. The difputes between the brethren 
and f{trangers are determined by the ordinary tri- 
bunals, without the fpirit of the fociety being 
thereby affected. It is the fame with any dit 
putes which the fociety itfelf,.as a proprietor, ) 
may have with neighbours, merchants, or others. 

As 
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As tothe practice of wWorfhip, it confifts 1 
prayers and fermons twice a week, which all 
members of the fociety mutt attend, unlefs they 
have very good pepe for abfence; and prayers 
every morning and evening, at w hich the young 
brethren and fitters affift, the two fexes being 
feated in different fides of the church. 

The Moravian brethren and fifters are all Ger- 
mans, er defcendants of Germans, and thus Ger- 
man is the commen language at Bethiehem, 
many of the inhabitants not {peaking any other. i 
They have all a fimple, agreeable, and tranquil tl 
mein. The directors fay that they are very happy ; = |i 
but fo fay alfo the heads of convents 1n refpect ot | 

their monks and nuns. it would be neceflary to | | 
remain fome time with them to difcover the | 
truth. Nothing fhews. itfelf ia their counte- | | 
cleats either of great fatisfaction or difcontent ; | 
they are cold, flow, and want external exprefiion. 

The Bethlehem fociety is independent of the 
others in-refpect to matters of intereit and pro- 
perty, as the others are of it; but all. are under i 
the fame fyftem, and all depend alike upon the i a 
general college and the fynod. When the col- 
lege wifhes to make a new eftablifhment in. Ame- 
rica, they intraft it to the general directory or 
the Unity in America, who communicate the 

lL, 4 matter 
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matter to the different focieties. Thefe lend mo- 
ney for the undertaking, and propofe to the bres 
thren to go and become: members of. the’new 
eftablifhment.: ~The brethren may. refute; but 
they rarely do; and on thefe occafions 1t4s that 
marriages are: moft numerous. An eftablifhment 
is at prefent propofed near the river Mufkingum; 
beyond the: Ghio. In this manner :was formed 


thereftablifhment of Salem.in North.-Carolina, 
191754, where the prefent bifhop of Bethlehem, 


then a fimple minifter, told me he cut therfirk 


“tree ;’another near Liancafter,:in. Pennfylvania; 


and another, twent 


be 


years ago; in. the county Of 
suffex in Jerfey,-at Mount Hope. 

here conclude this long detail ef the fociety 
of Bethichem, I owe my. acknowledgments to 

the Bifhop, to the Intendant, to Mr. Hosrizup 
the poftmafter, aman of fenfe, and much efteem= 
edin the fociety; and to Mr. Cunow, oneof 
the members: of the general directory of the 
Unity in America, fent about a year ago from 
Europe to fill this office, after bei cing a member 
of the fynod, and:for feven years fecretary to the 
general college. He is an enlightened and fen- 
fible man, and one whofe conyeriation difcoy erg 
great fincerity ty and purity of he: art, 


NAZARETH, 
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WAZARETH, CHRISTI. AN-BROWN, AND GNADEN- 
THAL. 


Mr. Cunow wifhed to conduct me to Naza- 
réth, another Moravian fociety, fix miles diftant 
frorn Bethlehem, which was citablifhed folate as 
1771, and is peopled with about two hundred 
perfons, including the academy, where the bre- 
thren are inftruGed in ‘arithmetic, drawing, mu- 

“fic, mathematics, and°the French and Rnelith 
languages. A confiderable: number of pupils 
come from other parts to this {eminary V5 which 
has fome reputation; but the matters iepene td 
me very sls terent, at jleaftin refpect of draw- hi 
ing, mufic, and French, which they cannot fpeak, 
and which they appear to be able only to read, but 
not to pronounce. ‘They feem to be much infe- 
rior to the fifters academy at Bethlehem. Hence 
the ftrangers who come to ftudy here, are not i) 
from ‘the” United ‘States, but- moitly from the | 
lands of St. Thomas, St. Croix, and Antigua, 


where the Morayian brethren have miffionaries. 





Lhe board, including the expence of -cloathing, | 
amounts to near two hundred ‘dollars “a--year. il 
The brethren-pay for their children, and the dif- 
ferent Moravian focieties in America’ pay for 
the young brethren whom they fend, when their 
parents cannot ‘afford it;and for thofe whom the 
directory confider of diftinguithed talents, In - 
other 
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other ref{pects the fyftem of oe fociety of Na- 
hs 1s the fame as that of Bethlehem, and all 
the others. 

Near Nazarcth there is another httle Moravian 


fociety, confifting of shirty | ee tee 
of thefe, there are alfo a number of Moravians 
{pread through among the environs of Bethlehem, 
and Nazareth, as well as in other parts of Ame- 


rica; but thefe are only admittcd to what they 


‘eall the communion, and are not members of 


the fociety. Nazareth is fituated ina. beautiful 
valley, of greater extent than that of Bethlehem, 
and more pieafant; but the river Lehigh and 
Manokify-creek give to the appearance and fitua- 
tion of Bethlehem an. agreeable richnefs, which 
is altogether wanting at. Nazareth. 

Before arriving at. this place, we pafled two 
farms, Chriftian-brown and Gnadenthal, belong- 
ing to the Moravian Unity, and thus out of: the 
direction of the focieties of Bethlehem and Na- 
zareth, They are under the {uperintendance of 
two directors appointed by the general college, 
and of thefe Mr. Cunow, with whom I was, is 
one. ‘Ihefe farms comprehend two. thoufand 
hve hundred acres, of which only éight hundred 
and ten are cleared. They are very well fituated, 
and the lands excellent—they bear from twenty- 
five to. thirty-five buthels of corn the acre : thofe 


in 
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sn meadow yield in proportion, and yet they do 
not bring the revenue a clear profit of fix fhil- 
lings the acre; Ifpeak of the lands cleared. The 
want of hands, and the great expence of thofe 
that can be got, 1s made an excufe for this bad 
order of things, but it appears to me rather: the 
fruit of ignorance and negligence. Some farms 
are let to tenants, who pay as rent one-half of 
their winter, and one-third of their fummer pro- 
duce; and thefe bring more profit to the Unity. 
Mr. Cunow appeared fenfible of the impro- 
priety of the prefent bad management of thefe 
farms, and was employed in reforming it. . 
In commending, with him, the zeal of the 
Moravians to propagate the gofpel among the 
Indians, I fpoke to him of the benefit it would 
be to propagate in America a good method of | 
culture, which would be eafy to them in the | 
eftablifhment of their farms. They might em- i 
ploy fome Englifh Moravian farmers, and form Ha 
in their farms a {chool of agriculture, where a | 
number of young American farmers might be in- 
ftructed at once: Such an eftablifhment would 
undoubtedly, from the high price of labour, m- 
creafe their expences for fome years; but that 
inconvenience, which might probably be an in- 
vincible obftacle to an individual, could not be 
fo to a fociety. It would foon be repaid an hun- 
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dred:fold:by their. produce, and the benefit which 
fach an eftablifhment would render to the coun. 
try; would be an everlaiting honour’ to this be- 
nevolent and beneficent. fociety...o-Mr. Cunow 
appeared to me ‘not to: be infenfible of this idea; 
the realifation of which: would produce innumeé- 


ib aay oie cet , ty are 
rable |} happy confequences to the United States. 
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The’ country trom: Bethlehém to Nazareth, 


and: tromy Nazareth to Eafton, is a fucceftion of 
little: hills and - vallies ‘more ‘or lefs extenfive: 
Many fituiations: on: this: road afford very agree- 
able proipects... The -houtes are numerous, and 
have the:air df comfort. ‘The price of land im all 
thistract is from tw énty-four to forty-eight dol- 
lars the acre. 

Eafton is built on: the conflux of the rivers 
Lehigh and Delaware: ~ It-is the capital. of the 
county of Northamp pton, on has. twenty-fix 
thoufand ise. Lhe land whictris the fite 
ofthe town is about -two nau actes) in\/exe 
tent; lying compattly:between the river and the 
mountains; it «ts nothing but fand and pebbles, 
and the mountains which furround 
poied of calcaréous ftone. 


it:-are coni- 


The fituation: of this 


ground, its compofition; and: a comparifon of it 
with other-lands-aroy 


und, leave no doubt ‘that’ it 
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mift have formierly been’ the bed. of the rivers, 
which’ have changed. their courfe. This ‘city; 
confifting of one hundred and fifty houfes, mofttly 
of ftene, contains the public buildings of the 
county. The inhabitants are moftly Germans, 
or their defcendents. . The city. was begun to be 
built in 1750,'and has gradually increafed.* Al- 
met the whole of the land, aswell as a great 
pat of the land in the neighbourhood, belonged 
to the family of Penn. At.the time of the -res 
volution, a great number of perfons feized upon 
it-anlawfully ;and it. was’ not! till-1794 that the 
Pea family were reftored to-their right, upon a 
fettlement with the poffeffors,,and received from 
them .a.price not. equal to the prefent value, but 
comfiderably more'than it-was worth at:the time 
ef the ufurpation, Thofe who refufed were com= 
peled by law. 

atton has a-confiderable trade in corn with 
Piiladelphia. “Phere -belong to -this’ city, «and 
{tand within feven miles round it, eleven good 
mills, upon the fame conftruétion as thofe of 
Brindywine, Phey fend “annually” thirty-five 
thoufand’ barrels “ef flour to’ the Philadelphia 
mitket.. A part of Jerfey, i the “neighbour- 
hood of the Delaware, and* ‘which enjoys -no 
creek capable of turning’ mills, fend their “corn 
to the mills about Eafton;‘as do all the county of 


Northampton, 
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Northampton. The Delaware is navigable fot 
veflels of a confiderable burthen a hundred miles 
higher than Eafton. ‘The veflels from Eafton 
to Philadelphia carry feven hundred barrels. of 
flour. 

The town lots, which are twenty feet in front 
and two hundred in depth, are fold at from ‘two 
hundred and forty to five hundred dollars, ac- 
cording to their fituation. The lands in the 


neighbourhood are worth from twenty-five to an 


hundred dollars the acre. This country, like all 
the reft of Pennfylvania, is covered with fine or- 
chards. They feem to begin to know fomething 
of the difference of the kinds of trees, and the 
advantage of grafting. The labourets are paid 
from four to five fhillings a day in the country 
about Eafton. Mafons and carpenters receive in 
the town a dollar anda quarter. Meat cofts five 
pence a pound, and is in great abundance. Board 
coifts here three dollars a week, and houfes let at 
forty-five dollars. 


THE ROAD TO BELVIDERE.—BELVIDERE. 
The river Delaware is throughout the boun- 
dary between the ftate of Pennfylvania and that 
of New Jerfey. It is narrow at Hatton, and they 
are now collecting wood to ere& a bridge over 
it, the abutments-of which. on each fide are al- 


ready 
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ready built: until it be finifhed, the river is 
crofled im a very good ferry-boat. Being de- 
firous of viewing the banks of this river, 1 went 
fo far out of my road to follow them. The read 
to Belvidere, which I took, is al} along through 
the Scotch Mountains, and the little hills; which 
in this tract almoft uniformly border the river, 
amud{t an agreeable fucceffion of large vallies, 
from three to fix or feven miles in extent. The 
country is filled: with well built houfes, pretty 
clofe together... The lands are of a good quality, 
and in a ftate of high cultivation; even fome of 
the declivities of the mountains are cleared, and 
are very productive. The whole of this road pre- 
fents a fucceffion of pro{pects, not extenfive, but 
rich and agreeable. In three or four places we 
lofe intirely the little hills which border the De- 
laware; and enjoy a view towards Philadelphia, 
through vallies much more extenfive, {till better 
cultivated and inhabited than thofe of Jerfey, 
and which is terminated by the Blue Mountains: 
Thefe profpects are rich, varied, and deliehttul. 
The Pifqueti-creek, which empties itfelf into the 
Delaware at Belvidere, jis the only water to 
be found in the trad from Eafton, which is 
more than fourteen miles, and the corn of all 
that diftri@ is carried to the Eafton mills. “This 
creek, which has a courf of thirty miles, is at 

Belvidere. 
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Belvidere broad and rapid. -. Two fuccefiive falls, 


of from fifteen to twenty feet each, turn corn and 


faw-moilis. ‘The ‘corn- -mills fend their flour to 
Philadelphia, and are fuppl ied with grain in the 
Saphtiourhoi yd, where it is produced, in great 
quantities. This trafic is carried on by the De- 
laware; but the navigation of that‘river, although 
it is open for an hundred and fifty milesIngher, 1s 
rendered difficult and dangerous, from the yery 
{trong currents, and the number of rocks m feye- 
ral parts of it. There are two or three of thefe 
rapids between Belvidere and Eafton, two of them 
two miles from Belvidere, called the Little and 
Great Falls: at the latter, in three quarters ofa 
mile of its courfe, the river has a fall of twentys 
nine feet. . The navigable canal is near the {hore 
of Philadelphia, and is not above fix toifes or fa- 
thoms cat Beyond that the river is. full-of 
rocks, avery little depth under water, nd fomes 
times appearing above its furface. I was informed, 
that notwithftanding the rapidity of: this. gur- 
rent, which carries veficls at the rate of a mile ift 
two minutes, and the number of rocks in ifs ~ 
courfe, the boats are in no danger when: the 
boatmen are attentive; but it often happens that 
they are not fo, but get drunk, which. produces 


frequent accidents; for if ‘the: boat: be allowed 
to go the leaft to one fide, and be not kept cares 
fully 
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fully in the f{tream, it is imevitably driven either 

Againft the rocks or the bank. The rifing and 

falling of the waters increafe the danger ; and be 

fides this, the ice uniformly ftops the navigation 

during the winter: it is often impracticable in - 

the fpring, and even to the middle of fummer. 

The navigation from Belvidere to Philadelphia 18 

madé in twenty-four hours, and it takes five or 

{ix days to go up the river from Philadelphi a to 

Belvidere. Hence a hundréd=weight, which cotts | 
only the fifth of a dollar to be carried to Phila- 1) 
delphia, cofts three quarter dollars to be fent to 1 
Belvidere: The fame applies to the whole navi- i 
pation of the Delaware, with the difference of | Ai 
the freiglit, according to their diftance. The 1 
batteaux, which come dowh from Belvidere, carry i 
feventy barrels of flour: By thefe the ftores at 
Belvidere are fupplied with dry goods and liquors 
from Philadelphia, with which they, in_ their 
turn, fupply that patt of the coutitry which fur+ Al 
nifhes the corn to the mills. The price of goods 
at Belvidere is about thirty per cent higher than 
at Philadelphia. There are at prefent two ftores 
at Belvidere; which are faid to be in a profperous 
fituation. 

Belvidere confifts of about twenty houfes, but 
the number of inhabitants is annually increafing, 
and the neighbourhood is very populous: It is - 

Vor: TV, M one 
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one of the pleafanteft fituations which I haye 
hitherto feen in America. The view js not very 
extenfiye, but it embraces a great number of gens 
tle elevations on both fides of the river, and filled 


with houfes. It follows the Delaware for two’ 


miles and to the head of. the Great. Falls, and is 
bounded, at the diftance of thrée or four miles, by 
the chain of the Scotch mountains, along the fide 
of which the road runs towards. Eafton.. The 
Jands in the neighbourhood of Belvidere are fold 
at from forty to forty-eight dollars the acre. The 
town-lots, which are a quarter of an acre, bring 
at prefent from a hundred to a hundred and 
twenty-five dollars, The lands fome miles far- 
ther are fold fer from thirty to thirty-five dollars 
the acre, and thofe in Pennfylvania at the fame 
diftance are always three or four dollars dearer, 
although not of better quality than thofe in Jer- 
fey.. This proceeds from the fuperior excellence 
of the eee laws, the more flourifhing 
ftate of the finances, which requires lefs taxes 
than in Jerfey for a | enRERCSE of government; 
und, finally, from the d iependence of that part 
of the ftate of Jerfey upon. Philadelphia for: its 
fales and returns. 
Thefe motives, howe ver, do not appear fufhi- 
cient to. occafion fo great a difference of price be- 
tween lands of the dame quality, and in the fame 


dituaftion. 
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fituation. This difference however does exift, 
and the Pennfylvania fide is by far the more po- 
pulous. 

Although negro flayery be coutitenanced by 
the laws of Torley’ the number of flaves is tot 
tliere fo confiderable as to prevent the heceffity 
of the labour of| whites. Labourers are {carée = 
the freé negroes, who hire themfelves out, receive, 
like other labourers, half a dollar a day and theit 
board. 

Thad a letter from Mr. Drayron, {peaker 
of the Houfe of Reprefentatives of Congrefs, to 
Major Horr, one of the inhabitants of Belvidere. 
He was formerly proprietor of all the land on 
which the town is now built, and of fourteen or 
fifteen Hundred acres around it, which he pur- 
chafed thirty yéars ago, for four dollars an acre. 
At that time it was in a defert flate. He has 
retained only three hundred acres, on which is 
built a pretty but very fmall houfé'that he oceu- 
pies. He received me with that cordial polite- 
nefs and fimphcity which I have found all through 
America, and would have had me ftay with him 
a week, affuring me that it would put him to no 
trouble or inconvenience. | departed however 
after having pafled half a day with him. 

This country, as well as all the way I travelled 
from Philadelphia, is full of little birds ef the 
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fize and kind of a blackbird; they are black, 
but their head is of the moft ‘brilliant plumage. 
They fly from branch to branch, and on the in- 
clofures round. the fields, and-do not feem to be 
frightened at the approach of travellers. 

The moft common trees in the woods are the 
cephalantus, the. black and white walnut, -the 
Canada beech, ‘the fumach, the rhus toxicoden- 
drum, the laurel, the benjamin and the faflafras. 


HACKETTSTOWN. 

A fucceffion of hills, preceding the chain of 
the Scotch mountains, leads to Hacketftown, 
where I flept the 25th of June. We meet then 
conttantly mountains and defcents through a very 
rocky country; although, fometimes, the road 
runs for a mile or two through valleys. | This 
road prefents nothing agreeable to the view. Ex- 
cept thefe firft hills neareft the Delaware, all the 
reft is thinly inhabited, and of courfe poorly cul- 
tivated. The houfes are rudely built of trunks 
of trees, and have a miferable appearance.  Oc- 
cafionally we meet with buildings fomewhat bet=_ 
ter, but thefe are few. We fee alfo meadows of 
confiderable extent. This indeed is the mof 
ufual kind of agriculture in thefe mountains; 
where, however, we find alfo fome rye, corn, and 
maize, which is little cultivated on the Jerfey 
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fide of the banks of the Delaware. Apple or- 
_ chards are likewife very common. 

_ Five miles from Belvidere is Oxford-forge, fo 
called from the name of the townfhip tn which 
it is fituated. This work had been given up 
for fome years, and was lately renewed by Mr. 
RoBeERDEAYW, and Mr. Campxe tr, with whom 
I dined at the houfe of Major Hope: it is not 
yet carried on with fpirit. Five miles farther 
is Mintifmill, fo called from the name of the pro- 
prietor. The river is croffed by the bank of the 
mill, which is very narrow, and a foot deep of 
water when the mill is not going: the water 
then falls about twelve fect, and is twenty fa- 
thoms wide. A little canoe, which was lying by 
the bank, frightened my horfe, who, to faye him- 
felf, leaped into the canoe, which he overfet ; 
but, although I run a great rifk, he carricd me out 1 
fately, and better than he would have been able Hie 
to do from the cafcade into which we muft have I 
fallen, but for this ridiculous leap. ‘This is the 
fame Creek Pifqueffi which I paffed before on | 
a bridge four miles higher. The lands are in- | 
different in all this tra@: they fell for fix or {e- 
ven dollars an acre. The generality of the in- 
habitants are Germans or fons of Germans: there 
are alfo a number of Irith, and people from New 
England. Hacketftown is a long paltry village, 
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thinly and badly inhabited. . It hes half a mile 
from. the Scotch mountains, which are called 
Cooly, or the Mufkinigunk Mountains. The 
water is brackifh and very bad. Fevers are alfo 
frequent here’ in. autumn, which is the cafe in 
all parts of Jerfey, particularly thofe to the north 
and the middle of the ftate. The lands at and 
about Hacketftown are mS at from fix to mime 
doliars an acre, and are generally kept in meadow, 

The produce which is not Seis ned in the ceun- 
try, and all the articles of iron manufactured at 
the forge, are carried to New York, or rather to 
Elizabethtown,. from whence they are {hipped for 
New York. ‘Fotir thoufand pounds. of hay is 
the general produce of an acre, and eighteen Or 
twenty bufhels of rye, or Indian corn, in the lands 
under that culture. Labourers are found rather 
eafier this year than in the two preceding: ones, 
trade being lefs quick at. New York, They are 
paid at Hacketftow n three quat ter-dollars a day, 

if they board themfelves, or the half. of that fum 
with their board.- The country abounds in iron 
mines, which ate faid to be very rich, and are 
found at a very {mall depth. 

Three miles from Hacketftown there is a {pring 
of ferrugi 10us mineral water, pretty much fre- 
quented in fummer, and it would be ftill more 
{0 if better fitted up, but the & {prik rg is {carcely 

covered. 
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covered. An old cafk, ftanding in the open air, 
and covered with a bunch of willows, is the 
common bathing place; there is no other: and 
as there is no houfe built at the place, thofe who 
come to drink the waters are obliged to lodge in 
the neighbouring farm-houfes, and if they wifh 
to drink wine they muft carry it with them. 
The property of the ground in which the fpring 
is fituated being under difpute between two per- 
fons, there is no faying when this place, which 
would produce great profits to one that would 
atrange it conveniently, will receive any melio- lit | 
tration. 

About two miles before reaching Hacketftown, 
at the foot of a mountain which I afeended on 
foot, I perceived in the wood, fixty or feventy 





feet from the road, fomething of confiderable 
fize, the form of which I could not diftinguith, 
but it feemed to hang on a tree: this was to- 


a - 


wards evening. I went up to it, and it appeared | i 
to be a dead animal, but having touched it with | 
my whip, it leaped to the ground; it went flowly 
into the wood, emitting a foetid fmell. It was 
an opoffum, of which I had feen a great many 
at Philadelphia, but had not before found them 
in the woods. This one muft have been a foot 
and an half long, including the tail, which was 
about half a foot: .The tail is flat and covered 
| M 4 with 
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with a kind ef rough fcales, which enables it to 
fufpend itfelf from the trees. They are very 
common in Jerfey, Pennfylvania, and Maryland, 
The remarkable peculiarity of this animal is a 
kind of bag, which the females have under their 
belly, where they keep their young from the time 
they are brought forth, and where they remain 
till they are able to run. Thefe animals live on 
fruit, flefh, and on birds, when they can catch 
them, There are alfo in Jerfey rats and racoons, 
The fkin of the racoon fells at Philadelphia for 
two or three fhillings. The hatters mix the hair 
of it with beaver and rabbits hair to make hats, 
Some perfons confider a racoon a delicate morfel ; 
to me it was execrable, although I ate it more 
readily than I did young bear, which I found ex- 
cellent. | 


THE ROAD TO MORRISTOWN.—REYNHARD, 

In travelling from Hacketftown we crofs. the 
Creek Mufkinigunk, which falls into the Dela- 
ware fiye or fix miles below, and thefe are the 
Jatt waters that take this courfe; the Scotch, 
Cooly, or Mutkinigunk mountains, throwing 
them the other way. This chain of mountains, 
as I have already mentioned, is a continuation 
of the Lehigh mountains. The creeks beyond 
them run either into the Bay of New York or 


the 


a 


THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 169 


the North River; but thofe only that are in the 
northern part of the {tate take this courfe. Thefe 
mountains are not very high, but are the higheft 
in Jerfey. They are about a mile broad. The 
lands are very indifferent and thinly inhabited ; 
and the few inhabitants are talking of emigrat- 
ing towards the weftern territory, or to Tenefflee. 
Great part of them are Germans. At the foot 
of thefe mountains we crofs one of the fources 
_ of the Rariton, a river by which is carried on the 
. navigation between Brunfwick and New York. 
Here we quitted the county of Suffex, which |) 
contains nineteen. thoufand free inhabitants, and il 
a hundred and fifty flaves. My horfe was fo hurt 
with the faddle that I was obliged to ftop at the 1 
firft tavern I found. I happily fell upon the 
houfe of one of the worthieft and moft obliging 





men living, ReyNuHARD, of German extraction, 
_ who took charge of my horfe till it fhould be MM 
healed, which might take a fortnight, and who 


SSS SS 
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lent me one to go to Morriftown, where I could i 
find the means of getting to New York. He is 1h 
proprietor of a farm of three hundred and forty 
acres, for which he paid, two years ago, five dol- 
lars an acre, being the common price in the coun- 
try, [he ftate of culture and the prices are pretty 
much the fame. ason the other fide of the moun- 
tains ; the lands are however better, “They have 
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fown no corn fince four or five years ago, when 
the Heffian fly deftroyed two fuccefiive’ crops; 
They propofe to recommence that culture next 
year, thefe flies appearing to have quitted Jerfey, 
The townfhip where Mr. Reynhard’s tavern is 
fituated is called Flanders. It is in a great meas 
fure peopled with Irifh, or emigrants from New 
England. | 
T here are two churches in the neighbourhood, 
one of Methodifts, and the other Prefbyterians. 
In Jerfey, as well as Pennfylvania, the expenice 
of worfhip 1s defrayed by voluntary fubfcription. 
No perfon pays who does not chufé, and there ate 
many who contribute nothing. . 
Mr, Reynhard alfo keepsa ftore. - The price of 
carriage from his houfe to Elizabethtown, thirty- 
two miles diftance, is three dollars and’ three 
quarters the thoufand weight. The price of ftores 
is here five and twenty per cent dearer than at 
New York: but a perfon muft be both fkilful 
and fortunate to clear half the profit of what fo 
high a price feems to promife. The greateft fale 
18 of liquors, and the number of neighbours who 
come to drink without paying is confiderably 
greater than of thofe who. do pay. Its, theres 
fore, neceffary to follow the practice of courts; 
the one half of the money of thofe who pay re- 
mains here, as elfew here, in the hands of juftice. 


A ftore- 
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A ftore-keeper, who:fhould refufe to give credit 
would here fell nothing : fo at leaft I was told b 


“<j 


the worthy Reynhard. . Other articles pay better, 
eC 
legal currency of. the {tate of J erfey is the fame 


but do not make a quick'return. Although th 


with that of Pennfylvania, namely, feven fhil- 
lings and fixpence the dollar, the great traffic 
with New York makes the New York currency 
(eight fhillings the dollar) more common in that 
part of Jerfey, where this commerce is carried 
on; and in that currency they make their mar- 
kets and ftate their accounts. : 


THE ROAD FROM REYNHARD’S TAVERN TO 
MORRISTOW N.—MORRISTOWN, 

The country, after leaving Flanders, is every 
where mountainous; they become lower and 
lower as we proceed, but we do not entirely lof 
them till within a few miles of Morriftown. All 
this way the houfes are very indifferent, and very 
thinly fcattered ~The lands: feem to be fome- 
what better. “Phe moft common crops are grafs, 
rye, and Indian corn. The bread ufed in this 
part of Jerfey is moftly of rye, as bread of Indian 
corn is moft common in New England. 

Morriftown, > the capital of Morris county, 
which we enter on croffing a branch of the Rari- 
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ton, is a pretty village, confifting of a hundred 
houfes, difperfed over the hillocks around. Here 
is the court of juftice, a Prefbyterian church, 
and the great {quare‘laid out for the centre of the 
town, but which can never be regular from the 
fituation of the grounds. Befides the Prefbyte- 
rian church, which is tolerably handfome, there 
is another belonging to the Anabaptifts, and an 
academy, well built and refpectably conducted, 
The fcholars fent away from this are fit for the 
fecond clafs in the college of Princetown. 

All the houfes in Marriftown are of wood, | 
neat and well painted. The town-lots coft from 
cighty to a hundred and twenty dollars. Here, 
as in all this part of Jerfey, moft of the ground 
is m grafs and Indian corn. They rear a good 
many cattle, which they fend to Philadelphia and - 
New York. The fear of the Heffian fly has pre- 
vented the farmers here from refuming the cul- 
ture, of corn; fome of them, however, mean to 
attempt-it next year. There is at Morriftown a 
{mall <‘ Society for the encouragement of Agri- 
culture and ufeful Arts.” From what 1 could 
learn-of fome of the moft zealous of its members, 
it has only the title—it does nothing: the fub- 
feription of the members furnithes a library, which 
at préfent confifts of no more than two hundred 


volumes, 
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volumes, and-in which, according to the fenfible 
inftitution of the founders, there are to be no 
books.either of law or divinity. 


CHATHAM AND NEWARK. 


Chatham, lying eight miles from Morriftown, 
is the firft village we find on the New York road. 
Here the plain commences, and afterwards the 
ground becomes uneven as faras Newark. The 
agriculture and vent for the produce, all the way 
to Newark, is nearly the fame as at Morriftown. 
The country is ftill more covered with orchards 
of apples, cherries, and peaches. They complain 
in Jerfey of a fmall worm, which infinuates itfelf 
into the roots of the peach trees, and kills the 
tree in a year or two after it has attacked it. 
They have not been able to. difcover either the 
caufe of this worm, or a method to deftroy it. 
Peach-brandy is neverthelefs nearly as confider- 
able an article of commerce in Jerfey as cyder- 
brandy. 

The inhabitants of Jerfey, bett informed upon 
that fubject, told me, that they export more of 
thefe two kinds of brandy than they export of 
rum, wine-brandy, gin, and wine. Their export 
muft therefore be great, as the confumption of 
foreign fpirits is not lefs confiderable in Jerfey 
than elfewhere. 


The 


. 
: 
PP 
ES 


; 


ati 


— re 
~~ 


<a ee 


~ ew 


SS SN SL TL SA LN AN 


-_ 





174 TRAVELS THROUGH 


The red fruit, of which there are feveral kind§ 
unknown in Europe, abounds in the county of 
Effex; bounded by the river Paflaik, @ mule from — 
Chatham, which contains feventeen thoufand 
free inhabitants, and thirteen hundred flaves. 

Lands fell at Chatham, and at Springfield (four 
miles beyond Newark), at from thirty to forty- 
five dollars the acre. The foil is good; the houfes 
mncréafe:in number and become better as we aps 
proach Newark, which is itfelf one of the fineft 
villages in America, in point of extent, plan, the 
great number of good houfes, and the widenefs 
of the fireets, which are covered generally with 
turf, and planted with trees. 

The people of Jerfey feem to be very much 
divided in their political opmions. Nobody, of 
at leaft very few, now fpeaks of George Wath- 
ington. ‘The new Prefident feems not to infpire 
the fame confidence as his predeceflor did. They 
dread a war with France. They conftantly afk 
any traveller coming from Philadelphia whom 
they meet, and who appears to be a Frenchman, 
whether they are to have a war with France; and’ 
this queition is gener, 3 accofnpanied with evi 


dent marks of difappro ation of the party which 
is thought to eotaact to that war. I fincerely 
hope no fuch event will take place. It would be 

a great misfortune to this country, where the 


people 
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people are virtuous, tranquil, and happy, and 
which will require yet a long duration of the 
bleflings of peace to confirm its pro{perity, to ces 
ment its union, to fweeten the ill blood of parties, 
and to. infure ‘its real independence. | It .would 
alfo be a ferious misfortune. to France, while. it 
would occafion great joy to England, and would 
give pleafure to'all the enemies of liberty and 
free conftitutions. 


HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE STATE OF JERSEY. 

The firft, eftablifhments made in New Jeriey 
were by the. Dutch, fhortly. after their arrival at AL 
the north river, under the condué of Admiral nal 
Hupson. The fettlements were made along the 
river Delaware, and were abandoned by the fame a} 
Dutchmen in 1614..They were, in 1626, taken 
pofleffion of by. the Swedes, who, advifed by 
Witiiam Usgurnc, a rich merchant of. that 
kingdom, of the beauty and fertility of the landg 
formed a company. King Gusravus Apor- 
PHUS, the nobility and clergy, and a number of hl 
individuals in Sweden, furnifhed money to the 
company, who fent to North America, in. feven 
or eight yeflels, a confiderable number of Swedith 
and Finlander colonifts. ‘They arrived at Cape: 
Henlepon in 1626; and the company's agents 
purchafed from the Indians all the lands fituated 
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between that cape, at the mouth of the Delaé 
ware, and the falls of that river, lying under the 
forty-firft degree of latitade. The colony theré 
formed fettlements, buit forts along the river, 
and called the country New Sweden; but weré 
intirely difpoflefled and driven off in 1655, by 
the Dutch, who fent to Holland all the agents, 
officers, ‘and principal Swedith inhabitants, as pri 
foners of war; put the country under the Duteli 
government, and gave it the name of New Al- 
Lion. The Dutch were themfelves expelled by 
the Englifh, in the reign of Charles the Second; 
and this territory was, in 1672, granted by the 
king to his brother the Duke of York. It was 
foon after fold by him to Lord BERKLEY and 
Sir Georce Carteret, who gave it the name 
of New Jerfey, and eftablifhed at Elizabethtown 


the feat of government of the colony. The co- 


lony of New Jerféy made part of the province ot 
New York till 1680, when the proprietors eftab- 
lifhed it as a feparate prcvince. 

A confiderable numbe: of Quakers from Lon- 
don and York came here to fettle, and laid the 
foundation of the little town of Burlington, hay- 
ing purchafed the territory from thé Indians, 
That on the eaft fide of the Delaware was pur- 
chafed by William Penn, who was one of the 
company known under the name of The Twelve 

Proprietors; 
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Proprietors, and is the diftrict which afterwards 
formed the ftate of Delaware. 

The quarrels which took placé between the 
proprietors of New Jerfey and the inhabitahts, 
trom the avidity of the former, determined both 
parties to put the government of the colony un- 
der the fovereignty of the crown of England. It 
was then united to the government of New 
York, and coritinued fo till 1736, when its po- 
pulation having greatly increafed, it was orice 
more erected into a féparate ftate. In 1776, New 
Jerféy formed its new conftitution, which it has 
retained without any altération fitice that period. 


THE CONSTITUTION AND LAWS OF NEW JERSEY. 
The legiflature 1s compofed of 4 general aflem- 
bly ‘and a legiflative council. Each county; of 
which there are in New Jerfey thirteen, names 
three members of the general aflembly, and one 
of the legiflative council. 
‘The qualifications to be a member of the ge- 
neral aflembly area refidence in the county for 
at leaft a year, and a property of five hundred 
pounds, or thirteen hundred and thirty-three dol- 
lars and one-third. | 
The qualifications of a member of the: legif- 
lative body are--a fimilar refidence, and a pro- 
perty, real or-perfonal, of one thoufand pounds. 
Vou. IV. N The 
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The qualifications of: an:.clector are—to. be 
twenty-one years of age; tobe refident, for a 
ycar in the county, and to potle{s ad fortune of 
fifty pounds. 

The legiflative council, as well as the aflembly, 
can propofe and modity..any laws, except thofe 
relative to. the. finances, which, they, have. the 
power merely of confirming or rejecting. 

The'governor is elected by the legiflature ;- and 
the conftitution prefcribes no qualification of age, 
fortune; or-any other, for that office ;—-it fimply 
{ays, that the legiflature fhall clect a proper per- 
fon. to fill.it, 

The duration of the functions of the two houfes 
of the legitlature, and of the ‘governor, 48’ one 
year. 

The fame perfon may be elected governor as 
often as the: legiflature chufes to appoint/him. 

Lhe legiflative:council.is the governor’s execu- 
tive council; three members -form. a> fufficient 
number to .exefcife- with him the executive func- 
tions, ‘The governor unites the fun&ions of pres 
fident of the executive council, chancellor; and 
commander of the forces: he:can, with the ad- 
vice of the executive cou gaz grant pardons, even 
of high treafon. 

“Phe; council is alfo a court ‘of. appeal from.the 
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muft, in this cafe, confift of at leatt {even mem- 
bers, with the governor. 

The. nornination of the judges, the fupericr 
officers.of the militia, the juttices of the peace, 
_the attorney-general, and the {ecretary of ftate, is 
made by the council... All other officers are elected 
by the counties, except the, officers of militia, 


1 


who are chofen by their c companies. 


i 


The judiciary ftate confifts of a a fupreme court, 


a court of. common pleas, and juttices of the. 


peace... Lhe judges of the fupreme court are 
chofen-for feven years; the others for five ; and: 
they may be re-elected. An ; impeachment againft 
them is made by the legiflature, and judged by 
the council. 

Uncontrouled libert ty of con{cience: is granted 
by the conftitution ; which eve 1 declares, that no 
tax can be impofed. for fuppor ting public worfhi Ds 
repairing c churches,. &c. 
privilege. of producing teftimony in his 
as 1s allowed to the accufer againtt. him. 


The. conttitution gives the accufed the fame 
ri 


avour, 


The conttitution declares, that the property of 
fuicides is not forfeited to the fate » but ought to 
pafs to their heirs, as in cafes of Sasa] death ; 
nor does the inftrument | by which the death was 
inflicted become, as in England, the property of 
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the ftate. In general it confirms the Enghith 
laws, where they are not revoked. 

Full liberty of bequeathmg is given; and in 
refpect of wills there is no alteration of the Eng- 
lith law, except the addition of fome fimple forms, 
required to conttitute their validity. 

The property of perfons dying inteftate is di- 
vided into three parts; one-third to the widow, 
and the other two divided cqually among the 
children, or their reprefentatives -in default of 
children, the widow enjoys one half, and the other 
Half is diftributed among the neareft relations. If 
a perfon dic inteftate after the death of his father, 
and leave no widow or child, -his fortune 1s di- 
vided equally between his brothers, his fifters, 
and his mother. 

According to,a law of 1792, marriages may be 
performed by a minifter of the church, or by a 
juttice of peace, in the option of the parties. The 
marriage inftrument mutt be fent to the fecretary 
of the county, and regiftered in a book, which 1s 
evidence in the courts. 

Divorces, which formerly were granted by the 
legiflature, are now pronounced by the court of 
chancery, in virtue of a law of 1794. They are 
granted in cafes of adultery—repeated bad treat- 
ment—defertion for feven years—and alfo in cafes 





where the marriage has been contraéted between 


perfons 
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perfons within the degrees of propinquity prohi- 
bited by the laws of the ftate. 

Every imprifoned debtor may, by a law pafied 
in 1795, be fet at liberty by the court of common 
pleas, upon his furrendering all his property, ac- 
cording to a declaration made by him before that 
court, except fome very trifling furniture for-him 
and his wife. If his declaration be proved falfe, 
he is punifhed with the pains of perjury. If, 
after his fentence of liberation, it can be proved, 
that in his declaration he has concealed any part 
of his effects, fuch effects are to be made over-to 
his creditors, befides his being punifhed. But the 
property which he may acquire after his difcharge 
is not fubject to be claimed by his creditors. 

By the criminal code, revifed in 1796, the pu- 
nifhment of death is confined to perfons convicted | 
of high treafon, premeditated murder, and at- 
tempts to ref{cue from prifon thofe accufed of ca- 
pital crimes. All other crimes are punifhed. by 
ereater or lefs fines, and_a longer or fhorter foli- 
tary confinement. It is the legiflation of Penn- 
fylvania a little foftened. A law of-the laft feffion 
has directed the erection of a prifon, on the mo- 
del-of that of Philadelphia, where fimiular works 
are to be eftablifhed. 

The ‘negro flaves are fubject to the fame laws, 
and tried before the fame tribunals. ‘The courts 
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may order there, to be whipped; inftead of being 
imprifoned. The pain of death 1s not infli@ed 
on a matter for the murder of his flave; but in 
that cafe, or where he wounds him feverely, he is 
punifhed by fine and imprifonment.. There is no 
re{triction upon flavery in the ftate of Jerfey, nor 
is ther any law yet-made to, put an end: to at; 

but a per of 1788 directs, that all flaves- under 
the age of twenty-one. years be taught to read, 

charges their mafters with this duty, fubjecting 
them, in cafe of ‘ cslehtoin’ it, to a fine of twelve 
dollars and a third... The introduGion into the 
{tate of other flaves-is. forbidden, by a claufe in 
the fame law. 

The highways are repaired in this {tate by the 
labour of the inhabitants, but may, in their me 
tion, be converted into money. 

The ftage coache a ABIOABINE to Philadelphia 
and New York, are fubject to a duty to the ftate 
of Jerfey, for the repairs. of. the toads through 
which they pais. 

he poor-laws are the fame as in moft of the 
other frates. - Poor-houfes are eftablifhed in feve- 
ral counties, and relief is alfo given to paupers at 
their houfes, under the dire@ion of infpectors of 
the poor. 

The law for, the. obfervance of Sunday is here 


equally ftri& as in New England, Every inha- 
| bitant 





‘ ry al 
iit 


THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 183 


bitant has a nght to-arreft a traveller who is g0- 

ing any where but toa place of worthip, and 

carry him before the officers of juftice. The ftage 

coaches are not to travel upon a Sunday, under 

pain’ of being feized*; but this law, although of a 

recent date, ‘is only executed in the other ftates 

where it is promulgated. They travel through wit 
Jerfey on Sunday, in the fame manner as on Hi} 
other days; and even the public ftages, which do 

not travel during the morning fervice, are not in- 

terrupted during the reft of the day, more than 

if this prohibitory law did not exift. The fame 

is the cafe in refpect to the laws again{t gaming 

and drunkennefs.  Laftly, there has been paifed, | 

in the beginning of this year, an a&t againtt horfe- Hi 
racing; which in all probability will be put in 
execution no more than the other two, as it 
would clafh too much with the habits of the i 
people; and becaufe, were the public officers y 
even to be moft ftri@ly watchful, there would 

be fo many ways to evade their vigilance. Will 

men never then leave off making impraéticable 

laws, or allowing laws not executed to be in 

force! Governments do not {uficiently confi- \ 

der, that there cannot be a more certain way of 

deftroying the morals of a people; for the firft 

point of morality, efpecially among a free peo- 

ple, is an entire obedience to the law, and to all 

the laws. 
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The ftate of Jerfey cnucourages thofe works 
which have for their object the facilitating com- 
munication by inland navigation and bridges, and 
alfo for the erection of the college ; and for thefe 
they allow lotteries, which are otherwile’ prohi- 
bited in: the ftate. Every inhabitant who pur- 
chafes a ticket in a lottery not fanctioned. by a 
law of the ftate, and even in the lotteries of other 
tates, may be carried before the magiftrates, and 
punifhed by a fine. 

A law of New Jerfey, pafled in 1794, autho- 
rifes any foreigner, belonging to a power at peace 
with the United States, to acquire and_pofleds 
property in the ftate, as if-he were a citizen, 
This privilege ceafes at the end of 1799, but it 
will undoubtedly. be renewed. 

The Jaws of the ftate impofe taxes on lands 
cultivated and uncultivated; houfes, and the lots 

on which they arebuilt, not exceeding ten acres; 
forges, furnaccs, mills of every kind, tan-works, 
paflage-boats, fhips, fifheries, horfes, and cattle; 
and laftly,.merchants keeping fhops, and batche- 
lors, either keeping horfes and flaves or not. Car- 
tiages of every kind were alfo taxed before the be- 
emning of the prefent year, when a law was made 
to abolith that duty. 

All thefe objects of taxation are valued from 
time to time at a certain rate by the legiflature; 
the lands by a fcale of degree according to their 


fertility 
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fertility and fituation. The valuation 1s every 
where low. 

An affeffor, appointed annually by each town- 
fhip, demands of every inhabitant a declaration 
of his taxable property, and makes up a {ftate- 
ment of it. Any perfon refufing to give fuch de- 
claration, or giving a falfe one, may be charged 
by the affeffor double what he eftimates may be 
the tax of the perfon refufing. | 

Horfes and cattle are taxed at the fame rate 
| throughout all the ftate. The taxes upon licences, 
flaves, &c, never vary, and are called fpecific 
taxes. | 

On a day appointed, all the afleflors for the 
county meet, and bring with ‘them the ftate+ 
ments of the taxable property of them feveral 
townfhips. The amount of the {pecinc taxes 
payable in the county is then calculated, and the 
difference between thefe and the fum required 
from the. county is afefled upon the: different 
townfhips, according to.the opinion of the: ma- 
jority of the affeffors. The detailed ftatement of 
thefe affefliments, figned by each affeflor, 1s tran{- 
mitted to the collector for the county. 

Each affeffor then gives to the collector of the 
townfhip a ftate of the fums he is to collect. A 
fimilar lift 1s fent to the collector for the county, 
to be by him laid before the legiflature. 

Three 
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‘Three proprietors,. named by. the’ general af 
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fembly of each townfhip, are the judges of ap. 
pealito whom the perfons taxed have a right to 
apply. 
Ifthe collector do not receive the tax in the 


courfe of a month after demanding it, he makes 
2 complaint to a juftice of the peace; who grants 
@ warrant to fell the defaulter’s goods, to the 
amount of the tax and charges. 

The collector for the townthip pays the amount 
of the money reccived by him into the colle@or 
for the county, who pays into the treafurer of the 
fiate the amount of the money received from all 
the collectors of townthips in the county. 

The-law has provided againit the negligence 
and difhonefty of the collectors, by making the 
townthips and counties who chufe them, refpon- 
fible* for the monies received by them. 

The affeffors receive for their trouble one and 
three quarters per cent of the fums they aflefs: 
the colle@ors: for towithips<have the fame al- 
lowance. This three anda half per cent is levied 
with taxes of the townthip.- The commiffioners - 
of appeal are paid a dollar for every day they are 
employed. The collectors for the counties receive. 
apenny inthe pound, or the two hundred: and 
fortieth: part of the fms they pay into the: trea- 
fury of the-fate, and fix-pence a mile: for -tta- 

velling 
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velling expences. They are paid by the trea- 
furer. 

The taxable articles, according to the low valu- 
ation of the particulars by the legiflature, amount- 
ed, in 1794, to three millions four hundred and 
fourteen thoufand eight hundred and eighty. two 
dollars. 

The taxes are paid regularly and promptly in 
the ftate of Jerfey. 

The expence of government amounts yearly to 
about twenty-feven thoufand dollars. In 1796 
the ftate {till owed one hundred and: twenty 
thoufand dollars, but from the additional taxes 
and fome other refources, this. debt will probably 
be entirely. extinguifhed in four years. 

According to a ftatement of the balance of the 
debts between the different {tates by the cam- 
miflioners ‘of Congrefs, the State of New Jerfey 
is a creditor to the Union in forty-nine thoufand 
dollars. 

The: articles'on. which the county taxes are 
raifed are the fame as for the ftate taxes. 


POPULATION AND INSTRUCTION. 

The population of the State of New Jerfey-was, 
according to an enumeration ‘made in;.1791;,one 
hundred and eighty-four. thoufand. one hundred 
and thirty inhabitants, including eleven thoufand 

four 
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four hundred and twenty-three flaves. Its extent 
is calculated at about eight thoufand four hundred 
miles fquare,' which gives fomewhat more than 
twenty-two inhabitants to the mile {quare. The 
increafe of population in. this {tate 1s inconfidgrs 
able, there being a good deal. of emigration, 
Habit more than neceffity induces this, for the 
quantity of uncultivated land is yet confiderable; 
it is in general capable of raifing good crops, ‘and 
the:price isnot high. We may perhaps confider 
as one great caufe of this emigration, that New 
Jericy is peopled trom all nations, whence there 
isamong the inhabitants lefs of a national fpuit 
towards the ftate, if | may fo exprefs myfelf, than 
in any other-part of the United States. Befides, 
thefe people of different nations, fettled in Jer- 
fey, live’ more in -feparate diftricts than. in any 
other_of the fitates:: and when there'is any émi- 
gration from a particular diftrict,,it generally 
confifts of a number of families. | 
‘here cen be no where lefs attention, paid to 
education: than there isin Jerfey. - The legifla 
ture of the {tate have never vet taken it into their 
confideration. Some fchools are kept in certain 
townfhips at the expence of fuch ‘of the imhabi- 
tants as chufe to contribute to’ them. © The num 
ber of thetfe is not. confiderable. They: pay poor 
{falaries. tothe master, who of courfenis ignorant 
and 
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and negligent. ‘Thus no people in the United 
States appear to me more ignorant than the in- 
habitants of Jerfey; and, although the ftate has, 
as I have already mentioned, a good college at 
Princetown, and fome of the inhabitants are-men 
of merit and underftanding, the proportion of per- 
fons of education is much lefs here than in any 
other of the f{tates. 

Toleration in religion being unbounded in New 
Jerfey, all forts of fects are eftablifhed, and have 
places for worfhip ; but the Prefby terians are by 
far the moft numerous. 

- Few of the families: in Jerfey make cloth. or 
linen for their ufe; they purchafe almoft all they 
want. The facility with-which they can pro- 
cure foreign goods from New York and Phila- 
delphia contributes no doubt, to this defect. of 
domeftic economy in the people of the {tate. 


COMMERCE. 


Although in Jerfey is: fituated Amboy, one of 
the beft ports in the United States, acceflible 
from the fea, and by a {ingle tide to all forts: of 
veflels, ‘it ‘has’ no foreign trade. Its vicinity to 
New York and Philadelphia induces 1ts inhabi- 
tants to get every thing from. thefe cities. The 
communication with them is at once cafy and 
fecure. The fale of their producetsandre-cer- 

tain 
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tain and quick, the price better, the choice of 
returns greater, and the credit longer ; and, laftly, 
old cuftoms: fuch are the. reafons which have 
always rendered fruitlefs the attemps of the legif- 
lature of Jerfey to attract merchants to Amboy 
and enlarge its trade. The country furnifhes corn 
of all:kinds, plenty of wood, lintieed, iron, lea- 
ther, falt-meat, and is particularly famous for 
hams. In the neighbourhood of New York and 
Philadelphia are raifed much poultry, and they 
cultivate a great quantity of pulfe; but a very 
{mall portion of all thefe articles of produce is 
exported fram Amboy. A number of the veffels 
loaded with it defcend the Rariton, pafs before 
Amboy, and proceed with their cargoes to New 
York. 

The value of the exports from. Amboy, in 
1791, was feventeen thoufand four hundred and 
three dollars; in 1792, it was nineteen thoufand 
feven hundred and twelve dollars; in 1798, it 
was forty-nine thoufand fix hundred and feventy- 
three dollars; in 1794, it was fifty-eight thou- 
fand one hundred and fifty-four dollars ; in 1795, 
it was one hundred and thirty thoufand. five 
hundred and feventeen dollars; and, in 1796, 
it was fifty-feven thoufand fix hundred and thirty- 
nine dollars. 

The ftate has three other fmall ports where 

there 
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there are.-cuftom-houfes : Burlington, ‘on the 
River Delaware ; Bridgetown, on the bay. of that 
name ; and Great Ege Harbour, on the fea coatt ; 
but none..of .them has any thing of what may 
be called. trade. It often happens that in a 
whole year. there does not fail from them one 
foreign veffel. . This may be feen from the total 
xports of New Jerfey, in which are included th 10fe 
of Amboy, wheréof I have given the amount. 
‘The -whole. of thefe-ex xports amounted, in» 1791, 
to twenty-fix thoufand nine hundred dollars: in 
1792, to. twenty-three, thowfand four hundred 
and’ five. dollars; in 1793, to fifty-four thoufand 
one hundred and fe -venty~ereht dollars (the three 
{mall ports exported nothing); in 1795, to-one a 
hundred’ and thirty thoufand jeight hundred and 
fourteen dollars; and, in 17906, to fifty-nine theu- 


Pf 


fand two hundred and twe nty-feve -n dollars 
7 


PATERSON FALL. 


The: fall, of. the River IeMaik, about. twent 
miles from ‘New York, is one of the moft not -d 
in North America. It fhould be viGted by. all 
thofe who admire natural curiofities ‘Lhe courfe : 
of that river through rocks, which it has rent in 
precipitating itfelf from a height of fixty-fix feet, 
prefents a grand fpe@tacle. From the appearance 
of the foil there feems formerly to have -been two 
courfes; but which by fome marcetceue in nature 

have 
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have fallen into one. -At the fall it is from tweétity 
to twenty-five feet wide. On. the day I vifited 
‘t the fun fhone bright; the weather was hot) 
the wind pretty high; all which circum*ftances 
combined to give great beauty to this magnificent 
fcenc. There isan agreeable view from the uppet 
part of the fall over a tolerably well culttyated 
plain. | | . 

The little town of Paterfon is built at the foot 
of the fall. It contains a variety of machinery, 
but all in‘a ftate of decay. In 1791 a com- | 
pany was formed for their eftablifhment, but its 
fands were foon confumed, indeed before they 
were completed. <A lottery was eranted by the 
State of Jerfey to affitt it, but was not attended 
with fuccefs. They talk of new efforts. Certainly 
no fituation can be better adapted for all kinds 
of machinery. 

This town was called Paterfon, after Wit 
PaTerson, formerly governor of New York, and 
who is at this day oné of the judges of the fus 
preme court of the'United States. He is one of 
the moft refpectable and enlightened men in the 
country. He was appomted by the legiflature of 
New Jerfey to revive and publith their code of 
laws. The law which conferred upon him. the 
commiflion, gave him even a power to alter the 
criminal laws, and to him is owing the reform 
in the penal code which I have meritioned. © 


The 
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The ftones that form the bafon into which the 
river falls are moftly fandy. There is a kind of 
hard granite very common in all the plain, lying 
in a compact bed of bafaltes. ‘The flints that are 
found in the bottom of the fall, being the fractures 
of thé rocks above, are of the fame nature. The 
river below the fall- runs through a flat and mar- 
fhy country, and in confequence its courfe is very 
flow and undulating. 

I waited upon Mr. Paterfon at. New York, 
where I remained a confiderable time. In. the 
following book I fhall give the obfervations which 
I collected refpecting that great ftate, the fecond 
of the Union for riches, for the fpirit with which 
it is. culsivated, and for the extent of its com- 
merce. 


Vor. IV. Shegs * STAY 
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STAY AT NEW YORK, 
IN. AU.GUST, 1797. 


: eee 2 eht-Q qjwess<——" 





DESCRIPTION OF ‘THE STATE OF © 
NEW YORK. | 
SUCCINCT HISTORY OF FHE COLONY OF opp 
YORK. oe ome | 
HE ftate-of New York belonged oFigiall 
to the’ Dutch. ‘It is true, ‘that before that 
fome plans’ were formed to colonife this: eouritry;, 








but they were very vague. 

Elizabeth, Queen of England, had, in 1584 
granted to Sir WALTER RaLeicu, a patent to 
occupy, under the rOvErERTY of the crown of 
England, all the country of North America, not 
in the pofleffion of any other Chriftian Prince. 

James the Firft, difregardlefs of that patent, 
divided this immenfe pofleffion, then known un-_ 
der the name of Virginia, and which extended 





from Carolina to Nova Scotia, between two com- 
panies. To the former, called The Company of 
London Adventurers, he granted the right to efta- 


blifh colomes, from the thirty-fourth to the forty- _ 
cG firft 
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firft degree of latitude; and tothe other;: The 
Plymouth Company, a fimilar privilege, from: the 
forty-firft to the forty-fifth degree. But the lands 
thus'eranted, and even their coafts, were then in 
a great meafure unknown. | 

Henry Hupson, in a veffel belonging to the 
Dutch India Company, firtt difeovered* Long 
Ifland, and afcended the great northern "river, td 
which he gaye his'name. The Dutch, iehorant 
of the grants made of thefe countries to the two 
companies, and ‘paying no regard to’ it, declared 
themfelves the fovereiguss in 1614 they fent there 

a colony, which built the tows of Fort''Otange 
j and New Amfterdam, — the country itfelf | 
New Holland. 

James the Firtt having fent fome forces to lay 
waite the new fettlements, the Dutch proprietors 
preferred to a hopelefs. refiftance the mote {afe 
and prudent meafuré of acknowledging the Eng- 
lifh fovereignty, thus preferving their pofieffions, 

| on payment of a tnbute to England. 

! The troubles of that kingdom, during the lat- 

o° Ror part. of the reign of Charles the Firft, «ena- 

_  bled’the’Hollanders to thake off the Englith yoke, 
which indeed they had repeatedly before: at- 
tempted. They fucceeded alfo.in- deftroying «a 

_ Swediih colony, fettled upon the Delaware: But 

| QO 2 afterwards 
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aftéwards Charles the Second fent troops from 
Europe, who without difficulty feazed New Hol- 
land, and expelled from thence the Dutch, who 
on, their part proceeded to invade. Surinam, 
Charles the Second, having thus got peaceable 
poffeffion of this vaft territory of the contiment 
of North America, granted the weftern part of it 
to his brother the Duke of York, and New Hol- 
Jand got the name of New York, New Amfter- 
dam. alfo changing its name for that of New 
York ; and this extenfive province reached from 
the banks of the river St. Laurence to the mouth 
of Hudfon’s River, without encroaching upon the 
limits. of the Plymouth Company. 

Such is briefly the hiftory of the province of 
New: York, up to the late revolution. 


THE, PRESENT CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF 
NEW YORK. 


This province was much longer than any ot 
the other calonies:in’ beginning their oppofition 


to England. Its great commercial connections 
with that kingdom, and the circumftance of Eng- 
lifh troops being conf{tantly ftationed in the town 
of New York, fupported a fpirit of ariftocracy 
and dependence.. At length it followed the ex- 
ample of the other ftates; and its legiflature, 

affembled 
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aflembled at Kingfton, formed, in 1777,’ a con- 
{titution, upon the fame principles with thofe of 
the other ftates. 
. ‘This conftitution is neither introduced nor fol- 
: lowed up by any declaration of rights; and its 
preamble, which recites the different acts of the 
general congrefs, feems to be rather an excufe for 
that conftitution, than the effervefcence of liberty 
and refentment, which appear to.have dictated 
almoft all the others. Each county names one or 
more members of the aflembly of reprefentatives. 
The conftitution fixes their prefent number at fe- 
venty ; it alfo determines provifionally the number 
to be elected by each county. A new enumera- 
tron 1s to be made eyery feven years; and when 
the number of electors is in any county increafed ) 
| one-feventeenth part, fuch county is to return an 
additional deputy. The whole number is never | 
to exceed three hundred; and precautions are | 
taken in that event to proportion the number of 
members of each county to the excefs of popu- 
, lation. The members of the affembly are chofen 
for one year. 
The electors muft be twenty-one years of age 





——mutt poflefs a clear property of twenty pounds, 
ar fifty dollars; or rent property in the county 
to the amount of forty fhillings, or fiye dollars a 

O3 year 
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yéarat leaft——mutt pay taxes to the ftate, and re- 
fidein the county. | 

The fenate, by the conftitution; is compofed of 
twenty-four members; but this - number is only 
fixed temporally, like that of the members of the 
houfe of ole Ly. ih 

The members of the fenate are chofen by dif 
fricts; the ftate being in this view divided’ int 
fours: The number 6f fenators which: each ‘of 
thefe diftri€ts is to elect, is alfo determmed by 
the conftitution. When on the new enumeéra- 
tion there is found an increafe of a twenty- 
fourth. part in the population of the diftnid, fuch 
diftrict is to appoint one more fenator, and fo'on, 
till ‘the fenate canfitts of one hundred members, 
which number it is never to exceed.’ Fhe’ fena- 
tors‘are elected for four years, i a fourth “part 
of them is annually renewed. 

The ‘electors for the fenators- muft ‘be free- 
holders, and poffefs a’ cledr property of the value 
of a hundred pounds, or two hundred and fifty 
dollars: The’ lift of electors of both claffes 
amounted, in 1795, to fixty- -four thoufand’ and 
feventeen. 

The‘eleétors who"have the qualification “Fe 


quired for voting for members of the fenate, alfo 


eleét the governor and lieutenant-governor ; but 


int thefe elections they vote by counties, 


The 
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, +» Dherlegilature -aflembles annually the. firft 
Tuefday inJanuarys> but it maybe called tege- 
ther oftener by the. governor, andat can adjourn 
itfelf. | 

' The gévernor and lieutenant- -goyernor are cho 
fon for three :years.; - 

--‘The governor 18' commander of the forces both 
military)and naval: he may grant pardons of iI 
évery.fentence, except in capital cafes, w here he | 
canconly fufpend the execution, until the ‘matter 
be. finally determined by the legrflature. The 
nominations! tooffices,icivib and military, are 
‘tade by the council of appointment, at which 
the: governor prefides. This council 1s:compofed 
of four members of the fenate, one» from each Hi 
diftrit; they are appointed every year by: ithe 
affembly, and cannot be named two years fuc- I 
ceffively, 

If thegovernor’ fhould be abfent on any ac- 
count, the lieutenant-governor takes -his place: 
he is prefident of the {enate. 

The chancellor, the judges of the fupreme 
court; and the chief judge: of every county, are 
ndmed by the council of appointment. They 
continue in office during their good behaviour, 
but never after tl hey are fixty years of age. 

The theriffs and coroners are appointed an- 

O4 nually, 
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nually, and cannot continue in office more than 
four years. The military commi*ffions are reve- 
cable at pleafure. 3 
The governor has power to refufe his confent 
to laws, with the advice of the council of reyi- 
fion, which is compofed of the chancellor and 
the judges of the fupreme court. But fuch ite. — 
fufal muft be given in the courfe of: fix days; 
and: the bill muft be fent back, accompanied 
with the reafons of refufal, figned by. the mem- 
bers of the council. The bill, notwithftanding 
this refufal,, becomes a law, if two-thirds of each 
houfe perfift in it; The bills approved by the 
council are returned ta the houfe from which 
they proceeded, with the fub{cription of the go- 
vernor only, | 
The members of the ‘council of revifion re- 
ceive no falary nor allowance for that function, 
Their fittings muft be during the: feffion of the 
legiflature. | 
The treafurer of the ftate and of the counties 
are appointed by the legiflature. | ee 
The conftitution guarantees the grants of land | 
made by the kings. of England previous to the 
month of OGober 1775, and annuls all thofe 
made fince that period. | 
The electors for the nomination of the prefi- 


dent 
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dent and vice-prefident of the United States, are, 
i by 2 law of the 12th of April 1792, chofen in the 
{tate of New York by the two honies of \the le- 
*  giflature, 
TAXES, 
. The taxes in the ftate of New York are ‘im- 
pofed in the grofs by the legiflature, and after- 
wards affeffed by it upon the different counties, 
according to the value of the properties refpec- 
tively contained in them. 
That firft divifion being made, the in{pectors 
of each townfhip meet by counties, and deter- 
i mine, after the fame rule, the part to be raifed 
by each townfhip. 
The infpectors and the affeffors make in each 
townfhip a fimilar divifion among the individuals; 
and for this purpofe, they are by law directed | 
to inform themfelves of the amount of the pro- | 
perty, moveable and immoveable, of every per- 
fon. The taxes being thus affeffed, they are levied 
by the collectors, and remitted by them to the 
treafurer of the county, who pays the fame to 
the treafurer of the ftate. 
No object of taxation is fpecified in the laws; 
no principle prefcribed for valuing property; no 
means taken to obtain from the individuals a 
declaration of their property ; whence the affeff- 
ment of the taxes by the legiflature, the infpe@ors 
and 
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oo 


and the afidifors, can ibe determined only -byan 
arbitrary eftimate of the general and relative riches 
of corporations and sndistidualsl 

The following 1s the manner in which: they 
annually proceed to make the afiefiment. 

Jin the morith,of April-every’ yedr-the: inhabi- 
tants of the different townfhips elect ah infpéctor, 
from-three-to -feven. afleflors,| ant | one’) or More 


colléctors, + = coh Pyrogen 
Every inhabitant chofen':to. thefe functions 
mutt aceept of them, or pay a fines in® sed ET 


The’afteflors ‘meet, after having) taken amoath 
forthe faithful difcharge of theit-duty ; they make 


an eftimate of the property of eachinhabntant, ~ 


diftinguiftiing real from ‘perfonal. property, and 
fet down fiuch’ eftimate in a lift, which signed 
by-the*majority of. them,:and tranfmuittedsto the 
infpe tors before the end of: May,under the :pe- 
nalty ofa fine of twenty-five pounds;.or fixty-twa 
dollars and a half, tothe ufe of the county. 

The cinfpectors of each county meet the: laft 
Thurfday im May, and, from that -eftimate of the 
affeflors they aflefs the tax’ upon -the.. different 
townilups, adding to the tax-of thedtate that he- 
ceflary: for the expences of the county, and: the 
maintenance of the poor in every town. The 
ftatements are fént by the infpectors to thecal 
lectors ‘of every divifion,. with -ancorder to: levy 

the 














~ ms 
Wal ith 
} \ 





THE UNITED STATES,“CANADA, &c. 203 


the taxes-cofiformably to them. -Frony the firft 
of the money ‘raifed, the amount of the fumsor- 
dered for: the: fupport of the pooriis paid to the 
infpectors: of ithe poorsof ¢ach town; and the 
remainder, including the» part required for the 
taxes. of the:ftate,\ is pard mto:the hands ofthe iil 
treafurer of the county.’ ) 

The county treafurers are appointed by the ms. 
{pectors of taxes, and muft give fecurity. 

The orders for levying fent by the inf{pectors toe 
the collectors, authorife them to-fell the-effecis of | 
the perfons taxed in cafe of non-payment. and 
inv default of moveable property; the produce of Hie 
; their lands... i 
! When the ‘colleGor 1s in arrears, the treafurer 
of the county directs an order to the fheriff to fell | 
his. property, real and perfonal, to the amount of 

the ‘valuéoof the taxes unaccounted for. He is Mt 
however»acquitted of this penalty, on fatistying | 

the treafurer of the county; upon 'oath,-of his not 
ji having beem able to obtain the payments. 
i When: the ftate has impofed taxes) for: its-ufe, 
the treafurers af counties are, before the.end of 
March, ‘to fend the amount of this. part of «the 
| taxes to the treafurer of the ftate, with the rea- 
| fons: fors any déficiency m the levy, in default of 

which thefamer fteps areto be!purfued asagaini{t 
collectors in arrear. 
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It is'the duty of the county infpectors, at their 
annual meeting, to examine the deficiency in the 
levy of taxes impofed the preceding year; and 
if, notwithftanding the. report of the collectors, 
the infpectors are of opinion, that: the perfons 
who have not: made good their: payments’ are 
able to do fo, they are intitled to direct anew fuch 
lewy. | A 

If they approve of the reports of the ‘collector, 
erif they are fatisfied of the infolvency. of the'col- 
leétor himfelf, they add an additional fum to the 
amount of the deficiency, for the townfhip which’ 
hassnot made good its payment, and the fums: 
firft levied the year following are appropriated to 
makeup fuch deficiencies in the former year’s 
taxes. 

The allowances. made to the infpectors and 
their clerks, and to the affeflors, are included in 
the annual county rates. The collectors are in- 
titled to deduct five per cent from the amount of 
their collection. The theriff receives two and 
an half per cent of the fums he levies upon the 
collectors in default. The treafurer of the county 
has a commiffion of three quarters per cent on the 
fums received. 

The total expence for the affeffment-and col- 
lection of taxes in the ftate of New York, is efti- 

mated 
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mated at from fifteen to twenty per cent of the 
fums levied. 

There has been no tax for the ftate fince 1788 ; 
it was that year fifty thoufand dollars, three 
fourths of which was paid into the treafury the 
. firft year; the reft was»not. completely paid-in 
two years. 

As to the taxes neceflary for the expences of 

the counties, they are annually fixed at a meet- 
0 ing of all the mfpectors of each townfhip and 
t town, and are impofed, upon the fame. principle 
} with thofe of the ftate, at fo much a pound of 
h the eftimated value. 


i The poors rate is regulated at the fame meet- 
| ing, on the report of the infpectors of the poor 
d named by the inhabitants; but each town fup- 


ports its own; and the ftate has, in order to pre- 
vent the fettlement of the poor in their territory, 
f or their change of refidence» from one town to 
another, enacted laws, which are in fome mea- 
, fure, but not entirely, free. from the faults of the 
Englith poor-laws. 
The few poor there are in the ftate are to) be 
' found chiefly at New York, which, like all great 
towns in the different parts of the: world, contains 
at once more riches and more wretchednefs than 
towns lefs populous. and commercial, and {till 
more fo than in the country. 3 ? 
THE 
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THE CIVIL LAWS, 

Thedaws iclative to inteftates at New York; 
as an allthe other: ftates of America, divide the 
property equally among the children, after allows 
ing a'third to the-widow ; but the liberty of be: 
queathing is in this ftate, as well as the others, 
referved “entire; and the manners; efpecially in 
the great «cities, and among the rich, are not ih 
this refpect fo republican as the laws. 

The roads: are ‘made: altogether by the labour 
of the inhabitants of the towntfhip through which 
they pafs. Every individual 1s: obliged annually 
to contribute twenty days labour; or more,:on the 
roads. The commiffioners are directed ‘to pros 
portion juftly the number of days, according»te 
the: circumftances of »the perfons -who/ are: to 
contribute.» Perfonal labour “is cormmutable «for 
money, at:the:ratesof: half:a dollar a:day. The 
ufeof acatriagetand-horfes is received-as an equi- 
valent-for three days:labour. ‘The jufinces of the 
peace are the head infpectors of: the highways, 
andodetermine' queftions refpecting them. © Indi- 
viduals who make roads at their own expence, 
and for their own ufe, “may eredt gates on them, 


‘The townfhips’are divided into:highway. diftrias, 


for the more eafy execution of this: law} which 
was made in 1784. - In certain cafeswhere there 
C3594 is 
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isan extraotdindty public advantage; orrany. par- | it 
ticular. dificulty:in-formimg roads, jas well as in ili 
h _ ‘other cireumftanees; the: dtates.girves fome affitt- 
i ance,’ Ih fpite of:thefe laws, the: ested im general 
“  arelvery /badiin this {tates 
u ‘There are in the ftate of: New York. no: bank; 
rupt:laws 3 but there ds adaw refpe¢tinyanfolvent | 
) debtors, »which as nearly -the fame thing.') Dhis Al 
i =: Jaweawas maade)im!1738;) and has fince recered a 
fome trifling and'ymmiateérial alterations. 4 
i Every debtor, whorcannot or will: notepay his 
it —- debtsy: mayo be. amprifonied! by! the.-courts of juf- i 
n= rte js amd be cannot»be cliberatied» trom prifon, | 
i but upon» a petition of :threesfourths' of) his cre- | 
t  ditersite the» court off chancery; the ee | 
y court; Gnother:cdurt! inothedtate.'* | 
t Thofe of hisvereditors! whofe debts:are: iil Hi 
| by any mortgage; cannot concurin fuel: petition. i 
| ‘Fhe court to which the petition is addretied may | 
« decree the prifoner'sdifcharge; upon taking ‘his | 
:  oathethat he! has given a juft:account of dais-effects | 
» anddebtssandthat his petitioning creditors claim 
' no more than the exact amount of the debts due 
1 to'them., 
»  . binithe prrfoner's Rinhanancd of his:property real 
; and perfonal, and the releafe he: executes.of it;:are 
»  comprifedvallieffeats which he may fucceed to by 
y  mberitance; but the judgment» pronounced of 
ag his 
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his liberation, difcharges from all claim the pte: 
perty which he may seoveabiie otherwife acquire; 

There are great complaitits in the ftate of 
New York of this law, as very-unjuft: . An honeft 
debtor, who has become infolvent from misfor- 
tune, remains fora feries ‘of years, often all his 
life in prifon; he 1s not liberated, but “perhaps 
from the neglect of his creditors to pay his fub- 
fiftence, and then he is in a {tate of wretchednefs; 
while the fraudulent debtor gives: a falfe ftate- 
ment of his property, conceals part of his dif- 
pofable effects, and falfely putting down as cre- 
ditors his friends, who are made to form the 
three-fourths of his creditors, he prefents a peti- 
tion for his enlargement, obtains it, and then 
freely enjoys that part of his fortune of which 
he has defrauded his real creditors. 

The law, it 1s true, appoints punifhment by 
fine, for perfons appearing falfely as ‘creditors; 
but that proof is never to be got. ‘Unfortunately, 
in this, as in other cafes, a debtor who is a raf{cal 
is better off than one who is honeft and unfor- 
tunate. 

They talk much of amending this law; butit 
{till .exifts, and is extremely: injurious, to trade, 
morality, and virtue. 

The laws of New York do not re ‘acca 


to acquire landed property ; for this it is neceflary 
fo 
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to be a citizen of the. ftatej‘or of the United 
States... The legiflature however grants, without. 
much ‘difficulty, exceptions to this general pro- 
hibition, and there are ‘few feffions. in which fuch 
grants are not made to foreigners. In other -re- 
fpects, the right, of citizenthip is eafily acquired. 


THE CRIMINAL LAW. 


The criminal jarifprudence of the ftate of New 
York was, until lat year, the Englith law in. all 
its rigour... The example of Pennfylvania has, 
however, prevailed over ancient cuftom: and -in 
the laft feffion the legiflature has. reformed Jit, 
after the mild and.reafonable code of that ftate. 

Premeditated murders, and_ robberies. com- 
mitted in churches, are at prefent the only crimes 
punifhable with death. The latter part of this 
law affords. rather a painful confideration—that 
ina ftate which allows al] religions to be equal, 
where every one is at liberty to contribute or not 
as he thinks proper, to the fupport of any kind 
of worthip, and where robberies, even made with 


an armed force in dwelling-houfes,. were only 


punifhable by imprifonment, this great additional 
feverity fhould have been made again{t robbery 
in churches.’ A remnant of the barbarous preju- 
dice, which proves the influence.of priefts, could 
alone rank this {pecies of robbery with preme- 

Vox. LV, Pp ~  ditated 
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ditated murder. | Had reafon been confulted, it 
eduld only have heen clafted with ordinary tob- 
béry' ina dwelling-houfe ; indeed it is undoubt- 
édly ‘lefs dangerous ‘in all its confequences, than 
a robbery in an inhabited houfe, there being 
nothing to. fteal in churches but benches and 
prayer-books. But in the ftate of New York, as 
elfewhere, opinion is more powerful than law; 
and the confequence is, that criminals guilty of 
this ‘kind of robbery are generally acquitted by 


the juries, who think ‘it their diity to be mote — 
jut than the act, which is thus rendered a dead 


letter; all refpect due to the law is thus taken 
away, which proves its rmpropriety. | 

“Phere are fome other laws of this flate to 
which fimilar obfervations will apply. Such, for 
éxample, is that pafied n'1788, that condemns 
évery perfon who gets drunk to pay a fine or three 
fhillings, and to ftand in the pillory for two hours, 
and infliéts a fine of fix fhillings for every oath; 
another law of the fame date, which forbids tra- 
velling on Sunday, under a hike penalty of {ix 


fhillings; and laftly, an act of the fame year, 


which inflicts a penalty of five times the fum loft 
on eyery perfon lofing at play more than twenty- 
five dollars in the {pace of twenty-four hours. 


An old eftablifhed government might find fome — 


_ 


pretext for not revoking obfolete laws, which are 


not 
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not. and cannot be:executed, but there is no ex 


cufé for a legiflature to. make new laws. of that. 
defcription. Governments are yet too little per= 
fuaded that public order can reft only en,the 'moft- 


abfolute obedience to the law. A fingle law al- 


lowed to remain unexecuted, gives a great fhock. 
to refpect tor the laws, and. when its not bemg. 


executed proceeds from:its execution bei cing .1im- 
poflible; from the manners, opinions, and other 


circumftances,. it is the legiflaters who. are..to. 
blame, that the law lofes'the veneration neceflary, 


toit~im'a well-eftablifhed order, of fociety. 


‘Phe new criminal code of the..ftate of New. 
York, enacted in.1796, directs that two. ftate pri= 


fons {hall be built, one at New. York and. the 
other at Albany, and prefcribes their regulations, 
which are nearly the fame as thofe of the prifon 
of Philadelphia... The expence. of erecting and 


. fupporting them is to be defrayed by the ftate. 


SCHOOLS: 


The legiflature of New York has alfo,in i795, 
made a ftep towards the eftablifhment of free 
{chools in its territory; but little -has yet. been 
done, nor docs: there appear any certainty that 
they ever will be eftablithed. 

Lwenty thoufand pounds, or fifty thoufand dol- 

: ae lars, 
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lars, ate annually appropriated to the funds of the 
ftate, “to encourage and fupport, in the different 
towns and townfhips of the itate of New? York, 
fehools in which children fhall be inftructed im 
the Englifh language and: grammar ; in arith- 
metic, mathematics, and other moft neceflary and 
| ufeful branches of knowledge, fo as to furnih a 
| complete Englifh educ ation. 
Each county, according to its known popula- 
tion, receives a part of this fum,: in the propor. 
: tion regulated by the legiflature.s The infpectors 
of each county fubdivide. among the different 
| fowns thé proportion all otted “to the “county. 
Each:town muftadd, for the fame purtpofe, from 
a tax raifed among themfelves, a:fum équal to 
~ half of what it-receives from-the ftate. 
The mayors, aldermen, and municipalities of 
the towns of New York, Albany, and Hudion, 
t are*the head infpetors of their towns, and may, 
| as they judge moft proper, apply the fums col- 


| 


le&ted to this purpofe, either in fupporting the 
| {chools ‘already eftablifhed, or the charity-{chools, 
) of in the eftablifhment of new fchools. The fame 
powers “are given in the townfhips to the head 


infpectors of the {chools, who are elected by the 
freeholders. 


Two commiffioners for each:fchool, chofen i 
the 
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the fame manner as the infpectors, are to fuper- 
intend the management of the fchools, the ap- 
pointment of matters, &c. 
This fum of twenty thoufand pounds. given 
annually, is only for five years... The eftablith- 
ment of free-fchools 1s not prefcribed by the law; 
- and the admiffion of negro children, or thofe of 
colour, even in the charity-fchools, is left to the ‘lt 
diferetion of the head infpetors. | 
r The eftablifhment of free-fchools through all 
the ftate, an object fo truly defirable, and the ad- 
vantage of which is inconteftibly proved by the 
fs example of Maffachufetts, is not then a neceflary Hin 
confequence of this liberal donation of the legif- 
3 lature of New York. Some are eftablifhed; elfe- i 
y where the fums are applied to the improvement 
of the fchools already exifting, and which are of 
no. utility but to thofe in eafy circumftances; 
laftly, the children of flaves, and even of free ne- 
I groes, have not a right to that education; which 
would be the firtt {tep towards their folid, their 
ufeful emancipation. This law then is far from i 
uniting all the advantages to be expected from a | 
great ftate, engaged in the important object of 
the education of youth, and making facrifices to 
that object. What a difference between this law 
and that of New England upon the fame fubject! 
Another law of 1796, which, like that refpect- 
P 3 ing 
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ing {chools, is meant to facilitate public’ educa. 
tion; incorporates the focieties formed in differ- 
ent counties and towns for the eftablifhment of 
public libraries. 'T his law gives the legiflative 
fanétion to fuch’ eftablifhments, but does not 
grant one fhilling of the ftate’s money to pros 
‘mote them: 
SLAVERY. 

The ftate of New York is not one of thot 
which appear to have the moft liberal ideas as to 
flavery.- It is therefore natural, that the laws, 
whieh in every country follow more or les the 
public opinion, fhould alfo in this refpect be ta- 
ther illiberal. 

It is eafy to conceive why, in the foutherm 
{tates, the great number of flaves render their 
emancipation difficult, and why this difficulty 
gives a pretence for the opinion of the neceflity 
of fevere laws againft flaves; but in the ftate of 
New York, where. in a population of more than 
four hundred thoufand fouls, there are not twenty 
thoufand negroes, it is impoffible to conceive 
what fo great obftacles there can be to the eman- 
cipation, and upon what they can found their 
opinion, that on account of this ‘trifling number 
of negroes there is a nece! {ity for more rigorous 
Taws again{ft them than againit perfons of another 
colour. 


Be 
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Be this as it may, a law, fo late as 1788, con 
firms the ftate.of flavyery in-every negro, mulatto, 
arid meftee; who was a flave at the time.of its 
ena¢tment ; declares every.child born, or to be 
born of a female flave, to‘be:a flave; authorifes 
the fale. of flaves, and fubjects them for. petty 
crimes to be tried by juftices of the peace, who 
may fentence them to imprifonment or whipping. 
One claufe of the act fubjects them to this trial, 
and to this kind of punifhment, for ftriking a 
white perfon; without, any exception in the cafe 
where the white man is the aggreflor. The pr- 
yilege of a trial by jury.is, however, allowed to:a 
flave, if the crime of which he is accufed be capi- 
tal. He is alfo permitted to) adduce evidence in 
criminal cafes, where other negroes are impli- 
eated., : SIR: 

The new criminal code, founded in general.on 
principles of humanity and juftice, does away 
none of the truly unjuft and barbarous enactments 
of that law. At the fame time, flaves are gene- 
rally treated with greater mildnefs by their matters 


in the ftate of New York, and Jefs oppreffed with 


labour, than they are in the fouthern {tates. The 
manners, in this refpect, prevail over the rigour 
of the laws; but the manners are here, as in many 
of the other-American ftates, impregnated with 
avidity and avarice. This difpofition alone pre- 
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vents the abolition of flavery. It has been fre- 
quently propofed in the legiflature ; but hitherto 
every -meafure, even of a preparatory nature, has 
‘been reje&ted. Although the difproportion “of 
free men to flaves is fo great, that the greater part 
of the inhabitants of New York poffefs no flaves, 
the fmall number of thofe who do poflefs them 
are the richeft and greateft proprietors; and in 
the {tate of New York, as elfewhere, fuch perfons 
have the principal influence. 

The refpect due to property is the arms with 
which every propofal for their enfranchifement 
is combated. I have heard one of their moftt en- 
lightened lawyers, a gentleman who in all other 
refpects entertains the mott liberal opinions, infift, 
* that it would bean attack upon property, to 
declare even the children of female flaves free; 
‘for (faid he) the matters who have purchafed or 
inherited flaves, poilefs them under the idea that 
their iffue fhall be their property, which they 
can employ or difpofe of.” 

Thus, while ia Virginia they affert, ‘that at 
is impoffibie to. abolith (iavery, without export- 
ing at once all the negroes in the ftate,”-—in New 
York they fay, “ that it cannot be thought of to 
aboluh flavery, or take any {teps with that view, 
without: paying - to every proprietor of a> flave 
the prefent-value of their negroes, young and old, 

| and 
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and the eftimated price of their expected defcend- 
ants.’ This is certainly throwing every poffible 
gbftacle in the way of ‘the abolition of flavery, 
and fhewing themfelves fairly inimical to fuch a 
meafure. 

The obftacle prefented by the citizens of New 
York is the leaft difficult to conquer. Admitting 
the principle of the necefflity of an indemnifica- 
tion to the mafters for their negroes, on their 
being made free, and valuing each negro at one 
hundred and thirty dollars, the whole amount 
would be only three millions of dollars. This i 
price would ftill bear reduction, from the power- ji 
fal motives of public intereft and honour, to 
which every member of fociety muft make facri- 
fices. 

The queftion of the property of children un- i 
born would not take a quarter of an hour to dif- 
cufs, if it were agitated in the lepiflature ; laftly, 
this enfranchifement, if made as it ought to be, 
by degrees, would coft the ftate much lefs facri- 
fices; and being done’ in fucceffion, it would be 
almoft imperceptible in their finances, which, be- 
fides, could certainly not be more worthily em- 
ployed. 

At New York, as elfewhere, the enfranchife- 
ment of the negroes‘ought to have for its‘end the 

;advantage of the ftate, its good order, and the be- 
| | nefit 
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nefit even of the negrocs to be made-frees, Were 
this meafure too quickly and fuddenly’ general, it 
would fail as to different objects of the firft ne- 
ceffity. I fhall not nere repeat what I have ob- 
ferved in another place in that refpect, and what 
fo many others hawe faid before: menc-Th@ex- 
pence:to the :ftatesthen would: be! reduced toa 


very {mall-fum, in comparifon:to the tality and 


atheiduty of the: meafure.. But while the fate 


of New York, furrounded with the examples of 
Connecticut, Maflachufetts; and Pennfylvania, 
does nothing towards this liberation,» but feems 
to approve of the permanence of flavery,-by. the 
filence or the refufal of its legiflature, it leaves 


ats conftitution andvits laws: ftainedvwith .a blot 


which, without exaggeration, may be called dif- 
honourable, a3 it cannot be excufedj er even pal- 
hated; by any circumftances exifting i that ftate. 

The exportation of foreign flaves into the flate 
of New York iis prohibited by the fame law which 
confirms the flavery of thofe who were. in the 
State at the time of its enactment.- ‘This difpo- 
fition thereforein that law, and the mild: mandir 
in which’ the. flaves are here generally. treated, 
18 a confirmation of the opinion, that pecumiary 
intereit, more than a-real approbation of flayery, 
prevents'the legilature from»proceeding: in this 
refpec wath. ithabojuftice and judgment. .with 

re which 
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which their other deliberations are for the moft 
‘part conducted. 


THE MILITLA. 


A law of 1798, pafled in confequence of the 
militia law of the United States, regulates the 
formation and the government of the militia of ; 
the ftate of New York, It is diftributed in four All | 
divifions, one for each of the grand diftricts of the : 
ftate. Each of thefe divifions 1s commanded by 
a major-general, and fubdivided into’ different | 
brigades; cach brigade into different regiments, th 
and thefe again into companies, The number si 
| of thefe corps is left at the diferetion of the com- | 
mander in chief (the governor of the {tate), who 
is guided in this refpect by the population of the | 
different diftri@s and counties. A company of | 
artillery and atroop of cavalry is attached to cach | i 
brigade. 
The militia are to affemble three times in the | 
year ; twice by companies, and once in their re- 1 
giments. The companies of artillery and cavalry i ! 
are embodied on the orders of the major-general | 
of the divifion. 
Courts martial, for the cognizance of military 
offences, are ordered by the governor, the gene- 
ral officers, and the major generals of the divi- 


fions, and alfo by the field officers of regiments, 
“wet. 
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&cr according to the rank of the accufed. A 
fine is the moft ufual punifhment for negle& of 
duty, &c. and fuch fine cannot exceed twenty- 
five dollars for the firft fault, nor a. hundred and 
twenty for any fubfequent offence: | Drfmuiffal is 
the higheft punifhment which a court martial 
can infli& on an officer, and in this cafe the, fen- 
tence of the court martial :muft: be approved: of 
by the commander in chiet. 

In the cafe of fines, the fentence miuift beap- 
proved by the commandants of divifion: or bri- 
gade, according to the rank of the officer; and of 
the commander in chief, if the officer convicted 
be @ commandant of divifion. . The fubaltefns 
and privates are fentenced to a fine by.ascouncil 
of officers of their regiment'or brigade, Thefe 
fines are appropriated to the general expences of 
the regiment, fuch as the purchafe of colours, 
drums, &c. Befides the perfons excepted from 
public duty by the general law. of: the United 
States, the following exemptions, are made: by 
the law of the {tate of New York, namely, the 
governor, the members. of the legiflature,. and 
their officers, the chancellor, the judges, the fe- 
cretary, the treafurer, the auditor, the-attorney 


general, the chief furveyor, all the inferior officers 


of juitice, including jailors, two boatmen for each 


patiage-boat, where the roads crofs rivers, all the 
clergy; 
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clergy, phyficians and furgeons, (except in fo far 
as their profeffional fervices, are required). profef- 
fors and ftudents, {chool-mafters engaged in that 
profeflion for three months or more, perfons be- 
longing to the poft-office, one man for, 6ach corn 
mill, allithe firemen belonging to infurance com- 
panics, and-the perfons employed, 1 in). 1rom WOrks 
and glafs) works... Every other, free man, from 
eighteen to, forty -fiyej,is fabje&.to militia dut 
except Quakers, who are relieved upon pay en 
of three dollars'annually. .. The governor, in his 
character of commander. in chief, may call out 
the militia in cafe of invafion, or in any other 


articular emergency: 
P A: ~ 


THE FINANCES. 

The ftate of New York is rich,“ Its annual:-rse- 
yenue, proceeding from the intereft of money, 
lodged moftly. in the banks. of the flate, and in 
that of the United States;is two hundred and 
thirty-four thoufand two hundred and eighteen 
ddllars, . Thete has not, as already mentioned, 
been any g ceneral tax for the {tate impofed fince 
the year 1788. 

The annual expence of the civil lift 1s about 
feventy-five thoufand dollars, and the moncy ex- 
pended by the public treafury upon the wuniver- 

fity, 


: : 

: 
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fity, the college, the hofpital, {chools; and cafuals 
ties, exceeds this fum. 

The ftate {till owes two hundred and twentys 
five thoufand dollars, moftly treafury-bills granted 
during the war. In this fum is not included 
the debt due to the United States, which the 
commiflioners of accounts have-afcertained to be 
two millions feventy-four thoufand eight hundred 
and forty-fix dollars; and it appears that the. 
State of New York is let difpofed to pay than 
any Other of the United States debtors. ; 


TRADE. 

Of all the towns on the continent, New York 
is beft fituated for trade. It is the only port in 
the ftate, and is one of the ereateft and moft 
flourifhing in America. 

All the produce of the fate is brought to 
New York by water-carriage, as well by the river 
as by canals, which the legiflature are unremit: 
tingly employed in completing, and which’ will 
eftablith’ a free communication between Lake 
Ontario ‘and this port. Another intended canal 
is to run from Lake Champlain and Hudfon’s 
River, by which the productions of Lower Ca- 
nada will) be. conveyed dire@tly to New York. 
The length of this canal will not excéed eighteen 


miles ; 
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milés; if is'to terminate at South Bay, which 


: | 


éommunicates with Lake Champlain. 

7 New Yorkalfo receives,, by its noble river, all 
the productions’ of that part of Maflachufetts, 
fituated on the weft of the Green Mountains,-and 
of that part of the ftate of Vermont, which 187in | 

| the fame tract. : 

“The impoffibility which the State of Connec- A } 

ticut finds of extending its ‘commerce for the | 

Want of a fufficient capital and good ports; adds 

to the trade of New York all that of Connedti- 

aut. New York is alfo the place of exportation 

of moft-of the provifions -frém ‘New Jerfcy, as a 

well as of the importation neceflary for this ftate, 





which, as we have already feeti, carries on little int 

or no trade at its fine port of Amboy. | | | 
None. of the: ftates is: more rapidly increafing 1 

than New! York.  Allits néw Jands, to ‘the weit a 


of Albany, along and behind'the Mohawk River, 
which were not formerly inhabited, are-peopling 
very faft. The immentfe country, extending frem | 
the Mohawk River by the Wodd Creck; as far as | 
Lake ‘Ontario, and which has, at different times: | 
back, been purchafed by companiés on {pecula- 
tion, begins to be divided ‘and: cleared. Fn that 

| ftill larger trac, which mins to the fouth of Bak 
, Oneida, as far-as the boundaries of Pennfylvania, 
there are a number of fettlements {till farther ad 
vanced. 
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vanced. Geneflee, which was in a manner 4 
defert four years ago, is peopling beyond every 
expectation ; and all the immenfe territory of the 
State of New York 1s now inhabited, except a 
tract between the river Geneflee and that of Nias 
gara, which was acquired trom the Indians only 
laft month, and a {mall part {till retained by the 
Indians, which they will foon be obliged to dif 


 pofe of to fpeculators. 


Thefe lands will be. foon inhabited ; they are 
good, fome of them of.the firft quality; and ‘the 
flats of the Geneflee, which I {poke of in my 
journey in the year 1795, are at leaft equal to 
the German flats along the Mohawk River, which 
has been confidered the richeft land-in America 
This country will be peopled. by. the inhabitants 
of New England, the. mott induftrious, active, 
and enterprifing of .all the United States; and 
if, as is expected, the obftru@ions in’ the nayiga- 
tion of the River Ofwego and Wood Creek were 
removed; if the canals projected, and already 
begun, to join Wood Creek and Mohawk River ee 
and the canal:to make Mohawk River, navigable 
as far as Albany, were completed ;..and if the fand 
bank in Hudfon’s River, fix. miles below this 
town, in the midft of the ‘iflands called Over-. 
flangh, which at _prefent prevents large veflels 
from going up to Albany, were, as it is thought 


practicable, 
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practicable, cleared away, New York would en- 
joy a great part of the fur trade. 
_ This year two {mall floops have already made 
this yoyage from Niagara. But: what was to 
them a-matter of labour, will undoubtedly be 
foon made eafy for larger veffels, and will add Hii 
much to the profperity of all the ftates of New iil 
. York, and particularly its capital: | 
| New York is, next to Philadelphia, the place 
of the greateft trade in the United States. . The 
amount of its exports in 1791 was two million i 
; four hundred and ninety-one thoufand and fifty- | A 
four dollars; in 1792 it was two million five AN 
hundred and twenty-eight thoufand and ninety- 
five dollars; in 1793 it was two million. nine 
hundred and eighteen thoufand three hithdred 
and three dollars; in 1794 it was five million 
four hundred and thirty-five thoufand four hun- 
cred and‘twenty dollars; in 1795 it was ten Hi 
million three hundred thoufand fix hundred and | 
forty-tw® dollars; and in 1796 it was twelve 
million two hundred and eighty-eight thoufand 
and twenty-feven dollars; 

The articles. of commerce are the fame as in 
the other principal ports of the United States; 
and thefe, as well as in all the others, the re-ex- 
portation of the produce of the Antilles makes a 
great part of their exports. L have not been able 

Vou. IV, Q to 
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to procure equally fatisfactory details in refpect 
of the imports, exports, and tonnage of this great 
pott as I obtained in feveral others; for having 
requefted from Mr. WoLcort; fecretary of the 
treafury, a letter to the colle&tor of the cuftoms, 
by which means alone I could .get the informa- 
tion, he faid that in the prefent political fituation 
of the United States with France, fuch com- 
pliance to a Frenchman was impoffible: and al- 
though I faw in this the perfonal difpofition of 
the fecretary of the treafury, and that this ftatef- 
man did not with to difclofe what he confidered 
political fecrets to one whom he looked upon in 
fome degree as an enemy, 1 was obliged to fub- 
mit to his harfh anfwer. The value of the ex- 
ports from the State of New York im 1788, was 
one million nine hundred and twenty-five thou- 
fand dollars. 

Potafhes are more exported from New York 
than from any other port of the United States, 
‘That commodity is here, as in all the other ftates; 
fubje@ed to infpection, and it is the only article 
that is always fold fot ready money. ~ All the 
otherarticles of produce fubje& to be infpected 
inthe other ftates are fo in this. The examinaé 
tion of flout, although more ftri& than in the 
fouthe?n ftates, is lefs fe than’ at Philadelphia: 


= THE 
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THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 


' New Yok is, next to Philadelphia, the larvett 
and beft town in the United States; Thee two 
cities rival éach other almof in every refpect. 
Philadelphia has hitherto had the advantage, but 
from the fine fituation of New York there is 
reafon to expe that {Gonet or later it will gain 
the fuperiority, 

It is calculated that this city contains at pré- 


fent upwards of fifty thoufand inhabitants. There . 


have been no lefs than four hundred and fifty new 
houfes built here in this prefent year. It is ins 
creafed and beautified with unheard of quicknefs 
a circumftance owing, no doubt, in a great meas 
fure, to the immenfe beneft its trade has derived 
for thefe two or three years from the prefent 


tate of Europe. But if peace diminith, as it 


certainly will, their exceffive profits, the extenfion 
of the cultivated lands and fettlements in this yatt 
territory, the produce of which will find, dire@ly 


or indiréétly, a yent by Hudfon’s River, will in 


fure a folid foundation, independently of all fo- 
teign circumftances, fo¥ the increafing profperity 
of the trade of New York. To all thee advan- 
tages New York adds that of lying more to the 
ealtward, and nearer to the {ea than any port in 
America, except Bofton ; and it is never choaked 


Q 2 up 
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up with ice, although that part of the bay, which 
is formed by the mouth of the river and the fea, 
is fometimes frozen fo hard as to make an eafy 
communication on the ice between the city and 
the iflands called Governor's and Staten Mlands. 
New York is built at the extremity of the 
ifland of Manhattan, now generally known by 
the name of New York Ifland. ‘This sfland, 
which is fifteen miles long, and three broad at 
the wideft part, is formed by Hudf{on’s River and 


‘Eaft River; improperly fo called, it being nothing 


elfe than an arm of the fea, which feparates Long 
Ifland from New York [land and the continent. 
The firtt houfes of New York, then New Am- 
fterdam; were built in 1614 by the Dutch. 
The Englifh made themfelves matters of it in 
1684, and retained it till 1783. It was the laft 
town on the continent which they quitted. 

~ In 1775, when it was evacuated by the Ame- 
rican troops, the beft part of the town, and that 
fituated next the fort, was, as the Americans {ay; 
burnt by the Englith, and, according to the Eng 
lifh, by the Americans. 

This quarter of the city has been rebuilt fie 
the peace, and is now one ‘of the handfomelft 
parts init. The town had formerly beén. built 
without any regular plan, whence every where 
aloft, except what has been rebuilt in confe- 


quence 
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quence of the fire, the ftreets are {mall and crook= 
ed; the foot-paths, where there are any, narrow, 
and interrupted by the ftairs from the houfes, 
which makes the walking on them extremely in- 
convenient. Some good brick houfes are fituated 
in thefe narrow ftreets ; but in general the houfes 
are mean, fmall, and low, built of wood, and a 
great many of them yet bear the marks of Dutch 
tafte. ‘The new part of the city built adjoining 
to Hudfon’s River, and parallel with its courte, 
is infinitely more handfome ; the ftreets there in 
» being generally ftraight, broad, interfecting each i 
other at right angles, and the houfes much bet- Hi) 
! ter built. There is not in any city in the world 


= 


a finer {treet than Broadway; itis near a mile in 
f length, and is meant to be {till farther extended : 
itis more than a hundred feet wide from one: end Mn 
to the other. Moft part of the houfes are of ; 
brick, and a number of them extremely hand- 
fome. From its elevated fituation, its pofition 


—— = = .— 
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on the river, and the elegance of the buildings, 

it is naturally the place of refidence of the mott 

opulent inhabitants. Broadway is terminated, 

at one end, by a handfome fquare, in the front id 

of which is the governors houfe, built in a very | 
; good ftile of architecture, upon the fpot where 
the. fort ftood before the revolution. The demo- 
lition of this fort has alfo left between the go- 
Q 3 vernor s 
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vernor’s houfe and the river a large fpace, which 
has been formed into a public walk, upon the 
banks of Hudion’s River, and from thence round 
to Eat River, commands a view as far as the 
narrows at the entrance of the roaditead. Thus, 
in this promenade, the eye embraces at once all 
the outlets of this great port, and fees all its fhip- 
ping come in and go out. ‘This walk, which is 
called the Battery, might undoubtedly be kept in 
better order, and be made more agreeable to the 
ufe it is intended for, by planting fome trees, &e, 
but as it is, its fituation makes it incomparably 
the mott del; ghtful public waik any where to be 
found. 

The fortifications erected upon Governor's 
Hfland, to defend the entrance of the harbour, 
are partly of brick and partly of earth; they are 
in are{pectable {tate of defence. The works were 
begun three years ago, upon a very good plan, by © 
M. Vincent, a French engineer, and eighty 
thopfand dollars granted by congrefs have been 
already expended upon them ; but it will takea 
great deal more to complete them; and this mutt 
be expended regularly, and without delay, which 
is feldom the cafe with works of this kind in the 
United States. — It appears, however, evident te 
me, that to fortify the heights of Long Ifland, 
would be alone an effectual defence of the harbour 
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of New York; at leaft that it would bean indi 
penfable addition to its fecurity, as there 1s no- 


thing to prevent an enemy from landing in fome 


places in that ifland ; and having poficticd them- 
{elves of thefe heights, they ‘might foon become 
mafters of New York, which they could eer 
deftroy by their artillery. 

New York was, till laft year, the feat of “S 
legiflature of the {tate, which has been fince that 
time transferred to Albany. The building in 
which the legiflature held its fittings, and which 
contains alfo the courts of juftice, is one of the 
moft elegant, or, at leaft, the moft fpacious in the 
city. It is, however, much inferior-to the de- 
{criptions given of it in all the American Ga- 
zetteers. 

» There are here nineteen places of worfhip, be- 
longing to different religions. Of thefe the Tri- 
nity Church and St. Paul’s are the largeft and 
moft elegant. St. Paul’s is the epifcopal church. 
The bifhop, the minifters, and the rector are paid 


from its revenues, which there, asin all the others 


in America, are increafed by letting out the pews. 


The monument ereéted by order of congtels to | 


the memory of General Montgomery, who was 


killed at the fiege of Quebec, in 1775, ftands” 


again{t one of the outfide walls of St. Paul’s 
Charch, 


Q4 There 
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There are three markets at New York, but all - 


of them {mall and narrow, very much inferior to 
thofe of Philadelphia, both in fize, and in neat- 
nefs and regularity. They are fi upplied from Jer- 
fey, and, in a great meafure, from Long Ifland. 
The nearnefs of the fea makes the fifh-market be 


better fupplied here than at Philadelphia. All 


the trade of confequence is carried on by Eaft 
River, where likewife come the veflels from Con- 
necticut. It is only. the veffels belonging to Hud- 
fon's north river that land their cargoes at the 
keys upon that river. 

The water is, in general, bad at New York, 
although in fome quarters it is lefs fo than in 
others. There is a pump placed at the extremity 
of the city, where thofe families that are not fa- 
tisied with the wells and common pumps, get 
their water. The {pring which fupplies this 


pump belongs to one of the inhabitants, and is. 


by him let for twelve hundred dollars, to a per- 
fon who is faid to fel] daily from fifteen to twenty 
thoufand gallons, and fometimes more. This 
water is known in the town by the name of tea 
water. . 

‘But I have faid enough of this city, All the 
accounts which I could give of it would not 
equal the defcriptions to be found in moft of the 
American almanacks. I fhall therefore confine 
yayfelt toa few words on its public eftablifhments. 
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HOSPITALS AND PUBLIC CHARITIES. 


An hofpital fit to contain a hundred and fifty 
patients, is fupported at New York. at the ex- 
pence of the ftate. 

In this hofpital are admitted all the poor inha- 
bitants of New York, and even ftrangers. An 
order, figned by one of the directors, is all that 
is required; and from the number of patients, 
which feldom exceed fixty, it appears that this 
facility of admiffion is not abufed. 

Thofe patients who can afford it, pay to the in- 
ftitution two dollars and a half weekly for their 
expences. 

A fkilful phyfician vifits the patierts regularly 
once a day; and a young phyfician and an apo- 
thecary live in the houfe. The ftudents who 
attend the phyfician in his vifits, pay, as at Phi- 
fadelphia, a {mall fum towards forming a library. 
More attention feems to be paid here to the pa- 
tients than at Philadelphia; or, at leaft, the hof- 
pital is regulated {0 as to be of more benefit in 
the inftruction of the pupils, and even of the phy- 
ficians. A very correct journal is kept of the dif- 
ferent difeafes, their management, the effect of 
the medicines, &c. 

Upon the whole this hofpital feems to be well 
managed, but the-patients labouring under differ- 

ent 


: 
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ent diforders are not kept fufficiently apart, which 
js principally owing to the fmall number of the 
fick. The hofpital having been burnt during 
the war, it has been rebuilt partly by fubfeription, 
and partly by the public money. It is at this 
time {upported altogether by the ftate, who have 
endowed it with the fum of twelve thoufand 
five hundred dollars paid annually by the trea. 
furer. The directors have applied for an aug. 
mentation of this fum, which 1s required for the 
additions and ameliorations as well of the build- 
ings as of the ground furrounding it. _ They will 
obtain this augmentation from the wife liberality 
of the legiflature, which never refufes ufeful and 
beneficial expences, although they’ might fome- 


times employ them with more advantage and © 


judgment than they have done. 

The poor’s-houfe is Supported by a poor s-rate 
raifed among the inhabitants of the city, ands 
under the direction of infpettors of the poor. 
There are generally from fix to eight hundred 
paupers kept in this houfe befides fix hundred 
more who received affiftance from it during wile 
ter.. The building was crected laft year, and coft 
twenty-five thoufand pounds, or an hundred and 


thirty thoufand dollars. It is kept remarkably 
neat, and the poor well: treated... A great num- 
her of thefe are infirm, decayed, and children, fo 

that 
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that the only labour that can be expected from 
them is the kitchen-work, wafhing, fewing, and 
working in the garden belonging to the houfe. 

The annual expence of each pauper is calcu- 
lated at forty pounds, or an hundred and fifty 
dollars. ‘The annual poor's-rate amounts to thirty 
thoufand dollars, and is in proportion to one 
third of the whole taxes raifed in the city in 
thofe years where there isno extraordinary ex- 
pence. 

If a poor's-houfe be any where proper, it is 
undoubtedly in a great city, but, in my opinion, 
it is feldom a good inftitution either in a politi- 
cal or charitable point:of view. According to 
the acknowledgment of the infpectors of the poor 
at New York, the poor-houfe of New York pros 
duces paupers. 

It isaftonifhing, that we fee nowhere in Ame- 
rica the eftablifhment of benefit-clubs, where the 

_, Working clafs might, by contributing a {mall 
part of their earnings, fecure to themfelves, in 
their old age, a fupport ariling from their eco- 
nomy, which would prevent that kind of thame 
ever attending the receipt of public charity, and 
would be, in its effeéts, as beneficial to the morals 
ot the people as to the finances of the ftate, and 
its true profperity. Such inftitutions fhould 
therefore receive every public encouragement. 


A numerous 


iil 
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-A numerous fociety, called the City Di/penfary, 


provides alfo, by fubfcription, for the relief of the — 


indigent fick, in providing them with medicines, 
A phyfician, a furgeon, and an apothecary, are ap- 
pointed and paid by the fociety to give their ad, 
vice to the patients who attend there in virtue 
of an order from a member of the fociety. In 
cafes of neceffity they are alfo to vifit the poor at 
their own houfes, and to inoculate them if re- 
quired. The fubfcription is five dollars a year, 
which gives the member a right to have two 
patients at all times on the lift ; and a member 
may nominate more upon the additional pay- 


ment of two dollars and a half for each, A 


fubfcription of fifty dollars is the qualification of 
a member for life, This fociety annually relieves 
from feven to eight hundred fick. It isa kind 
of inititution common to.all the large towns of 
the United States, and feems to be one of great 

utility. ah aaa 
At New York, as in all the great trading towns 
on the continent, there are a great number of 
prifoners for debt. A fociety has been eftablithed 
by voluntary fubfcription, which provides amply 
for the wants of thofe debtors who have no other 
recourfe to procure garments and: bed clothes. 
The juries called in courts of. law, who are al- 
lowed a fhilling a day each for their attendance, 
generally 


. 
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generally alfo give up this {mall falary to the above 
purpote. ‘The relief thus granted to the poor pri- 
{onérs amounts annually to five or fix hundred 
dollars. 

There are feveral other charitable focieties efta- 
blifhed at New York, all with a view of relieving 
thé unfortunate, the fick, and of different. de- 
{criptions; each of which has its particular regu- 
lations. 

This is the proper place to mention the relief 
granted by the ftate and city of New York to the 
unfortunate colonifts who efcaped from St. Do- 
mingo, and which has been continued ever fince 
the year 1793, when it was begun. 

Immediately upon their arrival at New York, 
a fub{cription was quickly raifed for their relief, 
amounting to the fum of eleven thoufand fix 
hundred and twenty-four dollars, and fince that 
time eleven thoufand two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars more have been granted by the legiflature 
of the ftate for the emigrant colonifts. ‘The ftate 
of New York has had alfo the diftribution of fe- 
venteen hundred and fifty dollars, as thetr pro- 
portion of fifteen thoufand dollars voted by Con- 
grefs in 1794 with the fame intention; fo that 
the unfortunate colonifts of St. Domingo have 
received from the flate of New York the fum of 
twenty-four thoufand fix hundred and twenty- 
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four dollars, or an hundred and thirty-two thoys 
fand nine hundred and feventy French livres, 
The benevolent fpirit which induced the fub. 
f{cription and vote for thefe fums has alfo prefided 
at their diftribution. Immediately on their arr. 
val houfes were taken to receive thofe moft def 
titute of refources ; they were there fupplied with 
food, clothing, and fewel; the lefs neceffitous re- 
ceived a {mall weekly allowance of from fix to 
twelve dollars, according to the number of their 
family. By degrees thefe fuccours became lek 
neceiiary. France provided for the fupport of a 
great. numbér of families; a number of others, 
from time to time, returned to the colonies, or 
proceeded to France ; but the ftate of New York . 
has never ceafed to exercife its benevolence, and 
there now are raifed funds to fecure the French 
families in the city who are deftitute of refources, 
againft the wents and {evyerity of the approaching 
winter, ~The diftributors of thefe fuccours have 
been Lawrence Emery and Ricnarp Lares 
NER, both Quakers, who deferye every praife; 
and the particular gratitude of all Frenchmen; 
for the goodnefs, the juftice, and the unremitting, 
attention with which they have difcharged this 
honourable function. Richard Lareener is now 
the fole agent, Lawrence Emery having beer 
dead for thefe two years, 
BANKS. 
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BANKS. 


There are two banks eftablifhied at New York ; 
one of thefe is a branch of the bank of the United 
States, and is conduéted in the fame manner,.and 
under the famie regulations, as the other branches . 
of that bank; the other is the bank known by 
the name of the New York Bank. It was incor- 
porated in 1791; its capital 1s nine hundred and 
fifty thoufand dollars, in nineteen hundred fhares 
of five hundred dollars each. _The rules and the 
bufinefs carried on by this bank are fimilar to 
thofe of the others eftablifhed in the United 
States, particularly in Pennfylvania. In its ad* 
miniftration, and in all its tranfactions, it is ab- 
folutely independent of the ftate, which, by a 
particular regulation, may purchafe as far as’a 
hundred fhares, but has no farther vote in the 
deliberations, thati in proportion to its fhares as 
an ordinary proprietor. This bank defervedly 
enjoys the confidence of the public. Its dividends 
are about mine per cent per annum. ‘The pres 
fent value of fhares is about twenty-five per cent 

_ above thew original price. 


PRISONS. 


I have before mentioned that the criminal jus 
mfprudence has been reformed in the ftate of 


New 
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New York, and, with the exception of the crimé 
of robbery in churches, has been made altogether 
fimilar to that of Pennfylvania: that new fyftém 
neceffarily produced the prefent regulation of pri- 
fons. The legiflature of New York have been 
anxioufly engaged in this particular, and in the 
conftruction of a prifon at New York for ftate 
convicts; and in the mean time, fince paffing the 
law, it has béen ordered to delay building the pri- 
fon at Albany. 

The new prifon at New York is already nearly 
finifhed, and it is upon a very complete plan. Its 
walls inclofe four acres, and nothing 1s wanting in 
réfpect of fecurity, extent, good air, divifion of 
the different clafles of prifoners, facility of fuper- 
intendence, and every other circumftance necef- 
fary to this fort of inftitution, and will; without 
doubt, be one of the moft perfeét buildings of its 


kind. It may give fome idea of the liberality of 


the legiflature of New York in defraying ex- 
pences for public utility, to ftate that this prifon 
will coft upwards of nine hundred thoufand dol- 
lars. It will not be entirely completed till the 
next year, but in the prefent year the chief of the 
lodging part will be finifhed, and the conviéfs are 
to be removed thither in the courfe of a month. 

This prifon is intended for that Clafs. of pr- 
foners only; prifoners fer debt, and thofe com4 
WroY mitted 
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mitted by the police, being confined in feparate 
prifons. It were to be wifhed, that it had been 
built within the city, from which it is about half 
a mile diftant, as it would in that cafe have been 
in lefs danger of being forced from without, and 
the perfons in confinement refcued. But the city 
of New York is extending {0 rapidly on that fide, 
that in a very few years it is probable the prifon 
will not be thus infulated: and even now it is not 
at fo great a diftance but affiftance may be eafily 
got when necefiary. 

The internal government of this prifon will be 
conduéted, as at Philadelphia, under infpectors, 
principally Quakers. One of thofe, Tuomas 
Eppy, whofe philanthropy, virtue, and zeal, 
merit equally the efteem of the public, will ren- 
der this inftitution in no refpect inferior to that 
of Pennfylvania. He is one of the moft excellent 
of men, his firft with being to do good to others. 
In giving him this praife, I do not mean to de- 
tract from the merit of his coadjutors, who, he 
affures me, are animated with the fame fenti- 
ments as himfelf; but, as I happen not to be ac- 
quainted with them, I cannot fpeak from my own 
knowledge. 

The convicts are at prefent confined in the or- 
dinary prifon, and are well fuperintended: four 


er five of them are in the fanie apartment; but 
» Vor. 1V. R they 
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they are not made to work, the place not pers 
mitting it. In the fame range of buildings-where 
the convicts are kept, 1s the houfe of correGion, 
for women confined by order of ‘the. police. “It 
is the old fyftem of the Salpetriere at Paris, in all 
its imperfections: bcould ‘not fee, without hers 
ror, two or three girls, twelve years of age, am 
refted as public *proftitutes;; and one of them 
was there for: the fecond' time. “The vicesiof 
large cities are every where altke. 


"ey 


THE -COUNFRY,. ABOUT NEW YORK. 

The sland of New York being the only place 
round the city that. can be reached without crofls. 
ing. water, the ground there has. rifen. to:an 
enormous, price. -In this place the moft opulent 
mhabitants of New York have their country 
feats. Among thefe, that of Mr. Onive is moft 
diftinguifhed for its fimplicity.and:tafte, and for 
its pleafure-grounds, planted: with all the Euro- 
pean trees, reared with an attention very uncom- 
nonin Amerita,-and which is fully recompenied 
by atsfuccels. Mr. Olive’s houfe is till more te- 
-markable for the truly patriarchal and hofpitable 
life he there leads. He paffes at this villa all 
the time hé can fpare from his bufinefs as a mer- 
chant, and: has the happinefs to be, with one of 
the moft accomplifhed of wives, furrounded by a 


charming 
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charming family. He is of the firft rank among 
thofe Frenchmen whom no private intereft could 
induce to make them forget that of their country, 
The Americans allow, that this difpofition is more 
common among the French, than among any 
other people. 

The foil is in general bad in the ifland of New 
York; it fells however higher than any of the 
grounds in-the environs of Philadelphia. 

Lhe land in Long-Ifland, which is the dearer 
in. proportion to its vicinity to New York, is of a 
very inferior quality. In other refpects, however, 
that ifland is extremely agreeable. The land, 
although very indifferent, is well cultivated, the 
market of New York furnifhing’ a certain and 
prohtable vent for their produce. Yet towards 
the middle of the ifland there is a good deal of 
ground, of a light and dry fand, that has been 
hitherto confidered as unfit for cultivation. . Al- 
though I went through the whole of this ifland, 
I do not confider it fufficiently interefting to en- 
ter into any details refpecting it, fuch as I have 
given of my other journies. In’ a {pace of four 
hundred miles {quare, Long-Ifland contains, ac- 
cording to an enumeration made in 1790, thirty- 
eight thoufand two hundred and’nineteen inha- 
bitants, including four thoufand eight hundred 
and thirty-nine flaves. 

R2 THE 
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THE. MANNERS. OF NEW YORK, AND NOTICES OF 
PERSONS INCIDENT TO THE SUBJECT. 

Every thing ts full dearer at New York. than 
at Philadelphia: the fhops are not fo well fup- 
plied, and the fhopkeepers not fo crvil- and 
obliging. 

The manners are the fame at New Yorkas 
in the other large towns in America, throughout 
all the different claffes of fociety., In point of 
hofpitality, the inhabitants hold a middle degree 
between thofe of Philadelphia and thofe of Bof- 
ton. } 

Their political opinions weré more favourable 
to England two years ago than they are now; 
and it is at prefent doubtful whether Mr. Jay, 
who owes his election as governor of the ftate to 
that difpofition, will be re-elected the enfuing 
year. 

I had great pleafure in again meeting here Mr. 
Hamilton, who, as I have already mentioned, is 
one of the moft interefting. charafters in Ame- 
rica: he unites, to an enlarged underftanding, a 
great degree of courage and firmnedfs, with mild 
and extremely agreeable manners. It is gene- 
rally thought, and apparently with fome founda- 
tion, that he firongly influenced, and even directed 
the conduct of General Wathington in the laft 
arrs : , years 
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years of his prefidency. Mr. Hamilton is, more 
than any other of the federalift party, expofed to 
the ill-will of the oppofite party: he is a very 
eminent Barrifter at New York; and his pro- 
fcffional conduét is highly liberal. Born without 
a fortune, he quitted the office of fecretary of the 
treafury without a fortune, when the circum- 
ftances of the confolidation of the public debt, 
the extentive fales of land, &c. gave him immenfe 
opportunities of becoming rich, without the rifk | 
of public cenfure, if he had chofen to profit: by 
them ; but a difintereftednefs in pecuniary mats 
ters, every where rare, but particularly fo in Ame- 
rica, is a univerfally allowed trait in Mr. Hamil- 
ton’s character; and I have been informed, by 
his chents, that their only conteft with him is 
refpecting the {mallnefs of the fees he requires. 
Colonel Burr, who is alfo one of the moft 
diftinguifhed characters in the United States, for 
the extent, precifion, and clearnefs. of his judg- 
ment, for his acquired knowledge, and- for the 
delicacy and generofity of his fentiments, ‘and 
whofe friendfhip I have enjoyed for thefe two 
years, made me acquainted with the aged Gene- 
ral Curxron, formerly governor of the ftate of 
New York, who is now as ardent in his love of 
liberty as he -was-at the age of thirty ; and as he 
has devoted. himfelf during the whole courfe of 
R3 the 
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the revolution, and fince that period, to eftablith 
and preferve the liberty of his country, he alfo has 
amumiber of enemies in the federalift party; but, 
from what 1 have feen, and from what I know 
of him, I confider him a man of the moft efti- 
mable character. 

Another inhabitant of New York, whom I fre- 
quently met during my lait {tay there, where my 
intention of returning foon to. Europe mduced 
me to keep little company, is EDMUND Livine- 
STON, one of the moft enlightened and eloquent 
members of the oppofition party in congrefs. 
When the American politics, coming round to- 
wards: England; reftrained public exprefiions of 
attachment to the unfortunate Lafayette, whom 
they knew in fact more as the prifoner of George 
the Third, and-under the influence of that mo- 
hareh; than that of the: Emperor, and prevented 
any attempts being made to leofen his chams; 
Edward Livingfton more than once. raifed his 
voice in congrefs, to engage them to take pro- 
per {teps towards the deliverance of that unfortu- 
nate but eftimable character, and to call the ho- 
nourable attention of congrefs towards. his “fon. 


Although Edward Livingfton is too young to 
have férved with Lafayette in America, and could 
have no particular tie to him, he faw in his caufe 
that of the friends of liberty, that of America, 

and 
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an@hehas fupported itowith warmth. He has 
always been feconded by a-number of his:col- 
Jeagues, and often. by theomajority; he would 
have been fo by ‘the whole, in. any other {tate of 
political difpofrtions. 

[ thall be pardoned for adding the name of 
KosorosKxo to'the lift which: delight in com- 
amemorating. There is ‘no heart: friendly to li- 
berty, or an admirer of Virtueccand ‘talent, in 
whom ‘the name!of Kofciofka does: not excite 
(entiments of intereft and. xefpedyo The purity 
and liberality of “his. ‘intentions, the boldnefs af 
his undertakings, the able: mannet in which he 
conducted then, atid .the misfortunes and atro- 
cious Captivity which have been their confe- 
quence, are too well known to-require repetition, 
Tt is alfo well known, that Paul-the F irft figna- 
lifed the comniencement of his reign by the en- 
largement of this refpectable futterer, whofe im- 
ptifonment and barbarous treatment made every 
generous mind condemn Catharine, if the whole 
life of that infanicus woman, blackened with 
Grimes and viées, could be’ fullied by an addi- 
fiotial crime. Ia America, where: he feryed with 
‘dition ih the war of the revolution, has Ko- 
teiofko ‘come to feck an afylum. He lodged, 
when I faw him, at the houfe of the brave Ge- 
‘feral GAresy in whofe army he was employed at 

K+ the 


ee 


| 








248 TRAVELS THROUGH 


the» memorable affair of Saratoga. The confe- 


‘quences of -his wounds, which {till prevent him 


from the free ufe of one of his legs, and his rigor~ 
ous confinement, have impaired his health, but 
it now begins to be re-eftablifhed. Simple and 
modeft, he even fheds téars of. gratitude, and 


teems aftonifhed at the homage he receives. He 


fees in every man who is the friend of liberty and 
of man, a brother. . His countenance, {parking 
with. fire, difcovers a foul which no circumftances 


‘canrender dependent, and exprefies the language 


of his heart, Shall I never then fight more for my 
country? He {peaks little, particularly on the 
mustortunes of his country, although the thought 


ot thefe occupy his whole foul. Ina word, ele- | 


vation of fentiment, grandeur, fweetnef, force, 
goodneds, all that commands refpeét and homage, 
appear to me to be concentrated in this cele- 
brated and interefting victim of ‘misfortune end 
deipotifm. 1 have met few men whofe appear- 
ance fo much excited in; me that effe@. 

Klis young friend Nremcewicz, who was 
wounded in the fame battle with Kofciofko, and, 
like him, was imprifoned in the dungeons of 
Catherine, has followed him to America, and 
cevotes to him the fondeftt attentions of friend- 
fhip. Niemcewicz is, from his noble fentiments, 


the agreeablenefs of his manners, and the extent 


of 


THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c, 249 


of his knowledge, a perfon particularly intereft- 
ing, He is faid to hold the firft rank among 
the’ poets of his country. 

After having feen both thefe great men as often 
as I could, I left them, with a fincere with for the 
happinefs of their country, which was returned 
with an equal with on their part in behalf of 
mine, 
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GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ‘ON THR” 
UNIBED STATES.» 
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y WAVING given a fketch of the conftitutions 
iB and principal laws of the union, I have 





now to {peak of the federal government, which 
exercifes a fovereign power over the whole, and 
forms the bond which unites them together. 
The political character of the times gives a de- 
grec of importance to this part of my work that 
belongs to no other; were it not, indeed, abfo- 


lutely neceflary to render the notions of my 


reader more diftinét and perfect refpecting the 


United States and their feveral governments, 


SITUATION GF THE UNITED STATES PREVIOUS 
TO THE YEAR 1797. 

Early in the American revolution, and in the 
midit of the dangers of that war it occafioned, 
a congrefs was held of deputics from each of the 
{ftates, who, fitting fogether in one chamber, 
formed the government of the union. The only 
bond which connected the feveral ftates, at this 
period, was the common caufe in which they 
were engaged; and the general confsdence was 
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the fole authority of the congrefs. But fo im- 
perious were the circumftances,in which. they 
acted, and. forperfect the zeal of their conftitu- 
ents, that the orders they iflued, many. of which 
exceeded their authority, were promptly and {cru- 
puloufly obeyed, The congrefs thus ftrength- 
ened with the public opinion accomplifhed many 
great objects ; it levied armies; raifed extenfive 
loans ; formed. important alliances’; maintained 
the war with vigour; and. proclaimed the inde- 
pendence of the country. 

The articles.of confederation which were not 
adopted till 1781, gave the congrefs'a more ex- 
tenfive authority; but one that was {till very li- 
mited,, and, in many -re{pects, incomplete. By 
thofe articles it had authority to require of the 
different ftates the money. neceflary for the war, 
and the-expences of the union; but it .was to- 
tally deftitute of all nyveans for coercion on the 
{tates, or even individuals, .who fhould.refufe to 
bear their portion of the public burthens; and 
all regulations. of commerce, however SERB Y 
were left to the feveral ftates. 

At the peace, zeal and confidence abated with 
the abfence of the dangers that gave them birth. 
The congrefs found the limits of its authority 
too narrow ; it was deftitute even of power to 


execute its own laws; and was, on that account; 
unwilling 
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unwilling to pafs many that were neceflary. The 
inadequacy of the government to its object was 
feit in every direction; the feveral {tates neglected 


to fulfil engagements: made by the congrefs, in 


the name of the whole, to pay debts contracted 


for the war; the paper of the congrefs was de: 


preciated ; credit exifted no longer; and: com- 
merce languifhed. England laid heavy dutieson 
the importation of the produce of the American 
ftates. Some of the {tates, it 1s true; impofed 
heavy duties on Englith goods; but that meafure 
was not general, and, in the condition of the 
country, the expedient was prejudicial to the 
fiates by whom it was adopted. 

it was in the midft of thefe and other calami- 
ties, and with a defign of applying a remedy to 
them, that the Convention of Annapolis, and 
afterwards that of Philadelphia, were convoked. 

This laft convention: framed the conftitution 
which at this day exifts in. the United States. 
Although it is already well known, I will here fet 
it down entire and in its own words, A confti- 


tution is a thing of which a perfeé idea is not 


formed from a mere abf{tract ; and a complete 
idea of the American conftitution is neceffary to 
comprehend what I have to fay concerning the 
debates on this conftitution, andthe oppofition it 
had to encounter. 
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CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES. 
We, the people of the United States, in order 


to form a more perfect union, eftablifh juttice, 
infure domeftic tranquillity, provide for the com- 
mon defence, promote the general welfare, and 
fecure the bleflings of liberty to ourfelves and our 
pofterity, do ordain and eftablifh this conftitution 
for the United States of America. 


ArtTIcLE I. 


Section 1ft. All legiflative powers herein grant- 
ed fhall be vefted in a congrefs of the United 
States, which fhall confift of a fenate and houfe 
of reprefentatives. 

Sect. 2d. The houfe of, reprefentatives fhall be 
compofed of members chofen every fecond year 
by the people of the feveral {tates ; and the elec- 
tors in each ftate fhall have the qualifications re- 
quifite for electors of the moft numerous branch 
of the ftate legiflature. 

No perfon fhall be a reprefentative who -thall 
not have attained to the age of twenty-five years, 
and been feven years a citizen of the United States; 
and who fhall not, when elected, be an inhabitant 
of that ftate in which he fhall be chofen. 

Reprefentatives and direct taxes fhall be ap- 
portioned among the feyeral ftates which may be 
| included 
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included within this union, according to thei 
refpective numbers, which fhall be determined 
by adding to the whole number'of free perfons, 


including thofe bound to fervice for a term of 


years, and excluding Indians not taxed, thireés 
fifths of all other perfons. - ‘The actual enumeras 
tion fhall-be made within three years after the 
firft meeting of the congrefs of the United States, 
and within every fubfequent term of ten years, in 
fach a manner as they fhall by law dire&. The 
number of reprefentatives fhall not exceed one 
for every thirty.thoufand, but each ftate fhall have 
at leaft one reprefentative; and until: fuch enw 
meration fhall -be made, the ftate of New Hamp- 
fhire {hall be entitled to choofe three; Maffachu- 


fetts eaght, Rhode Ifland and Providence Planta- 


tions one, Connecticut five, New York fix, New 
Jerfey four,’ Pennfylvania eight, Delaware one, 
Maryland fix, Virginia tens North Carolina five, 
South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the reprefentation 
of any tate, the executive authority thereof fhall 
iffue writs of election to fill fuch vacancies. The 


houfe of reprefentatives fhall choofe their {peaker | 


and-other officers, and fhall have the fole power 

of impeachmient:. 
Seci. 3d- The fenaté-of the United States thall 
be compofed of two fenators from each fate, 
chofen 








THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 955 


chofen bythe degiflature thereof, for fix yéars ; 
and each fenator fhall have one vote. 

Immediately: after they fhall: be aflembled, in 
confequence. of'the firft election, they: fhall:be 
divided as equally as may be into three clafles: 

The feats ofthe fenators of the firft claf$ thallrbe 
vacated at the expiration. of the fecond year;' of 
the: fecond’ ‘clafs at the expiration of the fourth 
year ; andof: the! third clafat the expiration. of 
the: fixth year; fo that one-third’ may be chofen 
in every. fecond “year; and: if? vacancies happen 
by refignation, - or otherwife, during the recefs of 
the legiflature of any ftate, the executive power 
thereof may make temporary appoimtments. until 
the next-meeting, of the legiflature, which. fhall 
then fill up fuch vacancies. 

‘No perfon fhall be a fenator who fhall not have | 
attained to the age of thirty years, and been nine ) | 
years a citizen of the United States: and: whe | 
fhall not, when eleéted, be an inhabitant of the | 
ftate ‘for which he fhall be chofen. 

The vice-prefident of the United States thall 
be'prefident of the fenate; but fhall have no 
vote, unlefs they be equally divided: 

The fenate ‘fhall choofe their other officers, 
and alfo a prefident, pro tempore, in the abfence 
of the vice-prefident, or: when: he thall exercife 
the office-of prefident of the United States; 
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The fenate fhall have the fole power to try all 
impeachments. When fitting for that purpofe, 


they fhall be on oath or affirmation. When — 


the prefident of the United States is tried, the 
chief jirftice thall prefide ; and no perfon fhall be 
convicted without the concurrence of two-thirds 
of the members prefent. 

Judgment, in cafes of impeachment, fhall not 
extend further than toa removal from office, and 
a difqualification to hold and enjoy any office of 
honour, truft, or profit under the United States; 
but the party convicted fhall be neverthelefs fub- 
ject to indiGtment, trial, judgment, and punith- 
ment, according to law. 

Seé?. 4th. The times, places, and manner a 
holding election for fenators and reprefentatives, 
fhall be prefcribed in each ftate by the legiflature 
thereof; but the congrefs may at any time by. 
law, makeor alter fuch regulations, except as to 
the place of choofing fenators. 

The congrefs fhall affemble at leaft once every 
_ year, and fuch meetings fhall be on the firft Mon- 
day of December, unlefs they fhall 3 law ‘appa 
a different day. 

+ Seé?. 5th. Each houfe fhall be a judge of the 
elections, returns, and qualifications for its.own 
mi¢mbers, and a majority of each fhall conftitute 
a quorum to do»bufinefs ; -but-a {maller numbet 

| may 
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may adjourn from day to day, and may bé au- 
thorized to compel the attendance of abfent 
members, in fuch a manner, and under fuch pe- 
nalties as each houfe may provide. 

Each houfe may determine the rules of its pro- 
ceedings, punifh its members for diforderly beha- 
viour, and, with the concurrence of two-thirds, 
expel a member. 

Each houfe fhall keep a journal of its proceed- 
ings, and from time to time publifh the fame; 
excepting fuch parts as in their judgment may 
require fecrecy; and the yeas and nays of the 
members of either houfe, on any queftion, fhall; 
at the defire of one-fifth of thofe prefent, be en- 
tered on the journal. 

Neither houfe, during the feffion of congrefs, 
fhall, without the confent of the other, adjourn 
for more than three days, nor to any other place 
than that in which the two houfes fhall be fitting. 

Seé?. Oth. The fenators and reprefentatives fhall 
receive a compenfation for their fervices, fo be 
afcertaned by law, and paid out of the treafury 
of the United States: They fhall, in all cafes, 
except treafon, felony, and the breach of peace, 
be privileged from atreft during their attendance 
at the feffion of their refpective houfes, and in 


going to and returning from the fame; and for 
Vor.IV. S any 


— 
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any. fpeech or debate in either houfe, they thal! 
not be queftioned in any other place. 

No fenator or reprefentative fhall, during the 
time for which he was elected, be appointed to 
any civil office under the authority of the United 
States, which fhall have been created, or the emo; 
luments whereof fhall have been encreafed dur- 
ing fuch time; and no perfon holding any office 
under. the United States fhall be a member of © 
either houfe during his continuance in office. 

Sect. 7th. All bills for raifing revenue fhall ori 
ginate in the houfe of reprefentatives; but the 
fenate may propofe or concur with amendments, 
as on any other bills. 

Every bill which fhall have pafled in the houfe 
of reprefentatives, and the fenate, fhall, before it 
becomes a law, be prefented to ‘the prefident of 
the United States; and if he approve, he hall 
fign. it, but if not he fhall return it, with his ob- 
jections, to. that houfe in which: it originated, — 
who fhall enter the objections at large on their 
journal, and proceed to reconfider it; If, after 
fuch re-confideration; two-thirds of that houfe 
fhall agree to pafs the bill, it fhall be fent, toge- 
ther with the objections, to the other houfe, by 
which it fhall alfo be re-confidered, and, if ap- 
proved by two-thirds of that houfe, it fhall be- 

come 
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éome a law. © But in all fuch cafes the votes of 
both houfes fhall be determined by yeas and:nays, 
and the names of the perfons voting for and againft 
the bill hall be entered on the journal of each 
houfe refpectively. If any bill fhall not be re- 
turned by the prefident within ten days, Sundays 
excepted, after it -fhall have been prefented to 
‘him, the fame fhall be a law, in like manner as if 
he had figned it, unlefs the congrefs, by their ad- 
journments, prevent its return, in which cafe it 
{hall not be a law. 
Every order, refolution, or yote, to which the 
concurrence of the fenate and houfe of reprefen- 
tatives, may be neceflary, except on a queftion of 
adjournment, fhall be offered to thé ptefident of 
the United States ; and before the fame fhall take 
effect, fhall be approved by him;:or, being difap- 
proved by him, fhall be repafied by two-thirds of 
the fenate and houfe of reprefentatives, accords 
ing to the rules and limitations prefcribed in the iM 
cafe of a bill. | | | 
Seé. 8th. The congrefs fhall have power to lay 
and collect taxes, duties, impofts, and excifes; to 
pay the debts, and provide for the common de- 
fence and the general welfare of the United States; 
but all duties, impofts, and excifes, fhali be uni- 
form throughout the United States ; 
S 2 To 
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To borrow money on the credit of the United 
States ; 

To regulate commerce with foreign nations, 
and among the feveral ftates, and with the Indian 
tribes : 

To eftablifh the uniform rule of naturalization, 
and uniform laws on the fubject of bankruptcies 
throughout the United States ; 

To coin money, regulate the value thereof, and 
of foreign coin, and fix the ftandard of weights 
and meafures ; 

To provide for the punifhment of counterfeit- 
ing the fecurities and current coin of the United 
States ; 

To eftablith poft offices and poit roads ; 

To promote the progrefs of {ciences and ufeful 
arts, by fecuring, for limited times, to authors 
and inventors, the exclufive right to their refpec- 
tive writings and difcoveries ; 

To conftitute tribunals inferior to the fupreme 
court 5 

Lo define and punith piracies and felonies com- 
mitted on the high feas, and offences committe 
again{t the laws of nations; e 

To declare war, grant letters of marque, and 
reprifal, and make rules concerning captures on 
land and water ; 


To 
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To raife and fupport armies; but no appro- 
priation of money for that ufe fhall be for a longer 
term than two years ; 

To provide and maintain a navy ; 

To make rules for the government and regula- 
tion of the land and naval forces ; 

To provide for the calling forth the militia to 

execute the laws of the union, fupprefs infurrec- 
tions, and repel invatfions ; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and difci- 
phining the militia ; and for governing fuch part of 
them as may, be employed in the fervice of the 
United States, referving to the ftates refpedtively 
the appointment of the officers, and the authority 
of training the militia according to the difcipline 
prefcribed by congrefs ; ; 

Te exercife exclufive legiffation in all. cafes 
whatfoever, over fuch diftrict, not exceeding ten 
mules {quare, as may by ceffion of particular ftates, 
and the acceptance of congrefs, become the feat 
of government of the United States; and to ex- 
ercife like authority over all places purchafed by 
the confent of the legiflature of the {tate in which 
the fame fhall be, for the erection of forts, ma- 
gazines, arfenals, dock-yards, and other needful 
buildings: and to make all laws which thall be 
neceilary to carry into execution the foregoing 
powers, and all other powers vefted by this con- 

S 3 | {titution 
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{titution in the government of the United States, 
or in any department thereof. 

Seé#. gth. The migration or importation of fuch 
perfons, as any of the ftates now exifting thall 
think proper to-admit, fhall not be prohibited 
by the congrefs prior to the year 1808; Buta 
tax or duty may be impofed on fuch importation, 
not exceeding ten dollars for each perfon. 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus ‘hall 


invafion, or when the public fafety may requireéit, 
No bill of attainder or ex pof? fatio law thall be 
pailed, i 

No capitation or other direct tax thall be laid, 
unlefs in proportion to the cenfus or enumeration | 
herein before directed to be taken. 

No tax or duty fhall be laid on articles ex- 
ported trom any ftate-——No preference thall be 
given by any regulation of commerce or revenue 
to the ports of one {tate over thofe of another; 
nor fhall veflels bound to or from one ftaté, be 
obliged to enter; clear, or pay duties im another, 

No money fhall be drawn from the treafury, 
but. in confequence of appropriations made by 
law ; and a regular ftatement and account of the 
receipts and expenditures of all public money 
fhall be publithed from time to time. 

No title of nobility fhall be granted by the 

United 
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United States; and no perfon holding any office 
of profit or truft under them fhall, without the 
confent of congrefs, accept of any prefent, emo- 
lument, office, or title, of any kind whatever, 
from any king, prince, or foreign ftate. 

Se&. 10th. No ftate fall enter into any treaty, 
alliance, or confederation ; grant letters of marque 
and reprifal ; com money; emit bills of credit ; 
make any thing but gold and filver coin a tender 
in payment of debts; pafs any bill of attainder, ex 
poft facto law, or law impairing the obligations of 
contracts, or grant any title of nobility. 

No ftate fhall, without the confent of: con- 
grefs, lay any impofts or duties on imports or 
exports, except what may be abfolutely neceflary 
for executing its infpection laws ; and ‘the net 
produce of all duties and impofts, laid by any 

tate on imports or exports, fhall be for the ufe uf / 
the treafury of the United States ; and all. fuch 

laws thall be fubje& to the revifion and controul 

of the congrefs.-No {tate fhall, without the con- 

fent of congrefs, lay duty on tonnage; keep troops, 

or fhips of war, in time of peace; enter ito any 
engagement or compact with: another ftate, or 

with a foreign power, or engage in war, unlefs 

actually invaded, or in fuch immunent danger as 

will not admit delay. 


54 ARTICLE 


_ 
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ARTICLE II. 


Sec?. 1ft. The executive power fhall be vefted 
in a prefident of the United States of America: 
he fhall hold his office during the term of four 
years, and, together with the vice-prefident cho: 
fen for the fameé term, be elected as follows. 

Hach ftate fhall appoint, in fuch manner as the 
legiflature thereof may direct, a number of elec 
tors, equal to the whole number of fenators and 
reprefentatives to which the fate may be intitled 
in the congrefs: but no fenator or reprefentative, 
er perfon holding an office of trutt or profit un- 
der the United States, thall be appointed ele¢tor, 

The electors: fhall meet in their refpective 
ftates, and vote by ballot two perfons, of whom 
ane at Icaft fhall not be an inhabitant of the fame 
{tate with, themfelves. And they fhall make a 
htt of all perfons voted for, and the number of 
votes for each ; which lift they fhall fign, certify, 
and tran{mit, fealed, to the feat of government 
of the United States, directed to the prefident of 
the Senate. The prefident of the fenate fhall, in 
the prefence of the fenate and houfe of reprefenta- 
tives, open all the certificates, and the votes fhall 
then be counted. 

The perfon havi ing the greate{t number of votes 
fhall be the prefident, if fuch a number bea ma- 

jority 
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jority of electors appointed ; and if there be more 
than one who have fuch majority, and have an 
equal number of votes, then the houfe of repre- 
fentatives fhall immediately choofe, by ballot, 
one of them for prefident ; and if no perfon have 
a majority then from the five higheft on the litt, 
the faid houfe fhall, im the like manner, choofe 
the prefident. But in choofing the prefident the 
votes fhall be taken by ftates, the reprefentations 
from each ftate having one vote; a quorum for 
this purpofe fhall confift of a member or mem- 
bers from two thirds of the ftates, and a majority 
of all the ftates fhall be neceflary to a choice, In 
every cafe, after the choice of the prefident, the 
perfon having the greateft number of votes of 
the electors fhall be the vice-prefident. But if 
there fhould remain two or more who have equa! 
votes, the fenate fhall choofe from them, by bal- 
lot, the vice-prefident. 

The congrefs may determine the time of choof- 
ing the electors, and the day on which they. fhall 
give their votes; which day fhall be the fame 
throughout the United States. 

No perfon except a natural-born citizen, or a 
citizen of the United States, at the time of the 
adoption of this conftitution, fhall be eligible to 
the office of prefident; neither fhall any perfon 
be eligible to that office who fhall not haye at-. 

tained 
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tained to the age of thirty-five years, ‘and been 
fourteen years a refident within the United States, 
In cafe of the removal of ‘the prefident from 


office, or of his death, refignation, or mahility 
to difcharge the powers and duties of the fail 


Beh o's: the fame fhall devolve on the vice-prefi- 
dent, and the congrefs may by law provide for 
the cafe of removal, death, refignation, or ina- 
bility, both of the prefident and vice-prefident, 
declaring what officer fhall then act as prefident, 
and fuch officer fhall act accordingly, until the 
dj 


ifability be removed, or a prefident fhall be 


The pre efident fhall, at {tated times, receive for 
his fervices, a compenfation, which {hall neither 
be increafed or dimimifhed duting that period for 
which he fhall have been elected, and he fhall not 
receive within that period any other emolument 
from the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enters on the execution of his office, 
he fhall take the following oath or affirmation: 

“TI do folemnly fwear, or affirm, that I will 
faithfully execute the office of prefident of the 
United States, and will, to the beft of my ability, 
preferve, protect, and defend the conftitution of 
the United States.” 

Seci?. 2d. The prefident fhall be commander in 
chief of the army and navy of the United States, 
and 
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and of the militia of the feveral ftates; when 
called into the actual fervice of the United States, 
he may require the opinion, in writing, of the 
principal officer in cach of the executive depart- 
ments, upon any fubject relating to the dutics 
of their refpective offices, and he fhall have 
power to grant reprieves and pardons for of- 
fences againft the United States, except in cafes 
of ‘impeachment. 

He fhall have power, by and with the advice 
and confent of the fenate, to make treaties, pro- 
vided two-thirds of the fenators prefent concur; 
and he fhall nominate, and by and with the ad- 
vice and confent of the fenate fhall appoint am- 
bafladors, other public minifters, and confuls, 
judges of the fupreme court, and all other officers 
of the United States, whofe appointments are | 
not herein otherwife provided for, and which ; 
fhall be eftablifhed by law. But the congrefs | 
may, by law, veft the appointment of fuch in- er : 
ferior officers, as they think proper, in the prefi- 
dent alone, in the courts of law, or in the heads 
of the departments. 

The prefident fhall have power to fill'up ail 
vacancies that may happen during the rece{s of 
the fenate, by granting commiffions which fhall 
expire at the end of their next feffion. 

Sech. 3d. He fhall, from time to time, give te 

the 
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the congrefs information of the {tate of the Union, 
and recommend to their confideration fuch mea- 
fures as he fhall judge prceHany and expedient; 
he may, on extraordinary occafions, convene both 
houfes, or either of them, and in cafe of dif 
agreement between them, with refpe& to the 
time of adjournment, he may adjourn them to 
{uch time as he fhall think proper; he thall re. 
ceive ambafladors, and other public munifters ; 
he fhall take care that. the laws be faithfully exe- 
cuted, and {hall commiffion all the officers of the 
United States. 

Sect. 4th. The prefident, yice-prefident,; and 
all civil officers of the taal States, fhall be 
removed from office on impeachment for, and 
conviction of treafon, bribery, or other high 

crimes. and mifdemeanots. 


ARTICLE III. 

ect. 1K. The judicial power. of. the United 
States fhall be vefted in one {upreme court, and 
in fuch inferior courtsas the congrefs may, from 
time to time, ordain and eftablith. The judges, 
both of the fupreme and be ae courts, ‘hall 
hold their offices during good. behaviour, and 
fhall, at ftated times, receive for their fervices, 
a compenfation, which {hall not be diminithed 
during their continuance in office. 


Sect. 


, 
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Seé#, 2d. The judicial power fhall extend to all 
cafes in law and equity, arifing under this confti- 
tution, the laws of the United States and treaties 
miade,.or which fhall be made, under their autho- 
rity; to all cafes affecting ambafladors, other 
public minifters and confuls; to all cafes of ad- 
miralty and maritime jurifdiction ; to difputes to 
which the United States fhall be a party ; to dif 
putes between two or more ftates; between a 
{tate and citizens of another ftate: between citi- 
zens of the fame ftate claiming lands under 
grants of different {tates ; and between a ftate or 
the citizens thereof and foreign ftates, citizens or 
fubjects. | 7 

In all cafes affecting ambaffadors, other public 
minifters, and confuls, and thofe in which a fate 
{hall be party, the {upreme court fhall have orj- 
ginal jurifdiction.. In all the other cafes before 
mentioned the fupreme court fhall have appellate 
jurifdiction, both as to law and fact, with fuch 
exceptions, and under fuch regulations as the con- 
gre{s fhall make. 

The trials of all crimes, except in cafes of ime 
peachment, fhall be by jury ; and fuch trials fhall 
be held in the ftate where the faid crimes thal] 
have been committed; but when not committed 
within any of the United States, the trials fhall 

be 
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be at fuch place or places as the congrefs may 


by law have directed. 
Seé. 3d. Treafon againft the United States: 
fhall confift aly in levying war againtt them, or 
in adhering to their enemies, giving them aid and 
comfort. Noperfon fhall be convicted of treafon, 
unlefs on the teftimony of two witneffes to the 
fame overt ac, or on confeffion mn open court. 
The congrefs fhall have power to declare: the 
punifhment of treafon, but no attainder of trea- 
fon thal! work corruption of blood, or forfeiture, 
except during the life of the perfon attainted. 


ArticxLe IV. . 


Se. 1%. Tull faith and credit fhall be given 
in each ftate -o the public acts, records, and ju 
dicial proceedings of every other ftate. And the © 
congre{s may by general laws prefcribe the mam- 
ner in which fuch ads, records, and proceedings 
fhall be proved, and the effect thereof. 

Seé. 2d. The citizens of each ftate fhall be 
entitled to all privileges and immunities of citi=. 
zens in each of the feveral ftates. 

A perfon charged in any ftate with treafon, 
felony, or other crime, who fhall flee from jul- 
tice, and be found in another ftate, fhall, on de 


mand of the executive authority of the ftate from 
ore which 
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which he has fled, be delivered up, to be removed 
‘to the ftate having jurifdiction of the crime. 

No perfon held to fervice or labour in one 
{tate, under the laws thereof, efcaping into an- 
other, fhall, in confequence of any law or regu- 
lation therein, be difcharged from fuch fervice or 
labour, but fhall be delivered up on claim of the 
party to whom fuch fervice or labour may be 
due. 

- Sec#. 3d. New ftates may be admitted by the 
congrefs into this Union, but no new ftate fhall 
be formed or erected within the jurifdiction of 
any other ftate; nor any ftate be formed by the 
junction of two or more ftates, or-parts of ftates, 
without the confent of the legiflatures of the 
{tates concerned, as well as of the congrefs. 

The congrefs fhall have power to difpofe of 
and make all needful rules and regulations re- 


“ 


fpecting the territory, or other property belongin 
to the United States; and nothing in this con- iil: 
{titution fhall be fo conftrued as to prejudice any | 
claims of the United States, or of any particular 
{tate. 
Sec?. 4th. The United States fhall guarantee 
to every ftate in this union a republican form of 
government, and. fhall: protect each of them 
apainft inyafion; and on application of the le- 
giflature, 


r 
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giflature, ot of the executive power, whefi thé 
legiflature cannot be convened, againft domettic 
violence. 

ARTICLE V. 


The congrefs, whenever two-thirds of both 
houfes fhall deem it neceffary, thall propofe 
amendments to this conftitution, or, on the ap- 
plication of the legiflatures of two-thirds of the 
feveral ftates, fhall call a convention for propofing 
amendments, which in either cafe fhall be valid 
to all intents and purpofes, as part of this contti- 
tution, when ratified by the legiflatures of three- 
fourths of the feveral ftates, or by conventions of 
three-fourths thereof, as the one or the other 
mode of ratification may be propofed by the con- 
grefs: provided, that no amendment which may 
be made prior to the year 1808, fhall in any 
manner affect the firft and fourth claufes in the 
ninth fection of the firft article; and that no 
{tate, without its confent, fhall be deprived of its 
equal fuffrage in the fenate. 


Articue VI. 

All debts contra@ed, and engagements enteted 
into, before the adoption of this conftitution, {hall 
be as valid againft the United States under this 
conftitution, as under the confederation. 


This 
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This conftitution, and the laws of the United 
States, which fhall be made inpurfuance thereof ; 
and all treaties made, or which fhall be made, 
under the authority of the United States, fhall be 
the fupreme law of the land; and the judges in 
every ftate fhall be bound thereby, any thing in 
the conftitution or Jaws of any ftate to the con- 
trary notwithftanding. 

The fenators. and reprefentatives before men- 
tioned, and the members of the feveral ftate le- 
giflatures, and all executive and judicial officers, 
both of the United States and of the feveral ftates, 
fhall be bound by oath or affirmation to fupport 
this conftitution; but no religious teft fhall ever 
be required as a qualification to any office or 
public truft under the United States. 


Articre VII. 


The ratification of the convention of nine 
{tates thall be fufficient for the eftablifhment of 
this conftitution, between the ftates fo ratifying - 
the fame. 

Done. in the-convention, by the unanimous 
conient of the ftates prefent, the 17th day of 
September, in the year:of our Lord 1787, and of 
the independence of the United States of America 
the.twelfth. In-witnefs whereof, we have here- 
unto fubfcribed-our names. 


Vor. IV. ih GEORGE 





TRAVELS THROUGH 


Grorce WasHINGTON; prefidert, and depity 


Deputies of 
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Conneéticut. 


New York. 
New Jer/ep. 


Pennfylvania. 


Delaware. 


Maryland. 


of Virginia. 


John Langdon. 
Nicol iaS Gil imMman. 


Nathaniel Gorham. 


William Samuel Johnfon. 
Roger Sherman. | | 
Bane to Hamilton. 
William Livingfton. 
David Brearly. 
William Paterfon. 
Jonathan Dayton. 
Benjamin Franklin. 
‘Thomas Miflin. 
Robert Morris. 

George Elymer. 
‘Thomas Fitz-Simons. 
Jared Ingerfoll. 

James Wilfon. 
Governor Morris. 
George Reed. 
Gunning Bedford, jun. 
Richard Baflet. 

Jacob Brown 

James Mac-Henry. 
Daniel St. Thomas Jonifer. 


Daniel Caroll. 
Virginia. 
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Deputié¢s of 


V IKginia. 


North Carolina. 


South Carolina, 


Georgia. 


we) 
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John Blair. 

James Maddifon, jun. 
William Blount. 

Richard Dobbpaight, 
Hugh Williamfon. 

John Rutledge. | 
Cha. Cotefworth Pinckney. 
Charles Pinckney. 

Peter Buttler. 

William Feer. 


Abraham Baldwin. 


Attefted WiuiLbLiamM JACKSON, Secretary. 


STATE OF PARTIES AT THE TIME OF PROPOS- 


ING THE NEW CONSTITUTION TO THE CON- 


VENTION AT PHILADELPHIA.——-DEBATES IN 


THE CONVENTION. 


The ‘conftitution did not pafs without warm 
debates; but as the {truggle was occafioned as 


much by the views and paffions of the ditterent 


patties that agitated America,.as by. the advan- 
tages or defects of the conftitution itfelf, I think 
it-right,-before I {peak of thefe debates, to fay a 
word of the {tate of parties at that period. 
Although there was.a perfect accord among 
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the friends of the revolution during the war, 
many of the Americans, and efpecially of the 
snhabitants of the towns, were not of that num- 
ber. Many who oppofed the ftamp-att, expreffed 
lefs repugnance to the tea-act. There were many 
even of thofe who concurred in the oppofition to 
that laft aét, who wholly difapproved of the mea- 
fures of defence for which America prepared on 
the arrival of the troops from Englaud. Finally, 
there were opponents, both in and out of con- 
gre{s, to the declaration of independence, that 
ereat and decifive meafure, which alone formed 
the fafety of the United States, by placing them 
in the neceffity of conquering, or giving up every 
thing, for which. they contended... Many of the 
opponents of independence threw. themafelves, one 
after another, into the arms.of the Tories, who, 
under the influence of England, were exerting 
all their powers to. defeat the revolution. Others, 
although they could not oppofe the will of ‘the 
majority of the country, gave it a very lukewarm 
fupport ; and thefé latter, who called themfelves 
the moderate party, were viewed with equal dif- 
fatisfaction and miftruft by each of the other two. 

When the revolution was effeéted, its parti- 
fans, without difficulty, were reconciled to the 


moderate party, whom the fuccefs of the revolu- 
tion 
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tion had already brought over to them; and the 
Tories were for fome years the. only objects: ot 
the hatred of the reconciled parties. 

Succefs begets clemency 1n a nation, as well as 
among individuals, and confequently a difdain 
of the oppofition of their enemies, which indeed 
isa fecond and not a mean triumph to the con- 
guerors. The Tories were in time viewed with 
lefs diflike. In fome iaftances their confifcate 
eftates were reftored.to them; m others, they 
were) permitted to enter on their eftates, on repay- 
ing the purchafc-moncy, to the prefent pofleflors, 
which im general was fmall: thofe who were 
banifhed were fuffered to return to: their country, 
and all thefe took the oath to maintain. inde- 
pendence; and thenceforth the diffentions of the | 
revolution feemed to be for ever healed. | 

The converfion, however, of many of. thefe, 
was far from being fincere; and, if among the 
converts fome have fteadily maintained the in- 
dependence of the United States, they certainly 
were not the majority. 

Peace was. no. fooner concluded, than the 
United States fell into the greateft ditrefs, The 
debts due from the merchants to England, the 
payment of which had been prohibited by the 


congrefs durmg the war, were now impatiently 
demanded. The. American merchants were al- 
T 3 { 
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moft univerfally fued, and the remnant of ther 
effects feized, by the agents of Englith houfes, 
To relieve their diftrefs, they proceeded againtt 
the retailers, who had been inate to pay them 
during the war, and who, at this time, had as 
little power of fatisf ee their demands. The 
part of tl rchants were ruined; and, 

nelled to t dines their commercial 


Colmpe 1iGU 


concerns, they gave place to new adventurers, 
who -were ‘chiefly Englifh, and moft of them 
agents of the Englifh creditors. So widely did 
this ruin extend, that at this day there are not 
among the American merchants one in fifty who 
was engaged in commerce, even fo lately as the 
year 1783. . 

Vhe feveral ftates had themfelves contra@ed 
debts for the war. Some of thefe;, willing to fund 
their debts, impofed taxes for the purpofe, which 
were fo far beyond the means of the inhabitants 
that they could not be levied without extreme 
rigour: merchandifé, cattle,—in fine, all kinds 
ot ettects, were almoft univerfally: feized, while 
very {mall and ineffeQual levies were obtained. 
The extremities to which government proceeded | 
in thefe cafes, occationed general  difcontents, 
and were the caufe of infurreGions in Maflachu- 
fetts, New Hampfhite, and Rhode-Hland. 

The paper money, both of the Union and the 

feveral 
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feveral ftates, was depreciated to the loweft point, 
and inundated America. The embaraflments of 
commerce, and in’ fome cafes its utter ruin, the 
natural confequence of this ftate of things; the 
inability of the laws to enforce the taxes of ‘the 
different ftates, and even thofe of the congrefs; 
a fpirit of jealoufy and rivalry among the feveral 
tates; the incoherency of their feveral commer- 
cial regulations, and its deplorable confequences ; 
the inadequacy of the congrefs to: produce una- 
nimity, or to apply: any remedyto thefe com- 
plicated evils—produced fomething little fhort of 
anarchy in the United States. The partifans of 
the mother country, and that country itfelf,- now 
made themfelves certain that this new born nation 
could not exift without England, and would foon 
be compelled to return to its former condition. 

The difcontent was univerfal. The friends of 
freedom were alarmed.» ‘They -faw at once; that 
the drawing clofer the ties of the Union, and the 
extenfion of the powers of the federal govern= 
ment, were the only things that could preferve 
the independence of the United States. 

Such were the dangers which gave riie to the 
convention of Annapolis. No more than five 
{tates fent-delegates to this aflembly; and thefe 
had powersonly to frame a general fyftem»for the 
commerce of the Union; which,» by- advancing 

T4 | the 





280 TRAVELS THROUGH 


the interefts of the whole, fhould maintain a good 
underftanding among the feveral’ tates. The 
delegates, perceiving how far they fell thort of a 
general reprefentation of the Union, and the jn- 
adequacy of their own powers to effe@ any im- 
portant change, diflolved the convention, after 
drawing up an addrefs to all the ftates, in which 
they urged the necefiity of each of them fending 
deputies to a new convention, with full powers 
to deliberate on the general fituation of the Union, 
and to devife means to add folidity and force to 
the prefent conftitution, indifpenfable as that was 
to the reftoration of their affairs. They cons 
cluded, by propofing the aflembling: of that con- 
vention in the following May; and they dif 
patched copies of the addrefS to’ the congrefs, 
and the executive branches of the feveral fhates, 
The invitation of the delegates of Annapolis 
was accepted by every one of the ftates, but that 
of Rhode-Ifland ; and was the parent of that great 
and memorable convention held at Philadelphia 
in 1787, whence {prang the prefent conftitution 
of the United States. a 
But the defiens of the different ftates, in de- 
puting members to the convention, and the opi 
nions of the delegates themfelves, were far from 


being of one kind. Even the feveral friends of 
liberty were hot unanimous in their plans, Few 
of 
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of the ftates gave their deputies power to delibe- 
rate on a new conftitution; they were all will- 
ing to give efficacy to the conttitution in exift- 
ence, and to make a code of regulations for the 
general commerce ; but few wifhed to advance 
further. The enlightened men of the time faw, 
that a confederation haftily made, in the moment 
of a revolution, and in the midit of the imminent 
dangers and imperious wants of the war, was not 
fuch a form of government as was necefiary for 
the durable profperity of the Union. Each of 
them ftrongly felt the neceflity of a new confti- 
tution, but were far from being agreed as to the 
parts of which it was to be compofed. 

It was to be expected, that the Englifh con- 
ftitution would find partifans among the members 
of ftates that were fo lately Englith colomies ; that 
conftitution was familiar to them; they had long 
been conducted by its principles; it was the moft 
free form of government at that time known, and 
had been juftly ranked above all others ; the vices 
of the Englith government were independent of 
its conftitution ; and the abufes which had crept 
into the conftitution might with facility be fepa- 
rated, in its adoption, from its better principles— 
every trial of.a new fyitem was dangerous to a 
country; the advantages of the Englifh conftitu- 
tion were proved by experience ; England had 

reached 
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reached the highetft degree of profperity under its 
aufpices—fuch reafonings as thefe were fufficis 
ently powerful to account for the conduct of thofe 
who propofed to adopt the Englith conttitution 
in the United States, or to frame one approaching 
it as near as poffible, without feeking to difgrace 
them with motives of perfonal intereft and ambi- 
tion. On the other rae that fchemé could not 
fail to find many opponents, precitely becaufe it 
was of Englifh extraction. A people who had 
recently bent their whole force to throw off their 
dependence on the crown of England, : could 
{carcely be fuppofed to look for the-fecurity of 
their liberty, and the continuance of their inde: 
pendence, in a conftitution from which they had 
derived'fo many misfortunes. That conftitution, 
in whatever manner it might be modified, ap- 
peared to them to affe& the: equality of zanks 
exifting among all the inhabitants of theftate, to 

which were {trongly attached that immenfenum- 
ber that had nothing to expect fronmy the deftrue- 
tion of equality. - The public fentiments were at 
that time almoft-univerfally republican’; and the 
Englith conftitution would plant {eeds“of arifto- 
cracy, that’ it was feared would: grow up to the 
extirpation of thofe of liberty.” ‘The Englifhcone 

{titution might be fuitable toa people grown old, 
powerful, and wealthy, and be very unfit fora 


people 
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people in’a ftate of infant weaknefs. In a word, 
the fervilityof imitating the Englith conftitution, 
feemed to be a ftep towards the old fubjugation 
to England ; and the difpofition of the United 
States was greatly averfe to fuch a difgrace. Thefe 
reafonings raifed opponents to the adoption of the 
Englifh conftitution, even among thofe who ac- 
knowledged the neceflity of a change; and this, 
properly {peaking, is the era of the origin of par- 
ties in the United States. 
; Such were the difpofitions of the two parties, 
when the twelve delegates’ arrived at Philadel- 
phia—Rhode-Ifland not having fent any to the 
convention. That affembly foon {plit into two 
parties—one defirous of eftablifhing a form of go- 
vernment as monarchical as poffible; in a word, 
on a bafis very different from that of the confede- 
ration ;—the other determined to-take the con- 
federation for their ground-work, clearing it from 
the vices pointed out by experience, and {trength- 
ening it on the fide of its power ; neverthelefs, 
in a manner confiftent with the rights of the dif- 
ferent tates, and’ on principles perfe@ly republi- 
can. | 
it is afferted, that fome ‘of the leaders of the 
firft party had formed the proje&t of a mionarchy, 
on the exact plan of that of England, on the 
throne of which’ was to be placed the Bifhop of 
Ofnaburg, 
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Ofnaburg, now Duke of Y ork; and that on thefe 
terms the Englith government had promifed the 
cefion of Canada to the United States, and the 
gift of i everal veflels of the line and fmgates, Ac. 
g to this plan.a perpetual offenfive and de. 


cordin: 
fenfive treaty was to be made with England, 
There is no appearance, however, that fucha 
project, was eyer entertained, Letters, in which 
it was fketched out, were indeed. circulated 
through different parts of the United States pre- 
vious to the meeting of the convention; feve- 
ral setae whofe veracity I cannot difpute, have 
aflured me that they have feen fuch letters; but 
in truth they might be circulated by the artifice 
of the republican party, to prejudice the people, ~ 
by prefenting this extreme to their confideration, | 
againft any attempt of their opponents to deftroy 
the ground-work of the federal government. 

Whatever were the cafe, early in the fittings 
of the convention a plan was prefented, which 
propofed the eftablifhment of a prefident for life, 
and fenators for life, and expreffed a defire to 
make both one and the other of thefe functions 
hereditary, and to fubject the laws of the tt 
{pective tates to the revifion of the general go- 
vernment. But this plan met with no fupport; 
and a committee was appointed, who laid the 

bafis on which the prefent conftitution ftands. 
: The 
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The republican principle prevailed among the 
greater number of the deputies, and was even 
prevalent throughout the whole ftates; but the 
delegates of the more powerful ftates were defir- 
ous of giving thofe {tates more influence in the 
government they were framing than to the 
weaker; anda party more enlightened and more 
juft in their views, were equally determined to 
preferve the equality which all the ftates had in 
the original confederation. ‘The former of thefe 
two parties, in moft difputes, ranged themfelves 
on the fide of the committee that framed the 
conftitution, from whom they hoped to gain bet- 
ter terms than from the purely republican party. 
The inequality in the general reprefentation, 
founded on the bafis of the population of the 
ftates,; was one of the advantages they gained by 
their policy; but it was not even without long 
and violent debates.—Another was, the right 
given to. Virginia, and the fouthern. ftates, to 
reckon in the population which formed the ratio 
of delegates of each ftate, three-fifths of the flaves 
+-a conceflion that exhibited a deplorable depar- 
ture from the principles of a free people; it was 
a conceffion that gave to fome ftates a degree of 
power and influence over the others, im propor- 
tion as the former violated,-by the maintenanee 


of flavery in their own ftates, the very primciples 
of 
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of the Union: it was a conceffion which encoy- 
raged and encreafed the growth of flavery, by the 
natural operation of the so eciae interefts of the 
{tates where that injuftice ftill-exifts; and in q ° 
word, a conceffion which was wholly abfurd, be- 
caufe it gives the privileges of freemen, in the 
election of the general. government, to _perfons 
who-are regarded by the laws of the ftatein 
which they refide as part of the ftock of the land, 
and are {old with other {tock by its proprietors, 

The delegates of the great {tates did not, how- 
ever, obtain all they demanded. The powers of 
the feveral ftates were not reftri€ted in’ the de- 
gree they defired ; the title of xational confiitution, 
which they propofed to be given to the:new frame 
of government, was rejected, and that of federal 
conftitution adopted ; the inequality of the repre- 
fentation in the houfe of reprefentatives was not 
gained by them, till they had agreed to the equa- 
lity of reprefentation in the fenate.—The accom- 
modation in this article between the two parties 
was eftccted by Benjamin Franklin. 

The deputies of the great {tates propofed, that 
the houfe of reprefentatives fhould be chofen for 
three years; and that of the {énate for feven; and 
by the conftitution the former was reftricted to 
two-years;;and the latter to fix. They propofed 
that the prefident> fhould be ele@ted by the con- 

grels, 
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erefs, and that the term of his continuing in , 
office fhould be feven years; the conttitution 
gave the power of chufing the prefident to the 
electors of the feveral ftates, and reftricted the 
term of his remaining in office to four years. 

Many, however, of the deputies of the pow- 
erful {tates, when the particular interefts of their 
conf{tituents were no longer concerned, voted 
with the party purely republican, which indeed 
was confiftent with their general principles. 

In this convention the votes were given by 
ftates; and when the delegates of a ftate differed 
in opinion, the majority: was reckoned the vote 
of the ftate. 

Some members of the republican party, which 
was then.called the federalifts, difenfted with 
their want of fuccefs, and convinced that their 
oppotition would not prevent the preponderance 
of the adverfe party ; believing alfo that the con- 
fiitution would not. receive the fanétion of the 
fiates, when it fhould be prefented for their ‘ac- 
ceptance, withdrew from the convention—many 
even a fhort time after the commencement of its 
fittings. It is affirmed, that feveral- new articles 
were introduced into the.conftitution during the 
la{t twelve days of the fitting of the convention, 
when almoft the whole of the republican party, 
thinking it finifhed, had retired; and that even 

other 
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. other articles, which had already pafied, were a 
the fame time modified. ‘The obicurity of fome 
of the articles has given rife to an opinion, that 
the intention of th 1eir authors was to acquire the 
power by this means of giving their own direc - 
tion to the conftitution, without an open efta- 
blifhment of their principles. It is to be noticed, 
that the fiftings of the convention were never 
public’; and to keep its debates fecret, in one of 
its firft fittings, a refolution paffed, that no meme 
ber fhould hold any correfpondence with perfons : 
out of doors, on the objects of their difcuffion, — 
nor fhould take notes of the debates, nor’ copies 
of their refolutions. This precaution was attr 
buted to the fear of the ruling party, that its 
views would be oppofed by the majority of the 
ftates. | 

To this day the journals of the convention 
have’ not been publifhed ; and it is’ only to’ the 
Rotes of fome of its members, in defpite of 1s 
refolutions, that we are indebted for the account 
we have of the’ debates of that.affembly.- — 

I cannot finifh this article without’ gratifying 
myfelf with the pleafare of giving my reader the 
truly difinterefted and patriotic fpeech of Ben- 
jamin Franklin, in the debates on ‘the queftion 
of the adoption of this conftitution by the con 

vention, 
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“I am very ready to acknowledge that Ido 
not, at thismoment, entirely approve of the:con- 
{titution now oftered-to-us; but I am’ not the 
lefs ready to own that I do not feel myfelf fure of 
my continuing in my prefent fentiments. Inthe 
long career I have already run, I. have more than 
once been compelled, by fubfequent’ refle@ion, 
to abandon opinions I. had openly maintained, 
and which I thought well founded from-the deep 
confideration I had given them. As I grow older, 
lam more and more difpofed to queftion my 
own judgment, and to pay refpe@ to that of 
others. There are fome men,.as well-as fome 
religious fects, who imagine, that reafon’ is .en- 
tirely on their fide, and that their opponents 
plunge deeper into error, in proportion as they 
depart from their opinions. Struck with thefe 
examples, which are but too common, I accept 
of this conftitution, with all its faults, even fup- 
pofing I am not miftaken in my opinion of vits 
faults; for I am perfuaded that a general goven- 
ment is neceflary to.our fafety, and that no form 
of government that is well adminiftered is inca- 
pable of producing the happinefs of the people ; 
and I think there is reafon to believe that ‘this 
con{titution will be well adminiftered for a num- 
ber-of years, and that it will. not end, .as too 

Vor. IV. U many 
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many other governments have done, in defpo- 
tifm, unlefs the American people fhall reach that 


degree of corruption in which at once, imeapa- 


ble! of being directed by a free conftitution, and 
unworthy of its bleffings, defpotif{m becomes ne- 
-ceflary to their exiftence. I therefore give my 
vote for this conftitution, both becaufe in the 


prefent circumftances of this nation I cannot 


hope to fee one more perfect, and becaufe I am 
not fure this is not as perfect as any it can haye, 
I make a facrifice of the opintons I have ex- 
prefled of its defeéts to the public happinets. | 
have never uttered my objections out of this 
houfe ; here they had their birth, and here I with 
them for ever to be buried. If every one of us 


who have oppofed the conftitution, when we re- 


turn to our conftituents, were to unfold the mo- 
tives of our oppofition, and endeavour to gain 
partizans to our fide, perhaps we might prevent 
the unanimous adoption of the conftitution; but 
by this: we fhould only lofe the advantage which 
the appearance of unanimity will give us with 
foreign nations, and indeed with our own people. 
-The general good opinion of a nation, refpet 
ing its government, is as neceffary as the wifdom 
and integrity of its adminiftration to the happt 
nefs of its people. I truft, therefore, both for 
our own fafety, as members of the community, 

and 
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and for the fake of our pofterity, that we fhall 
he of one rhind in recommending this conftitu- 
tion whereyer our.influence’ reaches, and- that 
afterwards our whole thoughts. will be bent to 
its happy adminiftration.. I.cannot forbear’ to 
form the with that fuch of us -as- ftill-entertain 
objections to this conftitution will follow my! ex- 
ample, and .doubt.a little; of their infallibility, 
and fign this conf{titutional act; that no queftion 
may be left of our unanimity.” 


Franklin had not only fofteréd principles. the 
moft putely democratic, but had always openly 
declared. for.them.. A fingle houfe of legifla- 
ture,,and the executive part of the government 
extremely limited in its power with frequent 
elections. of the perfons exercifing its functions, 
formed, in his opinion, the only defirable’ confti- 
tution... The facrifice he made of the opinion of 
his whole life on the altar.of his country, on this 
great occafion, certainly deferves our moft _pro= 
found admiration; and his.example is an inefti- 
mable leflon to the prefent times. Who will 
flatter himfelf that there is no -miftake-in the 
moft rooted of his opinions?) Who will not hefi- 
tate to conclude, that even the experience. of paft 
ages is infallible to prove the:fitnefs of any of the 
old forms of government for the prefent age ¢ 
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Will not the prefent times, in like manner, be- 
long to the experience of pofterity? And the 
immenfe changes that have been wrought in ‘{o- 
ciety by the acknowledged vices of governments, 
a change in manners, the deteétion of long’ pre- 
vailing errors, the recent difcovery of a variety of 
truths, and the extenfion of knowledge 1n almott 
all its directions, do thefe make the prefent time 
fo perfectly fimilar to the paft, that a reafonable 
man cannot hefitate to fay, that every propofition 
relative to forms of government that was once 
true, continues ftill to be fo? Is it not fafer to 
fay with Franklin, that there is no conftitutions 
which, adminiftered by the. government and 
obeyed by the people with mutual attachment 
to the public welfare, is not capable of fecuring 
to the people the only true object of vovernment? 
And is it not true, that attachment to the publie 
welfare is at once the duty of every citizen, and 
his own individual intereft?-Oh my country! 
may you learn this indubitable truth, im which 
alone will you find your fafety and happinefs! 


DEBATES IN THE CONVENTIONS OF THE SEVERAL 
STATES, ON THE QUESTION OF THE ADOPTION OF 
THE CONSTITUTION. 


The reference of the conftitution to the feveral 
{tdtes, for their adoption or rejection, occafioned 
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{till greater debates than thofe of the convention 
at Philadelphia. The feveral ftates formed the 
tribunal of appeal on that grea: queftion. A 
majority of nine ftates were to decide it irrevoc- 
ably. Each of the parties now directed all their 
efforts to this point. Pamphlets poured from the 
preis; the papers were filled with difcuffion ; 
«‘ Public liberty is in danger if the conftitution Is 
accepted’’—fuch was the language of the oppo- 
fition papers; while the papers on the other fide 
declared, that <‘ the independence of the United 
States could be fecured only by its acceptance.” 
The two opinions were refpectively fupported not 
only by argument, but alfo by the exaggeration, 
and other artifices of party. 

The greater number of the ftates went into an 
analyfis of the conftitution, in its proyifions, its 
detail, and its confequences; but none of them 
in the fame degree as Pennfylvana, New York, 
Matlachufetts, and Virginia. The arguments of 
the oppofition in the feveral ftates were much 
the fame. The following were their principal 
objections : 

lft. That the convention was affembled only 
to revife and correét the articles of the original 
confederation, and not to frame a new conttitu- 
tion. | 

2d. That the convention, had it been autho- 
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rized to frame a new conftitution, had exceeded 
i 

its powers, in declaring that the acceptance of the 

confiitution by nine of the {tates fhould make it 


law, and that the acceptation was to be without. 


amendment—that this declaration was, on. the 





one hand, contrary to the rights of the people, 
who alone were to judge of the form of the con- 
{titution under which they were to live ; and, on 
the other, tothe rights of the feveral ftates, who, 
being independent of each other, could not be 
united in a political body by any deliberations 

but their own. 
3d. That the conititution ought to have been 
preceded by a declaration of rights ; the people 
of the feveral ftates being, as the’ conftitution 
ftood, no longer fecure of their own particular 
conftitutions; inafmuch as the laws of congrefs 
would in future bind all the fubjects of the 
union, and centroul the laws of the feveral legif- 
latures. | 
4th. That the people of the union were not 
to: bé adequately reprefented in the congrefs ; 
becaufe the conftitution, while it declared that 
the number of reprefentatives fhould not exceed 
one for every thirty thoufand of the inhabitants, 
provided that, till the number of the inhabitants 
in the union fhould be afcertained, the reprefen- 
tatives in congrefs fhould not exceed fixty-feven— 
whence 
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whence it) was to be feared, that the congrefs 
‘tfelf would not hereafter permit the number of 
‘ts members to be ‘nereafed, according to the 
neceflity of the occafion ; and that, confequently, 
queftions of the higheft importance might be de- 
cided by erghteen voices, as thirty-four members 
prefent were declared to be fufficient to pafs any 
law. 
sth. That the houfe of reprefentatives, being 
the only one in which the people were repre- 
fented, ought to have the exclufive difpofal of 
the public purfe ; and that the power given to 
the fenate of making amendments in money 
bills, was contrary to the interefts and fafety of 
the people—and alfo that other power, of fixing 
the falaries of officers, which were to be nomi- 
nated by them, in conjunction with the prefi- 
dent. i 
6th. That no executive council being given to 
the prefident, as had been propofed, to confit of 
two members from the northern, two from the 
fouthern, and two from the midland ftates, the 
confequence would be, to affociate the fenate to 
the exccutive power in many of its functions; 
and thus the feparation of powers acknowledged 
to be an effential condition to every good govern- 
raent, was departed f-orm—that the fenate, be- 
coming neceffarily connected with the prefident, 
U4 by 
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by its cond¢urrent nomination to places, would 
be the more teady to join in improper appoint- 
ments, becaufe its. members, being eligible fo, 
any appointment, their complacerice to the pre- 
fident might be the price of their own advance. 
ment, and the public liberty thereby endangered 
+that the interefts of the United States was even 
more affected by the power given to the prefi- 
dent,’ to make treaties with the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the fenate, and without the inter. 
vention of the houfe of reprefentatives. 

7th. That the jurifdition given to the federal 
courts would be: vexatious to the individuals of 
the feveral ftates, who would be inceffantly taken 
from their homes to appear to fuits inftituted in 
thofe courts, of which the tribunals of the feye- 
ral ftates were the natural judges—that thofe jue 
rifdiGions would draw to themfelves all the af- 
fairs of the tribunals of the feveral ftates—that 
the want of precifion in the judgments of the 
federal tribunals, would be a fertile fource of 
new fuits, and afford new opportunities of enlarg- 
ing their jurifdiction—and, finally, that the power 
given to thefe tribunals to pronounce judgment 
according fo the /pirit as wel] as the letter of the 
conftitution, fubmitted the conftitution. itfelf to 
their difcretion, by authorifing them to explain 
it according to their own caprice 


sth, 


| 


a 


THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 207 


Sth. That the prerogative given to the prefi- 
dent to pardon criminals fentenced for high trea- 
fon, endangered the public liberty, by enabling 
him. to {creen thofe whom he himfelf had em- 
ployed to confpire againft it. 

gth. That. the power given the congrefs to 
name the times and places in which eletions for 
its members were to be held in the different ftates, 
at once attacked the fovereignty of the f{everal 
{tates, and expofed the electors to journies that 
might draw them to a greater diftance from 
home, and for a longer time, than was abfolutely 
neceflary to the difcharge of the duty of choofing 
members of the legiflature. 

loth, That the power given to the congref{s 
to impofe all kinds of taxes, to apportion them 
among individuals, and to caufe them to be le- 
vied, was vexatious—that it might take from the 
feveral ftates the refources neceflary to their par- 
ticular expences—and that, increafing the expence 
of the collection, it augmented the contribution 
of individuals without advantage to the ftate; an 
inconvenience that would eafily be avoided, if the 
congrefs, fatisfied with naming the fum to be 
raifed by each ftate, fhould leave to its legiflature 
the care of its collection, referving only the 
power of levying the taxes on a refufal of any 

) {tate 
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{tate to pay them, or in the cafe of negligence in 


collecting them. 
1ith. That a fimple majority of voices in the 


congrefs being fafficient for all laws relative to 
navigation staal commerce, the fouthern {ftates, 
having a furplus of produce of a valuable nature, 
but being without fhipping for its exportation, 
would be fubject to the monopoly of the northern 
ftates, who had not an equal quantity of furplus 
of produce, and abounded in fhipping ; an evil 
that would be remedied, by requiring a majonity 

of two-thirds of voices for laws of that nature. 
(it will be readily enough underftood, that this 
objection was made only by the fouthern ftates.) 
12th. That the trial of zmpeachments being | 
committed folely to the fenate, connected in in- 
tereft with the executive power by the conftitu- 
tion itfelf, would neither fecure the acquittal of 
the innocent, nor the condemnation of the guilty. 
13th. That the prerogative g siven the prefident 
to confer appointments in his power on members 
of the two houfes of legiflature, was a means of 

corruption, and an enemy to freedom of debate. 
14th. That the function of prefident being ca- 
pable of being indefinitely continued in the fame 
hands, might give an ambitious and politic man 
an influence dangerous to the congrefs, to indivis 
duals, 
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duals, and even the conftitution itfelf, which 
through that defect might ceafe to become re- 
publican. 

15th. That the public liberty was endangered 
by the power given to congrefs to maintain a 
ftanding army in times of peace. 

16th. That the public liberty was endangered 
alfo, and the rights of individuals infringed, by 
the want of juries in civil matters before the fe- 
deral tribunals. 

17th. That the invariable and indifpenfable 
ufe of juries in criminal matters, was not declared 
with fufficient precifion. 

18th. Finally, that nothing in the conftitution 
guaranteed the liberty of the prefs, nor liberty 
of confcience—and that no affurance was left to 
the feveral ftates, that the congrefs would not 
fucceffively affume the feveral powers of which 
the conftitution did not at prefent demand the 
facrifice, and which were at once their right as 
independent ftates, and the only fafeguard of 
their independence. 

Many of thefe objections were by no means 
forcible; and the apprehenfions they expreffled 
were exaggerated, as has been fufficiently fhewn 
by the event. But if fome of thefe are to be af- 
cribed to a fpirit of party, and to the defire of the 
feveral {tates to make as little facrifice as poffible 

of 
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of their own authority and powers to the genera] 
government, it 1s not the lefs true, that the 
greater part of the oppofition to the new contti. 
tution had its fource in the {pirit of liberty which 
at that time animated the citizens of the United 
States, the ftruggle for the acquifition of liberty 
being then recent; and in that fear of ariftocracy 
and monarchy, to which it was thought there 
was a tendency in the new conftitution—in the 
republican temper which was then common toall 
the United States—and, finally in the ftrong mif- 
truft, which was the natural confequence of thefe 
circumftances. 

It is indeed certain that a very great majority 
of the people of the United States were averle 
to the adoption of the conftitution; and that it 
had not a majority in the feveral conventions, but 
from a general conviction among its opponents of 
the inefficacy of the articles of confederation, and 
the neceffity of giving greater power to the fe- 
deral government ; and from the fear they had of 
prolonging the anarchy in which the country was 
at that time plunged, and of rendering that anar- 
chy more incorrigible by the delay that mutt be 
eccafioned by the convoking a new aflembly ta 
frame another conftitution. | 

It is faid that thefe powerful motives were 
firengthened, in many of the adherents of the 

conititution, 
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conftitution, by individual interefts, ambitious 
views, and, above all, by the profpect of lucrative 
{peculations in the public funds and in the pur- 
chafe of public lands, which were ftated to be 
the inevitable refult of the new government. 
The fapport which was given to the conftitu- 
tion was not, however, the fame in all of the 
conventions. In the ftates of Delaware, New 
Jerfey, and Georgia, its acceptance was unani- 
mous. In Conneéticut, Maryland, and Pennfyl- 
vanla, a minority voted againft it; but it pafled 
without any amendment. In Pennfylvanta, where 
the oppofition was the ftrongeft, the minority 
withdrew, and entered a proteft, accompanicd 
with the motives of their objection to the con- 
ftitution. South Carolina, Virginia, New York, 
and Maflachufetts, accepted the conftitution, by 
a very {mall majority, and joined to their accept~ 3 
ance the propofition of feveral amendments, 
which they reprefented as indifpenfable to the 
public liberty and fafety ; and declared, that their 
refolution not to obftrué the adtion of the go- 
vernment, and the hope that a new congrefs 
would yield to their reprefentations and demands, 
were the only motives on which they accepted 
the conftitution. New York was on the eve 
of rejecting the conftitution, when intelligence 
arriving that it was accepted by nine of the ftates, 
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and proving the futility of further oppofition, i 
was accepted by that ftate.. New Hamphhire 
feparated without. coming to a refolution ; and 
having afterwards afiembled, gave its affent, ac. 
companied with propofitions/;for amendments, 
North Carolina propofed amendments, and made 
them the conditions of its acceptance; but fome 
time afterwards accepted the conftitution with. 
out referve. i 

Rhode-Ifland, inftead of calling.4 convention, 
réferred the conftitution to the affemblies of the 
towns ; by whem ‘it. was rejected, . with the ex- 
ception of Newport, Providence, and fome others, 
who declared themfelves incompetent. to ‘enter 
mto the difcuffion, and propofed. the convoking 
of a convention for the purpofe-;,,. which, being 
afterwards called, accepted the. conftitution, | 

The following. is'a table of the-periods when 
the feveral ftates accepted the. conititution, and.of 
the manner in which it patied in the feveral'con- 
ventions. 


States, 
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conftitution, took them into confideration; and 
from their purport, drew up twelve new articles, 
as a fupplement to the conftitution, which, in 
virtue of the fifth article of the conftitution, were 
fubmitted to the legiflatures of the feveral ftates, 
for their ratification, m the following terms. 


Articles propofed to be added to the Conftitution, and 
fubmitted to the States for Ratification, 


“« In Congre/s, 4th March, 1789. 
«¢ The conventions of certain of the ftates hay- 
ing, at the time of their adopting the conttitu- . 
tion, exprefled a defire in order to prevent mif- 
conftruction or abufe of its powers, that further 
declaratory and reftrictive claufes fhould be added: 
and, as extending the ground of public confidence 
in the government will beft enfure the beneficent 
ends of its inftitution, it was 
“* Refolved by the fenate and houfe of repre- 
fentatives of the United States of America, in 
congrefs aflembled, two-thirds of both houles 
concurring, that the following articles be propofed 
to the legiflatures of the feyeral ftates, as amend- 
ments to the conftitution of the United States; 
all or any of which articles, when ratified by three- 
fourths of the faid legiflatures, to be valid to all 
intents and purpofes, as part of the: faid coe 
tution. | 
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“© Art. ift. After the firft enumetation re- 
quired by the firft article of the conftitution, there 
fhall be one reprefentative for every thirty thou- 
fand, until the number of reprefentatives {hall 
amount to one hundred; after which the pro- 
portion fhall be fo regulated by congrefs, that 
there fhall be not Jefs than one hundred reprefen- 
tatives, nor more than one reprefentative for every 
forty thoufand perfons, until the number of re- 
prefentatives {hall amount to two hundred; after 
which the proportion fhail be fo regulated by 
congrefs, that there fhall not be lefs than two 
hundred reprefentatives, nor more than. onc re- 
prefentative for every fifty thoufand perfons. 

“« Art. 2d. Nolaw varying the compenfation 
for the fervices of the fenators and reprefentatives 
fhall take effet, until an‘ele@ion of reprefenta- 
tives fhall have intervened. 

“ Art. 34. Congrets fhall make no law refpeé- 
ing an eftablifhment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercife thereof; or abridging the free- 
dom of fpeech or of the prefs; or the right of 
people peaceably to affemble, and to petition the 
government fora redrefs of grievances. 

‘Art. 4th. A well regulated militia being 
neceflary to the fecurity of a free ftate, the right 
of the people to keep and bear arms fhall not be 
nfringed. : 

Vor. IV. ».« < Art, 
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«< Art. 5th. No foldier thall, in time of peace, 
be quartered in-any houfe without. the confent 
of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a man: 
ner to be preferbed by law. 

«Art. Oth. The right of the people to b 
fecure in their perfons, houtes, papers, and ef- 
fects, againft urréafonable fearches and feizures, 
{hall not be viohted ; and no warrants fhall iffue, 
but upon probsble caufe, fupported. by oath ot 
affirmation, and particularly deferibing the place 
to’ be fearched, and the perfon or things to be 
feized. 

‘¢ Art. 7th. No perfon fhall be held to antwer 
for a capital or otherwife infamous:crime, unles 
on a prefentmert: or indictment of a grand jury, 
except in cafes erifing in the land or nayal forces 
or in the militik, when in a€tual fervice, in time 
of war or public danger; nor fhall be tried twice 
for the fame offence; nor fhall be! compelledin 
any criminal caf: to be a witnefs againft himéelf; 
nor be deprived of hfe, liberty, or property, with- 
out due procefi -of lew; nor. fhall private pro- 
perty be taken for public ufe, without juft com- 
penfation. | 

« Art 8th. In all criminal profecutions, the ac 
cuted fhall enjoy the right to a fpeedy and public 
trial, by an impartial jury of the ftate and diftrict 
wherein the crme {hall have been committed, 
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Which diftrict fhall have been previoufly afcer- 
tained by law ;.and to bé informed of the nature 
and caufe of the accufation: to be confronted 
with the witnefles againft him; to have com- 
pulfory proceds for obtaining witnefles in his fa- 
vour; and to have the afliftance of counfel for 
his defence. 

“Art. Oth. In fuits at common law, where 
the value in controverfy fhall exceed twenty dol- 
lars, the right of trial by jury fhall be preferved ; 
and no fact tried by a jury fhall be otherwife re- 
examined in any court of the United States, than 
according to the rules of the common law. 

“ Art. 10th. Exceffive bail thall not be re- 
quired, nor exceffive fines impofed, nor cruel and 
unufual punifhments inflicted. 

“Art. 11th. The enumeration. in the con- 
{titution of certain rights, fhall not be conftrued 
to deny or difparage others retained by the 
people. 

* Art..12th. The powers not delegated to the 
United States by the conftitution, nor prohibited 
by it- to the ftates, are referved to the ftates re- 
{pectiyely, or to the people.” 

~The two firft of thefe twelve. articles did not 
receive the ratification required by law. The 


other ten being ratified, make part of the confti- 
tution, 


A 2 GENERAL 
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GENERAT, OBSERVATIONS ON THE CONSTITIL 
TION OF THE UNITED SLATES. 

It isnot my defign here to enter mnto@ minute 
examination of the merits of the conftitution of 
the United States. The- information I have ga- 
thered as to the fituation of affairs, and the tem- 
per of parties, at the period of 1ts adoption, in 
duces me to believe that it is the beft which 
- could at’ that time be carried into execution. | 
fhall confine my felf to fpeak of its principal and 
inherent defect ; which I regard as an obftacle to 
the public welfare in any conftitution where it 
isfound. I contfefs there is:fome degree of bold 
nefs m fpeaking thus freely- on this topic; for 
what I confider to be a. fundamental defe@ in 
the conftittition of the United States, is viewed by 
almoft every Arnerican as its moft valuable qua- 
lity. “I anialluding to the federal form of the 
vovernment. I admit the conception to be of a 
fublime- nature, and calculated to delight in 
theory. Sovereign ftates ceding to a’ general go 
véernment part of their authority, for the public 
benefit, prefents, in a méré’fafeinatifie way’ than 
ordinary, the image of men wnited in fociety, 
making a fucrifice of a portion’ of their rights‘ and 
liberties for the fecure enjoyment of the ref, and 
for the general profperity; but experience will 
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fhew ‘this feheme, pleafing as it is to the imagi- 
nation, illufory, and incapable of execution. The 
propenfities of governments have a power, of a 
nature “and extent very different from that of in- 
dividuals; their apparent motives are much more 
plaufible ; ‘and the fuppreffion of them by force #8 
much lefs prompt, and lefs eafy in the execution, 
than that of the pafftons of individuals—mean- 
while they inherently oppofe themfelves to the 
advantages that form the object of the compatt, 
which is the general welfare of the union. With- 
out purfuing the difcutfion of the principles and 
refults of a federal government, I> will give two 
ftriking examples of its ferious evils in the United 
States. 

In 1787, the old eongrefs, defiring to fettle the 
claims of the different {tates upon the general 
government, ‘pafied'a law, on the 7th of May, 
providing, that five commiflioners fhould be fent 
fucceffiyely into all the ftates, to receive the ac- 
counts of each, forfums expended by them during 
the war, for the fervice of the Union, in virtue 
of orders of congrefs, or without fuch orders, 
where proofs of the expenditure fo applied could 
be given. The commiffioners‘were to examine 
the feveral claims; to {trike the balance of each ; 
returns of which balances they were to make to 
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the treafurer of the Union, accompanied with the 
feveral. documents, for which they were to give 
acknowledgments to the {tates to which they te. 
{pectively belonged ; and alfo with their remarks 
on the nature and validity of fuch documents; 
and the law enjoined the different ftates. to furs 
nith fuch documents and titles to the commit 
fioners within the {pace of fix months, .to be by 
them tranfmitted to the treafury in the current 
year. It further provided, that, when the above 
returns fhould be made, the congrefs fhould name 
three other commiflioners to examine all ace 
counts and documents, and finally to ftrike ba- 
lances of the feveral claims; a¢ting on the opi 
nion of the firft commiffioners as to the validity 
of the documents, where fuch were produced, 
and.on the principles of equity, where claims 
wete' made for expences in the war not previoully 
authorifed by orders of congrefs. . This law de- 
clared the decifions of the majority, of the three 
commiuffioners to be conclufiye, and not fubject 
to appeal; and it finally enjoined the commit 
foners to compleat the decifion of all fuch claims 
within eight months. At the expiration of that 
term, thefe claims {till remained unfettled, the 
public mind. being occupied. by the prefentation - 
and adoption of the new conftitution, A law was 
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therefore pafled in the new congrefs, on the 14t 
of Augutt,. 1790, authorifing the prefident of the 
United States to appoint three new commif- 
fioners, with the fame powers as were delegated 
to the former; who were, on an examination of 
the claims and titles on the one hand, and of the 
returns of the treafury of fums advanced by the 
Union to the feveral ftates on the other hand, to 
{trike the feveral balances; and to make fuch 
{tates creditors of the Union as fhould have ex- 
pended more than their receipts from the ‘trea- 
fury, and fuch ftates debtors to. the Union, as 
Should not have expended the .fums advanced’ to 
them by the Union. This law fixed the 1t! of 
July, 1792,:for the lateft period for the returns 
of fuch balances to be made. By a law. pafledion 
the laft day of February, 1792, the time: for re- 
turning fuch balances was extended to the itt 
of July, 1793. 

The law which thus authorifed the prefident 
to’ appoint three commiflioners for this umpor- 
tant fervice, patled almoft unanimoufly ; and:Mr. 
Washington, the prefident,, made choice of. men 
of acknowledged integrity .and information ;—= 
thefe were;,WiLtyiam kWwaine, Joun Kean, 
and Woopsury Lancpon, whofe appointment 
gave univerfalifatisfaction in they ftates.Thefe 
commiuffioners. finifhed their labour wathin the 
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time prefcribed ; and the following: isa table of 
the returns they made of their decifion. 


States, Creditors of the Union. Sums. 
New Hampfhire - 75,015 Dollars, 
Maflachuifetts - 1,248,801 
Rhode-Ifland  - - 289,011 
Connecticut - a > Al eee 
New Jerfey - - 49,030 
South Carolina - 1,205,078 
Georgia : - 19,888 
States, Debtors to the Union. 

New York - - ~ 2,072,846 
Pennfylvania © -- . 76,709 
Delaware - - 612,428 
Maryland - - 151,640 
Virginia - 7 100,879 
North Carolina ~ 501,882 


It was not till towards the clofe of 1706, that 
the queftion was agitated in congrefs, of ‘the 
means of bringing into the treafury of the Union 
the fums due from the ftates that were debtors to 
it, which fums were deftined to difcharge the 
debts due from the Union to the other ftates; 
and then it was foon demonftrated, by the turn 
the debates took: in the quefttion, that the ftates, 
debtors to the Union, had no. intention of dif- 

charging 
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charging their obligations, notwithftanding the 
diftrefs of the treafury of the Union, and, the 
flourifhing condition of the finances of moft of 
thofe ftates, efpecially that of New York. <A re- 
gard to the particular interefts of the feveral ftates, 
and a jealoufy of each other, were univerfally 
manifefted. The debates abounded with fophif- 
try, and ill faith to the public. An attention to 
the concerns and interefts of the Union was no 
where to be found in them. Although’ many 
fittings were given to the difcuffion, no refolution 
paffed on the fubject; and no other refult was 
apparent, than that the ftates, debtors to the 
Union, or the greater part of them, would never 
difcharge the debt, and that the Union was ‘def 
titute of means to enforce payment—for an» at- 
tempt to obtain the payment: by arms, was to 
provoke a‘civil-war, and haften the diffolution of 
the Union. ‘The lofs to the treafury of the Umon 
amounted to three millions fevén ‘hundred: and 
feventeen thoufand five hundred and eighty-four 
dollars; or rather three millions nine hundred, 
and four thoufand. three hundred: and fifty-one 
dollars, including the intereft. The weltare of 
the Union- was made.a ready facrifice to the ra- 
pacity and injuftice of individuals, who oppofed 
the execution of'a law againft ‘which they -had! 
{olemnly engaged to’ make no appeal. . The ob- 
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ject of the federal government was in this inftange 

entirely defeated. | 
The other inftance I have to give of the in. 
convenience of the federal fyftem, is: relative to. 
the fortifying of the harbours of the ftates. . The 
conititution, in the firft article, and the eighth 
fection, provides, that the Union ‘ fhall exercife 
exclufive legiflative authority over all places pur- 
chafed by the confent of the Jegiflatures of. the 
feveral ‘{tates, for the erection of forts, magazines, 
arfenals, dock-yards, and other needful build: 
ings ;" and by a law paffed in December 1794, 
whofe object was to provide for expences incurred 
in the fortification of fome places on the coatt of 
the United States, it is declared, “that the pre- 
fident fhall receive from: the legiflatures of the 
different ftates the ceffion of ‘the lands neceflary 
to fuch fortifications, or fhall purchafe them, if 
they are not the property of the ftates.” The 
‘greater part of the ftates refufed to, cede thelands 
wanted for this purpofe, or to authorife the prefis 
dent to acquire them by purchafe, in the cafe of 
their being the property of individuals... They 
demanded fums of the Union, in aid of the fums 
they confented to expend from their own ttear 
furies, in fortifications to be. raifed on their own 
lands ; but the affiftance they gave thé law went 
no further. |The confequence was, that the for- 
tifications 
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tifications were conftructed on the plans, and 
according to the notions of individuals, the feve- 
ral ftates in which they were erected attending 
only to their own advantage ; that they were built 
on fordid principles, and in a very inadequate 
manner, the refources of the feveral {tates not ap- 
pearing. competent to conftruct them either in 
the extent or with the folidity the object re- 
quired ; that they. are raifed in places where the 
expence of the erection would be lefs, rather than 
in fuch places as would beft cover the towns, 
and add to the general defence of the country. 
In the laft fitting of the late congrefs, in Febru- 
ary 1797, very extraordinary debates were held on 
this fubject ; in which. it appeared, by the lan- 
guage of the deputies of Maflachufetts, New 
York, and South Carolina, that thofe three power- 
ful ftates,. poffeffing the moft important ports of 
the country, were refolyed not to cede to the 
Union the lands neceffary for the erection of for- 
tifications for the fafety of thofe ports. In the 
difcuffion, the government of the United States 
was reproached, by the deputies of Pennfylvania 
and Rhode-Ifland, (which. ftates had ceded to the 
Union the lands demanded of them), with being 
lefs ocenpied with the defence of the ftates who 
paid obedience to the law, than, that, of the {tates 
refufing to make any ceffion of their lands. And 
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thé deputies of the fei ftates ufedthean 
tient lof the neglect of the government toward 
‘he 5 bates of Pennfylvania and Rhode Mand, a 
am excufé, ‘and éven a fubject of praife- to their 
own ‘ftates, for having réfafed to cédé their lands 
to the’ general sovernment: Whatever might be 
the degree of jufticé-with which thefe reproaches 
were’ Caft upon the government of the Union, — 
they were only ufed ‘as a’ pretext’ for ‘the refufal 
of the refractory ftates to cede the lands in quef- 
tron, the real motive being the jealoufy conftantly 
exifting between the feveral fovertign -ftates of 
the Union and the general government—a j jea- 
foufy natural enough’ to ‘man, but more particu- 
larly prevailing among’ true republicans; inaf- 
much as the general government, having citadels 
and troops mm the midtt of the feveral ftates, and 
in the moft-important atts, might be the more 
readily tempted to abridge or deftroy per inde- 
pendence. 
"The refult of this fake of things is, ‘that the 
moit important points along the coafts’ of the 
United States are not Rinatiea: or are in a worle 
ftate—for the confidence ‘which ‘is placed in in- 
complete and infufficient works, and which avail 
nothing to the fafety of the places they. affect to 
cover, ts a fatal error; befides, in an extenfive 
country; ane cations moft completely made, and 
placed 
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placed with the greateft! judgment for particular 
objects; ‘contribute nothing’ to, the: general? de+ 
fence, if they are not connected with a fyftem, 
which, having the gencral defence for its object, 
expends frequently, with the greateft utility, the 
largeft fums on pofts that may be unimportant 
to the local interefts of the place, but are, not- 
withftahding the keys of the country. It is no 
exaggeration to fay, that the coafts of the Unitec 
States are defencelefs;/sand that the fineft. and 
richeft. ports of the Union are» not fecure even 
avaintt a coup de main. » And this great evil is 
entirely o¢cafioned by the refufal of fome of the 
{tates to céde the lands neceflarysto'a plan of 
gencral defence. S72 

By thefe two examples, we fee—that the de- 
rangement:of the finances of the United States, 
and thé:défencelefs ‘condition of: their ‘coatts, are 
the refult of the federal fyftem—a refult, deftruc- 
tive of the end of the Union, but one thats the 
rieceflary confequence ofi'a ‘fyftem which: places 
the interefts:and! :paffions‘of the feveral | ftates in 
oppofition: tothe welfare »of the-Union, and 1s 
deftructivé of the unanimity, without which no 
government, however excellent in its form, can 
afford its fubjedts the protection and other advati- 
tages for which it is inftituted: And if thefe in 


conveniences arealready felt.in the United States, 
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where population is fo difproportioned’to the ee. 
tent of country, what will they not be with 
great population, and atime far removed trom 
the origin of the Union? | 


STATE OF PARTIES FROM THE ADOPTION OF THE 
CONSTITUTION TO THE PRESENT PERIOD. 

The opponents of the conftitution, both jy 
congrefs and out of doors, fubmitted, on its bes 
ing adopted by the feveral ftates, to its authority; 
but they neverthelefs formed a party 1n oppofition 
to the new government. The conititution, al- 
though called a plan of con/olidation by its: op- 
ponents, becaufe its object was to make one body 
of the different ftates, by diminifhing in too great 
a degree, according to their opinion, their re{pec- 
tive fovereignties, was in truth a federal conftitu- 
tion. It had, indeed, the title, and-all the pro- 
perties of fuch a conttitution. But although its 
opponents contended for no other purpofe but 
to eftablith a conftitution more completely federal. 
in its nature, they were by the other party named 
anti-federalifis—a name that b y no means belong- 
ed tothem ; but which, at that time, being «the 
moft odious that could be given them,. it was 
natural their adverfaries fhould {tigmatize them 
with it. The friends of the conftitution called: 
themfelves federalifis, a title aflumed: to give 
them 
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them popularity. Thus the two parties, without 
haying changed opinions, objects, or policy, had 
fuddenly changed names; and each continued to 
be diftinguifhed. by that which its adverfary was 
known a year before. 

The anti-federalifis (for we will ufe the deno- 
minations of the parties as they are applied) had 
long reproached the other party with a fubmiffion 
fo English influence., Ido not know that the fe- 
deralifis, in the early tumes of the new conftitu- 
tion, had betrayed any other fymptoms of this 
influence, than the attachment of many mer- 
chants belonging to that party to the Enghfh 
commerce ; an attachment that their commercial 
iterefts readily accounted for. Afterwards the 
fenate, in which the federali/is were very numer- 
ous, agitated a defign of giving the titles of his 
illufirious highnefs to the prefident of the United 
States ;of right honourable to the members of the 
fenate ; and honourable to the houfe of reprefen- 
tatives; but the fenate itfelf abandoned the pro- 
ject, the public opinion being evidently averfe to 
it, and the houfe of reprefentatives difpofed to 
throw it out. 

About this time was difcuffed the fyftem of 
finance, which now exifts, and which was vehe- 
mently combated by the oppofition. This debate 
appears indeed the only one which openly ex- 
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pofed the views of the two parties, till the period 
of the French revolution. 

Some inconfiderable tumults that happened in 
feveral of the ftates, on the fubject of the excife, 
were not perhaps-regarded with fo unfavourable 
an eye by the anti-federali/is, as the other party; 
becaufe the former faw in them nothing more 
than the confequences they had foretold of an 
unpopular mode of taxation, which indeed had 
been once rejected by the congrefs, and was not 
finally adopted but ‘with great difficulty, wii Ina 
fucceeding feffion. | 

But-if the two partics were marked by the dif 
pofitions in which they feverally viewed thefe tu- 
mults, it was but flightly; for no partizan of the 
anti-federalifis gave his countenance to the dit 
obedience of the law, and many of the party aided, 
in their feveral functions, to reftore order. Thefé 
events, therefore, cannot ftriétly be confideredas 
a fhock of the parties. 

It was at the period of the French revolution; 
or rather at the fecond epoch of that révolution, 
thatthe two parties openly declared their res 
fpective views. The federalifls, whofe’ objets 
were'to ftrensthen the government of the Union, 
to encreafe the influence of the executive power, 
and to carry the conftitution as far as poftible 
toward monarchy, naturally beheld in the Englifh 
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government a barrier againt{t the fyftem of French 
republicaniim. The anti-federalifs as naturally 
turned to the fyftem eftablifhed by the fecond 
revolution in France, for aid in the plan they pro- 
jected, of giving a purely republican direction to 
the conftitution of the ftates. From that period, 
the attachment of the parties to their feveral opi- 
nions, their defire ofaccomplifhing their ref pective 
views; in a word, the intention of one to give a 
monarchical tendency, and of the other a democratic 
tendency to the American government, gave them 
the appearance of being—the one Englith, and 
the other French parties, in the country. 

The party, whofe defign it was to detach the 
United States from France, and conne@ them 
firicily with England, received, no doubt, a great 
acceffion of ftrength from the horrible crimes 
which the men in power in France feemed for 
two years to have made the habitual adminiftra- 
tion of that unhappycountry ; from their avowed 
fyitem of a general diforganization of other go- 
vernments ; from the open attempts of M. Genet, 
the French minifter in America, to force the ftates 
from their neutrality, which it was their intereft 
as well as their right<o maintain; and, in a word, 
from the intrigues of that imprudent minifter to 
{pread the principles of jacobinifm through the 
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{tates, which at once were inimical to the interefts 
of France, and contrary to the rights of nations, 
An abhorrence of the crimés of the governing 
party in France, and difguft with the conduét of 
its agents in America, were miitually felt by both 
the parties of the United States. ‘The anti-fedi- 
ralifis, however, continued to regard the diforders 
they lamented as temporary; whilé the other 
party imagined they faw, ot affected tovfee, in 
the evils that afflicted France, fomething that 
was permanent, or at leaft likely to be of fome 
duration. At this period was formed a confe- — 
deracy of the kings of Europe againft France; 
and it was natural fot the government of the 
United States to fuppofe the confederacy could 
not fail to be fuccefsful againft an anarchy, ftained 
at home with crimes and blood, affailed by the 
choiceft troops of Europe, and having nothing 
in appearance to oppofe to this force but new 
troops without experienced generals, and a trea- 
fury without any other currency than a difcre- 
dited paper. At the fame period England har- 
raffed the commerce of the United States, by 
taking their veffels, and preffing their failors, and 
even menaced them with a dire¢t war. Thus 
the danger of being involved in a war againft an 
enemy already powerful, and who feemed to be 
increafing 
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increafing in power, gave great uneafinefs to the 
United States; while their former ally, to whom 
in other circumftances they would have looked 
for aid, feemed on the point of becoming a prey 
to that enemy.. And if the fears of the American 
government were exaggerated, we cannot be fur- 
prifed that its fyftem of policy threw it into the 
arms of the ftrongeft party. 

Although the anti-federalifis neither approved 
of the diforganizing fyftem of France, nor the 
practices of her minifter in America, they did not 
apprehend any danger from an alliance -with 
France to the interior tranquillity of the ftates, 
which they deemed to be incapable of the ex- 
travagance of the anarchifts. The evils that af- 
flicted France appeared to them temporary ; and 
the fpirit of liberty, they had no doubt, would 
enable her to repel all her enemies. They were 
even more attached to an alhance with France, 
when they faw England fo lofty in her preten- 
fions. Their policy was, to preferve the abfolute 
neutrality of the ftates, and to avoid a war with 
England by every means that did not humble 
the {tates before her. _ If fatisfaCtion could not be 
obtained from England for the affronts offered to 
the ftates, they propofed the fequeftration of Eng- 
lifh property in America, and an interruption’ of 
ali conamerce with her ; ina word, war—if Eng- 
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land was refolved on war. And this party fup- 
pofed that the arming of American privateers, a 
prohibition to carry provifions to the Englifh 
iflands, and the feizing on Canada, were more 
certain means of injuring England; than any the 

had with which to make reprifals on the ftates, 
Warm contefts were occafioned in the houfe: 
of reprefentatives by this difference of opinions 
and views, when the queftion came to be debated 
concerning the relative fituations of England and 
the United States. ‘The two parties oppofed each 
other with the greateft animofity. The quef- 
tion equally agitated the people out of doors, 
throughout the whole extent of the United States; 
and although it was the general with to preferve 
peace and maintain neutrality, the complaints 
uttered again{ft the Englith were loud and almot 
univerfal ; and the remembrance of the triumph 
of America over the Englifh arms, giving affur 
ance of fuccefS in a new conteft, made a wat 
with England little the obje@& of fear with the 
populace. The difmiffion, about this time, of 
Mr. Jefterfon from the office of feeretary of ftate, 
increafed the difcontent of the anti-federalifis. 
Mr. Jefferfon was of that party, and had always 
avowed an attachment to pure républicanifm. 
Fis party afcribed his difiniffion to the politics 
he adopted in the prefident’s council. ‘They wert 
| | perfuaded, 
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perfuaded, however he might fear the ftates were 
in no condition at that moment to declare war 
again{t England, and however refolved he might 
be to leave no reafonable propofition untried to 
reftore a good underftanding between the coun- 
tries, he was neverthelefs equally bent! upon =re- 
jecting every meafure that would affect the hos 
nour and dignity of the ftates.’ The wifhes of 
the party were, not to challenge England, but 
to fhew her how the ftates had been infulted and 
injured by her conduct; to let her fee they were 
offended, and to let her know: they demanded 
reparation. They were not ignorant that Mr. 
Jefferfon oppofed in the council too clofe and 
intimate an union with England, whom he ac 
cufed of treachery; that he oppofed {till more 
eagerly all meafures tending to feparate the ftates 
from France, where anarchy and its confequent 
crimes would foon give way to order, and where 
a regard to the interefts of the United States 
was evinced even in the midft of the worft dif- 
orders that had difgraced the -revolution. The 
fare party knew alfo that it was Mr. Jefferfon’s 
firmnefs that defeated the dangerous pretenfions 
and projects of M. Genet; and that he had been 
the caufe of that minifter’s being recalled by 
France. And the recal of M. Genet they con- 
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fidered as a néw-and folid proof of the good will 
and friendfhip of France toward the United States, 

In proportion as this party complained of the 
difmiffion of Mr. Jefferfon, the federalifis ex- 
prefied their triumph. Thefe latter faw, with 
extreme fatisfaction, that their views would be 
no longer thwarted in the prefident's council, 
where till then they did not think the Englith 
government fufficiently favoured. It was in- 
ftantly determined to fend Mr. Jay to England, 
Je-is univerfally believed that. the inftructons 
given to that minifter by the prefident, were 
framed with great wifdom and moderation, and 
that they formally enjoined Mr. Jay to refpect the 
engagements of the United States with France 
in any new treaty with England. However that 
were, it is certain the prefident was careful to 
inform the French government, that the fending 
an ambaffador extraordinary to England, had no 
other objeé& than to avoid a war with that power, 
and to fettle the differences between the two 
countries; and that the alliance with: France 
would be maintained with the moft perfect good 
faith on the part of the United States. 

Phe choice of Mr. Jay for the embafly to 
England, gave great offence to the anti-federalifis 
This minifter ‘was chief juftice of the United 

States ; 
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States; an office that feemed to make his pre- 
fence in the country indifpenfable, and therefore 
appeared incompatible with any foreign miffion. 
He was confidered as devoted to England. by his 
general habits, but more efpecially by a blind zeal 
for the doctrines of the Englith church. He was 
known to have an old diflike to France, which 
was faid. to have been excited by the manifeft 
preference given by the French minifter and the 
whole French nation to Benjamin Franklin; 
whofe colleague he was at the making of the 
peace in 1783. 

When parties proceed tg extremes with each 
other, eyery thing ferves as food to their mutual 
hatred and injuftice. About this time the infur- 
reCtion at Pittfburg broke out. The federalifis 
accufed their adverfaries of being the contfivers 
and authors of the infurreétion. They endea- 
voured to implicate many of them individually 
in its guilt, althongh the accufation was never 
fupported with the fmalleft proof. That infur- 
rection was no other than an explofion, of a very 
culpable nature, no doubt, but perfectly forcfeen, 
of the difcontents occafioned by the levying a tax 
on private diftilleries ; a meafure that never could 
be carried into effect in that part of Pennfylvania, 
even when, Previous to the eftablifhment of the 
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new conftitution, that tax made part of the law 
of the ftate. 

About this time alfo democratic clubs were 
formed in feveral towns in the United States: 
and the anti-federalifis were accufed of being the 
authors of this dangerous imitation of the Jaco- 
bin aflociations that had caufed fo many misfor- 
tunes to France. Jt was alleged againft them, 
that it was their defign to ufe the clubs’as inftru. 
ments of overthrowing the conftitution, by in- 
troducing divifions among the ftates, and rending 
to pieces the federal fyftem. As it generally hap- 
pens, thefe accufations increafed the afperity, as 
well as of the party by whom they were advanced 
as thofe who were the objects of them. 

In this fituation: of things, the treaty with © 
England was concluded. It is not my intention 
to difeufs the merits of any particular parts of 
that treaty; nor do I affe& to give its hiftory, 
much of which is known only to very few per- 
fons. I propofe merely to take fome notice of 
its effect on the tivo parties. It is perfectly 
known, that the prefident perceived the treaty to 
be fo little conformable to the in{tructions he 
had given Mr. J ay, and fo little confiftent with 
what he thought the interefts of the United States, 
that it was long before he could preyail on him- 
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felf to prefent it to the fenate for its fanction— 
that this treaty occafioned violent debates in the 
fenate, which would not have ended with its 
ratification, had not the majority of that affembly 
been previoufly determined to accept it, even 
without knowing the articles it contained—that, 
as foon as the treaty was made public, addreffes 
for and againft its ratification crowded in from 
every town and corporation of the United States 
—that the queftion of its ratification or rejection 
begat the deepeft concern, and the warmett dif- 
cuffions among the inhabitants of the northern 
f{tates—that the general confidence placed in the 
prefident tempered in the majority their averfion 
to the treaty—and that, finally, when the fums 
for carrying it into execution came to be. voted 
in the houfe of reprefentatives, a long and violent 
Rtrngegle, relative tothe merits of the treaty itfelf, 
was the effect; although the right of that houfe 
to interfere with its ratification was denied by 
the friends of the treaty, the letter of the confti- 
tution having, as they faid, withheld that privi- 
lege from them. - It is to be obferved, that the 
réprefentatives maintained the right of entering 
into the merits of the treaty, from the very letter 
of the conftitution, fo little precifion is there in 
the wording of it——-The dread of involving the 
United States in @ war with England, at length 
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gained a majority in the houfe for the 'treaty ; jg 
the fame manner as that motive had:influenced 
not only the prefident, but the:majority of the 
individuals in the ftates, who finally adhered to 
the treaty, to the latter of whom. all alliance 
with England, of whatever kind, was extremely 

obnoxious. | 
The old animofity of the two parties was fur- 
ther inflamed by thefe difcuffions... The debates 
im the congreis, and the pamphlets, and writings 
in the papers, on the fubject, were loaded with 
perfonal, abufe and mutual -accufations. - The 
anti-federalifis were accufed of encouraging 4 
fpirit of diforganization for dangerous purpodes, 
and from the fordid motive of French gold, The 
other party was accufed of facrificing the national 
honour ; of fhamefully humbling. the ftates at 
the feet.of England; of violating their ancient 
engagements to France; and. of. corruption, 
through the medium of ambition or gold,. The 
moft fatal confequences were prediéted to flow 
from the treaty, and afcribed. to the federalitts, 
as injurics brought by them upon the country. . 
The fpirit of party was excluded from no clafs of 
fociety.. Political intolerance procceded. to the 
extreme; even frequently in the fame dwelling, 
it was found to be the greateft ; and the moft 
difgraceful and hateful appellations were mutuy 
ally 
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ally given by the individuals of the partics to each 
other. 

The difpleafiare which France expreffed at the 
treaty, widened the breach between the parties. 
The anti-federalifis having foretold it, confidercd 
the expreflion of that difpleafure as the eulogium 
of their oppofition ; while the federali/is declared 
them to be the authors of the diffatisfaction of 
France. The latter even went fo far as to fay, 
that their opponents had, by underhand intrigues, 
engaged the government of France to complain 
of the treaty, when it was not difpofed to do 
fo; and thus they openly denounced them as 
enemies of their country. 

The executive government of the United 
States, the centre of the party of the federalifis, 
could not be ignorant that their treaty with Eng- 
land placed France in a much lefs favourable 
fituation than formerly relative to America, and 
even in a'lefs favourable fituation than England, 
efpecially in times of war; but whether they 
did not forefee the difpleafure of France, or they 
braved the confequences, they affected to be fur- 
prifed and offended with the complaints of the 
French government; and immediately, whether 
in purfuance of a fyftem they had projected, or 
from a fear of giving advantage to the oppofite 
party by reforting to open and frank means of 

reconciliation — 
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reconciliation: with the French, ‘they. feemed in 
hafte to plunge into meafures calculated to 
heighten the difpleafure of the French ‘govern. 
ment, and to encreafe, if poffiblé, the animofity 
of the enti-federalifis, whom they no longer he. 
fitated to denominate jacobins, and agents of 
France. o 
Among the meafures with which’ the anfj- 
Jederalifis reproached the government as being 
inimical to France; was the fending>of 4 new 
ambaflador to Paris, without powers to adjuft 
the differences between the countries, and with- 
out.even authority to place France and England 
on a footing of equality with refpec to the United 
States. They certainly, without any injuftice, 
confidered among the-meafures openly hoftile to 
France, 'a delay of eight months of the feeretary 
of flate in anfwering one of the difpatches of the 
French minifter ; the infulting anfwer that was 
given, after fo extraordinary a delay; and the 
drawing up a manife/to, ander-the title of infiruc- 
tions to the American” minifter in France, that 
was a libel on both the old and new governments 
of France, and that did not {cruple to attribute 
to perfidious defigns, the fignal fervices renderéd 
by France to the United States during their 
{truggle for independence; and above all, the 
laying thele inftrudtions before the congrefs, that 
they 
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they might be publifhed to the world, without 
the blame of this infult being, in point of form, 
imputed to them. In the conduct of the go- 
vernment and the federalifts, their opponents 
pretended to fee an intention of breaking with 
France at all events, and of joining England, 
againft that faithful ally of the United States; 
they imputed the conduct of the governing party, 
either to total ignorance of the interefts of Ame- 
rica, or to corruption ;—for, of the incurable 
hatred of England toward the States, and her 
fecret refolution to involve them in difficulties, 
and to détach them from a powerful ally, in 
order to have complete power over them for the 
purpofes of her ambition, that party affected to 
have no manner of doubt. 

The ele@ion of a new prefident afforded frefh 
aliment to the animofity of the parties. The 
leaders of the federalifs were defirous of advanc- 
ing to the office of prefident Mr. Pinckney, who 
had lately been ambaffador in England, and who 
had made the laft treaty wath Spain, which gave 
general fatisfa@tion in America; and had given 
his fanétion, at leaft nominally, to the treaty with 
England. He was aman of acknowledged merit, 
of a family exceedingly ref{pected in South Caro- 
lina, and of a perfonal character greatly valued. 
His fervices, however, did not procure him the 
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firft office in the Union. The vice-ptefident, 
John Adams, feemed to be naturally called to 
that fituation. Eight years exercife of the office 
of vice-prefident, old and important fervices to 
the States, anda long life of eminent virtue, gave 
him a title that, in the opinion of perfons among 
the federalifts uninfluenced by intrigue or per- 
fonal confiderations, was infinitely preferable to 
that of every other among nine candidates for 
that high office. The leaders of that party, not- 
withftanding, confidered Mr. Pinckney as a man 
more likely to be directed by their influence, 
They affociated his name.in the votes with John 
Adams, profeffing to the majority of their parti- 
fans, only to raife him to the office of vice-pre- 
fident. They confidered it as probable, that he 
would have the fecond greateft number of votes 
in the north; and that in the fouth, efpecially in 
Carolina and Georgia, where it was not expected 
John Adams would haye any, he would have the 
majority, or at all events the fecond number, if 
Mr. Jefferfon fhould happen to have.the majo- 
rity; and that thus he would: have a greater 
number of votes than any other candidate, and 
would confequently be prefident. 

Phe anti-federalifls: openly and unanimoufly 
fupported Mr. Jefferfon; and his title to the 
office, founded on his eminent talents, on “the 
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Mare he had.in the declaration of independence, 
and-on his fervices as fecretary of {tate and as 
ambaffador in France, could not be queftioned, 
except by the prejudices of party, which are equal 
in power to more folid arguments. 

The two parties ftrained every nerve, and re- 
jected no advantage that intrigue could furnith. 
They mutually accufed each other of unfair pro- 
ceedings, and even of tricks to invalidate votes,’ 
and of frauds in the returns. . The leaders of the 
federalifis were deceived in their expectation of 
fecretly gaining a majority for Mr. Pinckney. 
John Adams had, however, but.one vote more 
than the majority required by law. He was de- 
clared prefident, and Mr. Jefferfon vice-prefident. 

The moft recent fhock of thefe parties, con- 
{tantly and vehemently excited againft each other, 
was occafioned by an extraordinary fitting of the 
congrefs, aflembled by the prefident, to take into 
confideration the refufal of the French Directory 
to receive Mr. Pinckney as muinifter from .the 
United States. Although the federalifis had a 
majority.in the congrefs, the opinions of their op- 
ponents frequently prevailed.. Almoft every pro- 
pofition for meafures of hoftility againft France 
was rejected; and the fending of three ambazfla- 
dors, to demand an explanation from the French 
government, was fcarcely followed by any pre- 
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parations for a war. — It 1s not a little temarkable, 
that in this conteft the orators of the Sederalift 
held the fame language which, three years be. 
fore, had been employed againft them by their 
opponents ; when on the queftion of fending Mr, 
Jay to England, the aunti-federalifis recommended 
vigorous meafures, to reftore the United States 
from the ruinous and humiliating condition to 
which they were reduced by England—and that 
the anti-federalifis, to cruth the hoftile fpirit which 
the other party expreffed againft France, advanced 
the fame arguments which the governing party 
ufed on the former queftion, to recommend con- 
ciliatory meafures toward England. The mem- 
bers of the houfe of reprefentatives who, although 
generally voting with the federali/is, were not in 
the fecrets of the party, on this occafion carried 
the votes of the congrefs toward conciliatory 
meafures. The debates, however, were more 
violent than ever. They were more than ever 
filled with perfonal abufe, efpecially on the fide 
of the federalifis, who accufed their adverfaries of 
having advifed the infults that the ftates received — 
from France, and of being engaged by the French 
fovernment to facrifice the interefts of theit 
country, and by this accufation endeavoured to 
fubje&@ their se Srietae to the odium of the 
people, 

The 
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The temper. of the two parties continues to 
be the fame.at this time; and fo inveterate is 
their mutual hatred, their refpective policy is fo 
widely afunder and fo rooted in their affections, 
and their reciprocal infults are. fo many and. fo 
offenfive, that it is impoflible to hope for a_re- 
conciliation: It.is the bufinefs.of the politician 
to'enquire into the final iffue of their ftrife. 1 
have here undertaken only to {tate facts, in order 
to give an idea of the ftate of thefe parties. Yet 
I cannot but. obferve, that the names of fede- 
ralift and anti-federalifi, by which they are moft 
commmonly known, are as little conformable 
to the meaning of thefe words as the denomina- 
tions Englifh adherents and French adherents, which 
they mutually give to each other. Their feveral 
objects are, to give the conftitution a monarchi- 
cal or a republican tendency; and to find, in the | 
ambiguity of parts of its text, an authority for 
their defigns, as circumftances happen to favour 
one or the other.;, Both the parties are attached 
to the union; and I am perfuaded that the amti- 
Jederalifis cannot, with the leaft juftice, be re- 
proached with being lefs fo than their opponents. 
The one is the governing party, the other is in 
oppofition; and we know that when parties have 
long combated with each other, their original 
objects become fecondary. Their love of power, 
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and their hatred of each other, are motives con- 
tinually a@ing upon them; and every occafion 
of gratifying their rage, jealoufy, and ambition, 
is mutually feized by them. It is to be ignorant 
of the paffions of party, not to know, that they 
are as tumulttious as any that can agitate and 
torment individuals and fociety. The imputa- 
tion of being adherents of France or England, is 
as unfounded as the other. The leaders of one 
party look to’ England as the natural fupport of 
their power, efpecially fince France became a re- 
public; but they do not with to fubjugate Ame- 
rica to Englifh influence: It is faid, and not 
without the appearance of probability, that there 
are individuals among them who carry their at- 
tachment to England fomething further ‘than 
this; having in contemplation, either the te- 
union of America'to England, or the eftablith- 
ment of a monarchy with a houfe of peers, that 
fhall be clofely and permanently allied to Great 
Britain. But if there are fuch, as ‘will be readily 
enough believed, they are not the ‘whole’ of thofe 
leaders, and they do not admit the reft into their 
fecret ; for in that cafe they would foon fee 
the number of their adhercnts diminifh. It 1s by 
exciting a hatred of fome of the ‘meafures of 
France, and, by a common fraud, turning that 


hatred againft France herfelf, that thefe perfons | 
endeavour 
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endeavour to execute that project, while they 
conceal from their partizans their real defigns. 

I cannot be perfuaded that the American go- 
vernment has entered: into thefe defigns, which 
appear to me to be too far removed from com- 
mon. fenfe to be.adopted by the government, and 
to be rather the views of individuals blinded * by 
their interefts and paflions. Yet, if we look coolly 
at the condutt of the government from the time 
of concluding the; treaty with England, if we 
confider how little conciliatory meafures towards 
France have been ftudied in: its public ads, how 
profufely its minifters have: lavifhed ‘infults on 
the French in their public difpatches, and how 
profound a refpect the fame minifters, at the very 
fame time, exprefled for the government and the 
minifters of England, and, finally, what rude lan- 
guage toward France, equally removed from pru- 
dence and decency, has been held by the imme- 
diate dependants of the government in both 
houfes of the legiflature, we fhall acknowledge, 
that it is not without appearance the American 
government is accufed of a partiality for England, 
which is not the genuine refult of an attention 
to the interefts of the United States. On the 
other hand, if it be recolle&ed, that there is a 
neceflity, or, at leaft, that there is the habit in 
politics, as well asin private tranfactions, of fol- 
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oppofite party—it we take-into the account that 
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Mr. Pickering, the Americangdecretary of fate, 
who was the author of the difpatches I have al: 
luded to, and the principal actor’ in the feene, 
did not acquire his fituation (for which no intel- 
ligent perfon of his party deemed him qualified, 
either by his talents; or his political experience) 
but in confequence of its being refufed by a more 
able man, to whom it had been offered by Mr. 
Wafhington; at that time prefident, and. that 
the difficulty of finding another perfon to-fill the 
office is as great now as it was'then (for the offices 
of government are in little requeft in America, 
which is unqueftionably \a misfortune, af it be” 
not a vice proceeding from the conftitution), and 
that the machinations of a party are employed 
in making the difficulty of finding Mr. Pickering 
a fucceflor, appear greater than it really is—aif we 
call to mind the reafonable difcontent of the 
American merchants at the piracies committed 
on their property by the privateers and the go- 
vernments of the French iflands, and thé general 
indignation of the people, although not imme- 
diately affected by thefe acts of piracy, we fhall 
perhaps give another interpretation to the pre- 
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ference which is given to England, than that of 
a determination. to fubjugate the American {tates 
to Englith influence ;-a meafure that would meet 
with the moft active oppofitionsamong the fe- 
deralifts themiclves, and which: never.can be car- 
ried. into. effect, unlefs. France: becomes an -un-: 
natural: accomplice in the f{cheme by acts-toward 
America contrary to her intereft; her juftice, and 
the greatnefs of her character. 

Astoa partyiconfifting of adherents of France, 
it can with lefs truth be faid to exiftin the United 
States than a party devoted to england. | I con= 
fider it to be a natural thing, that men who have 
uniformly endeavoured to give a republican .ten- 
dency to the American con{titution fhould look 
up tothe prefent conftitution of France as af 
fording aid to their pretenfions; but I am per- 
fuaded the anti federalifis entertain no defigns 
derogatory to the independence and interefts of 
the {tates. When the governing party affect to 
forget the fervices rendered by France to Ame- 
rica, and boat{t of it as part of their political fy 
tem, it is not furprifing that their opponents 
more warmly cherifh the remembrance of . thofe 
fervices, and of the calamities inflicted by Eng- 
land, which latter feem to be forgotten by the 
government. : The members-of the legiflature, 
who form the oppofition, betray no criminal at- 
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tachment;to France; nor exhibit anyvfigns of 
voting through the influence of the’ French: go. 
vernment; nor have the appearance, in any te- 
fpect, of looking toward France with any other 
feelings than thofe that naturally {pring from the, 
intereft the United States have in an alliance 
with her—+chiefly to balance the Englith influ. 
ence, which they imagine they have too much 
reafon to fear. 1 am full perfuaded I am war- 
ranted in ftating, that there 1s really in America 
lefs of what may be called a French party than 
an Englifh one. I do not know whether itis ta 
be attributed to the mifconduct of France; or to 
the want of addrefs in her old or her new g0- 
vernment, or to an indifterence to the gaining a 
party here, but 1¢ 1s certain the French have no 
party in this country. Whoever will give him- 
felt the trouble to look fteadily at the politics of 
the country, will be convinced with me that this 
is fact. | 

I am far from confidering this as a fubject of 
complaint; arid I thould-be glad that it could-be 
afcribed to the wifdom of the French govern- | 
ment. . Lhe. object of a government that forms 


a party in a foreign nation, is to influence its 
et acts, and to controul it by inksigt The 
object is ag deftitute of juttice as ‘df magnanimity; ; 
it: undermines:the. independence. of the foreign 
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{tate, and. the rights of nations; and its means 
are of the. moft odious nature, being no other 
than the fowing.of corruption and domeftic dif- 
fenfions in the country. . Where fuch purpofes 
can be obtained, by fuch means, deteftable as one 
and the other are, the fuccefs can be but tem- 
porary. They are foon countermined by the ufe 
of the fame means by the ry “ nation; and the 
only certain effect they leave behind is the de- 
prayity and confequent misfortunes of the people 
among whom they are practifed. Although I 
hazard the diferac ace of being deemed romantic 
in my fentiments on this fubject, I am not the 
lefs willing to. declare, that 1 confider generofity, 
good,faith, and found morals as the means of fuc- 
cefs the moft efficacious and eafily applied, in 
politics as well as in private conduct. How 
much is the power of a nation augmented, in the 
character it acquires, that demands nothing that 
is not juft, and that gives in its treaties with 
other nations even more than is demanded. ‘The 
intrigues of a rival nation with any of its allies 
will be. more readily and. perfectly defeated by a 
frank and plain conduct, than by an imitation 
of thofe intrigues, which, in truth, places the 
nation that Saolov: them in a ftate of real hof- 
tility with that to whom it is even then, by its 

author making profeilions of friendfhip. The 
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reputation and importance of moft cabinets, and 
moft ambafladots, no doubt, would be infinitely 
reduced, if they were compelled to renounce 
their intrigues, but the. interefts of {tates, and 
the happinefs of the people would as certainly 
be greatly increafed ; and it is a matter that Tcan 
not queftion, that, if a regard to integrity is in- 
capable of working a revolution in the policy of 
cabinets, fuch a revolution will inevitably be 
brought about by the natural progrefs of know- 
ledge, which cannot fail to prove its utility, — 

Although the ele@ions for offices in the fede- 
ral government, and thofe in the feveral {tates, 
are under the influence of party, my reader muft 
not conclude that the inhabitants of the United 

tates univerfally range themfelves on the fide 
of one or other of the parties. Many are igno- | 
rant of their motives and objects; and a great 
number of others regard them with indifference, 
having no other intention than to return the 
candidate moft proper for the office, and permit- 
ting themfelves to’ be dire@ed in their votes by 
fuch as they deem to be better informed on the 
fubjeét than themfelves! The fecurity of li- 
. betty, the independence of the United States, 
and the prefervation of the prefent form of go- 
yernment, are the objects of their attachment; 
and, in general, ‘they live in the pleafing per- 
ae fuafion 
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fuafion that there can be no other fentiment in 
public affairs. : 

A painful recollection of the calamities in- 
flited by England, during their ftruggles for in- 
dependence, and a grateful remembrance of the 
fervices rendered them by France at the fame 
period, are the common fentiments of the coun= 
try; and the partiality for France is, no doubt, 
increafed by the reflection that fhe contends for 
liberty with the enemy that oppofed their inde- 
pendence; and by a.perfuafion that it was in 
America that France was firft taught to love li- 
berty. This preference, however, for the inte- 
tefts of France is by no means fo obftinate as not 
to give way to a conviction, where it is excited, 
that France has defigns upon the independence 
of the United States; and it is by engendering 
fufpicions of that nature, that the party in op- 
pofition to the French interefts, and their writers, 
have endeavoured for a year paft to fhake the 
attachment of the people to the French -caufe. 
To this end. calumnies on the French govern- 
ment, and falfe and infidious conftructions of 
their condu@, have been induftrioufly .{pread 
through America. 

Whatever-has come within my own obferva- 
tion, or I have gathered from others, convinces 
me that I have given a faithful picture of the mafs 
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of the inhabitants. of the American. States, and J 
cannot imagine that it will be faid-—that an af 
feétionate remembrance.of thefhare which France 
had in the eftablifhment of. American independ. 
ence, and the refolution.not to fufier herfelf to 
make. the. flighteft breach in that great work, 
erected asit was with fuch immente cofk, are, 
either one or the other, fentiments difereditable 


to the American people. 


NEW STATES FORMED SINCE THE ADOPTION 
OF "THE CONSTITUTION. | 


At the time of the completion of the new 
conftitution in 1787, and the,firit fittings of the 
new congrefs in 1789, the Union. confifted of no 
more than thirteen {tates ; but, fince. that penod, 
three have been added in the manner prefenbed 
wn fuch .cafes by the conftitution. ». Kentucky, 
which, was.-a diftrict dependent.on the. State of 
Virginia, was raifed into a ftate by an act of con: 
grefs, of the 4th of February 1791; and ,Ver- 
mont, which was a part of New Hampfhire, was 
erécted into a ftate on the 18th of June in the 
fame year; and, on the 1ft of June 1796, Ten: 
neflee, formerly part of North Carolina, and after 
the acceptance of the «conftitution voluntarily 


ceded by that ftate to the Union, under the name 
| of 
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of The Government of the Territories on the South 
of the Ohio, was alto declared an independent 
{tate. 

The province of Maine, part of the State of 
Maffachufetts, has demanded to be erected imto 
a feparate ftate; and will probably be ‘declared 
fuch in the firft or fecond feffion of the next cop 
grefs, and it 1s to be expected that the Union, if 
it preferves its independence, will at, length con~ 
fift of a greater number of ftates than at prefent, 
by portions of territory being difmembered from 
the ftates of the gréateft extent, and erected into 
independent ftates. 

Befides the fixteen {tates which at prefent form 
the Union, there is an immenfe tract of land, 
bearing the name of TheTerritory on the North- 
Weft of the Ohio, which is attached as a diftrict to 
the fovereignty of the Union, and is under the 
immediate jurifdiction of the congrets. The act 
which formed this territory into a diftri¢t under 
the old congrefs, on the ift of July 1787, was 
afterwards modified by the new conititution. 
A-governor, a fecretary, and three judges, ap- 
pointed by the prefident of the United States, the 
firft for three years and the others for four, ‘com- 
pofe the provifional government of this territory ; 
which, although it includes more than two hun- 
dred and fifty millions of acres, contains only 
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four thoufind white people. -The Indians (orp, 
the greater part of its population ; ‘but even “thei 
numbers arenot great. By a law of the old cone 
grefs, of the 13th of July 1787, this territory was 
authorifed to chufe-a- legiflative aflembly when 
its populaton of white people fhould amount to 
“fty thoufend. The fame law included other jj. 
beral regulations, affociating the Territory on the 
North-Wefi of the Ohio with the reft of America 
m the rights granted by the conftitution. It alf 
enjomed the imhabitants to obferve ‘a yuit and. 
friendly conduct towards the Indians. © It prohi- 
bited the furchafe of lands from the Indians by 
individuals without the exprefs authority of con- 
grefs; anddeclared that this territory fhould bear 
its fhare ir the expences of the federal govern- 
ment, andin the payment of the debts of the 
Union. 


ELECTIONOF THE PRESIDENT, AND THE YICE- 
PRESIDENT, OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The election of the prefident of ‘the United 
States being a fubje& of the moft weighty im- 
portance inthis country, and it haying happened 
that I was n America when an election to that 
high officé took place, Iam perfuaded there are 
many details relative to the fubjeét that: will be 
given here with advantage. 


| The 


i 


NEN netmeennnnt a Tom wt i 


THE UNITED STATES; CANADA, &c. 349 


The -conttitution; in the article on the-execu- 
tive power, having determined -the “conditions 
required for the office of. prefident, and the ex- 
tent and duration of its powers, enjoins the,mode 
of election to the refpective offices. of prefident 
and vice-prefident ; but 1 will not again ¢ite, the 
text, which -will be found in the firft feciiom of 

the fecond article of the conftitution. 

On the 13th of September 1788, the old con- 
grefs, having received the ratification of the.con- 
ftitution from eleven ftates; and the other forms 
pre(cribed for its ratification being complied with, 
declared the conftitution to be in force. It ap- 
pointed the firft Wednefday of the following 
January, for the choofing the electors in the dif- 
ferent ftates that had ratified the conftitution, 
which electors were to nominate the’ prefident ; 
and the firft Wednefday in the February follow- 
ing, for the aflembling of the electors in the fe- 
yeral ftates, to chufe the prefident ; and the firtt 
Wednefday of March, for the affembling of the* 
new congrefs at New York, (at that time the feat 
of the government), when the feveral branches 
of the government were to commence their pro- 
ceedings under the new conftitution. 

George Wafhington was elected prefident, on 
the firft Wednefday in February 1789 ; and en- 
tered on the exercife of his functions, with the 
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other authorities, on the firft Wednefday of the 
following March. He had been prefident of the 
convention: his name had refounded in every 
part ‘of America; the gratitude and veneration 
of the public were not only his due, but cagerly 
accorded to him; and his election was without 4 
diffenting voice. John Adams was at the fame 
time elected vice-prefident. 

The conftitution, in furnifhing the Leiter 
with a general rule for the election of prefident 
and vice-prefident, had not provided for every 
kind of vacancy that might occur, but had com- 
mitted that tafk to the legiflature; and I think 
if ‘neceflary to give the law as it exifts at prefent 


on that fubject. 


LAW RELATIVE TO THE ELECTION OF THE 
PRESIDENT AND VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES, PASSED IN CONGRESS ON” 
THE FIRST OF MARCH 1792, IN VIRTUE OF 
AN ARTICLE OF THE CONSTITUTION. 


Sec?. 1ft. The cafe of the eeion of prefi- 
dent or vice-prefident of the United States before 
the ufual period of ele&ion, which cafe is here- 
inafter provided for, being excepted, the electors 
for the chufing the prefident and vice-prefident 
fhall be named within thirty-four days immedi- 

ately 
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ately preceding the firft Wednefday of Decem- 
ber, 1792 ; and thenceforth, within thirty-four 
days immediately preceding the firft Wednefday 
of December in the fourth year after the laft 
elections’ The: faid electors ‘fhall be equal in 
number to that‘of the ~fenators and sreprefenta- 
tives in’ congrefs, of which the feveral {tates fhall 
have a right'to compofe their deputation, at the 
time when the prefident and vice-prefident to be 
chofen fhall enter into-‘office: provided that, if 
the new apportioning .of reprefentatives, in virtue 
of the new enumeration of the inhabitants, fhall 
not take place before the period for chufing the 
electors, then the number of electors fhall be pro- 
portioned ito'the number of fenators and repre- 
fentatives of the prefent congrefs. 

Seé?. 2d. “The electors fhall aflemble and vote 
on the firtt Wednefday of December, in-each 
ftate, at’ fuch place ‘as ‘fhalb be named ‘by °the 
leviflature of ‘the {tate ;- and fhall draw up and 
fign three’ certificates of their refpective votes, 
and fhall fold up-and-feal the fame feparately, . 
and {hall indorfe upon’the-cover of ¢ach packet’a 
declaration, that it:contains a litt of the votes of 
the ftate for the prefident and vice-prefident ; 
and every €léeGor, or the majority of electors, fhall 
appoint by ballot:the perfon to whom’ they’ will 
entruft one of the faid'certificates, to be by him 
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conveyed to the prefident of the fenate, at the 
place of refidence of the government, before the 
firft Wednefday of the January following; and 
fhall addrefs another of the faid certificates, by 
the poft, to the prefident of the fenate; at the 
place of refidence of the government; and hall 
tran{mit the third of the faid certificates to the 
judge of the diftrict in which their aflembly thal 
be held. 

Seéi. 3d. ‘The executive power in ed ftate 
fhall caufe to be drawn up, and properly certified, 
three lifts of the names of the -electors of the 
ftate, and fhall tranfmit the -fame to the elector — 
before the firft Wednefday of December; and 
the electors fhall add one of the faid lifts to each 
of the before-mentioned lifts of their votes. 

Seé?. 4th. In the cafe of a lift of the votes of 
a {tate not arriving at the place of refidence of 
the government on the -firft Wednefday in Ja- 
nuary, the fecretary of {tate fhall difpatch an ex- 
prefs to the judge of the diftrict of fuch fiate, in 
whofe-hands the third certificate thal] have been — 
depofited, who. fhall: tranfmit it. by the fame — 
“meflenger to the place of refidence of the go- 
-vernment. ; 

Sec?. 5th. The congrefs fhall commence its 
fittings on the fecond Wednefday of February, 
..1793; and thenceforth, on the fecond Wednefday 
of 
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of the February following each affembly of elec- 
tors; and the certificates, or as many of them as 
{hall have arrived, fhall be opened, the votes 
counted, and names of the perfons elected to fill 
the offices of prefident and vice-prefident de- 
clared and proclaimed, according to the forms 
of the conftitution. rc 

Seé?. 6th. In the cafe of the prefide nt of the 
{enate not being prefent at the place of refidence 
ot the government, on the arrival of perfons 
charged with the lifts of the votes of the eleors, 
fuch perfon fhall deliver the lifts to the fecretary 
of ftate, who fhall carefull, y preferve them, and 
remit them as foon as soffible to the prefident of 
the fenate. 

Seét. “th. The perfons appainted by the eleé 
tors to, convey the lifts to. the pretident of the 
fenate, fhall receive, at the time of delivering the 
faid lifts, fifteen pence per mile for the diftance, 
by the high road; from the place of election to 
the refidence.of the goyernment. 

Sec?. 8th. If any perfon, being appointed to 
convey the votes of the electors to the prefident 
of the fenate, and having accepted that truit, 
fhall neglect to difcharge the fame, he thall incur 

a: penalty of one thoufand dollars. 

Sec?. oth. Inthe cafe of the removal, death, 
refignation, or incapacity to fill his office, of the 
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prefident or vice-prefident, the provrfzonal pref. 
dent of the fenate, or, where no duch officer has 
been appointed, the fpe: aker of the-houfe of! re 
prefentatives, fhall fulfil the duties of prefident 
of the United States, or vice-prefident, until the 
prefident or vice-prefident fhall refume his func. 
tions, or a new election fhall take place. 

Seéz. 10th. When the offices of prefident and 
vice-prefident fhall become vacant at the fame 
time, the fecretary of {tate fhall give notice of 
the fame to the executive power of each ftate ; 
and fhall publifh the faid notice in. one gazette at 
leaft of each ftate, in which it thal! be declared 
that the electors for the prefident of the United 
States will be appointed or chofen in the feveral’ 
{tates, within the thirty-four days immediately 
preceding the firft Wednefday of the month of 
December following, provided a fpace of two 
months fhall intervene between the date of fuch 
notice, and the firft Wednefday of the Decem- 
ber following; but when the faid fpace of time 
fhall not fo intervene, or if the term for which 
the tate prefident and vice-prefident were elected 
does not expire on the third day of March fol- 
lowing, then the fecretary of ftate fhall declare 
in fuch notice that the eleGors are to be ap-' 
pointed or chofen within the thirty-four days 
immediately. preceding the -firft: Wednefday of 

December 
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December in the following year; and the electors 
fhall be appointed accordingly, and fhall proceed 
as is provided in this act. 

Sec?. 11th. The only evidence that fhall be 
required of the refufal to accept the office of 
prefident or yice -prefident, or refignation of either 
of the faid offices, fhall be a declaration in writing 
to that effect, figned by the perfon refufing to 
accept or refigning fuch office, which fhall be 
tran{mitted to and depofited in the office of the 
fecretary of {tate. 

Sec?. 12th. The term for which the prefident 
and vice-prefident fhall be chofen fhall be four 
years; commencing, in all cafes, on the 4th of 
March following the day of the election. 

By the provifions of this law, as well-as thofe 
of the. conftitution, the power of declaring the 
manner of nominating the electors who were to 
choofe the prefident and vice- prefident, was left 
to the legiflatures of the feveral ftates; and the 
refult was, that a uniform mode was not adopted. 
In fome of the ftates the people were left to no- 
minate the ¢leéfors, in the fame manner. as they 
voted for other offices; in others, that power 
was confided to the legiflatures themfelves. The 
following is. a ftatemcent fhewing which of thefe 
modes was adopted by cach ftate refpectively. 
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States in which the Electors for the Prefident and 
Vice-prefident of the United States are named 
by the People. 


Maflachufetts. Kentucky. 
Pennfylvania. South Carolina, 
Virginia. Georgia. 
Tenneflee. 


States in which the Electors for the Prefident and 
Vice-prefident of the United States are named by 
the Legiflature. 


Vermont. Delaware. 
New Hampfhire. New Jerfey. 

'  Conneéticut. Maryland. 
Rhode Ifland. North Carolina. 


New York. 


t-1s certainly a circumftance at. which one 
can fcarcely exprefs too much furprife, that @ 
public act, including an intereft fo weighty and 
general as that of the choice of prefident, fhould 
not be conducted on uniform principles through- 
out the ftates; and that the privilege of nomr 
nating the electors fhould not univerfally refide 
in the people. The advocates for its refiding in 
ihe legiflatures contend, that the legiflatures, be- 
; | ing 





THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 357 


ing chofen by the people, and for a fhort period, 
their nomination of electors is, in fa, that of 
the people; and that the nomination of electors 
being always at a ftated period, the people, when 
they choofe the legiflature, have it before their 
eyes that it has the electors to name, and there- 
fore are called to vote for fuch members as they 
imagine may be entrufted with that funétion. 
Their opponents maintain, that the election of 
the prefident and vice-prefident by the people, 
in an immediate and direct manner, is an in- 
alienable right, and which it was the intention of 
the conftitution to ratify; that the conttitution, 
in leaving it to the feveral legiflatures to declare 
the manner of nominating the eleGors, had in 
view only the place and time of their affembling, 
and neyer meant to intrench upen one of the 
moft facred rights of the people ; and that, al- 
though the legiflatures are, chofen for a fhort pe- 
riod, and the time of nominating the electors is 
fixed, fo that the people may always, in their 
choice of the members of the legiflature, keep 
in mind that particular truft, yet the fun@tions 
of legiflator and of eleGtor are fo abfolutely dif- 
tinct, that the man who is the moft proper for 
one may be extremely unfit for the other. 

Mr. Wafhington was a fecond time chofen 
prefident of the United States, on the firft Wed- 
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nefday in December 17 g2, but ‘not unanimoutly, 
as in the former inftance, an’ oppofition already 
beginhing to fhew itfelfin the’Union. He had, 
however, a majority, which was the greater, 
becaufe many of thofe in oppofition perceiving 
that he would be chofen in defpite of ‘their ef. 
forts, did not declare openly againft him, while 
fome of that party even gave him ‘their yote, 
John Adams was again elected vice-prefident, 
with a majority that greatly exceeded the votes — 
of any of the other candidates. 

In the month of October 1796, Mr. Wath- 
ington publicly declared his refolution of retinng, 
on account of infirmities of age, and requefted 
his friends and adherents not to nominate him. 

The fcrutiny for prefident and vice-prefident 
was made in a fitting held for that purpofe, ac- 
cording to the terms of the law. The fenate 
haying come down to the chamber occupied by 
the reprefentatives, took their feats on the right, 
as is the cuftom when the two houfes unite for 
particular objects. ‘The vice-prefident, acting in 
his capacity of prefident of the fenate, was feated 
in a chair on the right of that occupied by the 
fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives. The 
chairs of the prefident of the fenate, and the 
{peaker of the houfe of reprefentatives, ftood upon 
4 plattorm, elevated for the purpofe, One com- 

miffiener, 
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niifioner, appointed by the fenate, and two by 
the other houfe; fat at a table at the foot of the 
platform ; and the feeretaries of the two houfes 
were refpectively placed at-tables that of the fe- 
nate’on the ¥ight, and the othér on the left of 
the platform,” and immediately below it. The 
fecretary of the fenate having read the law re- 
gulating the mode of opening the fcrutiny, and 
the inftruments of the two houfes refpectively 
appointing the commiffioners, the vice-prefident 
fucceffively drew from two boxes, which {tood 
before him, the votes from the feveral {tates for 
the nomination of prefident and vice-prefident of 
the United States. The votes, together with 
papers relative to the election, were fealed up in 
a packet from cach ftate, agrecable to the law of 
the 1ft of March, 1792. The vice-prefident, 
having broken the feals, read the general return 
of the election of each ftate, certifyingits va- 
lidity ; after which, the fecretary of the fenate 
declared the feveral votes of the electors, and read 
their feveral fignatures. All the papers were 
then, by order of the vice-prefident, handed to 


the commiffioners, who mutually examined and 


checked the whole, and feverally made entries of 
the votes for each candidate... Mr. SrpGwick, 
the commiffioner of the fenate, having compared 
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and checked his hft with thofe of Mr. Sp. 
GREAVE and My. Parker, the commiffioner 
of the houfe of reprefentatives, read aloud the 
general fummary of the returns, in the order jp 
which the feveral packets had been opened by 
the prefident.. ‘The following is a copy of the 


fim mary, 
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Names of the 
States. 








New Hampfhire 


Maffachufetts 
Rhode Ifland 
Connecticut 
Vermont 

New York 
New Jerfey 
Pennfylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Virginia 
Kentucky 
Teneffee 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 


Georgia 





| 
Total I71'59 68 
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The vace-prefident ti then declared, that in yi. 
‘tue of the conftitution, the candidate having the 
greateft number of votes above an abiohae: ma- 
jority of the electors, was the perfon appointed to 
be prefident ; and that the total number of elec. 
tors being one hundred and thirty-nine, the can- 
didate having feventy-one votes was in. the pre= 
fent cafe duly elected. | 

As the choice fell upon himfelf, and by his 
prefent. office it became his | duty’ to proclaim 
himfelf prefident, he betrayed evident figns of 
embarraffment; and did net recover from. hs 
agitation till attcr fome moments of filence; 
ek he declared, that John Adams, haying fe- 
venty-one votes, 2 number beyond an abfolute 
majority required by the conftitution, and noltan- 
didate haying more vatess poem Adams. ‘was 
elected and proclaimed pre ident of the United 
and that Thomas J efferfon, 
having fixty-eight votes,) and no other candidate 
having the fame number, was clected. and pro- 
claimed vice-prefident, for the fame term of four 
years. He concluded this concife proclamation, 
by befeeching the Almighty to favour and protect 
the objects of the election. | 

The functions of the new prefident were not - 
to commence till the 4th of March; and John 
Adams, in his quality of y ice-prefident, continued 

to , 


States for four years 
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to be prefident of the fenate. Fifteen days after- 
wards, he requefted that houfe to name a provi- 
fional prefident, that he might employ the inter- 
val in’ preparing for the funétions of his high 
office. 

The feeretary of ftate, whofe duty it was to 
inform Mr. Jefferfon of his nomination to the 
office of vice-prefident, fent an expre{s to him for 
that purpofe, and at the fame time a duplicate of 
the difpatch by the regular poft.” The precaution 
turned out to be neceflary; for the extraordinary 
meffenger fell fo fuddenly “and extremely ill, at 
the diftance of forty miles from Philadelphia, 
that he was not even able to declare the object of 
his difpatches ; and it was by the poft that Mr. 
Jefferfon received the account of his nomination. 
Mr, Jefferfon proceeded. to Philadelphia, and on 
the 4th of March the new members of the exe- 
cutive authority’entered on their functions. 

The houfe of reprefentatives, which by the 
conftitution was diffolved on the 3d of March of 
its fecond year, no longer exifted. The con{titu- 
tion, in preferibing to the new prefident the ne- 
ceffity of taking the oath before he entered on 
the exercife of his functions, had not declared at 
what time, or in what manner, or before whom 
the oath was to be taken. John Adams followed 
the example of his predeceflor; he repaired to 

the 
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the houfe of. reprefentatives, preceded by the 
fheriffs, marfhals, and other officers, and placed 
himfelf in the chair occupied by the fpeaker 
during the fittings of the houfe.. Such members 
of the fenate as remained in the town, took their 
ordinary feats; the other feats were filled with 
fpectators, among whom were many ladies. Mr, 
Jefferfon, the new vice-prefident, placed himfelf 
at the foot of the platform on the right, and the 
late fpeaker of the houfe of reprefentatives on 
the left. In the front, and round a table, were 
four of the judges of the fupremeé court of the 
United States,among whom was Mr. E:swortn, 
the chief juftice. The galleries and tribunes were 
crowded. ‘The foreign mijnifters, although not 
formally invited, attended without ceremony, 
and, with many others, ftood’ behind the plat- 
form. The prefident, the fimplicity of whofe 
drefs was not diftinguifhed by any thing buta 
black ‘cockade anda fword, pronounced a dif- 
courfe, in which he declared his political faith ; 
after which, having defcended from the platform, 
he repeated, in a loud voice, the ufual oath, after 
the chief-juftice, and kiffed the book of the evan- 
geli{ts, and then returned to the platform. Ina 
fhort time after, he retired, preceded by the 
officers who accompanied him on his entrance. 


Nothing 
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Nothing can be more fimple than the cere- 
mony of this inftallation ; but this very fimplicity 
has fomething in it fo delightful, fo noble, and 
fo nearly refembling the grandeur of antiquity, 
that it commands our reverence, and feizes upon 
our worthieft affections. I fpeak at leaft of the 
effect it produced on my feelings. This change 
of the perfons exercifing the moft awful functions 
of the ftate, with fo little pomp, but with fo 
ereat folemnity ; and which places a man who, 
the evening before, was among the crowd of 
fimple citizens, at the head of the government, 
while he who held the firft office of the {tate 
the preceding evening, is returned again to the 
clafs of finiple citizens—is full of the qualities 
that conftitute true greatnefs. 

The prefence of the late prefident, who mingled 
with the other {pectators of this fcene, added to 
its intereft, and compleated the greatnefs of its 
effect. 

Mr. Jefferfon, having returned to the chamber 
of the fenate, took the oath, in prefence of the 
members and the fecretary; having firft pro- 
nounced a fhort difcourfe, full of talent and wif- 
dom, and which received the approbation of all 
who did not attend with a refolution to be diffa- 
tisfied with Mr. Jefferfon’s condud. 


DFPART- 
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DEPARTMENTS OF THE EXECUTIVE POWER, fy 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATEs, 


There are three departments in the executiye 
government—the department of ftate, that of 
finances, and that of war. A perfon, who bears 
the title of fecretary of the department, is af the 
head of each; they act under the authority of | 
the prefident, who may avail himfelf of their 
councils when he thinks proper, but is not com- 
pelled to do fo. 

An attorney-general of the United States js at 
tached to the executive government ; whofe fune- 
tions are, to profecute in the fupreme court of 
the States, all fuits in which the government of 
the Union is interefted, and to give his opinion 
on matters relative to law to the prefident, when 
he demands it; and to the heads of the feyveral 
departments, in law matters concerning the de- 
partment, when it is required of him. Haws 
that have pafled fince the creation of the office 
of aftorney-gencral of the United States, have 
appointed the perfon who fills that’ office, one of 
the commifiioners of the finking fund, and for 
the reduction of the national debt. 

He is permitted, in common with the attor- 
nies-general of the feveral ftates, to purfue his 
profeifion in the affairs of individuals. 

JUDICATURE. 
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JUDICAT URE. 


The judicature of the United States is com- 
pofed of courts of diarict, courts of circuit, and 
a fupreme court ; and thefe have exclufive jurif- 
diGion-of all fuits that affect the interefts of the 
Union, The courts of diftrict are held m every 
fate four times a year, by a judge appointed by 
the general government, and refiding for that 


fy 


{,, P ie +f f=) 4 2» es aq > yr = ae ss 
yUurpoe in the itate. LDC take cognizan Ice OL 


| nated 


crimes and offences againft the general laws of 
the Union, committed within the diftrict, or_on 
the fea within its jurifdiction, when the penalty 
does not excced thirty ftripes with a whip, or 
the payment of a hundred dollars; and of all 
caufes belongmg to the admiralty, including fe1- 
zures made in purfuance of the laws of the gene- 
ral'goyernment relative to imports, commerce, 
or navigation, when fuch feizures are made with- 
jn their jurifdiction. They have alfo cognizance, 
in conjunction with the courts of the particular 
ftate, and the courts of circuit, of caufes in which 
foreigners complain of wrongs done in violation 
of the law of nations, or in violation of any treaty 
of the United States; and of all caufes to be de- 
termined by the common law, in. which the ge- 
neral government is the plaintiff, and when the 
objects in difpute do not excee ed the value of a 
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hundred dollars. The courts of diftrid have 
alfo exclufive cognizance of fuits againft confuls 
and vice-confuls. All caufes determined by the 
courts of diftri¢t, except thofe concerning the 
admiralty, are tried by jury. : 
The courts. of circuit are held by a judge of 
the fupreme court, and judges of the diftrid, 
The United States are divided into three circuits; 
the eaftern circuit, comprifing the ftates on the 
eaft, extending to, but exclufive of New York; 
the midland circuit, comprifing the ftates of 
New York, New Jerfey, Pennfylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, and Virginia ; and the fouthern circuit, 
comprifing the ftates to the fouth of Virginia. 
Courts of circuit’ are beld twice a year in each 
ftate: they have cognizance, in conjunction with 
the courts of the different ftates, of all civil caufes, 
where the matter in difpute amounts to the value 
of five hundred dollars, independent of the ex 
pences of the fuit, and in which the Union ts 
interefted, or a foreigner is a party, or the dif 
pute is between citizens of different ftates; and 
an exclufive cognizance of all criminal matters 
committed againft the Union. They are allo 
courts of appeal fr from the judgment of the courts 

of diftrict. | 
The fupreme court of the Union is compofed 
of a chief-juftice, and fiye judges, which latter 
have 
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have rank among themfelves, according to the 
dates of their appointment ; it holds its fittings 
twice a year, at the place which is the feat of the 
government; it has exclufive jurifdiction over all 
civil. caufes where any one of the ftates is a party, 
except where the adverfe party is a citizen of 
the fame ftate ; and over all fuits inftituted againft 
foreign ambafladors or envoys, or their domettics, 
confiftently with the law of nations. Its jurif- 
diction extends alfo; but not exclufively, to fuits 
in which an ambaflador or other foreign minifte 
is plaintiff, or in which confuls or vice-confuls 
are interefted. It is a general court of appeal 
from the judgmént of the courts of circuit, or of 
the different tribunals of the feveral ftates. 

All the federal courts have authority to make 
tules to regulate proceedings before them, and 
to adminifter oaths. 

The attorney-gencral of the United States, 
who mutt refide at the feat of government, con- 
ducts the caufes of the government in the fu- 
preme court ; and a counfel appointed by the ge- 
neral government refides in each ftate or diftrict, 
to conduct in the courts of diftri¢t and courts of 
circuit criminal and civil caufes on behalf of the 
government. 

The diftance of the ftates of Kentucky and 
Tennefflee, and of the province of Maine, from 
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the feat of the federal government, making it tre 
convenient to hold courts of circuit in them, 
their courts of diftriGt are authorifed to exercife 
the jurifdiction belon sing to the courts of circuit, 
except in cafes of ap ppeal, which are carried be- 
fore the fupreme federal court. The fame ay- 
thority is given to the courts of diftrict in ‘the 
territories of the north-weft, whrch as yet are not 
formed into a ftate. 

The juries that ferve in the federal courts are 
chofen according to the forms obferved m the 
refpective ftates where thefe courts happen to be 
held. 

CRIMINAL JURISPRUDENCE, 


The crimes and offences of which the federal 
tribunals take cognizance, are only fuch asare 
committed againft the Union, or committed i 
territories 
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under the immediate jurifdiction of the 
Union. In the firft clafs are—treafons; rebel- 
lions; refufal to pay impofts enjoined by the 
Union ; fmuggling; frauds committed by officers 
of the revenue, in matters of revenue; m 4 
word, every offence againft laws pafled by the 
congrefs. In the fecond clafs are—crimes and 
offences committed on the feas, or in forts o 
rfenals belonging to the Union; and, in cale of 
hd feat of government being removed to Fede- 

u-city, all crimes and offences, of what nature 
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foever, committed in that city, or in a diftri@ 
furrounding it of ten miles {quare. 

The crime of treafon, as it is defined by the 
conftitution ; wilful murders, committed in forts, 
arfenals, &c. belonging to the Union, or com- 
mitted on board of American ean in the open 
feas, or in the feveral roads: the treacl hery of 
matters difpofing of veffels or cargoes committed 
to their charge, for their own profit, or déliveri he 
fuch vefiels to pirates; a co Aftsirat'y of failors to 
prevent the mafter from defending himfelf avainit 
pirates ; piracies committed by citizens of the 
United States, under foreign colours, on the vef- 
fels or cargoes belonging to the Union, or to ci- 
tizens of the Union: forging of national fecuri- 
ties; debafing of money by officers of the mint, 
or thefts committed by them of gold or filver 
coin from the mint; theft of mone y or notes 
from letters, made by the letter-carriers of the 
poft offices; and the robbery or opening of the 
mail on the highways, or the rob bery of them in 
the poft offices, or ope ning of them by perfons 
hot authorifed—are crimes punifhed with death. 

Robbery, and the receiv ing of ftolen goods, are 
punifhed with whipping, which is never to ex- 
ceed thirty-nine ftripes ; and forging of bills of 
lading, fhip’s books, or regifters, or other fuch 
documents, are punifhed with the pillory, and 
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imoprifonment not to exceec more than three 
yeat 


¢ 

All other crimes and offences againft the gene- 
ral government, inclu ding dealings in the flaye 
trade, which the laws of the Union prohibit, are 
punifhed by fines and imprifonment of various 


cacerees. 
Aichoach the criminal jurifprudence of the 
Union cannot be charged with cruelty, when 


compart red with that of mof: ftates of Europe, 


efpecially England, one is not the lefs. furprifed 


to fee, a a code abounding \ wth the punifhments 
of whipping, the pullory, and death, that fine and 


Cs 
imprifonment are the onl 1ifhments for the 
2 ° mo re i im om 

crimes of wilfully {! itting fis noies, tongues, or 


o 
4 


Cars Of a human being. 

[ cannot prevail on myfelf to believe, that the 
congrefs will not, ere it be long, infufe into its 
jurifprudence the benign temper of the legiflature 
of Pennfylvania, whofe example has been follow- 
ed by many other of the ftates. Independent of 


+* ] : ~ . 
the great moral and political motives which te- 


z 


} 


commend that conduct to the federal goverm- 


ment, it muft at length be noved by the hard 

and cruel contraft of puniiusiens inflicted in 

the fame Bet and for the fame fpecies of crimé 
: 


accoraing as the fente nce heppens to be pafled 


by the tribunals of the federal government, or 
thofe 
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thofe of the refpective ftates—for the fentence of 
a federal court is executed in the place where it 
is pafled. This contraft is painful in an un- 
common degree at Philadelphia; where the 
Union having no prifon peculiar to itfelf, crimi- 
nals fentenced by the federal courts to impri- 
fonment are confined in the fame prifon with 
offenders fentenced by the courts of Pennfylvania, 
but are not permitted to partake of the bene- 
fits of the humane and falutary regulations of 


that {tate in its prifons. 


CIVIL JURISPRUDENCE. 


The laws of the Union in civil matters, like 
thofe_ of the feveral ftates, are for: the mot part 
the Englifh laws, accompanied with all the de- 
lays and intricacie s artfing from complicated and 
difficult forms. It would be a great benefit con- 
ferred on the American people, to fimplify the 
proceedings, and even many of the p pene s of 
the law; and it is a reform fometimes talked of, 
but the undertaking is great and difcour aging’. 
The lawyers, educated in the principles of this 
embarrafled code, and accuftomed to its practices, 
would reluctantly change them: for others; and 
it 18 to be fuppofed the ereater part of them are 
fo perfuaded of the fuperior excellence of the 


fy {tem, that they would oppofe the introduction 
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of any other; and it 1s to be remembered that 
law-fuits, although ruinous to clients, are the 
harveft of lawyers.. This clafs of men compofes 
much more th an half of the legiflature of the 
Union, as well as of the legiflatures of the different 
ftates; and thefe, | am afraid, are too powerful 
reafons to permit. us to hope for any fpeedy te- 
form in the law. 

One of the moft remarkable laws of the Union 
is that relative to flavery; but it may be confi- 
dered as {pringing from principles of policy, ta 
ther than calito reafons of jurifprudence. 
We have feen that the conftitution permitted, 
11/1 1808, the importation, in the feveral flates, of - 
fuch perfons as, till that period, the feveral flats 
Should judge it expedient to permit to be imported; 
and by this defcription the conftitution meant to 
defignate /laves; which temporary. countenance 
given to the flave trade the conftitution could 
not openly acknowledge, without an abfurd con- 
tradiction of the liberal principles it had pres 
mifed; nor could it openly prohibit the flaye 
trade, without a certainty of the law being op- 
pofed by the fouthern ftates. By this vague de- 
fignation the framers of the conftitution crept out 


of this embarraffment; and, however grofs the 
fubterfuge may be, we can {carcely blame them; 
fince, while they preferved the exiftence of the 

Union 
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Union at the difficult period when the conftitu- 
tion was framed, ‘they named a term not far 
diftant for the extin¢tion of that deteftable traffic. 

In 1796, the congrefs paffed a law, prohibit- 
ing American veffels to carry flaves, under the 
penalty of two thoufand dollars, and confifcation 
of the flaves and veffels; and this law, although 
fometimes eluded; is for the greater part rigor- 
oufly enforced, of which I haye feen. many ins 
tances during my ftay in America. It is even 
dificult and expenfive to clude it; for the Qua- 
kers: purfue offenders again{t this law with in- 
credible activity and inveteracy. The merchants 
who make the attempt muft: provide falfe bills 
of lading, and make oath that the cargo is the 
property of foreign merchants, and employ others 
to take the fame oath; and allthis is attended 
with great expence. | 

A law of 1793, prohibits the giving of an 
afylum to any perfon engaged to ferye another, 
ordaining a fine to be levied upon all offenders 
in this’ cafe, and declaring, that the perfon whe 
flies from his matter fhall be liable to be fent back 
to him. In this law the congrefs avoided the 
ufe of the word flaves, although it was to pro- 
vide agaimft the flight or concealment of flaves 
that it was pafled, there being little. reafon for 
apprehenfions about domeftics engaged fora term, 
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The jurifprudence of the Union relative to flayeg, 


is confined to thefe twu articles. 


DEPARTMENT GF STATE. 


The department of {tate is alfo that of foreign 
affairs, which indeed form its principal bufinefy, 
The fecretary of {tate, who is at the head of this 
department, is the keeper of the feals of the 
Union. It is his office to counterfign the laws, 
and to promulgate them; he has the cuftody of 
the papers of the old congrefs, and has other 
functions; but his principal employment is to 
tranfact affairs with foreign powers. The ex- 
pences incurred for foreign affairs amounted, for 
the four firft years after the ratification of the new 
con{titution, to no more than forty thoufand 
dollars annually. Since that period the number 
of the minifters and confuls of the Union in {o- 
reign countries being encreafed, the ordinary an- 
nual expences for foreign affairs have amounted 
to fixty thoufand dollars; and the expences at- 
tending the execution of the different. treaties 
made by the Union during the laft three years, 
have occafioned the granting of extraordinaries 
greatly exceeding the amount of ordinary ex- 
pences. The treaty with Algiers coft the Union 
more than nine hundred thoufand dollars.. The 


amount of expences, ordinary and extraordinary, 
| for 
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for foreign affairs, from the year 1790 to this 
time, is more than two millions of dollars. 

I am inclined to believe that the United States 
might have {pared a great part of this expence, 
had their politics been directed with a little more 
wifdom. Nor would the faving of money have 
been the greateft advantage they would Have 
reaped; it is probable they would have been able 
to fhun the interior troubles, with which it is too 
plain they are now menaced; to avoid the very 
delicate and embarrafling fituations in which 
they have more than once been plunged, and 
are now more than ever involved ; to preferve the 
bleffings of peace for many years; to fecure the 
exiftence of the Union, which is the fource of 
their ftrength, and which cannot be fhaken but 
through their connection with foreign countries ; 
in a word, to place out of the reach of danger 
that independence which they won with fo much 
glory to themfelves, the right to which cannot 
be contefted, but which has no longer any real 

-exiftence, except in the mouths of their own 
declaimers. Proud with reafon of having thrown 
off the oppreffive yoke of England, the United 
States were too ready to play a part among the 
nations of Europe; and to involve themfélves in 
the interefts of foreign powers, from which na- 
ture had moft happily feparated them. They 


involyed 
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involved. themfelves in thofe. foreign interes 
the moment they fent munifters to foreign courts, 
and received their minifters in return; from that 

2x0ment they expofed themfelves to the dangers 
that the weak are ¢ placed m relative to the ftrong, 


ia | hesaiaean to the ae of pring 
duplicity, an indifpenfable condition, when he 
who is weak allies himfelf to him. who 14s fitong; 
and the more indifpenfable in politics, inafmych 
as juftice has been hitherto contemmed in that 
art, the will of the more powerful being the only 
law. In receiving foreign muinifters, they gave 
rife to intrigues, the more dangerous, becaufe 
their mafters believed it. to be their intereft to 
difturb their tranquillity, and check their grows 
ing profperity. Ina {tate where political concems 
are as yet little complicated, the refidence of fo- 
reign miuniiters is more mifchievous than in others, 
even when they have receiyed no inftrudions 
from their courts to cultivate intrigues, which 
is a cafe difficult to imagine. They are ready 
enough to render themfedves of importanee, and 
to give confequence to their employments; # 
they fucceed in fome underhand practice, if they 
corrupt a {ecretary of ftate, or fome member of 


the goyernment, if they ave the way for the m- 
fluence and interefts of their courts, or feem 0 


do 
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do fo, they are fure to win the favour of their 
mafters, for courts. will intrigue every where, and 
will have a party wherever they can; and thus 
they pafs for men of talents and induftry ;, and 
while they fow the feeds of difcord in the coun- 
tries where they, refide, they create a title to re- 
wards, and gain a {tep toward preferment.. And 
thefe truths are the more alarming, in proportion 
as the cabinet that fends the ambaflador is ftrong, 
and has an intereft in leflening the power of the 
{tate where he refides, and 1m proportion as that 
contains in it circumftances dangerous to its una- 
nimity; i a word, as it contains more or lefs 
of thofe circumftances whofe combination forms 
the exiftence of the United.States. 
: = The ambaffadors of lefs powerful ftates act on 
the fame principles ; and the application of them 
folely is different. ‘They flatter the opinions of 
their cabinets, and lull them with ftatements in 
which truth is not ftrictly confulted; and thus 
they cultivate, in.their refpective governments, 
opinions and defigns mifchievous to their fubje¢ts. 
If it happens that they belong to a party at home, 
their difpatches take the colour of the party. It 
is a wniverfal paffion to be of impertance in the 
world, but the agents of governments are the 
moft infected by it, They fill their difpatches 
with hearfays, converfations, -fufpicions uttered 
of fome, denunciations againft others, and re- 
ports 
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ports fpringing from their prejudices only, from 
which they draw conclufions that fill the minds 
of their employers with perplexities, confirm 
them in their prejudices, and engage them in 
hafty anc d impolitic meafures. 

When a muinitter is charged with a negocia- 
tion, the danger 1s {till more e imminent, With 
whatever prudence and forefight his cabinet may 
draw up his inftructions, {till they muft melude 
fome latitude. The ambaflador's probity, his 
judgment, and his information, can be the only 
guarantees of his conforming himfelf to his m- 
ftructions. He may even involuntarily exa 
gerate, in his correfpondence, the obftacles he 
has to encounter; he may mifcalculate thelover- 
tures that are made to him, on the part of the 
ftate with whom he treats; if he 1s to be cor- 
rupted, the minifters with whom he has to deal 
will not fail to give him his price, and he will 
confent to a treaty which facrifices fome of the 
articles of his inftructions, or’ imecludes articles 
not to be found in them. In a word, hewill 
agree to fomething contrary to the intentions of 
his court. How many more topics of the fame 
kind might thefe obfervations include?—It i 


true the ratification of fuch a treaty is not ir 
évitable; but the government of a ftate, already 
weak, is not in the fame condition to refufe the 

ratification 
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ratification of a treaty, figned by its ambaffador, 
that a powerful ftate is; and the danger that may 
be incurred by the refufal gives great opportunity 
of intrigue for the ratification of fuch a treaty. 

A weak ftate,; which fends and receives ambaf- 
fadors, and would mingle in the concerns of 
powerful .ftates, can {earcely avoid being drawn 
into a party; its ambition and vanity will often 
hurry it on in a direction contrary to its ufual 
policy ; and it never belongs to fuch a ftate to 
take a part in the differences of othe: govern- 
ments, by which it only hazards its own profpe- 
rity, and fometimes endangers its exiftence. 

Had the United States, after the glonous war 
they had maintained for their independence, 
opened their ports to all nations with equal ad- 
vantages, and permitted their merchants to trade 
wherever their intereft led them, and had been 
wife enough to abftain from all other foreign re- 
lations, they would have approached nearer than 
at prefent to the object they defire, o° bemg a 
powerful government. In the midft of internal 
tranquillity, they might have filled their arfenals, 
fortified their harbours, colle¢ted. timber for the 
building fhips of war, which they need not have 
{ent from their ports till they were {trong enough 
to protect the American flag ; they mght have 
efcaped from their prefent fituation,-in which 

| they 
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they are torn by domettic diffentionsg, {wayed by 
foreign influence, and, in truth, lefs independens 
than they were on the 4th of July, 1776—which 
fituation is the entire refult of the politics of the 
government, for their population is doubled, their 
wealth increafed, and their people induttrious, 
enterprifing, fagacious, and honeft. 

My opinion will, no doubt, find many oppo- 
nents, and more efpecially in America; but if jt 
be well examined, I believe it will find alfo many 


~ 


partizans. Asto myfelf, I am fo penetrated with 


fince my refidence 


the conviction of its folidity, 
here has given me fome knowledge of the affairs 
of the country, that I do not hefitate to pto- 
nounce—that the independence of the {tates, and 
the tranguillity and happineis of the people (4 
people fo worthy of repofe, and {o admirably 
placed by nature to pofiefs a durable repofe), will 
never be enfured till the day in which the go. 
vernment deftroys all political ties with Europe. 
By that policy, it is not perhaps yet too late to 
fecure the profperity of America, although in- 
finite mifchiefs have been occafioned by the fo- 
reign connections the government has cultivatéd 
during the laft fourteen years, 

In expreffing my opinion on the dangers in- 
curred by feeble {tates in their connections with 
powerful ones, it is America, and America in het 

preient 
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prefent fituation, that I have had in view. If 
{mall ftates, fach as Genoa or Geneva, fend am- 
bafladors to powerful nations, it is to folicit pro- 
tection, and to acquire fubfidies ; they are de{- 
tined to be inferior; they can never be a grain in 
the political balance; they may, therefore, with- 
out danger to themfelves, indulge in diplomatic 
vanity. Does it belong to the United States, 
invited by nature and a concurrence of circum- 
{tances to become a Sake nation, but which 
can never ftand in that rank except through the 


medium of a long continued peace, to endan 


set 
that important event by a narrow policy > «Can 
they ever doubt, that they are objects of the hatred 
of their former maiters ?--- " pafiion that is not 
lefs real for being enveloped in the forms of 
amity. Dothey doubt, that the high deftiny to 


+ 


which nature and the period of their birth called 
them, is an object of the jealoufy of the political 
forefight of Europe? Have they not to fear their 
being the aliment of rivalry aniong the European 
powers, in the midft of whofe contefts they can- 
not remain neuter without entire paffivenefs? 
But, as if they had no knowledge of thefe truths, 
they have, without neceffity, and even wilfully, 
{taked all their advantages, and engendered ma- 
ladies which already have tainted the itate and 
threaten to {pread to its vitals, to gratify the vanity 

of 
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of making a figure, while yet 1n infancy, on the 
political theatre, with the old and powerful ftates 
of Europe! It is with nations as with indivi- 
duals, the pees ufe of the genial powers is 
fucceeded by a life of debility and early decrepi- 
tude. 


FINANCES OF THE UNITED STATES$ THRig 
HISTORY, AND PRESENT SITUATION; TAXES: 


g 


REVENUES, &c. 


The new conititution had been contemplated 
and was framed to give the federal government 4 
degree of power, the want of which was daily 
experienced by the former congrefs. Its weak 
nefs was chiefly felt m the levying of taxes, and 
the contributions of the iaeea {tates toward the 
expences of the Union. The demands of the 
war, too greatly difproportioned to the refources 
of the United States, had not been completely 
fatisfied by the loans which France and theit 
other allies furnifhed with a generofity that now 
feems utterly forgotten. ©The congrefs, con- 
vinced as it was of the evils of a paper currency 
which oe no exifting funds for’ its foundation, 
Was neverthelefs forced into a prodigious emuffion 
of that currency, having no guarantee but the 
faith of a public deftitute of all means of repay- 
ment. he paper ifflued by the feveral ftates 


was 
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was 1n fimilat abundance; and throughout it. was 
depreciated élmoft to nothing. This debt..was 
to be univerfilly provided for :. funds were.to be 
found for the expences of the general govern- 
ment ; the receffity for. the creating a.fyftem 
of finance wis apparent; and the.old congrefs, 
feeling the importance of all thefe duties, byra 
dire declaration in 1783, pledged the honour 0: 
the United States for the payment .of all the 
public creditors. The new congrefs, at the clofe 
of its firft feffion, in September 1789, ordered 
the fecretary of the treafury of the Union to lay 
before the legflature, at the commencement of 
the enfuing fedfion, a plan for the ref{toring of 
public credit. Mr. Hamitton, at that’ time 
the fecretary of the treafury, acquitted himéelf of 
this duty, in January 1790; and the congrefs, 
adopting the plan laid before them, paffed a 
law, on-the 4th of Auguft in the fame year, 
whofe object was the payment of the national 
debt. This law funded the debt due to foreign 
nations, as wdl as to the creditors at home; 
adding to the debt, not only a long arrear of in- | 
tereft, but intereft upon intereft. The debt due 
to foreign nations amounted to eleven millions 
nine hundred ind eight thoufand one hundred 
and eighty-eigat dollars: and the domettic del 
to forty millions nine hundred and five thoufand 
Vou, IV. Cec four 
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four hundred and eighty-five dollars; making 
together fifty-two millions eight hundred and 
thirteen thoufand fix hundred.and feventy-three 
dollars. The prefident of the United States was 
authorized to borrow twelve millions of dollars, 
on the beft terms he could obtain, to pay the 
foreien debt. As to the loan to extinguifh the 
domeftic debt, the arrears of intereft, and certifi- 
cates of intereft due, 2 paper then in circulation, 
were teceived as part of it, and funded at an in- 
tereft of three per cent. The capital of the debt, 
comprifing the paper moncy then in circulation, 
sas fanded at an intereft of fix per cent; with 
a provifion that a third of the debt thus funded 
fhould not receive intereft till the expiration of 
ten years, that 1s to fay, till the year 1800, and 
this part of the debt was for that reafon fanded 
under the name of the deferred flock ; while two 
other funds were created, one of three per cemt, 
and one of {ix per cent, to fulfil engagements of 
the ftate. The deferred fiock was to be redeemed 
by the treafury, in the sroportion of eight per 
cent per annum, which provilion was regarded as 
a kind of compenfation for the fufpentfion duriag 
ten years of the payment of the intereft. The 
different funds were redeemable alfo by the com 
refs by annuities for twenty-three years, at eight 
per cent per annum, but which could not in that 
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cafe be afterwards redeemed by any other fund. 
The fame law contained provifions to make the 
Union refponfible for the debts of the different 
ftates. It authorized a loan of twenty-one mil- 
lions five hundted thoufand dollars; and per- 
mitted to be received, as fabfertmeane to the 
loan, certificates of debts of the feveral ftates for 
rulitary fervice, or furnifhing of provifions d during 
the war, limiting the fums which each ftate BENS 
S {ubferibe in this manner. A third of the debts 
_ thus funded bore an intereft of three per cent ; 
and the remaining two-thirds an intereft of fix 
per cent, but one-half of the fix per cents was not 
to receive intereft till after the year 1800. The 
{ubfcriptions to this loan were to be made within 
a certain time: but the period was afterwards 
extended. The fame law appointed commif- 
fioners to refide in each {tate, to v erify the titles 
of claimants, to give certificates, pay the intereft : 
in a word, to tranfa& all bufinefS relative to this 
loan under the authority of the fecretary of the 
treafury. The holders of certificates of debts due 
from any of the {tates, who were unwi ling to 
fubferibe to the loan, received an intereft of three 
per cent on that paper. 
The plan of transferring the refponfibility for 
the debts of the feveral lates to the congrefs was 
not adopted without long debates. No oppofi- 
Cc.3 tion 
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tion was made to the funding of the foreign debt, 
nor even that of the domeftic debt, but what 
sould be admitted into the latter, and the man- 
ner of redeeming it, occafioned great difputes, 
Thofe who oppofed the funding of the debts of 
the feveral ftates argued, that the claims were 
almoft obfolete; that neither the intereft, nor 
any part of the principal had been paid; that 
they had fallen to an eighth. of their onginal 
value; and that in all probability they would” 
continue to fall till they fhould be exting. A 
large portion of thefe debts had been incurred 
for neceflaries for the troops during the war, ata 
nominal price greatly above the value of the arti- 
cles, owing to the fcarcity of moncy in the hands 
ot the congrefs, and the uncertainty of its future 
power of payment ; and another confiderable 
portion accrued from paper given to the military 
for pay. The perfons who originally held both 
thefe {pecies of Ee had fold them at a very 
low rate, fome being compelled to do fo by their 
own necefiities, nied: others having loft all conn- 
dence in the paper. The prefent holders were 
fpeculators, who. had acquired them for little 
or nothing from thofe who, by their reali fervices, 
were perfons truly entitled to the amount of te 
debts. ‘he oppofers of the plan theretore argued, 
that the difcharge of thofe debts in the hands of 
the 
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the prefent holders of that property, would be 
an injuftice to the contractors and foldiers, to 
whom they were in faé&t due; an infult to the 
diftrefs that compelled them to transfer their 
claims for very inferior compenfations, and an 
open protection given to public rapacity and job- 
bing, whofe ill effets were uniformly acknow- 
ledged. , 

The propofition of the opponents of the fecre- 
tary’s plan was, that debts verified by the certi- 
ficates of congre{s fhould be paid at their original 
nominal value; but that the holders of fiich cer- 
tificates fhould receive’ no more than a portion 
equivalent to the higheft price they had borne 
in the market. from the time of their purchafe 
of them till the acceptance of the prefent con- 
ftitution, and that the furplus fhould be paid to 
the original creditors of the ftate. 

The partizans of the fecretary’s plan appéaled 
to the declarations of the old congre{s in the 
creation of the titles to this {pecies of debt. 
They had been given for claims of the original 
pofleffors, or perfons whom they had reprefented ; 
the prefent holders had incurred the hazard of a 
ftill greater fall in the value of thefe certificates, 
and even of their annihilation, a danger to which 
the original poffeffors had preferred a lofs by the 
fale of them; the market was open, and the cer- 

Cea tificates 
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tificates fold on the principle of other poffeffions, 
and the right of the preicnt holders was not to 
be infringed without a public injuftice, To 
thefe reafonings it was added, that the difficulties 
and delays that would attend the plan of the 
other party would render it impracticable, 

The two. opinions were fupported with a great 
deal of moderation: but with pertinacity and 
plaufibility on both fides. Thofe who contended 
for limiting the payment of the prefent holders 
of the certificates to the higheft price they had 
borne in their poffeffion, and to pay the furplus 
to the original pofleflors, argued with moft equity; 
for it was known that the greateft bulk of the 

original pofleffors, moft of whom were foldiers, 

had been driven to fell their certificates, either 
by extreme diftrefs, or by the artifices of jobbers 
to excite alarms for the validity of thofe debts; 
and that the prefent poffeffors were fpeculators, 
well informed of the intentions of leading men; 
and the real {tate of things, and who. difburled 
only inconfiderable fums for thofe certificates, the 
lofs of the whole of which would little affect 
their fortunes; and that the greater part of thefe 
were foreigners, who had entered into thefe {pe- 
culations for the purpofes of plunder. — The pat- 
tizans of the plan that was adopted had reatons 
of finance on their fide, forming a morality by 

: no 


ey _— 


Ce eS 


THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &C. 391 


ho means equitable, but politic, and abfolutély 
neceflary to the reftoration of credit, on which 
object the congrefs was immediately employed, 
And it is to be obferved, that the confidence of 
the holders of certificates in the government for 
fome liberal funding of the debt was fuch, that 
this paper had rifen four hundred per cent, finc¢ 
the adoption of the new conftitution. 

The refolution to which the congrefs came 
on the fubjeét fuddenly ereated immenfe fore 
tunes. Speculators bought up the paper from 
one end of the United States to the other. At 
New York, where the congrefs then held its fit- 
tings, its price rof¢ and fell daily, as the {peakers 
on one fide or the other feemed to gain the ad- 
vantage. Many members of both houfes entered 
into this trafic. Mr. Hamilton, the author of 
the plan adepted. by congrefS, was univerfally ac- 
quitted of this. difhonourable conduct, and uni- 
verfally received the tribute due to his integrity. 

The plan of the fecretary of the treafury for 
the adoption of the debts of the feveral {tates by 
the Union, was not finally accepted without fome 
modifications, nor till after #t had been once 
sejected. The partizans of this plan argued, that 
the debts contracted by the feveral .ftates for 
their particular defence, was, netwith{tanding, 
for the common caufe, and was in reality the 
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debt of the Union—that the feveral ftates would 
encounter greater difficulties in railing taxes to 
difcharge their debts than the Union, the levying 
of ‘various taxes being prohibited them by the 
con{titution ; that ‘fuch taxes as they could levy 
would: only have a’partial and inadequate effec, 
azid‘in oné-ftate*might’be in prejudice to the 
means employed by other {tates for the fame pure 
pots} while'thée Union might employ: uniform 
micans ‘throughout the whole ftates, without 
etnias of mterefts;: and. with. a faving to the 

articilar ftatéspand with more perfedt fecurity 
to: the public ¢reditors, who would all. by’ that 
means: be placed on an equal footing; that the 
offices eftablithed “bythe Union in the feyeral 
fiatés for the liquidation of the.debt: of the con- 
greis, might be charged with - the liquidations of 
thefe ‘debts; anda great faving: made in that 
heavy but neceflary expenee 5. and laftly, ‘that 
this plan would tend to confolidate the foree of 
the federal. government, by. allying the creditors 
of the feveral ftates to the interefts of the Union, 

Their opponents maintained, that thefe debts 
were neither known in their-amount, nor theit 
feveral-kinds ; ‘that, previous to any difcufiion on 
the a 2 the plan, the-mature and value of 
thefe debts fhould. bevafcertained, and thofe con- 
tracted for the defence of the feveral fates diftin- 
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guifhed from fuch as were occafioned by a neglect 
of levying the taxes, anda report made by the 
commiffioners appointed for the purpofe of ftrik- 
ing the balances of the fums refpectively. due 
from the Union to the feveral ftates, and from 
the {tates to the Union; that from thefe balances 
would refult the real debts of the feveral ftates, 
which the Union might afterward, if it were 
found advifeable, confolidate with its own debts, 
which meafure would otherwife be rath, and 
without any knowledge of its extent and its ope- 
ration; and that to augment the debt of the 
Union, by adding to it thofe of the feveral ftates, 
would deprefs the national credit, augment the 
paper in citculation, and cherith that fpirit of 
public gambling, whofe evil confequences were 
already perceived and whofe dangers were daily 
increafing. 

The pattizans of the plan replied, that the na- 
tional credit could never be firmly eftablifhed 
without the confolidation of all the debts of the 
country; that all delay in the effecting fuch con- 
folidation would’ intercept the benefits expected 
from the confolidation of the proper debts of the 
congrefs, in the diminution of the intereft of 
money, and the raifing the value of the funds; 
and that returns of the balances between the 
feveral ftates and the Union might be made 

with 
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with the fame promptnefs and. precifion after ’ 


fach confolidation as before. 


The reafonings of this party, s+ have faid, 
prevailed. The debts: of thedeveval. ftates were 


calculated at twenty-five mullsons of dollars, and 
oan of twenty-one millions five hundred thou- 
fand dollars was authorifed by the congreis. 

It is to be obferved, that this financial opera- 
tion was not effected without a fecret agreement 
among the deputies of certain {tates, relative to 
the interefts of their conitituents. The eattern 
itates, comprifing New York, were the principal 
debtors. Maffachufetts alone owed fix millions 
of dollars. In 1787, an infurrection took place 
in that ftate, of which the levying of taxes was 
the caufe, or at Icaft the pretext; and that fate 
was, not willine again to hazard its tranquillity. 
by the levying new taxes, which muft take place 
ifit had itsown debt to difcharge. Maflachuletts 
was therefore particularly interefted in the adop- 
tion of the plan. The fouthern {tates, on the 
contrary, were all, with the exception of South 
Carolina, creditors of the Union; but it was a 
favourite project with them, to draw the feat ot 


the federal government nearer to them; and 


Virginia was more eager in its profecution than 

the reft, becaufe the place defigned for the future 

feat of the government was on its territori¢s, and 
Virgina 
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Virginia was the principal public creditor. On 
the other hand, the eaftern {tates had an interett 
in preferving the feat of the government at New 
York; but this was not fufficient to weigh with 
the intereft they had in the confolidation of the 
debts of the ftate. Their deputies, therefore, 
made a compromife with thofe of the fouthern 
{tates, agreeing to vote for the feat of the federal 
government being placed on the Potowmack, on 
condition of the others voting for the confolida- 
tion of the debts. The ftate of Pennfylxania, 
although among the debtors, was not embarrafled 
with its debt, haying fufhcient means of its cx- 
tinction ; but a promife was made to its deputics, 
that the provincial feat of the government fhould 
be at Philadelphia for ten years, and they were 
not without hopes of preferving it for a longer 
term, and therefore acceded to the fecret treaty. 
Thus the plan of confolidation patied. 

It was provided, at the. fame time, that the 
fums that appeared to be owing by the feveral 
tiates fhotld be taken as fuch by the Union, with- 
out previous examination, and fhould be placed 
to the credit of fuch ftates in their accounts with 
the Union; and that the balance which fhould 
appear, by the final accounts of the commu- 
fhoners, due to any of the ftates, fhould be funded 
in thejr favour by the Union, which: was to re- 

main 
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main creditor of fuch ftates as by the final 4c. 


count appeared to be debtors. 
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The return of the commiuffioners, as we haye 


already =, makes the balances due to certain 
Rot di =) , sir ™ LY i. o n Paes > 
ttate S; “hale ¢ LNT Fiampinire, Maffac hufetts, 


Kihode-Hland, Connetticut, New Jerfey, South 
ah lina, and Georgia, amount to three millions 
five hundred and feventeen thoufand five hundted 


“a eighty-tour dollars ;~and thofe due frony the 


rs . {1., oO meiy > > 
ether itates,. namely, New-York; Pennfylyania, 


v 


Jelavware; de Virginia, and North Caro- 
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Mr. GALLATIN, ma work of great reputation 
on the finances of the United States, which he 
pubhihed in 1796, {peaks in the following man- 
ner of this meafure. ‘ The ftates, whofe debts 
amounted to the greateft fums, were, by the 
operation of this plan, found to be the moft con- 

ditors of the Union. “And experience 
has fhewn, that this great addition of debt with 


which the Union has charged itfelf, far from 
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SiVINE tren: eth to the federal rovernment, has 
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occalioned more dif ontents than any other mea- 
fure ; not only by the ae of new taxes 


- 7 ” i ee 


to pay the debts, but {till mere by an apprehen- 


fion, that owe 1s In power will feek rather to 
augment and perpetuate the debt of the Union 


than to xtihipaith « or diminifh it ;. and from a ge- 
neral 
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neral belief, that the {peculations and interefts of 


wy 


individuals had more influence in the adoption of 
the plan than any other confideration. And al- 
though it. may feem indifferent, whether the 
fums neceflary to difcharge thefe debts be levied 
on the people by the federal vovernment or by 
the feveral fiates, yet the difficulty the federal 
government finds in augmenting its revenues by 
the excife, licenfes, &c.—the rapid progrefs which 
individual ftates have made for the extinction of 
their refpective debts, and the fituation of the 
{tates whofe debts were not adopted ‘by the 
Union, becaufe they were on the final account 
its debtors, are fufhcient proofs, that a great part 
of the additional debt which now refts on the 
Union would at this day have been extinguithed 
by the refources of the feveral ftates, if it had 
not been confolidated with that of the Union.” 
This writer adds—‘‘.That, had the confolida- 
tion of the debts of the feveral {tates with thofe 
of the Union been poftponed till the final fettle- 
nent of accounts by the commiffioners, the debt 
of the federal government would = amounted 
to no more than eleyen millions fix hundred and 
nine thoufand two hundred and fifty-nine dol- ~ 
lars, inftead of twenty-two millions four hun- 
dred and ninety-two thoufand eight hundred and 
eighty-five’ dollars, which were acknow edged 


and 
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and funded by the Union; and that therefore 
the congrefs, by its precipitation, created an yp. 
neceflary debt of ten millions eight hundred and 
eighty-three thoufand fix hundred and twenty. 
fix dollars.” 

The law that confolidates thefe different fpecies 
of debts, pledges the public faith for the effa. 
blilhment of funds for the payment of interetts 
granted on loans; and it fets apart lands belong. 
ing to the Union, im the territories of the wef, 
to be fold, to create a finking fund for the ex 
tinction of the national debt. 

A fum of a hundred and ninety-eight thoufand 
dollars was due to foreign officers, who feryed in 
the American army during the war; and it was 
deftined to be paid out of the loans made in 
Europe, and has been faithfully difcharged as far | 
as claims have been made, which have amounted 
to a hundred and twenty-three thoufand dollars. 

Since the year 1790, the congrefS has ere@ed 
an office for the reduction of the national debt, 
compoied of the prefident of the fenate, the 
chief-juftice, the fecretary of ftate, the fecretary 
of the treafury, and the ‘attorney-general of the 
Union. It authorifed four different loans for the 
reduction of the debt, by the redemption of feve- 
ral funds; and, in 1796, authorifed the commit 
fioners of the finking fusid further to borrow five 

millions 
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millions of dollars, to pay certain fums and therr 
snterefts, which the government were engaged 
to difcharge that year. The bank of the United 
States was authorifed, by the fame law, to fur- 
nith this loan, or fub{cribe to it im part. The 
funds already in exiftence were received as fub- 
{criptions to the loan; the commmffioners had a 
power to fell at their difcretion, the feveral forts 
of funds (three per cents, fix per cents, or deferred 
ftock) which they had in their hands, to difcharge 
the whole, or part of the fums and interefts that 
the loan was meant to extinguifh, provided that 
they did not fell more than one half of fuch 
funds at a price below par; they were alfo au- 
thorifed to fell the fhares of the bank which be- 
longed to the Union. The new debt thus created 
by this loan, the receipts for which bore an imte- 
reft of fix per cent, was not to be redeemed till 
the commencement of the year 1819. 

The congrefs had imcorporated the bank of the 
United States; and that bank had afterwards 
advanced to the Union two millions of dollars, 
to which amount the Union had fubferibed in 
the formation of its capital, and thefe two mil- 
lions were to be repaid inten years, by equal pay- 
ments. The congrefs afterw ards authorifed that 
bank to advance the Union three mullions more; 
and again, five’millions,in 1796, as Lhavebe- 


{ore 
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fore obferved; and declared the revennes of the 
{tate to be fubject to the payment of the ; intereft 
of thefe loans; in the fame manner as to the 
other expences of the government; and deftined 
all furplus of the revenues to be a fund fo; the 
repayment of fuch loans. 

The, debt of the United States, in *1790, 
amounted to feventy-two millions fix hundred 
and thirteen thoufand two hundred and hity- 
four dollars; and in 1796, to fey enty- eight mil- 
lions fix hundred and ninety-feven thoufand four 

hundred and ten dollars. It has therefore jp- 
creafed, by the fum of fix millions eighty-four 
thoufand one hundred and fifty-fix dollars, al- 
though the office for the reduction of the national 
debt had extinguifhed two millions three hun- 
dred and feven thoufand fix hundred and fixty- 
one dollars, and although the United States have 
in that period enjoyed a profound peace, and 
have been favoured with ‘circumftances: which 
ufually enable a ftate to reftore order in its 
finances. 

A greater economy in the public expenditure, 
the fale of immenfe quantities of lands belonging 
to the Union in the territories of the. weft which 
is practicable, and a prudent increafe of impotts, 
are means that a wife adminiftration would em- 
ploy with effect to the fpeedy extin@ion of the 

national 
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sational debt if war or fome great internal cons 
vulfion did not arreft their progrefs. The na- 
tional debt, according to engagements madé with 
the public creditors, and plans prefented to the 
congrefs and adopted by it, is to be entirely ex- 
tinguifhed in 1823. 

The office for the reduction of the public debt 
had, in its creation, like all fvch meafures, the 
objet of rarfing the public credit, by a profpect 
of the extinG@ion ef the debt. It was defigned 
to be ftrengthened by the eftablifhment of the ; 
Hank of the United States, which made part of 
the ‘general fyftem of finance propofed by the 
fecretary of the treafury. This bank was incor- 
porated in 1791, with a capital of ten millions 
of dollars, two millions of which were fubfcribed 
by the United States, who were not, however, 
compelled to make rood the fubfctiption at the 
period impofed on the other fubfcribers. The 
remaining eight millions were furnithed by the 
fubfeription of individuals; one-fourth part of 
which was payable in {pecic, and the other in 
éertificates of debt. The commiffioners for the 
reduction of the national debt employed a mil- 
lion of dollars in the extinction of this paper. 
Thus certificates of debt amounting to feven 
tnillions of dollars difappcared in the firit year. 

Vor. IV. Dd The 
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The price of the remainder was naturally in. 
creafed; but the artifices of fpeculators carried 
them to a price which they could not long main- 
tain. 

The following are the principal articles in the 
conftitution of the bank of the United States. 

ift. ‘he incorporation of the fubfcribers, with 
certain privileges, till the year 1811. 

2d. The power of extending their capital to 
ten millions of dollars. 

3d. The power of holding poffeffions to the 
amount of fifteen millions of dollars, in perfonal 
or real eftates, including their original capital. 

Ath. Of eftablifhing, within the United States, 
fuch affiftant banks as the directors thall judge 
expedient. 

5th. The formation of an adminittration for 
the bank, confifting ofa prefident, twenty-five 
directors, and a cafhier. 

6th. A prohibition to carry on any bufinels 
but that properly belonging to the bank, to pur- 
chafe any part-of the national debt, to take more 
than fix per cent for their loans and difcounts— 
but with the privilege of felling the orginal 
fhares of the bank. 

7th. A prohibition to contgadt, by loans, dil- 
counts, or the emiffion of paper,-a debt mote 

than 
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than double the fum exifting in the coffers of 
the bank. 

sth. A prohibition to lend, without an exprefs 
law of the United States, more than a hundred 
thoufand dollars to the federal government, or 
more than fifty thoufand to any one of the ftates, 
or to-any foreign prince or power. 

gth. An obligation to lay before the fecretary 
of the treafury a ftatement of the actual fituation 
of the bank, whenever he fhould demand fuch 
{ftatement, with a power given to that officer 
to check fuch accounts with the books of the 
bank. 

10th. A provifion to make the notes of the 
bank legal payment, in, all the offices of the 
United States. 

11th. The pledge of the public faith, to efta- 
blith no other bank in the United States, during 
the term of the charter granted to this bank. 

Without entering into an examination of the 

_ ature of the fecurity of fhares ina bank, whofe 

original capital fhould be formed like that of the 
bank of the United States, and which, placed 
immediately under the influence of government, 
might, in times of neceffity, be compelled, by a 
law of congre{fs, to furnith the loans that cir- 
cumftances rendered neceflary, I fhall only ob- 
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ferve the danger to which it expofes the finances 
of the Union, by the facility of the government 
to obtain large loans by a law of congrefS, and by 
the power vefted in the bank of lending a hun- 
dred thoufand dollars to the government, éyen 
without any new fancttion of the congrets, The 
prefent {tate of the national debt is attributed to 
this circumftance ; without which, it is probable, 
the ijoans.would not have been fo multiplied, and 
a greater economy would have been practifed in 
the expenditure of the government. The con- 
gre{fs, perceiving the public expenditure exceed 
the public revenues, would have endeavoured to 
Balance them by taxes which th 1¢y only poftponed, 
and which at prefent they are obliged to levy in 
a degree that would not have been neceffary had 
they been earlier convinced of the evils of loans 
—taxes which, however heavy, cannot even at 
prefent fuperféde the neceffity of new loans for 
the redemption of former ones provided to be 
redeemed at fixed periods; as, for example, thofe 
of the bank, and thofe for which the government 
was obliged to grant an enormous intereft, 
Tt is not Setar without great hefitation that 
{ hazard my opinion in matters of finance, te 
fpecting which my information is by no means 
extenfive: and the more fo, as that opinion 1s in 
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oppofition to many perfons who are efteemed 
able financiers. I fhall at prefent, confine mytelt 
to the obferving, that, although I am perfuaded 
of the real and important utility of banks, when 
their affairs are adminiftered with prudence and 
equity, in aiding the efforts of commerce, in- 
duftry, and agriculture, and adding by the credit 
to. the wealth of a ftate, and contequently to its 
caufes of profperity ; and although I even ac- 
knowledge that thefe advantages have been de- 
tived from banks by the United States, yet the 
mifchiefs of the fy{tem on which banks are con- 
ducted appear to me greatly to.exceed their bene- 
fits. The facility with which abufes creep into 
thefe eftablifhments 1s fo great,. and thefe abufes 
are fo powerfully protected and encouraged, both 
by the neceffities of governments and the rapacity 
of wdividuals, that it is aloft impoflible for the 
moft upright of the perfons concerned in their 
management to exclude fuch abufes. ‘Their evils 
are the greater in a country where banks are nu- 
merous, {pecie fcarce, and the defire of accumu- 
lation the common defire of the inhabitants. 
Inftead of creating a.currency double the amount 
of their real capital, banks create one ten times; 
and even twenty times greater; and the illufion 
which fucceeds the firft maments of commercial 
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profperity, that in a time. of peace fprings from 
the facility of extending individual capitals, js 
nothing more than a means of augmenting and 
precipitating the real calamities which mutt fol- 
low. The ruin of individuals, and even that of 
ftates, muft fooner or later be the confequence; 
inafmuch as economy, and fedate views of the 
nature of enterprifes, are no longer things that 
can beattendedto. The prefent fy{tem of bank- 
ing is upheld by an opinion, that a ftate, far from 
being impoverifhed by its debts, has in that 
medium a new caufe of profperity, refulting from 
a new activity given to circulation, and an op- 
portunity given to individuals to turn to profit 
the gradual favings of the fmalleft revenues. 
This theory is no better, I think, than an abule 
of ingenuity, employed in the aid of a defperate 
ftate of finance. It tends to augment, without 
bounds, that mafs of debt fo fingularly meta- 
morphofed, in the eyes of the vulgar, to the 
neceflary aliment of public credit and profpenity. 
The moft ordinary underftanding is fufficient to 
difcovyer, that there muft at leaft be a point be: 
yond which the debts of a ftate ought not to ex- 
tend ;——and, where is the goyernment who will 
thus confine itfelf when it can, almoft fecretly, 
and altogether without the “murmurs of. the 


people, 
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people, ‘ncreafe the means of its expenditure? 
Where is the government that, intoxicated with 
this fyftem of indefinitely increafing its debt, is 
not daily haftening the nation it directs to inevi- 
table ruin? The period of reckoning mutt at laft 
arrive, when the people will not and cannot pay 
taxes which are neither employed in the defence 
nor any other fervice of the nation, butare raifed 
merely to pay interefts of loans, which economy 
‘1 the finances would have rendered unneceflary ; 
and when things have attained this crifis, the 
epoch is arrived which is the moft dangerous to 
the tranquillity of the nation, the ftability of its 
government, and the happinefs of individuals. 

The bank of the United States, being by its 
charter empowered to eftablith affiftant banks in 
fuch parts of the United States as it fhould deem 
expedient, has already eftablifhed four——one at 
New York, one at Bofton, one at Baltimore, and 
one at Charlefton ; but the capitals of thefe banks, 
known in America by the name of branch-banks, 
are not exclufive of its capital of ten millions of 
dollars. The following is a ftatement of the 
affairs of the bank of the United States, on the 
31{t December 1790. 
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y; 
Debtor. 


Capital - 

Dutch loan 

Sums belonging to 
the government 


of the United 
States* a 
Sums belonging to 
individuals 
Bank notes in cir- 
culatiags > 
Pott notest : 


Balance of 1796 
Intereft on loans 
- made tothe co- 
vernment 
Profits referved in 
hand, after pay- 
ment of the di- 
vidends = 


Dollars. 


10,000,000 
750,000 


i 
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873,23 


795,901 


607,600 


O20. 2592 
9925013 


210,617 


132,848 
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Creditor. 

Dollars, 

In, the. fix per 
cents ~ 3,524, 331% 
Difcounted bills ' 2,080,647 

Due fromthe go- 

vernment of the 
United States © 4,000,000. 
Specie - 521,415 


‘The capitals of the feveral brauch-banks, far- 
nifhed by the bank of the United States, are as 


follow: 


New York - 
Bofton 


The particular accoun 


Dollars. 


1,200,000 


O. OVO 


JOO 


Dollars, 
Baltimore - 400,000 
Charlefton. — - 500,000 


ts of the branch-banks 


make part of the sat account of the bank 


of the U Nh ited St ates. 
building m 1797, 
bufinefs fince the 


the or 


This bank ere@ted a new 
in which it has tranfacted 
ift of July of the fame year: 
ound on which it ftands coft fourteen thou- 


i ee keeps its cafh in the bank of the United 


GHC A-ha NES. 


fand 





a 


THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c., A090 


fand dollars; and the coft of the building will 
exceed a hundred. thoufand. The dividends of 
this bank are eight per cent; and its fhares bear 
a premium from fifteen to eighteen per cent. 
The following is a ftatement of the prefent price 
of the public funds. 


Three per cents ‘ 50 
Six per cents 89 
Deferred ftock 65 


The public engagements are difcharged in the 

United States with the greateft pundtudlity ; and 
the loan granted by France was repaid before the 
period of its being due, at the defire of the French 
government. 
Phe prefent revenues of the United S:ates’ con- 
fift of the following articles:—1{t, Duties on 
tonnage, and on the importation of foreign ar- 
ticles. 2d. Duties on {pirituous liquors dittilled 
in the United States: on the manufsature- of 
tobacco; on refining of fugar; on public fales; 
on the retailing of wine, and foreign {pirituous 
liquors; and on carriages. 3d. A proit on the 
poftage of letters. And ath, Dividends of fhares 
belonging to the government in the baak of ‘the 
United States. 

The duties on tonnage are about three pence 
halfpenny per ton on American veffels, and half 
a dollar per tan on foreign veilels. 
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The following is a table of the tonnage em, 
ployed in the different ports of the United States 


during the laft feven years. 


American Tonnage. 


Foreign Tonnage, 


fn 1790, Tons. Tons, 
Coafting veffels 113,181 Englifh - -%. 99862) 
Veffels employed in French < = © [gage 
the fifheries 96,522 Dutch . - oe 
Veflels employed in Spanifh * ~ 859 
foreign trade 362,823 Danifh, Pruffian, 
Hamburg, &e. 5.131 
502,526 —— 
264,563 
"Total of American and foreign tonnage for the jean 
"T6'T,¢ 89. 
In 1791, 
Coafting vefie!s 106,494 Englifh ~- . = 210,618 
Veffels employed i in French - | = 8,958 
the fifheries 32,542 Other nations 18,860 
Vefiels employed in peta. 
foreign trade 363,854 938,466 
502,390 
Total for the year, 741,856. 
In 1792, 
Coafting veffels 120,997 Englifh + - 206,065 
Veffels employed in French -  - @ 
the fifheries 32.062 Other nations 13,870 
Vefiels employed in —— 
foreign trade 414,629 244,278 
56 7,68 38 
Fotal for the year, 811,966. 
In §793, 
Coafting veffels 143,639 Englifh - - 100,100 
Veilels employedin French “ «45,987 
the fifheries 33,1771 Other nations - 17,199 
Veffels employed 11 —— 
foreign trade 433,864 163,226 








618,680 
Total tor the year, 781,906. 


Arrexican 
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THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. All 
American Tonnage. Foreign Tonnage. 
in 1794, Tons. Tons. 
Coafting veffels 192,636 Enghfh -  .- 34,058 
Veffels employed in French - -— 11,249 
the fifheries 27,260 Other nations 34,667 
Veffels employed in —— 
foreign trade 527,194, $2,974 
147,140 
Total for the year, 830,114. 
In 1795, 
Coafting veffels 171,918 cI could not 
Veffels employed in \ |. procure an 
(} 
the fifheries 34,102 Eng og ' exact ftate- 
Veilels employed in PrRease 4 mentof th 
yjeotates sem? Other nations | MEDhor ine 
foreign trade 580,277 ae nt of 
— Le 
186,297 Soe 
Total for the year, $48,297. 
In 1796, 
Coatting veflels 200,372 Englifh - | - 19,669 
Veffels employed in. French - - 2,055 
the fifheries 38,920 Danifh = - - 10,430 
Veffels employed in Swedifh - - 5,560 
foreign trade 675,046 <Anfeatic Cities 4,987 
————— Ports of Italy - 758 
913,338 » Spain - - 2,449 
Portuguefe. - . 637 
Dutch - = 301 
41,846 


Total for the year, 962,134. 


The quantity of tonnage in the preceding table 
is, with refpect to American veffels, the quantity 
that failed from the feveral ports; and, with re- 
{pe to foreign veffels, that which entered the 

- feveral ports; therefore, as moft of the vefiels 
would return, we may take the total quantity of 
tonnage 
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tonnage. at nearly. double the, quantity named jn 


The duties on foreign articles imported into 
the United States-wary according to the nature 
of the articles, from five to. fifty-five per cent, 
Some are paid in proportion to the computed 
value of the articles; and others by-the quantity, 
Foreign articles, imported in foreign veffels, are 
fubyect, fince the month of July 1792; to ten per 
cent more than when imported in American 
veftels, “Phe amount of thefe dutiés is always 
added to the duty on tonnage in the’ retums 
made by the iccretary of the treafury. The 
amount of thefe confolidated duties, from’ the 
ift of Auguft 1789, to the end of P7911, was fix 
raullions three hundred and thirty-four thouland 
two hundred and fixty-three dollars. Tn 1792, 
they yielded four millions feven hundred and 
thirty-one thoufand and thirty-two dollars. In 
1793, fix millions one hundred and fixty-two 
thoufand five hundred and {ixty-four dollars. In 
1794, fix millions feven hundred and twenty-five 
theufand nine hundred and fifty-five. dollars. In 
1795, feven, millions nine hundred and fifty-nine 
thoufand four hundred and nine dollars; andi 
1796, fix millions five. hundred and fixty-feven 
thoufand nine hundred and eighty-feven dollars. 
Thefe fms are the net amount of thefe duties 
after 


— 
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firtt, drawbacks 
on foreign goods re-exported of the whole duty, 


after the following dédudctions 


except oné per cent. Second, drawbacks on 
{pirituous liquors diftilled, fugars tefined, and to- 
bacco manufactured in the ftates, whén thefe 
articles are exported to foreign countries. Third, 
bounties given’ to the fifheries, which vary from 
a dollar arid a half to two dollars and a half per 
ton, according to thé fize of the veflel employed 
in them. There is alfo a bounty on every barrel 
of fifh falted or {moked, of about four pence 
halfpenny. Fourth, the expence of collection of 
the duties, which amounts to about five per cent. 

Fines for {mugegling foréign articles into the 
{tates, or attempts to defraud the revenue, are alfo 
thrown into the mafs of thefe receipts. But 
{muggling is far from confiderable in the United 
States, the duties in general being moderate. | It 
is however to be obferved, that the produce of 
the duties on tea is decreafed nearly half within 
the two laft years, although the ufe of tea is far 
from being diminifhed. The fmuggling of this 
article, for it muft be acknowledged to be fuch, 
is attributed to the increafe of the tax, which 


is from eighteen to thirty per cent for teas 
coming from China, and higher ftill for thofe 
imported from Europe; and alfo to the facility 
of fecretly landing that article. 





11 Ware 
ALA PRAVELS THROUGH 


There are a few {mall veflels belonging to the 
United States whofe employment it 1s to prevent 
veflels, coming from foreign countries, unloading 
in places where there 1s no cuftom-houfe. 

The various expences of the revenue are paid 
by the collectors of each diftrict, and dedudted 
from the general account of their receipts. 

The duties on fome articles of importation were 
augmented in the laft feflion, which ended in the 
month of March 1797. The duties on {pirituous 
liquors diftilled in the United States, were firft 
impofed in 1794. At that time they were fix 
pence halfpenny per gallon on {pirituous liquors 
made from molafies, and fave pence per gallon 
en thofe made from fruit or grain, the produc- 
tion of the country. In 1794 they. were reduced 
to fix pence per gallon on the former, and fout 
pence on the latter; but this reduction was only 
on liquors, of inferior quality, the duties on thofe 
of the firft quality being raifed to fifteen pence 
per gallon when made fom molaffes, and ten 
pence halfpenny when made from productions of 
the country. This tax, efpecially that part of it 
impofed on {pirituous liquors diftilled from home 
produce, has always been very unpopular, The | 
law gave the option to the diftiller to pay either 
the precife duty for each gallon, or a compofition 


of two fhillings and eight pence per annum for 
evely 


ee 
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every gallon the {tills employed could contain. 
The diftillers generally preferred the firft mode, 
becaufe they. were. uncertain of occupying their 
{tills the whole year; and becaufe there was greater 
opportunity to elude the payment of the duties © 
in that mode, the diftilleries being: fcattered at 
great diftances throughout the {tates, and not 
very vigilantly watched by the officers of the 
excife. The public opinion being averfe to this 
tax, it never was uniyerfally: collected. Many 
parts of fome of the ftates, and even entire ftates, 
have refufed to this day to fubmit to this_ tax. 
Congrefs therefore, in the laft feffion, thought 
proper to deprive the diftiller of the option the 
law formerly gave him as to the mode of paying 
the tax, and enjoined every diftiller to pay a 
compofition in proportion to the fize of his ftills, 
The diftiller is, however, permitted to make the 
compofition only for two weeks, or for any term 
between that and fix months; the compofition 
for two weeks is three pence. halfpenny per gal- 
lon, for fix months two fhillings and one penny 
halfpenny per gallon, and the compofitions  be- 
tween thefe two terms are in the fame proportion, 
giving the advantage to thofe who fubfenbe for 
the longer term. By this regulation the num- 
ber of excifemen is diminifhed, the receipt is 
more productive, and the inquifition attached to 
that 
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that fpecies of tax is narrowed as much as pofhile, 
The taxis, notwithftanding, a burthen on the 
agriculture and induftry of the country, and upon 
a branch of its induftry calculated to diminith the 
employment of foreign induftry and the con: 
famption of foreign produce. 

The diftilleries that make fpirituous liquors 
from molaffes being chiefly in fea ports, and but 
few in number, it is not eafy to elude the duty. 
Mr. Garratin, in his examination of there. 
ceipts and éxpences of collection of the various 
taxes of the United States, calculates the expence 
of collection on sare liquors diftilled from 
the produce of the country to amount to nearly 
thirty- four per cent, w “hile thofe on fpitituous I 
quors diftilled from molaifés, known in America 
by the name of continental rum, amount only to 
fourteen and a half per cent. 

The quantity of molaffes imported into the 
United States for diftillation amounted, in the 
years 1790 and 1791, on an average of the two 
years, to fix millions fix hundred and fixty thou- 
fand gations per annum. In 1796, it amounted 
only to three millions fix hundred and ninety-fix 
thoufand nine hundred and fix gallons. 

The joint net produce of the duties on thett 
two forts of fpirituous liquors in the laft fix 
months of 1791, was one hundred and fixty* 


four 


 — 
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four thoufand five hundred and ninety-feven dol- 
lars; in 1792, four hundred and forty-fix thou- 
fand four hundred and eighty-three dollars; in 
1793, five hundred and thirty-nine thoufand 
nine hundred and feventy-five dollars; in 1794, 
three hundred fifty-three thoufand two hundred 
and* twenty-five dollars; in 1795, one hundred 
and ninety-nine thoufand dollars ; and 1796, two 
hundred and thirty-eight thoufand dollars. 

It is neceffary to obferve here, that the im- 
portation of foreign {pirituous liquors confiderably 
encreafed from the year-1790 to the year 1795. 
In 1790, it amounted to three millions fix hun- 
dred feventy-eight thoufand oné hundred and 
ninety-nine gallons; and in 1794, to five mil- 
lions fix hundred and ninety-nine thoufand three 
hundred and fixty-nine gallons. 

The importation of wine, exclufive of Madcira, 
in.1790, amounted to fix hundred feven thoufand 
feven. hundred and fixty-one: gallons; and in 
1795, to four milhons three hundred and thirty- 
fix thoufand. and..feventy-fix gallons. ’ The 1m- 
portation of ale and porter in 1790, amounted to 
{eventy thoufand five hundred and fixty-four gal- 
lons; and in 1794, to three hundred and thirty- 
one thoufand three hundred and: fifty-eight gal- 
lons. 

The great inereafe’ in’ thefe importations is in 
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part to be afcribed to the prefent war, which has _ 
increafed the commerce of the United State. 
but if we confider that a {mall portion of thefe 
articles 1s re-exported from America, part of the 
encreafe will be afcribed to other caufes—one of 
which is, a great decreafe in the importation of 
molafies; the quantity imported in 1795 being 
no. more than half the importation of that article 
in 1790, and the fpirituous liquors diftilled from 
molaffes in the United States was reduced from 
two millions to.one million of gallons, between 
the year 1790 and the year 1795—another caufe 
is the rife in the price of grain, which has been 
fo great, that the diftilleries that ufe that article 
have been {carcely able to maintain their ground. 
The following table will put this, matter out of 


queftion. 


Duties paid for the Importation of Wines, fpiritucus Liguas, 
and malt Liquors, into the United States, during the Years 
17933 1794, and 17953; and the Drawbacks for the Re-ti- 
portation of the fame Articles, during the fame Period. 


Years —1793 1794 1795, 
| Daties. | Drawba. | Duties. \Drawba.!> Duties: {Drawba. 





Madeira wines 121,752] 4,692] 166,62 231 14258] 196,842) §,952 
Other wines Sos) QIOh 45235 | 233:460| 4,012h 464,893) 11,433 
Spirituous liquors | 1,034, §64 31,326] 1,6 1364 38,11 71154923462 59,181 
Ale; porter, d&c. 225672 52961] WOSt 295375 288 


Lhe drawbacks for the exportation of fpinitu- 
ous liguors diftilled in the ftates, are a halfpenny 


pet gallon for thofe made from, the produce of 
the 
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the country ; and two pence per gallon for thofe 
made from molaffes, which difference is a com- 
penfation for the duties paid on the importation 
of molaffes into the ftates. | 

The law that impofes thefe taxes was paffed 
in March 1791; and their produce is appro- 
priated to the payment of the interefts and capital 
of loans made and to be made for the extinétion 
of the national debt; and it is provided, that 
thefe taxes fhall be continued to be levied till that 
event takes place. 

The duties on the importation of molaffes was 
increafed one halfpenny per gallon in the feffion 
before laft; and the drawback for the exporta- 
tion of continental rum increafed in the fame 
proportion. 

The mode of collecting the duties on manu- 
faétured tobacco has undergone feveral altera- 
tions fince its eftablifhment, which was in 1794. 
At firft the duty was laid on the article at the 
rate of four pence halfpenny per pound, but the 
{mallnefs of the receipts being attributed to frauds 
from the difficulty of knowing the quantity ma- 
nufactured, the congrefs laid the tax on the mills, 
it being varied from one hundred and forty to 
two hundred and forty dollars, according to the 
fize and kind-of mill; and the produce of this 
tax amounts now to more than three times the 
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former receipts.» The drawback, : howeyer, o¢ 
three pence halipeny per pound on the exporta. 
tion of that article having exceeded the produce 
of the tax, it was plain there was immenfe frand 

in thefe exports; and the legiflature entirely fuf- 
pended that tax for one year, in the feffion of 
1796. In the laft feflion but one they re-efta. 
blifhed the tax; but its produce, which fhould 
it even continue to exift, will never be confidey- 
sable, cannot at prefent be placed on the fide of 
the receipts of the revenue. 

The law which laid a duty on the refining 
of fugars in the United States, paffed in the be- 
ginning of 1794; but the duty did not take place 
till the 1ft of OGtober in. the fame year. It 1s 
one penny per pound on the fugar, when itis 
refined ; and a drawback is allowed of two pence 
halfpenny per. pound when it ‘is exported, the ad- 
ditional one penny halfpenny being the amount 
of the.duty-impofed on raw fugars. The fame 
law, .with a view to encourage this branch of 
American. commerce, impofes: a duty. of two 
pence per pound on foreign refined fugars 1m- 
ported into the ftates, and no drawback is allowed 
onthe re-exportation of fuch fugars. An addi- 
tion of a farthing per pound has been lately laid 
on the importation ‘of .raw fugars;’and an ad- 
ditional halfpenny. per pound allowed for the 

exportation 
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exportation of raw fugars, refined in the ftates. 
In 1795, this duty produced thirty-one thoufand; 
nine hundred and fifteen. dollars; and in 1796, 
thirty-eight thoufand dollars—the expences of 
collections which amount to five per cent, being 
deducted. 

The law impofing a duty on public fales alfo 
pafied in 1794. This duty varies from a quarter 
of a dollar to half a dollar on effects fold to the 
amount of a hundred dollars; in 1795 it pro- 
duced thirty thoufand four hundred and fifteen 
dollars; in 1796, thirty-three thoufand fix hun- 
dred and forty-five dollars—the expences of col- 
lection, which amount ‘to two and a half per 
cent, being deducted. Notwithftanding the pro- 
vifions made by the law. for the payment of this 
duty, the integrity of the auctioneers,. who.are 
obliged to take out a licence,. is. its only gua- 
rantee. 

The tax.on retailers of wine and fpifituous 
liquors was alfo impofed by a.law of 1794; it is 
five dollars per annum for every retailer of wine 
in le{s quantities than thirty gallons, and. of {pi- 
rituous liquors in le{s quantities than twenty gal- 


lons.. . Public. houfes are exempt from. this tax. 
{[n 17Q5< it produced fitty-three thoufand five 
hundred and forty-feven dollars; and in 1796, 
more than fifty-eight thoufand dollars—inde- 
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pendent of the expences of collection, which are 
two and.a-half per cent. 

The duty on carriages was alfo firft impofed 
inthe fame year; it is from two to fifteen dol- 
lars per annum on each carriage, according to its 
kind; in 1795 it produced forty-one thoufand 
four hundred and twenty-one dollars; and in 
1796, fifty-three thoufand two hundred dollars, 
The expences of collection amount to five per 
cent, 

In 1796 a caufe was determined in the fupreme 
court of the United States, on a queftion arifing 
out of this tax. The conftitution fays—that ito 
capitation tax, nor direc? tax, fhall be tmpofed by 
congrefs, except fuch as may be impofed om the dif- 
ferent fiates in proportion to their federal number. 
A perfon refiding in Maryland refufed to pay the 
tax on carriages, on the ground that it wasa 
direc? tax, becaufe it was levied diredtly on the 
article in the poffeffion of the confumer ; whereas 
to be indirect, it ought to be laid en the perfons 
dealing in that article. The counfel for the per- 
{on appealing from the tax were Mr. INéoLsoy, 
attorney-gencral of the ftate.of Pennfylvania, and 
Mr. CampBett, a barritter of Virginia; andthe 
coun{cl for the government were, Mr. Hamit- 

| ron, and Mr. Ler, attorney-general of the 
OUmited States The latter gentlemen main- 
| tained, 
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tained, that the tax was indirect, nafmuch as it 
was levied upon an article of the appellant’s ex- 
penditure, and not on his revenue. 

The term direé?, ufed as it is in the paflage of 
the conftitution above cited, is fo vague, and the 
writers on this fubject have given the term fuch 
oppofite interpretations, that the arguments on 
both fides were allowed to be of equal force, 
The fupreme court, being empowered by the 
conftitution to determine upon principles of 
equity as well as law, in all cafes refulting from 
different conftructions of the conftitution or the 
laws, gave judgment in favour of the tax, de- 
claring the tax on carriages to be an indirect tax ; 
and it ‘was certainly reafonable, in the great 
doubt the judges mutt feel on this nice queftion, 
they fhould be determined by the neceffity of 
making this branch of the revenue productive, 
efpecially as the tax affe&ts only an article of 
luxury. 

The five laft of thefe taxes were impofed by 
laws that paffed nearly at the fame period, and 
are to ceafe in Auguft 1801. 

It is faid that the taxes on public fales, and on 
retailers of wine and fpirituous liquors, would 
be difplaced with advantage to the country by a 
{mall increafé of the duties on importation, and 
on wine, and on the diftilleries. It is maifitained 

Kea that 
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that the receipt would .be. greater, would he 
without additional coft, would.be lefs vexatious, 
and would, notwithftanding, affect the perfons 
who pay the two taxes objected to. | 

Thefe five taxes are known by the name of ij 
jive new taxes, and are placed under the fame 
heads in the returns of. the fecretary of the trea- 
fury. 

The poft office is in the hands of the govern- 
ment, and its profits form a branch of the revenye, 
It was in.1794 the laftlaw was pafled relative to 
the adminiftration of this department. . Prom 
the 1ft of .October 1789, to. the 30th of June 
17901, the revenue produced by the pott office 
amounted to four thoufand one hundred and 
cighty-two dollars, from the if of July 1791, to 
the 31 of ee 1792,-.to fixteen thoufand 
four hundred and onc dollars; for the whole of 
the year 1793, to twenty-nine thoufand feven 
hundred and twenty-two dollars for 1794, te 
thirty-three thoufand {even hundred and tw enty- 

eight dollars; for 1795, to thirty-eight thoufand 
feven hundred and fifty-five Colaw: and for 1790, 
to feventy-two thoufand nine hundred and mine 
dollars. This. branch: of the revenue is.dtill ine 
reating ; but the government, prudently extend- 
ig the benefits. of the poift to places at prefent 
very little inhabited, the t receipt in fuch places 
does 
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does not even pay the expences of conveying the 
letters to and from them. 

Letters are. carried here, as in. England, in 
coaches..or .diligences, which are at the.fame 
time public,.carnages; fo that the government 
pays-lefs for the conveyance of the letters. In 
roads where ftage-coaches are not eftablifhed, the 
letters.are conveyed on ee. 

The price of letters is three pence halfpenny 
for a diftance of thirty miles; and one and three 
pence fora diftance of four hundred.:and_ fifty 
miles, Double letters, and-covers enclofing more 
than one letter, pay at ‘the fame rate for every 
letter. Packets weighing one ounce pay the price 
of four letters. Sorte coming from, abroad, 
and put into the poft office at the port where ” 
the veffel lands, pay two pence over and above 
the poftage, if fent to any other part of the United 
States. | 

The number of fhares of the bank of the 
United States belonging to the federal govern- 
ment was five thoufand, whofe. dividends. pro- 
duced a hundred and fixty thoufand dollars half 
yearly... Two thoufand two hundred and forty 
were fold during the laft fix months of 1796, 
towards the difcharge of loans, whofe period of 
repayment was arrived. The return of the fe- 
cretary.of the treafury makes the amount of the 

dividends 
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dividends for the laft half year of 1796, forty-five 
thoufand dollars. 

Patents granted by the government for ney 
inventions, and privileges to authors for an ¢. 
clufive right on their works, alfo produce a je. 
venue to the United States, but the amount has 
never exceeded fixteen hundred dollars, and jp 
1796 was mo more than twelve hundred and 
fixty. 

The return of the fecretary of the treafury 
alfo contains the receipts, from the mint, of the 
coin of the United States; but the expences of 
that eftablifhment are placed on the other fide, 
and greatly exceed the receipts. 

The produce of all the duties, of which J have 
given the detail, amounted, in 1796, to feven 
millions one hundred and eighty-eight thonfand 
and one dollars. The following is a ftatement 
of their refpedtive produce : | 


Dollars. 
Tonnage and imports 75 ia 6,567,087 
Diftilleries - : 238,000 
Refining of fugars s “s 38,000 
Public fales ‘ Ce 33,045 
Retailers of wine and {pirituous liquors 68,000 
Carriages : 5 Ps 53,800 


Carried over 6,988,832 
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Dollars. 
Brought forward 6,988,832 
Poft office - - - - 72,909 
Dividends on the fhares of the bank 125,000 
Patents - - “ 1,260 
7,188,001* 


Although it is probable that, at the conclufion 
of the prefent war, the importation of the pro- 
duce of the Weft India iflands, deftined for re- 
exportation, will be reduced, and confequently 
the duties on tonnage diminifhed, it 1s neverthe- 
lefs to be expected that the total amount of the 
revenue will not be lefs, but that the encreafe of 

| population will add to the importation a quan- 
tity at leaft equal to what it will lofe by other 
-circumftances. But in the ftatement already 
made of the fituation of the finances of the 
United States, it appears that the revenues fall 
fhort of the expenditure, and that according to 
the loweft eftimation, it will require an annual 
augmentation of the revenues to balance’ the ex- 
penditure of nearly two millions of dollars—that 


* The ium of 7,183,001 dollars is the aétual receipt of the 
year 1796 ; but the fecretary of the treafury and the com- 
mittee of finances in the houfe of reprefentatives, compute 
the annual reyenye at no more than 6,200,600 dollars. 
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is to fay, 1f even the prefent duties do not falf 
off in their produce, and a‘war with an Ey. 
pean power might reduce ‘them almoft fo no- 
thing. New fources of revenue mutt therefore 
be explored, as well as rigid cconomy prattifed- 

1 no doubt the aid of the latter would be cop. 
fiderable, if it was the refult of an enlightened 
and comprehenfive fy{tem. 

Lhe congrefs, in the feffion which ended in 
the month of March laft, laid new duties, ag ] 
have before obferved, on the importation of ray 
fugars, bohea teas, molafles, cottons, fugar-candy,. 
and cocoa, with an addition of ten per cent on 
all'thefe articles when imported in foreign vellels. 
It does not appear aa thefe new duties are cal- 
culated to produce more than one hundred and 
‘ty thoufand dollars, and they may be expected 
to fall fhort-.of..that fum:; for it is well known 


thirt 
that the mereafe of this fort. of taxes at once 
diminithes confumption, and. gives encourage- 
ment to.fmuggling, A duty on ftamps, which 
was-calculated-to produce two hundred thoufand 
dollars, was impofed ingthe lat feffion, and a loan 

of e:ght hundred thoufand dollars authorized. 
In the feffion before the laft, warm debates 
arole on a propoiition for laying a direct tax upon 
lands.” Independent of the neceffity there 1s at 
prefent of augmenting the revenues of the United. 
States, 
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States, nothing is more evident than the propriety 
of adopting a mode of taxation which refts upon 
folid foundations, whofe produce is capable of 
being extended according to the demands of the 
{tate, and is independent of the fluctuations to 
which merchandize is fubject; and no tax pof- 
feffes thefe qualities in the fame degree as-a tax 
on-land. The: -feffion, however, paffed away 
without any thing being done in this important 
fubject. 

To judge of the obftacles- to which fuch a 
{cheme ‘would be fubject, itis neceflary to take 
a view of the! direct taxes which at prefent exift 
in-America. ‘The fecretary of the treafury, ina 
report made to’ 'the houfe of reprefentatives, at 
the clofe of the year 1796, on the practicability 
of raifing a direct tax throughout the extent of 
the United States, gives the following ftatement 
of the different modes of levying taxes in ufe in 
the feveral ftates : 

“ft, A uniform capitation tax, or a direct 
tax on perfons, without difcrimination of their 
property, profeffion, or employment, is impofed 
in'the {tates of Vermont, New Hampfhire, Maf- 
fachufetts, Rhode Ifland, Conneticut; North 
Carolina, and Georgia. 

‘The amount of thefé taxes in Vermont and 
Georgia is not'known. “Inthe five other ftates 
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it is from two-ninths to four-ninths of the total 
produce of the taxes of thofe ftates. 

‘‘ In none of the other ftates is this fpecies of 
tax in ufe; for the taxes on profeffions, on cep. 
tain clafles of people, and on flaves, cannot be 
deemed of that. kind. 

‘¢ od. In the ftates of Vermont, New Hamp. 
fhire, Maflachufetts, Connecticut, New Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania, and Kentucky, horfes and cattle 
are taxed, but with variations and exceptions, 
In Virginia horfes only are taxed. In the fates 
of Rhode Ifland, New York, Delawaie, and Maty- 
land,..capitals and farms are comprifed in the 
general computation of taxable property; in othet 
{tates thefe are not fubject to any tax. 

«« 3d. In the ftates of New York, Rhode [land, 
Delaware, and Maryland, taxes are impofed on 
the general mafs of property, real or perfonal, 
with particular exceptions in cach of thefe ftates; 
in the other ftates, taxes are impofed only upon 
{pecific articles of property. | 

“ 4th. In all the. ftates, excepting Vermont 
and Delaware, land is taxed, comprifing the lands 
uninclofed and uncultivated; and there is reafon 
to believe that the fame meafure will be adopted 
in the two latter ftates. 

‘‘In North Carolina lands are taxed by the 
quantity; without regard to their nature or fpecits 
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of culture. In Kentucky .they are divided into 
three claffes, according to their quality, but each 

- clafs is taxed uniformly. In South Carolina and 
Georgia the land is taxed uniformly by difiricts, 
cultivated or otherwife. In Virginiait is taxed 
according to a permanent computation. In 
Maryland and New Jerfey the relative value of 
the lands in the different counties and diftriés is 
determined by the law; andinthefe diftricts the 
land is taxed according to its value, never ex- 
ceeding a certain rate. In Pennfylvania the land 
is taxed according to a valuation made every three 
years. In Connecticut all the lands, with the 
exception of fome in two ofthe counties, are 
taxed according to the nature of their culture, or 
the kind of ftate they are in, and that uniformly, 
without regard to their refpective value. In 
Maffachufetts and New Hampfhire land is taxed 
according to its produce, or the annual rent or 
profit it is fuppofed to bring. In. the ftate of 
Vermont Jands inclofed and cultivated; with fome 
exceptions, aré taxed uniformly, without regard 
to their value-er produce. 

“ 5th. Capitals employed in commerce or 
manufacture are taxed in different ftates accord- 
ing to the principles of each. ftate, but in fome 
{tates they are not taxed. 

‘ Oth. Taxes-at the diferction of the affeffors 
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on the computed property or revenues of indj- 
viduals, are permitted in different: degrees and 
modifications in fome of the ftates; in others, 
all the taxes are impofed upon precife objects, 
and at a ‘certain rate. 

This {ketch may give an idea of the difficulties 
which the Union would have to encounter, as 
well as the greater ‘part of the individual ftates, 
in laying a tax on land with equity ‘and with 
fteadinefs in its collection. The impofition of 
it would give offence, like all new taxes, efpe- 
cially of a direct nature; but more efpecially 
among a people accuftomed to pay: very little in 
taxes. Different {tates having different modes of 
taxing the land, and fome having’ no ‘territorial’ 
impofition, the legiflature of the Union is placed 
between thefe two difficulties—either to adopt 
for its collection in each ftate accuftomed to the 
tax the mode eftabliihed in that ttate; and to 
eftablifh a’new mode’ for thofe ftates which at 
prefent have no fuch tax; which wouldsmake the 
tax bear unequally; or to eftablifh a uniform 
mode for all the ftates, which being contraty to’ 
the habits-and prejudices of many of them, would 
add toits°unpopularity, and render ‘its produce 
{till more “uncertain. To which difficulties itus 
to be added, that the tax being deftined to the: 
fervices of the general government, mutt be 
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colleGted by the officers of the Union, which 
mode of collection would bé attended with great 
expence. The committee of finances in the houfe 
of reprefentatives, who laid before the houfe the 
propofition for this tax, eftimates the expences of 
collection at twenty-feven and a half per cent. 

It is to bé obferved, that the popular party, 
that is to fay, the anti-federalifis, in the houfe, 
gave their fupport to the meafure, perceiving 
that the eftablifhment of a direct tax whofe 
weight fhould be immediately felt by every citi- 
zen of the United States, would probably furnith 
fome check on the difpofition they afcribe to the 
government of {fquandering moncy in ufelefs ex- 
pences. The federalifis oppofed the plan, and 
perhaps were not uninfluenced by the fame rea- 
fons. All the adherents, however, of the re- 
ipedctive parties did not vote with their leaders on 
this occafion. Many members of the houfe 
were guided by their own opinions of the tax ; 
and thofe opinions, which, no doubt flowed 
principally from a regard to the public welfare, 
were in fome inftances afcribed to private confi- 
derations, according to the circumftances of the 
perfons voting. 

Before I conclude this article on the finances 
of the United States, I cannot forbear to touch 
on a point, connected with the opinion I have al- 

Vor, IV. F f£ ready 
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ready exprefled—that the ftates in their general 
legiflation are rather occupied with the means of 
forcing themfelves into the rank of great and 
powerful nations than thofe of confolidating their 
{treneth and increafing their real power, Pep. 
haps this error in their policy is the natural refult 
ot the combination of circumftances which fyy- 
round them; but whatever be the caufe, it re 
tards their progrefs as a nation, which can be 
fecured only by their effectual independence, 
I have in view chiefly the duties on_ articles of 
importation, which I think were not calculated 
for the fituation in whick America was at the 
time of their being eftablifhed, nor are politic 
in her prefent fituation ; and their ill effedisare, 
I believe, already eeidenr If we look, without 
prejudice and with fufficient refle ection, at the 
nature of thofe duties, we fee they are rather 
contrived to increafe the revenues of the general 
government—no doubt a legitimate object of the 
taxes---than to add to the real welfare; orto 
cultivate the morals of the people, and conle- 
quently to add to the fecurity of the médepen- 
dence of the Union—objeéts furely not leis ne- 
ceflary than a tax. The fyftem of, thefe taxes is 
evfdently defigned to give encouragement to the 
commerce and navigation of the United States; 
and for that obje@ merely it is combined with 
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forefight. But commerce is only a fe -condary 0 
ject-in an extenfive Continental nation, abound 

ing with uncultivated lands.’ °°‘The more im- 
portant objects of its attention are—the cultiva- 
tion of its lands, the increafe of itXown raw pro- 
duce, and the eftablifhment of manufacturés, to 
make it ah of other nations for all the 
articles of the firtt neceility. Commerce is no 
more than the meaiis of exc changing a furplus of 
produce for articles that a nation cannot produce 
or manufacture. If it proceeds beyond that 
point, efpecially in a nation in its infan ney, it col- 
fects in the places where it is carried on, the 
population which would 6therwife {pread gene- 

a 


rally, and which ought to be employed in mal cing 


7 


the country generally produdive ;- while it tends 
to fill the coun try with foreign goods, and for a 
long time retards the eftablifhmicnt of manufac- 


tures athome, Fortunes may be made bY indi- 
viduals in this courf e; but it is a ¢ourfe that im- 


pedes the progrefs of a nation to nde 

and prof{perity. The duties on: in nportation in 
the United States appear to me to place them in 
this fituation. T) hey are no doubt very high; but 
as there are few - manuta@ures in the United 
States, the duties do not at all prevent the intro- 
duction of foreign merchandife, which turns al] 
the difpofable labour, or the greater part of it, to 
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navigation, for the introduction of foreign mer. 
chandife is the fupport of navigation, and enables 
it to afford wages for labour greatly exceeding 
what can be given by agriculture. The dear. 
nefs of labour alfo oppofes itfelf to the eftablifh. 
nent of manufactures, which are attended with 
difficulties and hazard, even in countries where 
labour ischeap. The money of the United States 
and the produce of their lands, enriches foreign 
nations, efpecially England, with whom their 
commerce is the moft confiderable, and indeed 
to whom it is almoft wholly confined. Itisa 
real tax paid by America to England.  Partat 
this money, indeed, remains in the hands of the 
American merchants, and confequently returns 
to the cultivator of the lands, but the greater 
part enriches a foreign country. 
he reader will be enabled to judge of the 
truth of thefe obfervations by the following com- 
parative view of the amount of the importation 
of the produce of the United States into England, 
and the importation of Englifh merchandile into 
the United States, prefented in 1796, to the houfe 


of commons in England. 
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Imports of the feveral United States into England. 
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States. 1792. 1793. 1704. el Bi 1705. = 
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bx! New England 101,616 88,701 40,401 | to, 013 < 
ti New York 156,769 149,975. 02,947 165,864 4 
Pennfylvania 42,620 168,798 35,809 485,310 on 

Maryland 118,490 102,198 35,388 78,741 4 

Virginia 300,482 262,081 204,219 | 189,467 “i 

North Carolina 44,656 28,000 | 8,012 | 19,340 o 

South Carolina 219,839 167,025 104,055 | 230,849 Sr 

Georgia 45,232 36,059 14,898 1 28,548 ee 
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COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES, EXPORTA- 
TION, TONNAGE, &c. 

The preceding article gives a good idea of the 
commerce of the United States, as far as a judg- 
ment can be formed from: the entries made in 
the cuftom-houfe books. 

Another way of judging of the advantage of a 
commercial intercourfe between two ftates, is 


sd 


the value of bills of exchange. ‘Vhofe of the 
United States drawn upon London, at fixty days 
fight, have always been at two per cent at Lig 
above par, except in the month of November 
1792 only, when they were at par; and fince 
- they have been at fix, and even as much as nine 
| per cent above par. 

The balance of trade may be fomewhat in fa- 
vour of.the United States in their dealings with 
other nations; but that 1s a very infufficient 
compeniation for the difadvantage they labour 
under in their commercial intercourfe with Eng- 
land, and that folely on account. of the manu- 
factured articles which they take from that 
country. 

This fyftem, fo ruinous to the fortunes of the 
American people, is ftill more prejudicial to its 
morals. The merchant in the ports of America, 
who receives. manufactured goods from abroad, 

Ff 4 naturally 
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naturally endeavours to increafe the confumption 
of them, fince it increafes his profit. He there- 
fore diffufes them in the interior, and as far as he 
can hope to find a fale; and a tatfte for foreign 
commodities accompanies their introduction into 
the motft aupeag provinces. 

There is no point of the United States, how- 
ever remote, even in the woods, 1n which one 
ftore, and frequently more, may not be found, 
There are eftablifhed warchoufes for foreign 
goods, which are emptied and filled again twice 
in the year, and of which the proprietors make 
a rapid fortune. 

The home manufactures do not fuffice alone 
to fatisfy the tafte for luxury, which 1s ifpired © 
by the fight of articles mare etine more fhowy, 
and more in fafhion in the great towns. 

A woman, ora young lad, would be afhamed 
to appear on a Sunday at church, withouta 
gown, a waiftcoat, or a hat, manufactured in 
Europe, for which they pay as much as fixty per 
cent dearer than in the {hops of Philadelphia Of 
New York 

A tafte for luxury leads to expenfive habits, 
and confequently to imprudence. It 1s therefore 


an objtacle to the complete happinefs which this 
nation feems deftined by nature to enjoy. The 
introduction of thefe foreign commodities into 

| the 





CE Frere 0 Ne 


THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. AA\ 


the back-fettlements may be compared to the in- 
troduétion of rum and whifky among the Indians. 
The motive is the fame, and produces the fame 
eftects. 

The abundant importation of merchandife 
manufactured in England into the United States, 
naturally proceeds from thofe ftates having been 
habituated, while Englifh colonies, to receive 
them from the mother country, of which it was 
the intereft to kcep its manufactories conftantly 
at work, and which, from its being the feat of 
power, pofiefied all the means of forcing that 
importation. 

It may be eafily conceived that, after the re- 
yolution, the opulent inhabitants of the American 
cities, muft naturally have retained their tafte for 
Englith ftufts and furniture, and the habit of 
ufing them ; and that it was the intereft of the 
Englifh merchants to encourage that habit; and 
this it was the more eafy for them to do, as the 
old American houfes having been almoft all dif- 
perfed by the revolution, the American merchants 
were in general little elfe at that time than the 
agents of Englith houfes. This ftate of things 1s 
then what it could not fail to be, fince the legif- 
lature has oppoied no obftacle to the prevalence 
of habit and individual intereft. 

With more wifdom and forefight, it feems 

that 


 ———— 


442 TRAVELS THROUGH 


that the government of the United States would 


have prohibited all articles arte aes 
| os iL rtiCcles of luxury manufac. | 
ee nae } 4 (i . 
furea avroad, or at leaft. would have taxed them 
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as high as circum{tances would haye permitted, 


without giving too great encouragement ta fmug 
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been Of a coarie quality. People too nicé to be 


contented with them, might then have procured 


foréien merchandize, by res double or treble 
their real value; but nj inety-nine out of a hun- 


dred of the inhabitants ue fag have accuf- 
tomed themfelves-to the manufactures of the 
country, fince it would not have been eafy for 
them. to procure the 1¢ produce of other peoples’ la- 
bour. ~The las ma mnutfactories would confe- 
quently have made a dies id advance towards per- 
icction, 
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Navigation employing féwer hands, agriculture 
would have had more at its difpofal. The in- 
create of cattle, now yery fearce in America, 
would have been one of the confequences of 
keeping up the national, domeftic, and other ma- 
nufactures. 

The Englith, French, and other artifans, now 
working in Europe upon the merchandize ex- 
ported to America, would shave brought their 
indufiry into the United States, where they would 
have obtained a more comfortable livelihood. 

The United States would have reafon to fear, 
that the prohibition, of foreign merchandize im 
their ports would have prevente d their own pro- 
duce from finding an outlet. The productions 
of the United States are articles of the firft ne- 
ceffity ; and feveral of pa are to be found only 

. ‘within their territory. 

As to their navigation, their fifheries alone 
would have been.a nurfery for more feamen than 
they will foon have occ fion for, it is to be hoped, 
in order to man their veffels of war; and their 
commerce would not have been therefore an- 
nihilated. No doubt, it would have been 1efs 
brilliant than we have feen it for fome years, 
but it would have been more folid. 

America would have had leis credit abroad ; 
but that credit is her ruin. She would have 

| had 
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had lefs fictitious riches; but would have pof. 


feffed more real wealth. Fewer emigrants trom 


other countries would have come to her with a 


view of making fortunes; but the would have 
received a much greater proportion of the labori- 
ous claiics of the community. Thofe fortunes 
which give fuch fallacious indications of prof. 
perity, are all made at the expence of America ; 
they catry away the money, and leave there no- 
thing but European habits, I had almof faid 
VICES. | 

The real balance of trade would have been in 
her favour; and it has been feen how much it js 
againft her. She would have had fewer {pecula- 
tions and fpeculators, but better morals; a le 


a 


. 


plendid difplay of luxury, but more republican 


2 


f 
inftitutions. The intercourfe with foreign na- 
tions would have been lefs expenfive ; but find- 
mg within herfelf the means of {upplying all her 
wants, {he would have been more independent, 
In a word, fhe would have acquired every year 
an increafe of fubftantia] enboupoint ; whereas,’ 
that on which fhe boafts, and on which fhe is 
congratulated, is nothing but a bloated appear- 


a) 


ance of corpulence. 

No doubt the cuftomhoufe would have pro- 
duced lefs to the national] treafury, but dire 
taxes would eafily have fupplied the deficiency ; 
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and if the United States had followed this fyftem 
from the time of the revolution, their own in- 
duftry would have been almoft adequate to their 
wants; whereas at prefent they cannot do with- 
out the affiftance of foreigners, except in the 
manufacturing of hats and leather, of which the 
raw materials are the ptoduce of their owa 
country. | 
They are dependent ; and that dependence 
which arifes from their wants, and which wi 
always increafe in segs as luxury, a 
at a great height in America, fhall be carried 
higher full, may have an influence upon the 
political determinations of the United States ; 
and may lead them into great errors, and to the 
adoption of meafures fooner or later prejudicial 
to their intereft. 

Several manufactories of fail-cloth have been 
eftablithed in the United States with tolerable 
fuccefs, but have been carried to no great extent. 
Every year alfo fome {pinning eftabliihments, 
and even cotton manufa¢tories, are attempted to 
be fet on foot; but the pitti ¢ year they are 
fure to fall; for no other an than the high 
price of labour, which is itfelf a confequence of 
the general fy{tem of taxation. 

I have fpoken of the e2 cports of the different 
ftates of the federal union, in proportion as my 

travels 
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travels have carried me into thofe different tates, 

nd more or lefs in detail, according to the nature 
of the information that I was able to procure, 
Lhe exports of the zeneral commerce of Ame- 


7 


Here follow the ena: as 5 Seceueaah ning to 


the congrefs by the fecretary of the treafury. 

It was only from the 1f of September 1789, 
that an exact amount was taken of them, that 
of the preceding years being imperfect. In ace 
counts of this fort, the year be gins on the If of 
October, and ends on the 30th of September fole 


lowing. 
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Amount of the Exports of the United States, 


1791, — 19,012,040 dollars. 
1792,— 20,753,097 

1/938, — 20,1 09,572 
/ 

FOR) es AY OA NAY 
1796, — 67,064,09; 


This ftatement exhibits a progreflive augmen® 


oO 
tation, fuch perhz aps as never exited in any coun- 
try in fo fhort a = of time. But this is the : 
4 ne Ee . “ 
place to repeat what I have faid as often as T have | 


‘ 


had an opportunity of {pedki ing of the exports of 


~ 


diferent ftates, that any one would be grofsly 


deceived 
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degeived who fhould judge of the increafe of the 

produce and refources of the United States by 

this enormous augmentation of their exports. 
The exports confit, 

Of the productions of the country, which, 
although increafed in quantity to a certain de- 
gree, have rifen much more in value; fome forty 
per cent, others a hundred, two hundred, and 
even more. ' This is owing to the wants of Ku- 


rope, exhaufted by the war in which it has been 


~ 


engaged. The vi ulue then of thefe exports is far 
from being an exact.rey prefentation of the real 
1, as 


bf 
yc Lhe re- 


wealth of the country, click can only 
fult of an increafe in the quantity of its wer ce. 

The war, in which all the commercial 
powers have been engaged for five years more or 
lefs, keeps their trade in a ftate of almoft total 
ftagnation. The United States are a kind of 


temporary depot of the produce of all countries, 


and of many of ae gee as where, before the 


> ‘Ts ee . , eae n° (YHeao fe i--3 F 
war, American veffels had not, by a great deal, 
{0 extentive a perm uffion to trade. Loreign pro- 

= 


rht 


- 


ae wae —s ee a ee a a 
duce is therefore brous it into. the ports of the 


ere 4 


Se = 
United States in much greater quantities than 
their confumption requires, and in mucl 


pa! 


quantities alfo than it would be if Europe were 
at peace. — 


The commodities over and aboye the con- 
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fumption of the United States are re-exported, — 
and fupply the different {tates .of Europe and 
their colonies. 

This increafed exportation 1s then, in this point —. 
of view, a very uncertain indication of the pea)» 
increafe of the wealth of the United States, finge a 
it does not depend upon the produce of their foil, ia 
and neither is nor can be lafting, A comparifon i 
of the quantity of the produce of the foil of the li 
United States exported annually, during fix years, ‘ 
will furnifh an inconteftible proof of the truth of 1.” 
the foregoing obfervations. a 

It is, again, from the accounts prefented to 
congrefs by the fecretary of the treafury, that] 
have made out this ftatement. 
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Account of the Exports of the principal Articles of the Prodece of the United States, for the Years 179%, 1792, 
17935 1794, 17953 and 1796. 





















































| MERCHANDIZE. ooo eee 
Tae :791. |. 1792. | 1793- | 1794- | 4795 790: 
me sameearee Brees!) Re SSeS Sa 
Potath and pearlath — — — — ‘Tons. 6,35 4 7,024 6,117 7,191 4,990 5,084 
Fith, dried and fmoked, — — — ee Barrels.) 383 237| 304-899) 3729825 -418,907| 400,818] 3775713 
Ditto, falt —-- — —  Jarrels, from 50 to 69 pounds.) $7424 48,2771 459440] 39,809) 55999 87,558 
' Whale and other fifh oi] —- — Gallons, reckoned at 4 quarts. 447,323) 406,423) 5 12,980} 970,628] 810,924 1,176,650 
" $permaceti ol © aa — — ees Gallonsa 134,595) 63,385) 14.005 6 82,49 ’ 80,356} 164,046 
It Whalebone aoa ~- — me — Founds:} 124,829} 154,497 2021620] 313,467) i 70 66a 308,314 
Sper maceti candles — -— Boxes, from 30 to 60 pounds. 4,560 35930 $3275 5,362) 53997 4,438 
it Leaftobacco ~ — -- Cafks, from 1,000 to 1,200 DOUNAS|+ + + + =» 112,428} 599,94: 80,158 61,050| 69,018 
Manufactured tobacco” cs —_ Be ae Younds.| 96,811} 127,919] 3473:343 56,735] 149,699] 296,22 
| Linfeed a ay dis —— oo Tons,| 58,492| 52,351 ¢1,708} 38,020) $8,552; §1,100 
g Whe See _ ~~ paghels OF 64 pounds'|r,018,339] 8537991450575, 69%797| 144273] 31,226 
‘ Corn of other Kinds a — —- Barrels of 180 pounds. 2304041931291 7405119354967 011,727,048] 2,187,83 111,329,210 
t Flour me) ee i — Barrels of 196 pounds. 619,087 824,464|1,074,0 9| $23,405| 687,369) 725,194 
Ditto of rye, maize, and buckwheat sa Barrels of 189 potnds.| 101,313 w 3.2621 9 ay io Gel aoe ean bo et 
Sea bifcuit -—— —- --- ; Barrels. 100,279] 3 36 6.6031 68,47 | 23 81.06! 
: = 92/9 0,9 0 i™”3 $3] 044.79) 71,333 I 1,065 
, Ditto aa — oo eo — Kegs. 5340 37,045] 43,300} 40,910, 37402) 27,102 
" Rice i o i ~— Tierces of 600 pounds. ee peed ¥41,702] 234,011] 102,020 138,526 131,039 
; Beef, pork, bacon = — — Barrels of 180 potinds| 94,621) 120,017 120,056) 156,072| 201,133 167,5 
7 Butter = — — Firkins, from 50 to 100 pounds. 16,666] 1 1,761 9,199) 36,932| 28,380 ve 363 
ie : eet. a — qe ems Quiita ls.) 1,299 1,259 1,462 55799) 233431 77: 352 
Orionsand poutine mM SEED HARE MRI Teccasl ste] ed 
Horfes'an d Mules pe ba Se aa — » % oes =| 39425 S751 by 4 
Pigs and theep ae a itt aor ae et S149 5 ae fae 
nah saat O. 27,180} 33.444 21,998] 142990] 11,476] 12,993 
Ox hides, calf and fheep fkins —<— rac mee eh Eee 404 1,002} 978} 53,146 26,866 16.004 
Leather . _ = =a -—- — Pounds. 5,424 19,5 361+ GCM. : 746,853) 1,819,224 127 44 
ao ane boots Me a eS — — — Pairs. Tee 9,254! 19,269) 99,029] 160,32" 22.0 724 
+ a — Pounds.| 317,195 152,622| 309,300; 130,012 49,515] 187.403 
Candies — rom —~ Boxes from 30 to. 60 pounds 25745 2,997 38551 20,391 28,695| 66.579 
Naval {to res 8, pitcr , turpent ine, rofin, tar, &c, &c. — Barrels of 300 pounds. 7: a a 146,909} $14,971. 72,552 132,8 6 138,346 
aan se = = a Tons of 2,200 pounds. 4,553 350331 2,879) : 926) "3,572 3,30] 
a ee ie = Pounds « «ses 1 856096) ate 300 nr losscbvzaa 
Kia get AALLOs 109;3! 139,323)1,700,0¢ 06 §,055:400)16)1115 5921 6 100,729 
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‘ J nele two Hake ahoak are alfo Mport d in confiderable guanti ties jince the war. The accounts of the Cuftomhboule do not di ftinguifh the quantity of the 
. st 4 + sc tran Ry Ca Pea a . +h, : ' . 

roduce of the United tates trom that which is the retult of 'forelg ‘n produce. Ii is only known that the culture of indigods now almoft red luced to nothing in 
Carolina a and in Georgia a, and that that of cotton is very much incr cated t here. we : 
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Upon examining this ftatement with atten- 
tion, 1t will be feen, 

1. That the quantity of wheat exported from 
the United States is diminifhed, and that the 
increafe in the exportation of flour, proceeding 
from the great number of mills that have been 
fucceffively erected, and in that of fea-bifcuit, 
does not by a great deal compenfate the decreafe 
in the exportation of wheat. This decreafe, for 
which I have met with no one who could give 
me a reafon completely fatisfactory, is owing, in 
part, to the ravages committed in feveral ftates 
by the Heffian fly, which has made it neceflary 
to abandon the cultivation of wheat, and in part 
to the great quantity of land laid down in pafture. 
But I muft again repeat, that the difference in 
the exportation of wheat is too great to be ex- 
plained in this manner, efpecially as in many 
new fettlements, corn is cultivated at leaft dur- 
ing the firft years; and as in many parts of Vir- 
ginia, Carolina, and Maryland, the cultivation of 
wheat has very generally fuperfeded that of to- 
bacco and indigo. 

The confumption may be increafed in the great 
towns by the increafe of their population ; and 
alfo in fome of the back fettlements, where, 
owing to a want of corn-mills, the ufe of wheat- 
flour was formerly almoft unknown. But this 

Vou. IV. G ¢ increale 
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increafe of confumption cannot be yery great; 
for in almoft every part of the United States 
where: wheat is cultivated, the inhabitants live 
upon rye-bread, and {till more commonly upon 
maize or Indian-corn. 

2. That the exportation of other corn, that is 
to fay, rye, barley, &c. is alfo diminifhed, This 
is owing to the increafed confumption of the 
diftilleries, which, though checked of late by the 
high price of grain, has neverthelefs been very 
confiderable during the laft fix years. 

3. It will be feen that the exportation of leaf 
tobacco is very much diminifhed, and that this 
diminution is not compenfated by the great in- 
creafe of manufactured tobacco; becaufe it ts 
true, as] have obferved in my account of the 
fouthern ftates, that the cultivation of tobacco 1s 
exceedingly decreafed. 

4. That the increafe of culture has been di 
rected to that of vegetables, onions, and pota- 
toes, and that it is confiderable ; and that it has 
taken a {till greater turn towards artificial mea- 
dows, or what are called grazing farms. The 
enormous difference between the progreflive ex- 
ports from 1791 to 1796, of cheefe, butter, tal- 
low, candles, and manufattured fhoes, is a proof 
of it; although it is true that the tanneries of 
the United States import a great quantity of raw 

hides 
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hides from that part of St. Domingo which for- 
merly belonged to the Spaniards. 

5. It will alfo be remarked, that the produce 
of the fifheries is much increafed in the laft fix 
years; but the greater part of this produce, fo 
confiderably augmented in quantity, is in itfelf of 
little value, excepting the whale fifhery; and al- 
though the amount of its whole value exceeds 
that of the value of produce diminifhed in quan- 
tity, the increafe is hardly of any account in the 
immente progreffion of the general value of the 
exports, which was eftimated at nineteen millions 
twelve thoufand and forty dollars in 1791, and 

at fixty-feven millions fixty-four thoufand and 
ninety-feven dollars in 1796. 

The following account of the exportation of 
foreign produce will prove how much of the in- 
creafe in the exports of the United States is owing 
to that branch of commerce, 
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Account of the Exports of the principal Articles of Foreign Produce. 

















Merchandize. 
1791 1792. | 1793. | 1704. 
Coffee Ibs. 962;9 712,336, 742)-- 8 Mi hoe Re 
‘Cocoa lbs.| 8,322 6,600}. 200,691} 1,141,802 





74,504/1,176,156 


: 


Unrefined fugar Ibs. 


Pimento and pepper, [bs./142,193 Bay es 128,616 60,959 
Merchandize known by 
the name of dry-goods, 
fhifts of all forts, ftock- 
ings, paper, &c. valued 


in dollars. SOR S69 ei. Se i ee Soi)? De 


Nankeens pieces} 7,072 12,340 10,972} 40,752 














543,664 989,358 


2,879,198! 6,554,346 


186,526] 349,000 
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I fhall add to this an amount of the drawback 
upon the re-exportation of foreign produce im- 
ported into the United States if the courfé of 
the years 1793, 1794, 1795; I was not able to 
procure one of the two preceding years, nor of 
the year 17906. 

I do not pretend to give, by this ftatement, a 
preeife idea of the. confumption of foreign pro- 
duce in the United States; becaufe goods being 
intitled to the right of a drawback for a whole 
year after they have been entered in the cuftom- 
houfe books, it fometimes happens that articles 
which have paid the duties in one year, and 
which are included in the receipts of that year, 
are not re-exported till the year after. 

~The following account, however, will afford 
an idea generally true, of the confumption of 
that produce;.and it will fhew,. that the con- 
{umption of colonial. commodities is little aug 
mented in the United States, while that of ar- 
ticles manufactured in England is confiderably 
increafed, 
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Account of the Duties paid upon certain Articles of foreign Produce, and of 
the Drawhbacks paid upon their re-exportation, for the years 1793, 1794, 
and 1795. / 
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YEARS. 


1793. 1704. 1795. 
Merchandize. 
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Duties paid. [Drawba acks.| Duties paid.|Drawbacks.|Duties paid.|Drawbacks. 
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Dry goods, &c.* 1,823,449 9,065|2,339,323|  19,50613,563,441| 85,780 
Coffee 1,396,659 169,928) 1,680,16311,141,523|2,694,902/1 ,946,226 
Cocoa 29,182 6,201 545542| 19,246} 173,576) 46,884 
Unrefined fugar } 660,350} 13,634) 727,332] 155,760] 970,888} 365,423 
Pimento and pepper 32,140 3,314 68,768 5,362 70,240 39,134 


* Nankeens, which pay a duty of thirteen per cent upon importation, are inchyded 
in this article. 
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No doubt this increafe in the exports gives 4 
great increafe of activity to trade: no doubt, alfo 
the rife of the price of commodities 1s another 
augmentation of wealth ; but it can only be con- 
fidered as temporary. This, perhaps, ts the place 
to fay a few words concerning the nature and 
pofition of the commerce of the United States. 

As long as the United States were Englifh 
colonies, their trade was regulated by the intereft 

- and ambition of the mother country, and could 
only be confidered as a branch of the Englifh 
commerce. This is nearly the cafe with Ireland 
at prefent. 

The accounts prefented to the Enghfh Par- 
liament, which will be found hereto annexed, of 
the imports and exports of the ftates of America, 
during the laft twelve years that they were Eng- 
lifh colonies, will prove how great has been the 
increafe of the commerce of the United States 
fince that period. | 

Yet if they be compared with an account of 
the commerce carried on between the United 
States and England, from 1792 to 1795, inferted 
in the preceding part of this volume, it will alfo 
prove how much the imports of the Englifh 
manufa@tures into the United States have aug- 
mented, fince the latter became independent. 

Hence it appears, that the augmentation in 
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the. commerce of the United States, and cong. © 
quently their independence, which may be con- | 
fidered as the principal caufe of it, have been ex. 
ceedingly advantageous to England, who neve; . 
thelefs confiders. their emancipation as an jn- 
jury, and would. not be forry to haye an Oppor- 
tunity of taking her revenge. 

I am far from thinking, however, that France, 
on being made fenfible of this truth, ought to 
regret for a moment the efforts fhe made to affift _ 
North America in obtaining the acknowledgment 
of her independence. Thofe efforts, eventhough - 
the United States may be in general forgetful of 
them at this moment, are neverthelefs one of 
the moft honourable traits of French generofity. 
Befides,. France has had a fhare in the trade of 
the United States, which fhe would never have 
had, if they had remained fubject to England; 
a fhare which, with better conduct, fhe might 
have rendered much greater {till, and which, 
with rational principles, fhe may no doubt here- | 
after increafe.. In a word, thefe great. fervices | 
rendered by France will, as long as there. is any 
gratitude in the United States, leave in the minds 
of their inhabitants an inclination for the friend- _ 
fhip. and alliance of France, which all the in- 


trigues of England can only fufpend for a time. 
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Account of the J} “alue of the Imports, from America into En roland, for eleven Years, as prefented to the 
Britifh I L laKuoines, 
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Po | —— | 
Totals . ; r.185 P22 OVT $2 62 21 90 «4 } ~ ; 
!29'1,083,683'1,192,386| 992,462|1,064,710]1,211,575} 9795371] 966,390, 283,867 
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COLONIES zZ Se — 
mee 1762. 1704.1 1762. | prot 767 =H ®& SS Re Sl a Hee ad \idiiendeaen 
ie: See 05. |-176 4 (TOF isike BPO 1770.1 1778. (1972.:| 999, 
Ss ihsintltatentiam | | 
Ke — 4 a f of < £ | | 
, ~~" » ied ° . . ® | 4 F.. 
N. Tle ° . o 202 2 ge ? fy “> 9° a > : | £, 4 * ys 
New Yo - egal 25293} 756090] 140.318] 152,694) 150,898} 133,788) 154,398) 158,278] 132,082] 128,005 
ew York ». + + | $359 i 53 97) $4,959} 67,020} 61,422 87,115) 70,466} 69,882, 95,875 52,703 76,246 
Virgieia tnd Nhavelaria, Bebe 229} 3952.59) a1 40) 26,851) 37,041 59. 400 26, tril. 28 1109 31 ors 29,133 t6,0e2 
‘Irginia anc fary and.| 042,294] ¢:9,408 0¢.6% : 27.02 7 ae a ae 2™~) 
arolina” 2 + 6.) 6) af 3825360) > 341,729! 395,919) 291,519 395 027, §08,108| 387,114 278, Bol -A20n4t tl. datioos|. are cee 
peat are, | | 9} 39 508; ; 19°7| 420,311] sae as 
Bis tosh poh e ie 
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Account of the Value of the Exports from England to America for the fame eleven Years. 
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f= > | et 
i iiactaca <<. hetohe | Bf. | sf $b ot ; ; 
Rr iS ane + + of 258,854) 462,573 455,526) 424,727] 421,067] aot | 214.67 “3 ~* 
New York ot ol 23 8crGol rir. 416loa8ll 240 S027) 4270971 420,549) 2145676] 400,51 420,119) 826,394] 529,184 
Pennfylvania aS 2 go 5 594 area 330,529 417,957 492,930! 74,918) 475,991 653.621] 3435970) 289,214 
Virginia and Maryland. ve eoott soe See oe] 3279314 371,330] 432,107} 199,909] 134,381) 728, “44 $07,909! 426.448 
be AVTAGAV LGdihie ’ Ln ” ‘al ' ~ >I | 74 - , A Ny! “ 24.0 
Cash a | het Age 389,224 3779548) 437,028 475,954 488, 3 2 717,782 satses 793,910) er a 
St 25% 152) 395:900) 334,709) 290,732) 244,093] 280.8681 206.60c 6.244 | he aay, 
| 35457 9} J 9/3 ' 44, 93) $9,503} 300,000 140,274 409, 169] 449.010) 344,159 


Totals I,$8 | 
we Cel . . Oo8Q 2 oa a ‘ ae Ahad ry ~ 
95 97,009 2,234, 180) I,91g,1 1761 752,150 1,892,575|2,107,408 1,284,464|1.875.4394,131,.97012.02 1 793)1,Q17.912 
a ee ad : 
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Total of the Impor t 
Fre ight, Inf Se a A Sil eee Total of the Exports . ss se + B,734,104 
ea Ber 66a mS Freight, Infurance and Profit, at 
cs se se 154745924 iz per cent ........ + £848,699 
134765,96 2,262 
Aiverage fora Year... s251,451m¢ dol! eer Take rs , we 
St,451= 5,5 63,0044 ollars. | Average for a Year 1416, 569== 10,745,3068 dol. 
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It was at the peace by which England acknow- 


Pa | 
ledged their Iddeneadesds, that the United States 
began to trade under their, own colours. But 
the great diftrefs in which they were left by the 
war, seat the weaknefs of the confederacy, ren- 
dered their commerce {till very precarious. 

Each ftate had its particular laws, prohibitions, 

and regulations. 
~- Some of them thut their ports again{t jcertain 
foreign merchandize, to which. others .opened 
theirs. 

The laws. and the cuftomhoufe rates changed 
every year, according to momentary confidera- 
tions; and the moft natural refult-of this order 
of things was, an active rivality and jealoufy be- 
tween the different ftates... It is then, properly 
{fpeaking, fince the adoption ‘of: the new confti- 
tution, that the name of the commerce of the 
United States may be given to the commerce of 
the different ftates of North America. 

The firft caufe, however; 'of the increafed com- 
merce of the. United States, may be carried-as 
far:back as the end of the year 1784. .-/M¢ that 
period, an order.of the king of France.in council, 
opened to their fhips three ports in St, Domingo, 
whither they were allowed: to carry falt fith, 
upon paying a:{mall duty. This order-alfo au- 
thorifed the adminiftrators of the ifland to permit 

the 





, 
ew 
A458 TRAVELS THROUGH 


the importation of their flour, whenever occafion 
might require it. The American fhips, till then, 
had only had permiffion to carry timber and live 
{tock to St. Domingo, and that only into a fingle 
port. ‘They were reftricted by the new order, as 
they were before, from taking any thing in ex. 
change except fyrups and molaffes. According, 
then, to the letter of the edict, their returns 
could be of no great value; but the admiffion 
ef American fhips into three ports of St, Do- 
mingo, gave a greater facility to {muggling, of 
which they did not fail to avail themfelves. 

The Englith, it is true, carried Jamaica fugar 
and coffee into the ports of the United States; 
but they were without competitors, and fold 
them at a high price, 

The wants of the United States required a 
much greater quantity than they received from 
England, and their intereft ftimulated them to 
procure it in a direct way. 

Flour and dry goods were fraudulently intto- 
duced into the rland. Raw fugar and coffee 
were fraudulently exported ; and the returns be- 
gan to be of fome importance, though ftillmuch 
reftricted in quantity, by the illegality of the 
means made ufe of to obtain them. 

But this traffic foon ceafed to be illicit. The 
yiolent fhock which the reyolution gave to the 

manufactures 
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manufactures and commerce of France, forced 
her to open the ports of her colonies to the veffels 
of neutral powers. 

From that moment the Americans engroffed 
all the commerce of the French colonies, which 
they were {0 well fituated to carry on, and which 
promifed them fuch confiderable profits. 

The others powers of Europe which had alfo 
colonies in the Weft Indies, being almoft all 
fucceffively engaged in the war, opened the ports 
of their colonies in hike manner to the Americans, 
or at leaft confiderably diminifhed their prohi- 
bitive regulations. 

Thus the commerce of the United States had 
the victualling of the Weft India 1flands, as well 
as an exclufive trade with the French and Dutch 
colonies, not only in provifions, but alfo in com- 
modities of every kind. ‘Their fhips were freight- 
ed to carry Weft India produce to Europe, and 
to bring back in return the articles neceflary for 
the confumption both of the United States, and 
of thofe fame colonies. 

The new conftitution of the United States 
was eftablifhed at the moment when the French 
revolution began, and fhortly after the new fyi- 
tem of American finances was adopted. “The 
confequent creation of frock of different kinds, 


the putting up of land-to fale, and the efta- 
blifhment 
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blifhment of banks, opened a vatt; field to foecus 
lation, and,to commercial enterprife. The {tate 
of Europe favoured thofe enterprifes ; they were 
extended, and the commerce of the United States 
foon reached the Eait Indies, . China, and every 
part of the known world. Its profits haye been 
confiderable. 

Such 1s the brief hiftory of the rapid and 
enormous increafe of the trade of the United 
States; but it is precifely from the rapidity of 
that immenfe increafe, that we may prognofticate 
the fhortnefs of its duration. 

Lhe profperity of a nation’s commerce cannot 
be durable, unlefs it. be founded upon. a folid 
bafis; and the folid bafis of a nation’s commerce. 
is the produce of its foil, of its manufactures, and 
of its colonies, when it has any. _Thefe.are its 
only permanent. riches, thofe of which it alone 
can difpofe ; its produce, and the commodities it 
receives in exchange, are the natural limits of its 
trade. 

If a nation by extraordinary circumstances, 
unconnected with its internal pro{perity, fuch, 
for inftance, as thofe occafioned by the troubles 
and tranficnt misfortunes of other nations, take 
a flight far beyond its natural means, and much 
above the fituation in.which it is placed by its 
Own. refources, its profperity cannot be of long 

duration, 
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duration; A change in external circumftances 
muft fpeedily bring it back to the {tate affigned 
to it by the extent or the mediocrity of its wealth. 
Such is the fituation of the trade of the United 
States of America, which the troubles of Europe 
have rendered flourifhing, but which the return 
of tranquillity will reduce to its priftine ftate. 

If the European powers, engaged in a terrible 
-war, forced to devote all their means to it, in- 
capable of going themfelves to fetch the articles 
they ftand in need of from foreign ports, nay, 
even incapable of victualling their colonies, and 
of.receiving the produce of them ina direct way ; 
if the European powers have been under the ne- 
ceffity of leaving to neutral flags the trade which 
‘they could not undertake themifelves, does it fol- 
low that they have abandoned it to them en- 
tirely? Is it not certain that they will haften to 
refume, as foon as they are able, the trade which 
naturally belongs to them, fince they have within 
themfelves the means of carrying 1t on? 

In matters of commerce a nation gives up to 
others only what it cannot undertake itfelf, and 
even fuppofing that it grants them momentary 
advantages, it is folely with a view to its own 
intereft; it will withhold them, as foon as it 
perceives that its intereft is injured by this con- 

ceflion. 
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ceffion.. Polhtical confiderations, or a: friendf 
alliance can alone induce them to act otherwife. 

We. are not yet arrived at the period when 
nations, difcoyering their own intereft ina greater 
generofity of principles, will by general confent 
give abfolute and entire liberty to trade. That 
period, if ever it fhould arrive, is not yet at hand, 
It therefore cannot be doubted but that the En- 
ropean powers, according to their aceuftomed 
fyftem, will lay prohibitory reftrictions upon all 
trade that is not their own, and will thus reduce 
the United States of America to the limited com- 
merce which they carried on before the troubles 
of Europe. 

I do not mean, however, that the United 
States are not fufceptible of an increafe in their 
commerce. I. am far from thinking fo, The 
extent of their territory, the -fertility of their 
foil, the induftry of their inhabitants, their bold 
and enterprifing -difpofition, their rapidly m- 
creafing population, the great bays that penetrate 
into the country, the number. of. fine rivers that 
water it, the facility of cutting canals, m order 
fo open 4 communication between them, and 
this to connect the great lakes with the Atlantic 
Ocean, and the Gulf of Mexico; all thefe cit 
cumfiances promufe them-a degree of profperity, 

which 
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which muft in future ages render this part of 
the world the rival, and perhaps the fortunate 
rival, of Europe. 

But then the United States will have a rich 
produce from their foil, extenfive manufactures, 
a great abundance of refources within themfelves, 
and all this can only take place in confequence 
of a fuccetlive progreffion of thofe refources, and 
after a long feries of years of peace and internal 
tranquillity ; in a word, by the gradual operation 
of time. But it is of the prefent moment and 
of the exifting circumftances of the United States 
that lam fpeaking, when I apply to the fudden 
increafe of their commerce this inconteftable 
political truth, that all profperity which is not 
the refult of natural refources, and which de- 
pends folely on extraordinary and foreign caufes, 
can only be confidered as tranfient, and rather 
oppofes than favours an increafe of wealth in 
the country that experiences it. 

This truth, whica holds good in regard to all 
nations, has a {till flronger application to nations 
abfolutely new, whofe commercial houfes are 
hardly eftablithed, when thefe uncommonly fa- 
yourable circumftances enable them to give a 
confiderable extenfion to their fpeculations. The 
misfortunes of ind:vidual traders, from which 
they can only efcape by a degree of prudence, al- 

moft 
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moft fupernatural, adds much 1n fuch times tg 
the danger which the nation 1tfelf runs from the 


temporary inflation of its trade. 


kept alive the trade of the United States were 
inconfiderable, their commerce being very much 

confined; and even part of thofe capitals were 

Englifh property, either direétly, or in the fhape 

of credit, given by the Engl:th honufes to the | 
American ones. If the American: merchants 
had been’ prudent enough to take, out of the 

enormous quantity of bufinefs which a fudden 

combination of circumftances prefented to them, 

only fuch a part as was proportioned to their ca- 

pitals, their enterprifes would have been much 

lefs extenfive, and the appearance of their pto- 

{perity’ lefs brilliant; but their fuccefs would 

have been more folid and more certain. 

They fet, on the con rary, no bounds to their 
ambition, and only confidered commercial af- 
fairs with a view to the enormous profits they 
feemed to afford. Speculations in land held out 
a new lure to their avidity ; and independently of 
the gain they promifed themfelves from a tefale 
highly advantageous, they found in them alfo a 
fource of credit, becaufe they had, fora long 
time, nothing to pay for their acquifitions, and 
becaufe they hoped {peedily to receive fome ready 
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money from new purchafers loaded with capitalss 
whom they expected to fee driven in crowd, 
acrofs the Atlantic by the ftate of affairs in Eu- 
rope. ? 

Laftly, the eftablithmerit of. banks; ahd. the 
quantity of paper in circulation, afforded: them 
alfo new means of obtaining credit. Trafting 
in all. thefe hopes; they ventured, without referve; 
upon every fpeculation which held out the {malleft 
profpect of gain. A fpirit of enterprife, anda 
boldnefs in the execution of their pians, which 
fets all danger at defiance, are two remarkable 
characteriftics of the American people; in almoft 
all the fituations.of life. Thefe are, no doubt; 
the germ of great qualities; and may be. the 
means of great fuccefs; but if this {pirit of en- 
terprife, and this boldnefs were directed by ptu- 
dence, they would lead to a much fafer refult; 
whereas without it they tend to confequences fo 
much the more ruinous and inevitable, as they 
have not been forefeen. 

What happened to the American merchants? 

1, Delays natural to be expected in the dif- 
patching of their orders, and often tardy returns, 
whieh though not hurtful to commerce i ge= 
neral, are highly prejudicial to merchants, when 
far from reckoning upon them, they think that 
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they cannot take place, and enter into engage- 
nients in confequence of that flattering opinion, 

2: The taking of a great number of their thips, 
firft by England, who, independently of her hot 
tile views towards France, gratified, by feizing 
them, the jealouty which fhe felt at the com- 
mercial profperity of a nation, that fhe has never 
ceafed to confider as an affemblage of rebellious 
fubjects; and afterwards by France, who was de- 
firous, above all, of injuring the Englifh com- 

“merce ; and, at the fame time, exprefled her dif- 
content at the advantage given to England by 
her old ally America. 

3. The fpeculations in land. proved erroneous. 
The number of thofe who prefented themfclye 
ds purchafers bore no proportion to the number 
of thofe who withed to fell; and who were hard 
prefied by want. 

4, The banks, numerous as they became, could 
not anfwer the demands of difcount, which 
came to them from all quarters, confequently 
they did not difcount all the bills which were 

orefented to them, and the longeft date of thofe 
hey received did not exceed fixty days. 
5; 
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and laftly, the prices of commodities fell 
fpeedily in Europe very much below what the — 
American {peculators had paid for the fame attr 
cles 
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cles ‘in the territory of the United States; and, 
in the mean time, the day of fulfilling the en- 
gageménts they ‘had contraéted, in order to fend 
their thips to fea, was conftantly coming round ; 
the period of thofe entered into upon the pur- 
chafe of land, though it might fometimes expe- 
rience a little delay, was fure alfo to come*at 
laft; the commodities, which were prevented 
from being fent to Europe by the low prices they 
bore there, were alfo to be paid for; and if any 
merchant had received fums of money in truft, 
which had enabled him to extend his coficerns 
with a little more folidity, he was obliged to re- 
fund thofe fums upon ‘the firft demand, which 
was neceflarily accelerated by the precarious and 
dangerous {tate of commerce. 

Such is the difagreeable fituation in which 
the American merchants were involved, and in 
which they are ftill more deeply ‘involved every 
day; fuch of them, at leaft, as in their enterprifes 
were rather led away by their avidity than guided 
by prudenee and reflection, and thefe -are the 
greater numbers. 

It may be eafily conceived that the means by 
which they endeavour to extricate themfelves 
from thefe embarraf{ments are very difficult, and 


require great facrifices. 


Thofe in general employed are as follows: 
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Firft,, a requeft made to fome friend for hig | 
credit for thirty or fixty days. 

But it feldom happens that an American mer- 
chant does not find his friend in the fame-ne- 
ceffity. They therefore accommodate each other 
with notes at fixty days fight, and endeavour to 
get them difcounted at fome bank, which is often 
obliged to refufe, on account of the great difpro- 
portion between its means and the great number 
of fimi!ar applications. 

Thefe notes are then given to an exchange 
broker, who, according to the ftate of the money 
market, and the name of the indorfer, fells them 
at two, and three, and fometimes four and five 
per cent per month difcount. 

Thefe notes are afterwards depofited at the 
bank by the purchafer, and it then becomes 
highly neceflary to pay them when due; for 
there is no more credit, no more poffibility of 
difcount, for a merchant, whofe bill has been 
protefted after once being depofited at the bank. 

They alfo endeavour to obtain others, of which 7 
they avail themfelves in the fame manner. : ; 

But it will not do to put too many notes into 
circulation. . Their renewal, too often repeated, 
might have a bad effect upon their credit, which 
it is important for them not entirely to lol. 
‘They then buy bills of exchange upon London at 

a long 
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a long date, and fell them for ready money below 
par. This is a frequent means of procuring cafh. 

Sometimes goods are taken upon the longe 
credit that can be obtained; and fhipped for a 
foreign market; and, in this cafe, the American 
merchant draws according to his neceffities, the 
London merchants engaging to accept the cons 
figner's notes for two-thirds of the amount of 
the confignment, upon tranfmitting to'them the 
bill of lading, and empowering them to make the 
infurance. 

If thefe means fail, the merchant whofe wants 
are urgent, fends his merchandife, if he have 
any, to a public auction, or elfe he procures ‘dry 
goods at a high price, and at five or fix months 
credit, and has them publicly fold, very often with 
the lofs of twenty-five or thirty per cent. 

Sometimes he endeavours by building houfes, 
or by fome other oftentatious expenic, to create 
a falfe opinion of the {tate of his affairs, which 
are thereby rendered much wars: 

Such are, in part, the uw denfome means which 
the merchant, deceived in his {peculations, takes 
in order to prolong his SCR bates but 
thofe méans on! y ferve to render his ruin more 
inevitable. At length he can no — ser uphold 


his endian and it often happens that a houfe 


which in the evening was thought worth three 
Hh 3 or 
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or four hundred thoufand dollars, offers in the. 
morning four or five fhillings in the pound to it 
ereditors. 

It is true that examples are not wanting of 
merchants, who, before they declared their bank. 
tuptcy, robbed their creditors of a great part of 
their money, by donations made to their wives 
and children, and by concealing paper in their 
pocket-books. There are alfo inftances of others, 
who, upon lofing their credit, fecretly buy upon 
‘change, with money kept in referve, their own 
bills, when at a difcount of perhaps fifty and fixty 
per cent. ¢) 

The latter, though real bankrupts, and even 
fraudulent ones, avoid the name, and do bufinefS 
the next day with more certain credit, im propor- 
tion as their manoeuvre is better known, for they 
are then fuppofed to be pofleffed of property. 

As to him who has declared his bankruptcy, 
as {oon as he has delivered-the remains of his for- 
tune to his creditors he is free by law; and 
though in fome ftates the law gives his creditors 
a claim upon his future fortune, equal to-the 
amount of the lofs upon their debts, he eafily 
evades the regulation, by not difcovering the 
profits he may derive from the fums he has with- 
held, or by carrying on his new- commercial ope- 
rations under another name. | 
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All thefe fatal and fhameful tranfaCtions are 
the natural confequences of fpeculations under- 
taken and carried on without a proportionate ca- 
pital. And thefe are not the only ones. An 
American merchant’s want of punctuality in.his 
payments, no doubt, infpires thofe who may 
have occafion to deal with him with ditruft; 
but it does not produce in himfelf any {entiment 
of fhame, and affects his reputation very l:ttle, 
even if it affect it at all. 

Lhe merchant who has fufpended, his pay- 
ments, and whofe bills are protefted, is equally 
well received upon ‘change, in fociety, and even 
obtains the moft diftinguifhed public employ- 
ments. Heis generally confidered as a man who 
has played his. game ull, or who has. met with:a 
bad ran of luck. 

The ‘frequency of thefe examples, common 
interei{t, and the opinion generally entertained in 
America, that no one can have any thing more 
effential to do than to endeavour to get money, 
produce, I will not fay this toleration, but this 
total indifference in the public mind. 

Thus, while the merchant in Europe is guided 
in. his commercial conduét by his perfonal inte- 
grity and the preferyation of his honour, of. his 
credit, and of the reputation of his name, the 


American merchant has no other reftraint than 
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his own honefty, his felf-efteem, and his cone 
{cience, and though that re{traint is doubtlefs the | 
moft powerful when it exifts, it muft unfortu 
nately be ac k nowledged that 1t 1s not the mof 
‘femmon. | 
It may therefore be faid that the merchants of 
America, who, in confequence a their prudence 
and caution in their operations,’ and moderate 
ufe of their credit, have conftantly been exaéin 
their payments, and honoura iis in. their tranf- 
actions, are, on that account, deferving of parti- 
cular efteem, fince they are an exception to the 
general depravity. | | ¥H 
t muft not; however, be thoug ht that this ex- 
ception is very uncommon. ‘There are in Ame- 
rica a great number of ‘houfes; either American, 
Englith, or French, whie h for folidity, prudence, 
punctuality, and delicacy in Cart rying on bufinefs, 
do not yield to any of the fo juftly famed houfes 
of Europe. Jf in this number I name that of 
Mr. Puitie Nrxiyn, [do not pretend to give 
it a fuperiority over the others, by whieh that 
merchant's modetty, and that of Mr. GriPPiTH 
his partner, would be’ hurt;’ but I thall be ex- 
cufed for fecking, by the mention of their names, 
to gratify a feeling of affection and eratitude for 


the conftant marks of friendthip and kindnefs 
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which I received from ‘them during my ftay in 
America, and none of thofe-who are acquainted 
with Philadelphia will reproach me with having 
indulged my feelings at the expenfe of truth. 

I. muft once more repeat; that there are a 
great number of houfes of this kind inthe United 
States, but it is not the greater number; and it 
is the greater:number that I am bound to con- 
fider, when I-am fpeaking: of the ftate of com- 
merce in America. Thefe good and {crupulous 
houfes are afflicted at the fituation of the Ame- 
rican trade, by which their own intereft is often 
greatly a fufterer, notwithftanding their prudent 
condué&: Their delicacy, as well vas their inte- 
reft, is hurt by it; but all they can do is to be 
upon their guard againft the {ufpicious honutes, 
and to keep a watchful eye over all the others ; 
the moft honourable merchants being obliged to 
mect upon “change, and invalmoft every houfe, 
and often to fee in: confidential employs, men 
whom private intere{t, and public honour, ought 


to devote to reprobation. 

This deplorable ftate of things cannot be na- 
tural; but I muft repeat it again, it 1s the ne- 
ceflary refult of enterprifes, and of {peculations 
rafhly hazarded, which are themfelves the refult 
of a ba of butinefs of all kinds, that the 

fituation 
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fituation of Europe and the Weft Indies hag pros 
duced, and of the dangerous: facility afforded by 
the great number of banks. 

In almoft all the great-towns of ithe United 
States, and particularly of thofe to the northward 
of Baltimore, every body 1s a merchant; that js 
to fay, every body fpeculates, trades, and jobs in 
the ttecks: ~The judge, the advocate, the phyfi- 
cian, and the minifter of divine.-worthip, are all, 
or almoft all, more or lefS interefted: in the fale 
of land, in the purchafe of goods, in that of bills 


of exchange, and in lending money at two or 
three per cent per month: few of them are con- 
tented with what they have. 

The merit of a man is rather too much efi: 
mated im America by the fortune which he is 
fuppofed to poflefs; and no body lands in this 
new world without the project of making an 
ample and rapid fortune ;, examples | of {uecels 
being fo frequent, that they .hold out a oreat 
encouragement to thefe projects. The means of 
executing them were alfo for a long while great; 
but they are lefs fo at prefent, at leaft m this 
way ; and avidity does not diminifh in the fame 
proportion. 

Here then are a great many {nares laid for 
delicacy ; a great many reafons explanatory of 
the ftate of commerce in the United States, and 

the 
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the faithful account that I have juft given of it, 
will leave no doubt of the’ truth of my affertion, 
that the brilliant appearance of the trade of the 
United States; and the increafe of its activity 
and of its exports, are no more than a tranfient 
gleam of profperity, rather pernicious than ufeful 
to real wealth, and to truce national profperity. 

No doubt, in the midft of all thefe evils, con- 
fiderable fortunes have ftarted up. Some of them 
have been made by prudence and induftry; others 
are the offspring of good fortune. The, cities are 
grown infinitely larger, which, in my opinion, 
is of itfelf a @reat evil: they are embellithed ; 
but luxury has made its: way from every quarter 
into the United States; and when the commerce 
of Europe refumes its level, and when peace fhali 
have reftored to every power the enjoyment of its 
rights, it is much to be feared that nothing will 
remain to the United States of the aftonifhing 
and momentaneous increafe of their commercial 
activity, but a love of luxury, and the impoiiibi- 
lity of fatisfying it. 

That epoch will probably be alfo the moment 
of new misfortunes to more than one American 
houfe ; but, as a friend to America, I beg leave 
to fay, that if the profit by experience, it may 
alfo be the epoch of her certain improvement, 
of her real profperity, and of a folid increate of 
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her commerce. She is deftined by nature for a 
{tate of ftreneth and ‘greatneds, which nothing 
can prevent her from attaining, but too hatty a 
pace, which might attempt’to condu& her thithet 


~ 


without pafling through the neceflary grada- 
Betore Il terminate this article concerning the 
trade of “America, it remains to be fad, that all 
commercial caufes are fubmitted, in the United 
States, to the judement’of the ordinary tribunals, 
eonfequently to: a courfe of law which the leat E 
ikilfal advocate can protract tothe féneth of 
cighteen months ; and with a little more ability 
he may {pin it out to two or three years. This 
inconvenience is very great in commercial af- 
fairs, in which a difhoneft man may “avail him- 
felf of the delay, to keep for a long time in his 
hands a capital, really the property of another, 
which, by remaining unproductive the whole of 
that time, occafions a lofs not likely to be com- 
penfated by the damages that may be awarded 
to him. 

This inconvenience, however great it may be 
in regard to the merchants fettled in America, 
is much greater ftill with refpect to the foreign 
traders; who fend or carry cargoes, or make con- 
fignments thither. The alternative of a> mer- 
chant’s remaining feveral years in America, in 


order 


Veh 








THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c, 477 


order to enforce his claims, at a great expence, 
and of being thus kept at a diftance from the 
centre of his affairs; or of being obliged to en- 
truft the management of his caufe to. another, 
adds much to the misfortune of feeing himfelf 
deprived, during a tedious law-fuit, of the ufe 
of his money, notwithftanding the clearnefS of 
his cafe. It 1s then, that he feverely feels the 
want of thofe commercial tribunals, of thofe 
confular jurifdictories fo witely eftablifhed in 
France, where the moft honourable and. beft in- 
formed merchants are annually elected as judges ; 
where the proceedings are free from all pothibility 
of chicane, and do not coft more than fix dollars 
in. expences; where the. caufes apparently the 
moft. complicated are decided in the {pace of 
three weeks; and where there are, I will not fay 
none, but very few examples at. leaft, of judges 
accufed of partiality in their judgments, or of 
carelefinefs in the inveftigation of facts; and 
where, in cafe of an appeal to the fuperior courts, 
the party in whofe favour fentence has been pro- 
hounced, can obtain poficflion of the fum award- 
ed him, or 8f the effects. which he claims, «upon 
giving fecurity to return them, in cafe of a con- 
trary judgment being pronounced bythe court of 


appeal. 
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DEALINGS IN LAND. 


In fpeaking generally of the trade of the 
United States, I mentioned the traffic that js 
carried on in land as one of its elements. Thia 
kind of commerce is fo peculiar to North Ame- 
rica, that it is deferving to be made known, at 
leaft in a fucciné manner. 

The traffic in land, is founded upon the con- 
fiderable mafs of land in the territory of the 
United States, in comparifon with their prefent 
population, and upon the probability of the aug - 
mentation of that population, either by its own 
means of reproduction, or by foreign emigrations. 
This traffic is, like all the other branches of 
trade, and more than any other, ‘a traffic of {pe- 
culation. 

The wafte lands, and they amounted to more 
than four-fifths of America, were found, at the 
end of the revolution, to belong to ‘different 
ftates, which, as fovereigns, have imbherited this 
property from the fovereipnty of the crown of 
England. Many of thefe lands were {till occu- 
pred by Indian nations; but a part of thofe na- 


tions had, during the ‘war, jomed ‘the Engilifi 
troops againit the United ‘States. It was neced 
fary then to drive them back, or rather at ‘was 
necefiary to drive back all the Indians, whofe 
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yicinage the United States bore with impatience, 
Here it may be proper to remark, that the In- 
dian nations; who were formerly the fole pro- 
prictors of the American continent, and to whofe 
hofpitality the eftablifhment of the Europeans is 
folely due; are confidered by the defcendants of 
the firft colonifts, as ufurpers of the land) which 
they ftill poffefs, and as only holding it by virtue 
of their good will and pleafure. 

The lands granted by the kings of England 
before 1776, have, with fome exceptions, re- 
mained in the poffeffion of thofe to whom the 
grant was made; but the quantity of thefé was 
infinitely fmall, in proportion to the mafs of the 
uncultivated land. The proportion of the quan- 
tities of thefe: lands was not even ‘in the=ratio of 
the extent of territory of each ftate. The fmall 
{tates, particularly thofe that lie near the fea, 
having been. longer imbhabited, poffeffed but a 
imall portion; and fome had none at all; while 
the great ftates, thofe particularly whofe territory 
extended far into the interior of America, fach 
as Georgia, the two Carolinas, Virginia, Pennfyl= — 
Vania, the ftate of New York, Maffachufetts 
and New Hampthire, were in pofleflion’ of im- 
Menfe quantities. It wasneceflary for thefe ftates 
to fell the wafte lands, in order both to afford 
their growing population leafier means of acquire 

ing 








A80 TRAVELS THROUGH 


ing. property, and to hold out ‘a: bait to foreign 
emigration: | 

Laftly, the ftates had debts refulting from the 
war, which it was neceflary to liquidate, without 
burdening the: nation:-with new taxcs. For at 
firft it was. little able to bear them; and it was 
eyen the intereft of the {tates to diminifh the 
exifting taxes as much as poflible, in order to ren- 
der fettling in their territory more advantageous 
and attractive. 

In the lands to be fold were comprifed the 
confifcated eftates of the Tories; who had ferved 
the Englith during the revolution... The ftates 
cannot be accufed of having enforced:this law of 
confifcation with too great feverity. 

In order to bring thefe lands to fale, the ftates 
opened land-ofhices, where perfons who meant 
to purchafe recéived warrants or commiffions to 
have the lands they. pointed out furveyed, by the 
furveyor of the ftate; but they were not put. in 
pofieflion of them, till it appeared that they had 
not yet been granted to any one, and were not to 
receive the title-deeds till they had paid the {ti- 
pulated price, and fulfilled the conditions impofed 
by the law. 

The lands occupied by the Indians were not 
immediately fold;-but the ftates fold-the right of 
pre-emption, that is to day, the exclufive privilege 
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of purchafing thofe lands, as foon as the Indians 
fhould confent to fell them; and the fate ynn 
dertook the negotiation; as foon as it fhould deem 
it poffible to fet it on foot. 

It is not my intention to enter into a detail of 
the frequent alterations made by the ftates in 
their laws concerning the fale of land, and of the 
fill more frequent departure from them by the 
land-offices themfelves; of their conftant negli~ 
gence in the examination of the AeiMeeaent 
and of the greater or lefs validity of the titles; in 
a word, of the great abufes of every kind which 
have taken place in this branch of the adminiftra~ 
tion. ‘To do fo, it would be neceflary to write 
a particular hiftory of the laws and land-offices 
of each ftaté. Suffice it’'to fay, that there are 
few which have acted with the neceflary pun¢tu- 
ality, few which have dealt fairly and honourably, 
and few which have fhewn the attention which 
we havea right to expect from every public ad- 
miniftration. 


The lands were offered to fale to any one who 
Wwifhed to purchafe them: 

A certain quantity was given to the troops em- 
ployed during the war. 

Several other largé portions were put up to fale 
by the commifvioners. 
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Famiuhes, either forcigners or Americans, bought 
fimall parcels, with a view of fettling. 

Butithe ftates, more ‘taken up with the defire 
of obtaining the money, of which they ftood in 
need, than of that of {peedily covering thofe lands 
with cultivators ; and thinking, befides, that great 
proprictors would be excited by their intereft to 
parcel them out with more promptitude than a 
dtate could do, readily confented to fell them in 
large mafles, in oppofition to the law which, in. 
many of the ftates, limited the number of acres: 
that would be fold to any one perfon to five or 
fix hundred. 

This regulation -has been evaded in the ftates 
an which it exited, by felling great quantities of 
dand to the fame perfons under different names, 
and by making out as many contra¢ts of fale, un- 
der thefe fictitious names, as the quantity of land: 
fold contained ‘lots of the extent fpecified in the 
daw. 

Almoft all thefe contra¢ts of fale alfo contained 
a Clanfe, by which the purchafer was required to: 
eultivate, or caufe to be cultivated, a certain 
quantity of acres per lot, within a given time; 
and the penalty of difpoffeffion was pronounced 
againit any one. who fhould neglect to fulfiltthis 


condition. It is eafy to concerve that this con- 


dition; 
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dition, fo difficult to comply with in ereat bar 


za 


gains, has been frequently evaded. 
it was then that the great {peculations began, 
jand being purchafabie of all the ftates at a very 


low price. ‘The itates were mundated with 


paper-money, peculiar to each, and all in a ftate 
of depreciation. he periods of payment oc- 
curred at diftan: intervals. ‘Th increate of po- 
pulation, emigration, and the clearing of the 


land, promifed a great and ike ie in the 


value of ee ands. dhe {pirit ot {peculation 
id cf | mes Se : 
then laid hold cf every clafs of the inhabitants of 


' 
_— 


> 


America. ae was at the time of the new fyf- 


tem of finance, when fo many confiderable for- 
tunes were mace by jobbing in the certificates of 
the American debt. The legiflatures of the ftates, 
fome of them at leaft, gave ftil greater encou- 
ragement to the fale of their lands, by ordering 
that certain kinds of the depreciated paper fhould 
be taken in payment of the purchafe; a regula- 
tion which gaye rife to confiderable nialverfations. 
The members who compofed thefe legiflatures, 
were often feen to confult their private interefts 
in thefe operations of finance. 

At that time, as Ihave juft faid, the {tates were 
inundated with paper money of different kinds, 
the fruit of the misfortunes of the war, and of 


the diftrefs which had been its confequence. They 


Ii2 were 





AGA TRAVELS THROUGH 


were all of them at a difcount. One day, for in» 
{tance, the legiflature declared, that after a cers 
tain delay, generally very fhort, fuch paper would 
not be received in payment; and fome time 
after, a little before the expiration of that delay, 
it announced the fale of a certain quantity of land, 
in payment of which the profcribed paper would 
have a right to be prefented. The members 
who were in the fecret of this manoeuvre, or 
their friends, bought up this paper-money at the 
time of its profcription, that is to fay, at its 
loweft price. Lhey then prefented themfelves at 
the fale as foon as it began, and very often in 
twenty-four hours the purchafe was completed. 

By thefe means many fpeculators acquired 
land, with a real value of two or three cents or 
dollars per acre, payable in fix or eight years, with 
a difcount from the treafury of the ftate, ac 
cording to the value at which the land was rated 
by the law, in cafe the payments were made be- 
fore they became due. 

Thefe malverfations did not take place in all 
the ftates; but in ‘all, the purchafe of land, and 


of rights of pre-emptions, was made ata very low ° 


price, froni the very firft moments of the opening 
of the land-officés. 

Thefe lands then became an article of trade. 
Agents were {ent to urope to propofe the fale 


of 
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of them; and Europe was filled with the mbit 
pompous defcriptions and the moft complete 
maps of lands which were often: unknown to 
their proprietor, and even to every one elie. 

Several great fales, effected in England, upon 
advantageous terms, raifed the price of thefe 
lands, increafed the confidence of the {peculators, 
added to their numbers, and extended their {pe- 
culations. The opinion of an immenfe migra- 
tion, to which the French revolution, and the 
fituation of Europe, gave rife, con{pired to. give 
confidence to thefe {peculators ; and every one 
engaged the more eagerly in this kind of {pecula- 
tion, as the periods of the payments to be made to 
the ftates were always long; as ftill longer delays 
were obtained without much difficulty ; and as 
the lands in queftion were as yet exempt from all 
faxes. 

The fecond fellers frequently granted very ad- 
vantageous conditions of payment, and yet fold 
ata tolerably low price. In the ftate of Pennfyl- 
vantia, and in that of Maryland, every foreigner 
could buy and poflefs land as well as a citizen. 

In fome others, in which the law -did not 
allow this privilege to foreigners, it gave the le- 
giflature the right of permitting it ; and that per- 
_ miffion was eafily obtained. 

In all, a foreigner might hold land in the name 
| li3 ot 
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ofan inhabitant; and the great intereft that the 


ftates had in felling, and m bringing foreign 


capitals into their territory, gave great fecurity 
to this borrowed right of pofteffion. 


The United States were m the enjoyment of 


great commercial profpenty. Nothing feemed 
likely to difturb their tranquillity : and a great 
number of Huropeans, feduced by the fudden in 
ereate of the value of American lands, faw, in the 
facrifice which they made of a few thoufand dol- 
lars in the purchafe of thofe lands, a four-fold or 
ten-fold augmentation of their capitals in a very 
fmall number of years. 

The {peculators in land who hold a great quan-~ 
tity, have different means of turning them ta 
account. 

By felling them in large parcels to men of 
fortune in Europe, or America. 

By felling them in {mall parcels to families, 
who -mean to fettle upon them. 

3. By preferving them, till time, and a dimi- 
nution of the quantity of this fort of merchan- 
dize, have raifed the value of it toa price anfwer- 
able to thew expectations. 

The firft of thefe means is that which is moft 
generally defired:. it is that on account of which 


fo many agents were fent to Europe ; fuch great 
advantages held out to thofe who fhould procure 
purchaters ; 
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-purchaters ; and fo many. fictions tmyented.. As 
great quantity of land, was fold in this manner. 
In: making bargains of this-kind, as well as in alk 
others, the buyer and feller endeayoured to make 
the moft advantageous conditions. . Lhe. periods 
of payment are generally fhort; at, leaft a large 
part of the purchafe-money is paid down, at the 
conclufion of the bargain. The conditions im- 
pofed by the {tates: in the contracts of fale are 
binding upon the new purchafer ; - but very often 
the old purchafer remains refponfible, in cafe of 
their not being fulfilled by the new one. ‘The 
new purchafers become fpeculators, themfelves:; 
and in order to turn their new property to ac- 
count, have recourfe to the fame means that 
were employed by thofe of whom they bought it. 

Land is fold in {mall parcels in feveral ways. 

Either out and out forready money; although 
this mode of fale is not unfrequent, itis not the 
mo{t common. 

Ot out and out, but to be paid for by inftal- 
ments; in which cafe the latter does not deliver 
the title-deeds tll after the purchafe-money is 
entirely paid ; and retains a right of cjecting the 
new fettler from his land, if the conditions. of 


payment, and all others appertaining to the bar- 
gain, (which gencrally confitts ef an obligation 
114 to 
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to clear a certain number of acres) be not ful- 
filled. Sometimes the feller only requires a fmall 
part of the price of the land in ready money; and 
the land remains fubject to a perpetual rent, pay- 
able in money or in produce, which the purcha- 
fer is not always at liberty to redeem. 
Sometimes he fells, or rather he alienates, only 
for a certain number of years—for inftance, 
twelve or fifteen; and in moft of thefe bargains 
the purchafer binds himfelf to perform a certain 
number of days’ work in perfon, at the requett 
of the feller: to clear annually a certain number 
of acres, ot to build houfes; and all thefe im- 
provements revert to the feller, when the term of 
years for which the bargain was made is expired: 
{ {hall here remark, by the way, that this kind of 
fale for ‘a limited time, or for an annual rent, 
may give great proprictors an influence in the 
elections of the legiflature, in a country as yet not 
very rich, and where every body is an elector. » It 
18 accordingly acknowledged that it does give 
fuch influence, and it is known that fuch or fuch 
a perfon can difpofe of fo many feats in the le- 
giflature of his ftate. 
As yet, however, thefe examples are not. fre- 
quent: Almoft all the great landed proprietors 
endeavour to get fome purchafers ¢ 


a 
Of 


- 
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{mall lots to 
fettle 
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fettle upon their eftates; becaufe, by clearing 
fome portions of it they enhance the value of the 
ret. 
- The third mean, that of waiting till time has 
taifed the price of land, is the refource of great 
proprietors, who have not been able to employ the 
two others. With fome, however, it is a mere 
calculation ; a calculation fo much the more dan- 
gerous, as the ambition of the proprietor increafes 
with the rife in the price, in cafe fuch a rife take 
place; and as that rife is far from being certain, 
and as there is already a number of examples of 
proprietors who, in the following year, would 
have been glad to fell at the price that they had 
refufed the year before. They are, however; not 
the more inclined to take the price that is then 
offered them, becaufe it is lower; they rather 
with to wait for the price which they have re- 
fufed. ‘This is the way in which every kind of 
ipeculation is in general conducted. A great 
profit does not fuffice, when we flatter ourfelves 
that we fhall obtain a greater ftill: We are but 
too apt to flatter ourfelves; and it. fometimes 
happens that at laft we obtain nothing at all. 
Speculations in land have been the means of 
making great fortunes in America; but they have 
alfo occafioned more diftrefs, total ruin, and 


Breat and anfaterons bankruptcies, than any other 
kind. 
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kind. Of this there are fome remarkable ex 
amples, among an infinite number of others of 
lefs note, but not lefs certain. For prudence has 
no more been the guide of thefe fpeculators than 
of others; nor are there any which have been 
more generally adopted, nor which have been a 
greater fource of deception. The lands in Ame- 
rica are alfo the: branch of trade which has given 
occafion to the greateft number of law-fuits; as 
well on account of the titles as of the limits, 
and of the fulfilment of the conditions. of fale. 

The moft certain, as well as the moft advan- 
tageous means of deriving profit from a great ex- 
tent of new land in America, 1s, forthe purchafer 
to begin clearing it of himdelf; to attract inhabi- 
tants as fpeedily as poflible, by giving them, at a 
low rate, and even for nothing, if necefiary, a 
number of acres fufficient for the maintenance of 
their family; to-ére¢t mills, make bridges and 
roads; to build houfes even; and to encourage, 
in every way, the efforts of the new fettlers; in 
fhort, to make confiderable facrifices in the firft 
mitance. 

There is no example of thefe firft facrifices, 
when made with intelligence, and to.a fustable 


extent, not having rapidly increafed the value of 


the land referved by the proprietor, and {peedily 
enriched him, by attracting great numbers of 
emigrants 
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emigrants from other countries. Many of thefe 
“brilliant fuccefles may be quoted; and among 
them that of the Dutch company, which is fkil- 
fully directed by a Mr. Caseyorz; but no one’s 
fuccefs has beem more complete than that of 
Captain Wilhamfon in the Geneffee, 

This honourable and fafe manner of deriving 
advantage from: the: pofleffion of a great quantity 
of new land, requires indeed a command of 
money ; and there are very few {peculators in 
land who have any. Thofe who have, are not 
inclined to withdraw it from the bufinefs of 
{tock-jobbing, from which they get a return 
three or four times a year, with great profts; 
but more commonly they have none. ~ Very 
often, indeed, thefe fpeculations are carried on 
without the {malleft capital; orelfe by merchants, 
fhopkeepers, and workmen, who have occafion 
for their money in trade; for, as 1 faid before, 
every body deals in land. 

Thefe means are, however, becoming more 
heceffary than they have been hitherto. The 
buying of land ts no longer fo much the fafhion ; 
and the commodity abounds the more in the 
market, in proportion as commercial operations 
are lefs fuccefsful, and as private fortunes are de- 
cayed. The numerous deceptions which the 


Europeans haye experienced in the purchatfe of 
| | American 





M4 


492 TRAVELS THROUGH 


American lands, have brought them into great 
difcredit im Europe. France advances much more 
rapidly than was fuppofed to be potiible, towards 
a ftate of complete tranguillity, which mutt 
make it once morea comfortable abode. T he 
derangement of many French fortunes by means 
of the revolution, will bring a great number of 
eftates to fale. Commerce and the manufactures 
wil alfo afford great and advantageous room for 
foreign capitals. It will be the fame fuccef- 
fively, with the other European States, if they are 
doomed to experience the mifchiefs of a revo- 
fution; and if fome European capitalifts fhould 
think that a part of their fortune would be laid 
out with more fafety beyond the Atlantic than 
elfewhere, they would probably prefer the vetting 
of it in the American funds to the purchafe of 
diftant lands. For every one in Europe muft 
now be aware, that no man fhould now buy 
land in America till it has been infpected by 
himdfelf, or by fome of his particular friends. 

The quantity of land upon fale in the United 
States is immenfe. Tranquillity is not fo com- 
pletely eftablifhed there as it appeared to be two 
years ago. It is threatened on. more fides than 
one. The fpirit of democracy has made as great 
and as rapid progrefs in the country, as the {pirit 
of ariftocracy has in the towns. Although the 


proportion 
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proportion of proprietors is incomparably greater 
there than in any part of ' Europe, there exifts a 
certain number of non-proprietors; and every 
body ‘thinks he has a right to have an eftate: 
The murmurs again{ft the poffeflors of a great 
number of acres of land, which they keep in their 
own hands, till they think they can get a fuffi- 
cient price, and thus put the purchafe of it be- 
yond the reach of thefe non-proprietors, begin 
to be fomewhat violent; for every body knows 
the low price which thefe pofleflors of great 
mafles of land originally paid for them. Many 
families fettle without title or permiffion upon 
thefe large properties, and their number fome- 
times renders it very difficult to eject them. 
The judgments of the tribunals which orders 
them off the land, cannot often be put in execu- 
tion, becaufe public opinion begins to be very 
fttong againft the holding of fuch large tracts of 
land, which is already called a monopoly. I could 
quote feveral examples of this; but it is. not 
my purpofe here to enter into particulars., Al- 
though many members of the legifiature are 
themfelves great landholders, the Jegiflatures can 
no longer prolong the periods of payment, and 
alter the conditions of fale.. In many ftates, the 
uncultivated land begins to.be already fubject to 


taxes ; as yetindeed they are taxed very low ; but 
the 
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the time approaches when thofe taxes will in- 
creafe, and when the legiflatures, perceiving that 


3t is the intereft of their {tate to attract thither a 


greater population, will find, perhaps, that it 1s 
good policy to raife the taxes even higher than 
that of the cultivated land, till a-certain propor- 
tion of their extent at leaft is cleared, in order to 
render the poffeflion of thefe lands burthenfome 
to thofe who keep too great a quantity in their 
hands, and thus to make it their own. intereft 
fpeedily to parcel them out. All thefe circum- 
ftances render it more neceflary than ever for 
the great holders of land to take the {peediett 
means of turning it to account, and muft confe- 
quently tend to difcourage this kind of {pecula- 
tion. 

This ftate of things is, no doubt, an unfortu- 
nate one for the {peculators in land, and for thofe 
who poflefs great mafles of it. Hence probably 
many of them will find themfelves deceived in 
their calculations, and many of their fortunes 
will be deranged. But this is nothing in com- 
parifon with the national profperity that will re- 
falt from the clearing and occupying of the un- 
cultivated and defert lands, whether the fettlers 


have bought them of the proprictors, or whether 


they have ufurped the pofletiion of therm. 
The land im America is in general good, and 


eis only 
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only requires to be tilled to afford an ample proz 
duce. The population increafes, as Soni alread ly 
been feen, wn an almoft incredible proportion ¢ 
and the people 1 in America are not :det terred from 
fhe clearing of wafte land, either by attachment 
to their natal foil, by the greatnefs of the. dit- 

tance, or, 1n fhort, by any difficulty whatever. 
The federal government of the United States, 
or, more nope {peaking, the Union, pofteffe 


alfo in the MY seein Territory, north of the Ohio. 
a quantity of land which :is s fuppof ¥ to amount 
to ten or twelve millions of acres. The congreis, 
in May 1796, ordered thefe lands to be fu rveyed, 
and divided into townthips of fix miles {quare 
each. One half of thefe townfhips are to. be 
alternately divided into feétions, containing cach 
about fix hundred and forty acres; “and then the 
whole 1s to be fold by townfhtps or by fections. 
This fale is to be fuperintended by the governor 
and fecretary of the Weftern Territory, 

Seven rows of townthips at a litile diftance. 
from Pitt{burgh, in the fame territory, had:been 
furveyed by order of the old congrefs, whieh had 
alfo ordered the fale of them; but it had only 
been effected in part. The congrefs, by the fame 
law of 1796, ordered this Jand alfo to be fold, 
under the direction of «the fecretary of the trea- 
fury, who fixed the loc eft price at two dollars 


per 
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per acre. It was to be fold by auction ; a depofit 
of fifty per cent was to be made within thirty 
days after the purchafe, and the other fifty a year 
after, under the penalty of difpoffeflion, in re- 
gard to fuch purchafers as did not fulfil thefe 
conditions. In requiring fo {peedy a payment 
for thefe lands, and in keeping them at fo high 
a price, the intentions of the congrefs were to ren- 
der great {fpeculations more difficult: But, by a 
report the fecretary of the treafury made at the 
end of laft January, it appears that this condi- 
tion, and the price fixed by the congrefs, kept 
away a great many purchafers, fince no more than 
forty-nine thoufand acres, out of about fix hun+ 
dred and eighty thoufand, had been fold, and the 
feven rows of townthips, with the fale of which 
he was charged. ‘The congrefs, however, made 
no change in the law of the preceding year, ex- 
cept by allowing ftock to be taken in payment of 
thefe lands at its current value at the time of the 


purchafe. But it did not diminith the fixed price, 


nor enlarge the time of payment; and it acted 
wifely. The finenefs of the country, the good- 
nefs of the land, the mildnefs of the climate, and 
the facility of communication, leave no doubt 
but that they will be fettled in no great {pace of 
time. The natural emigration from the northern 


ftates, which are the moft populous of all, con- 


{tantly 
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ftantly take a weftern direCtion. It jc impoffible 
to afcertain what is the annual number of emi- 
grants who pafs the Alleghany Mountains: in 
fome years it had amounted to thirty thoufand 
fouls; and | have heard it, eftimated at an ave- 
rage at fifteen thoufand a year, but without any 
certain data being afligned. However this may 
be, itis confiderable, and will become much more 
fo, in proportion to the increafing population of 
the United States. 

The greater number of thefe emigrants have 
hitherto directed their fteps to Kentucky, and to 
the ‘Tennefice country ; but fome always remain 
in Pennfylvania, and a great many already pro- 
ceed to the Weftern Territory, where the land 
will increafe, in proportion as the Indians are 
ebliged, by the approach of the whites, to aban- 
don the territory which they {till occupy, and 
which the United States will not fail to purchafe: 

It is poffible, and even probable, that. the 
congrefs will be obliged to give the purchafers of 
thefe lands more time for payment. It will bea 
tefource of great importance for the diminution 
of the national debt, to which it is irrevocably 
deftined; and perhaps at a period not very dif- 
tant, the Weftern Territory will be the moft po- 
pulous, the beft cultivated, and one of the moft 


important ftatés of the Union. 
Vou. IV. Kk MILITARY 
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MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES. 

The conftitution which gives the prefident. of 
the United States the chief command of the 
forces by land and fea, as well as of the militia of 
the different ftates, when employed in the fervice 
of the confederacy, referves to the congrefs the 
power of making laws for the adminiftration and 
difcipline of the forces by land’ and fea; that of 
employing the neceflary means for the embody- 
ing of the militia; for the purpofe of putting in 
execution the laws of the Union; reprefling in- 
furrections, and repelling incurfions; has alfo the 
power of regulating the organization, arming, 
and difcipline of the militia, and the condue& of 
fuch part of the militia as is employed in the fer- 
vice of the United States, leaving to each of the 
{tates the appointment of officers, and the train- 
ing of this militia, in conformity to the rules of 
difcipline prefcribed by the congreds. 

A law’ of the 13th of, May 1796 has fixed the 
military eftablifhment of the United States, and 
revoked all thofe previoufly made upon that tub- 
ject. 

It is compofed of a body of artillery and en- 
gincers, of two companics of light dragoons, who 


are to ferve on foot or on horfeback, according to 
the 
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the will of the prefident, and of four regiments o¢ 
infantry. 

The) corps of artillery and of engineers, con- 
fifing of feven hundred and fixty-four men, is 
divided into four battalions; and each battalion 
ito four companies. Each company is com- 
manded by a captain, two lieutenants, and two 
cadets ; cach battalion by a major; and the whole 
corps by a lieutenant-colonel, who has an adju- 
tant-general under Him. 

Each company a dragoons. 1s .compofed of 
fifty-two privates, eleyen ferjeants, corporals, fad- 
dlers, farriers, and trumpeters; and is commanded 
' by a captain, two leutenants, and a cornet. 

The ftati of each regiment of infantry'is com- 
pofed. of a lieutenant-colonel, two majors; an 
adjutant, a pay-mafter, a quarter-mafter, a fur- 
geon, and two affiftant-furgeons. 

Each company is commanded by a captain, a 
lieutenant, and an enfign, and is. compofed of 
fixty-two ferjcants, corporals, foldiers, and mu- 
ficians. 

The army confequently: confifts of two -thou- 
fand {even hundred and feventy-four ferjeants, 
muficians, foldiers, dragoons, and artillery-men. 

According to the above law, the ftaff of the 
army was compofed of a major-general, with. two 
aides-de-camp, a brigadier-general, and a major 
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of brigade; but this part of the law was re« 
pealed on the 3d of May 1797, and the ftaf is 
reduced to a brigadier-general, a major of brigade, 
and an infpector, both chofen by the brigadier- 
general from among the captains, and other of- 
ficers of the army; a judge-advocate ; a quarter- 
matter, and a paymatter-general ; which laft, as 
well as the aids-de-camp, is chofen by the bri- 
gadier-general from among the officers of the 
army. 

The pay of the army confifts of money and 
provitions, 

The brigadier-general receives a hundred and 
four dollars per month, and twelve rations a day. 

The brigade-major, the infpector, the judge- 
advocate, the quarter-mafter, the treafurer, and 
the aids-de-camp, twenty-four dollars and four 
rations, befides their pay as officers in the line. 

The lieutenant-colonels commandant, fixty- 
five dollars and five rations. 

The majors of artillery, fifty-five dollars and 
five rations. 

The majors of infantry, fifty:dollars and five 
rations. | | 

The captains, forty dollars and three rations. 

The lieutenants, thirty dollars; the enfigns 
and cornets, twenty-five dollars; and each three 


rations. 
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The furgeons, forty-five dollars and three‘ ra~ 
tions. 

The afliftant furgeons, thirty dollars and two 
rations. 

The paymatters, quartermafters, and adjutants 
of regiments, who may alfo be taken from among 
the officers of the line, receive, independently of 
their pay as officers of the line, ten dollars ‘a 
month, — ' 

The brigadier-general, when he is commander 
in chief, and all the officers detached on particular 
commands, receive double the rations which are 
allowed for their rank. when they are not in 
command, 

The ferjeant-major, and the quartermatter- 
ferjeant, receive eight dollars per month. 

The mafter of the band, and the other fer- 
jeants, feyen. dollars. 

The corporals, fix. 

The muficians, five. 

The privates, four. 

The workmen attached to the regiment, nine 

The nurfes to the hofpital, eight. 

All receive only one ration. 

The ration confifts of a pound of beef, or 
three-quarters of a pound of pork, a pound of 
bread or flour, half a. gill of rum, brandy, or 
whifky ; and of a quarter of a pound of falt, a 
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quart of vinegar, two pounds of foap, and a 
pound of candles, to be divided between every 
hundred rations. 
‘The rations are either furnifhed in kind, or 
paid in money, according to the common price 
of the articles in the country where the troops are 
quartered. 
Forage is alfo paid in money to thofe officers 
who are entitled to it by law; but ata fixed 
price, which is fixteen dollars per month for the 
brigadier- general ; twelve for the quartermatter, 
yn{pector, treafurer, and lieutenant-colonels; ten 
for the majors and aides-de-camp ; eight for the 
captains of dragoons ; fix for the lieutenants and 
cornets; ten for the furgeon ; fix for the affitt- 
ant-furgeons, adjutants, and quartermafter of the 
regiment. 
The ferjeants, corporals, muficians, and pri- 
vates, are, independently of their pay and of the 
ration, each to be furnifhed annually with a 
hat, a waiftcoat, four pair of pantaloons (two of 
woollen, two of linen), four pair of thoes, four 
{hirts, four pair of half ftockings, a blanket, a 
ftock with a clafp, and a pair of fhoe-buckles. 
_ Ehey are enlifted for five years, and they re- 
ceive a bounty of fixteen dollars, four of which 

enly are paid them till they join the regiment. 
| | | Officers 





Uhh 








THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 503 


Officers employed on the recruiting fervice 
receive two dollars for every man they en litt, 

Deferters are punifhed by a fine of twenty dol- 
Jars, and condemned to ferve a new and com- 
plete term of enliftment from the day of their 
fentence. Perfons who either conceal or affift - 
them in deferting, are puntfhable by a fine of 
thirty dollars, and brought to trial before the 
common courts of juftice. 

The military are tried by courts-martial, the 
fentence of which muft be approved by the pre- 
fident of the United States. Every officer. or 
foldier, on entering into the fervice, takes and 
fiens the oath of allegiance to, the United States, 
and of obedience to the prefident, and to his 
officers, according to the rules and difcipline of 
war. = 

The law, having for its object to eftablifh an 
uniform militia throughout the whole extent of 
the United States, was enacted in the month of 
May 1792. It declared every male and free in- 
habitant! of the United States, from the age of 
eighteen to that of forty-five, liable to ferve ; ex- 
cepting all public officers; all perfons employed 
in the fervice of the poft-office, and in that of 
the ferries acrofs the rivers; feamen in active 
fervice, and all thofe who may be exempted by 
the laws of particular {tates. 
| | Kk 4 ANE 
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The fame law direAs the militia to be formed 
into divifions, brigades, regiments, and compa- 
nies. It regulates the number of officers in each 
of thefe divifions ; prefcribes the formation‘ of a 
company of grenadiers per battalion, and of one 
of artillery and another of cavalry per divifion. 
Thefe two companies are to be compofed of 
volunteers, clothed and mounted at their own 
expence. Each militia-man mutt alfo be armed 
at his own coft. 

An adjutant-general for every county mutt 
keep a roll of this militia, and of the {tate of its 
equipment. 

An infpector for every brigade is charged with 
the difcipline of the militia at the time it is em- 
bodied; but the whole is fubordinate to the go- 
vernor of the ftate. 

A law, of January 1795, fixes the pay of the 
militia called out for the fervice of the ftate. It 
includes the expence of cloathing, with which 
the militia-men are fuppofed to have provided 
themfelves, “A ferjeant-major has nine dollars 


@ month; a corporal, mufician, or drummer, 
eight dollars thirty-three cents: a workman, eight 
dollars; and a private, fix dollars fixty-fix cents. 
The officers, ferjeants, and privates of the cavalry, 
receiye forty cents per day for the remount of 
their horfe, and twenty-five cents for its keep. 
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The rations of the militia are the fame as. thofe 
of the troops of the line. The officers of the 


militia receive the fame quantity, and have alfo 


the fame pay as officers in the line. 

Another law, of the 28th of February of the 
fame year, authorifes the prefident of the United 
States, in cafe of a threatened invafion on the 
part of any foreign power, or of the indians; or 
in cafe of an infurre¢tion in the territory of the 
United States, or of a concerted difobedience to 
the laws of the Union, to call out the militia of 
one or more ftates, in fuch proportion and num- 
ber as he fhall think proper. In the firft of 
thefe cafes, the prefident fends his orders direétly 
to the fuperior officers or individuals command- 
ing the militia corps that he. withes to march. 
In the others, he mutt addrei{s himfelf to the le- 
gillature of the ftates, if they are affembled; or, 
if not, to their executive power. 

The militia called out into aQual fervice on 
account of the United States, arc fubject to the 
fame regulations as the army; but no individual 
can be compelled to ferve longer than three 


Ww 


months from the day on which he prefented 
himfelf at the place of affembly, 

Courts-martial to try officers or foldiers of the 
militia muft be compoled of their own officers. 
Among the offences of which a militia-man ~ 
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be guilty, is difobedience to the orders of the 
prefident, which is punifhed by a fine, not ex- 
ceeding a year of the delinguent’s pay, nor lefs 
than a month's. Confinement is the punifhment 
of non-payment of fines, which are the only 
penalties of breaches of diferpline. 

Although all the militia are bound by the law 
to provide themifelves with arms at their own 
expence, and though they are fubject to a fine 1f 
they do not, the greater number 1s generally un- 
provided when the militia 1s to be affembled, and 
particularly when called out fuddenly upon actual 
fervice. Thé different ftates, therefore, are now 
taking meafures to have arms in ftore for fuch 


men as want them at the moment when the {tate 


has occafion for their fervices. But in fome {tates 
they have hardly begun to procure a fupply ; in 
all they are tardy in doing fo; and im none 1s the 
number complete. The Union has alfo arfenals 
to fupply the deficiency of thofe of the flates, 
when the militia is called out upon its fervice. 
Thefe arfenals ought to contain ‘one hundred 
thoufand ftands of arms, but do not-congain 
fifteen: thoufand fit for fervice. Every year new 
ones are purchafed ; but every time alfo that thefe 
arms are given to the militia-men, who ought to 
return them ‘as foon as the time of their fervice 
is expired, as well as the reft of their aecoutre- 


ments, 
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ments, under penalty of a fin equal to the value 
of their arms, or of fuch part of them as may 
have been loft, not a third of them is brought 
back to the arfenal. 

The fortifications are another branch of the 
war department; that is to fay, thofe erected by 
the Union; but it never ere@&s Sany, except.in 
places where the Jand is entirely given up to it 
by the ftate to which it belongs. Many of the 
{tates, as has already been feen, are averfe to this 
ceflion; and in that cafe, if they wifh for forti- 
fications, they can only have them at their own 
expence. Thofe which the Union ere¢ts and 
Keeps up are few, and almoft all iicomplete. 
Good engineers being fearce, the Americans are 
obliged to employ fuch as they can get, who are 
generally foreigners who do not half underftand . 
their bufinefs, and who ate generally more at- 
tentive to their own intereft than that of the 
United States. Great plans are drawn; the 
works-are begun at” great expence; there is a 
want of money the following year ; and the for- 
tifications are either entirely relinquifhed, or re- 
duced to fo fmall a feale, that they are either 
good for nothing or at leaft defective, fo that the 
money {pent the preceding year may be faid to 
be thrown awa ay. 


Portland, 
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Portland; m the province of Main; Porttf- 
mouth, in New Hampfhire ; Gloucefter, Salem, 
Marblehead, in the Maflachufets : Newport, in 
Rhode Ifland; New York, in the ftate of New 
York ; Mud-Ifland, near Philadelphia ; : Balti- 
more, in Maryland; Norfolk, in V irginia ;| Oc- 
tecock and Wilmington, in’ North Carolina ; 
George-town, in South Carolina; Savannah and 
St. Mary, in Georgia, are the only places to be 
found in the lift of the fortifications of the United 
States; and he who has feen them all with his 
own eyes, knows that very-few of them are to 
remain there. 

Governor's Iiland, near New York; Sullivan’s 
[fland, near Charlefton ; and Caftle Ifland, near 
Bofton, were to have been fortified by the Union; 
but the ftates to which they belong refufe to give 
up the fovereignty of the land; whence it hap- 
pens that places which it is of fo much confe- 
euence to: fortify, are not fortified, or at leaft 
very incompletely. This is attended with dan- 
ger, not only to the ftate which refufes the cef- 
fion ot its land, but alfo to the Union in genera’, 
fince the entrance of a principal point not being 
completely defended, its territory is laid open; 
and fince it is eyident that there are no fure 


means of defending a country, except thofe which 


are 
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are the refult of a whole fyftem, calculated to 
embrace its totality as well as its {eparate parts ; 
how no fuch a fy{tem exifts in the United States. 

The ‘navy is alfo with them a branch of the 
war department. This navy has as’yet no exift- 
ence? In “1704, the commerce of the United 
States being attacked by the Algerines, the cons 
grefs pafled a law, authorizing the prefident to 
purchafe or caufe to .be built, four frirates of 
forty-four guns, and. two of thirty-fix. It re- 
gulated the number of officers, failors and {o]- 
diers, with which thefe frigates were to be man- 
ned, and the pay of their crews. That of the 
failors, fays the law, is not to exceed twenty- 
feven dollars a month, independently of their al- 
lowance, and this hi gh pay was neceflary on ac- 
count of the ftil] higher wages given at that time 
to failors employed in the merchant fervice. The 
congre{s granted the prefident fix hundred and 
eighty-cight thoufand eight hundred and eighty- 
eiht dollars for the expences of the conftru@ion 
or purchafe of thefe fhips. The fame law enacted |. 
that if the United States made peace with the 


Algerines, the armament was to inftantly ceafe. 
In 17096, peace being made with this piratical 
power, another law of the congrefs authonzed 
the prefident to complete the conftruction- only 
of two frigates of forty-four-guns, and of ene of 
= . thirty- 
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thirty-fix, directing that the materials in ftore. 
which had been deftined for the coniiruction of 
the three others, fhould be preferved, if it could 
be done without fear of their decaying, or other- 
wife, that they fhould be fold. 

It applied to the completion of thefe three 
frigates, part of the fix hundred and eighty-eight 
thoufand eight hundred and eighty-ceight dollars 
voted for the conftruction of the fix, and which 
had not yet been expended, and eighty thoufand 


. dollars more, alfo voted in 1796, at the time 


when America’ was apprehenfive of war with 
England, in order to purchafe and equip ten fmallh 
veflels, for the defence of the coafts of the United 
States, 

In the laft feffion but one, and at the begin- 
ning of 1797, the congrefs again granted for this 
fame feryice one hundred and feventy-two thou- 
fand dollars, and ten thoufand dollars more for 
the pay of the captains. 

In the laft feffion, in May 1797, one hundred 
and ninety-feven thoufand fix hundred and thirty- 
fix dollars were demanded, and granted, in order 
to complete this armament. | 

According to the eitimate of the fecretary at 
war, the value of the miaterials preferved of the 
frigates that had been begun, and counterm anded, 


as well as of thofe in ftore, amounted to one hun- 


dred 
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dred ind thirty-five thoufand eight hundred and 
feyenty-four dollars; which . the total ex- 


pence of the conftruction and equipment of thefe 


a 


¥ 


three frigates one million twelve thoufand ¢ re 
hunded and fifty dollars, or eight thoufand one 
hund-ed and fixty -fix dollars per gun. 

Ths enormous: price is ow Ing: 

Tothe neceflity. of going as far as Georgia to 
fell tae timber, for which purpofe the govern- 
ment thought it advifable to fend ca irpenters from 
the northern ftates. 

To the tardinefs with which fi pplies of it 
were srovided, infomuch that. the frigates eins 
laid down, materials were w; inting to go on with 
them. They were expected ranks day to. day, 
and. it Was often. nece lary to pay the fhipwrights 
for ahole months, without their having any 
work; for it would have been difficult to procure 
Sthers had thefe been difmiffed. 

An¢ above all, to the want of economy in the 
ule ofthe materials, to the want of fuperintend- 
ance aad forefight, which ey ery where prevails in 
the expences of the war di partment of the United 
States: for it is evident, that with more care and 
regulaity, and. better management, the frigates 
might have been built at more than a third leds. 
expence,. he pay, the victualling and annual 
tepairs of thefe three frigates are eftimated at. 

three 
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three hundred and fifty thoufand dollars. It muft 
be confefled that it is a very expenfive piece of 
parade. For what kind of a navy of the Union 
of fixteen {tates is that which 1s compofed of only 
three frigates ? 

In this enormous experice, of upwards of a 
million of dollars, for the conftruction of thefe 
three frigates, the expence occafioned by that 
which the United States give to the Dey of 
Algiers, by a fecret article of the treaty, 13 not 
included. She will coft about a hundred thou- 
fand dollars, ‘being only of thirty-two guns, not 
being built of cedar and live oak like the other 
three, and being better attended to during her 
conftruction. 

The department of the Indians is alfo one of 
the branches of the war department. It 1s with 
the fecretary at war, that the agents employed 
among the Indians correfpond, and it is by him 
that are tran{mitted the aid granted them, by 
virtue of a treaty with the United States, or the 
prefents made them by the Union. Thefe ex- 
pences, annually amount to a hundred thoufand 
dollars. 

The expences of the war department are de- 
frayed by fums which the congrefs votes every 
year for that purpofe, according to the eftimate 
that is prefented to them by the fecretary of the 

| treafury 
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treafury, who himfelf receives it from the fecre- 
‘tary at war. 

Sometimes the grant of money for the expences 
of the war department, is made by a particula. 
aid; fometimes it is included in the fame a@ 
which grants all the fums deemed neceflary for 
the total expence of the government. But the 
{ums appropriated to the war department are al- 
ways diftinctly {pecified for each article of which 
they are compofed ; the pay of the troops, provi- 
fions, forage, clothing, equipment of the cavalry, 
purchafe of horfes, hofpitals, artillery, expence of 
offices, Indians, expence of the frontiers, falaries, 
military penfions, fupply of magazines, purchafe 
of ammunition, naval armaments, &c. &c. 

The fums deftined to this department were, in 
1789, one hundred and thirty-feven thoufand 
dollars; in 1790, one hundred and ninety-four 
thoufand one hundred and forty-four; in 1791, 
fix hundred and fifteen thoufand four hundred 
and twenty-one ; in 1792, one million one hun- 
dred and feventeen thoufand five hundred and 
twenty-fix; in 1793, one million one hundred 
and fixty-eight thoufand three hundred and fe- 
venty-five; in 1794, two million three hundred 
and fixty-two thoufand one hundred and three ; 
in 1795, two million fix hundred and thirty-five 
thoufand fix hundred and exghty ; in 1796, one 
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million four hundred and thirty-feven thoufand 
one hundred; and in 1797, one. million five 
hundred and thirty-feven thoufand nine hundred 
and thirty-two dollars. 

The great increafe of the war expences. for 
the years 1794 and 1795, refulted. from the 
Pittfburg expedition, of which I {hall fay.a few 
words, and which coft near twelve hundred thou- 
fand dollars. 

In this application of fifteen hundred and 
thirty-feven thoufand nine hundred and thirty- 
one dollars te the expences of the war depart- 
ment, in 1797, upwards cf a million were def- 
tined for the real and effective éxpences of the 
army, .that is to fay, pay, provifions, forage, pur- 
chale of horfes, and hofpitals. The fortifications 
are eftimated at only twenty-four thoufand dol- 
lars, and yet the army 1s compoted of only two 
thoufand feven hundred. and feventy-four men. 
There are no corps of militia to be fupported : 
for the fums voted in the laft May feffion, in con- 
{equence of the fears that were entertained of a 
war, are not comprehended in this eftimate ; nor 
even the falaries of the fecretary at war, and of 
his clerks, which are always included among the 
expences of the civil litt. 

The known probity of thofe who have been 
placed at the head of this department, renders al] 
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fufpicion of their infidelity impoffible; and be« 
fides, the manner in which the difburfements-are 
made, the formalities obferved in the iffue of the 
public money, which ean only be drawn for by 
bills expreflive of the cafe to which it. is to be 
applied, preclude all means of malverfation, at 
Jea{t to any corifiderablé amount But upon 
comparing the exceffive expences of the war de- 
partment with the weaknefs of the army; the bad 
fiate of the fortifications, and the {mall refult of 
thefe great difburfements, we cannot be aftonifh- 
ed at often hearing a great want of intelligence 
and order imputed to the war department. 

In congrefs the fecretaries of war haye often 
been reproached with confidering the fums al- 
lotted to their department asa total of which 
they might difpofe for the different articles of 
expenditure, without limiting the expences of 
each of them to the fums fpecially voted for that 
purpofe; with expending, for inftance; more or 
lefs for the fortifications than the fum particu- 
larly deftined for their ere@ion of repair; with 
applying to the hofpitals, clothing, victualling, or 
any other article of this department, the furplus 
arifing from the favings made in the fortifications, 
or with retreriching from thofe different articles 
the fums applied to the fortifications beyond thofe 
preferibed by the law. 3 
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This reproach was particularly made with re- 
{pect to the expences of the Pittfburg expedition, 
for which the {ecretary at war furnifhed the fums 
granted by congrefs for the particulai expences of 
his department, without being able to do fo, 
otherwife than by fufpending the different pay- 
ments to which the fums voted were meant to 
be applied. 

It feems that this reproach, though, ftridly 
fpeaking, not unfounded, is neverthelefs unjuft. 
If the: expedition to Pitt{burg were neceflary, if 
it were indifpenfable to conduct it with celerity, 
and to carry it to fo great an extent, and if there 
were a real danger in fufpending it, the fums de- 
voted to it were confequently the moft-urgent 


part of the expenditure of the United States, . 


fince the re-eftablifhment of public order de- 
pended upon that expedition. Every delay would 
then have been a great evil; and there was at 
that time no other means of finding money for it, 
either legal or even poflible. Befides, the fecre- 
tary at war and the prefident remained refpon- 
fible, in cafe the meafures they deemed indiipen- 
fable were difapproved by the congrefs. 

Here I am naturally led to. fpeak of this ex- 
pedition, concerning which opinions were, and 
continue to be, much divided. Jt was at an-end 


before [ arrived in America, and my travels never 
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carried me into that part of Pennfylvania where 
the infurrection took place. I can then have 
no other information than that which is to-be 
obtained by converfing with the two parties, and 
reading every thing that has been printed upon 
the fubject. 

Nobody can doubt that there was then in the 
counties of Weftmoreland, La Fayette; Wath- 
ington, and of the Alleghanies, a formal oppofi- 
tion to the collection of the tax upon diftillertes ; 
an oppofition which was. of ancient date,.-and 
fupported by force of arms; a combination and 
confpiracy to prevent the payment’ of that excife 
duty ; a known refolution to employ force againtt 
all thofe who fhould either demand. that tax, or 
even fubmit to pay it; every thing, in -fhort; 
which characterizes an infurrection. It has been 
faid that Mr. Hamilton, then fecretary of the 
treafury, might have prevented this infurrection 
without prejudice to the revenue, by not keeping 
in place, contrary to the will of the country, ex- 
cife officers, whofe charatters, harfhnefs, and 
conduct were reprehenfible; «and by inftituting in 
the early ftage of the bufinefs a legal profecution 
againft the oppofers of the collection of the tax. 
His enemies attribute this fault to his defire:of 
provoking a‘refiftance fo ftrong, that its repref- 


fion might give more force to this impott, of 
L183 which 
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which he was the promoter, which congrefs had 
confented to with great reluctance, and which 
was generally difliked : they even afcribed to him 
the intention of gratifying his» particular hatred 
again{t fome of his perfonal enemies. 

Knowing the difpofition of Mr. Hamilton, as I 
think I know it, I cannot admit the poffibility of 
fuch a reproach ;.. but even were it founded it 
would not have been a fufficient reafon againtt 
the expedition at the moment it was ordered, 
when the infurrection was unequivocal, extenfive, 
and might became formidable. It is only its 
neceflity, or its inutility, at that time, that is in 
queftion here... 

A few years before, an infurreétion, which ‘was 
alfo. caufed by: the non-payment of taxes, had 
taken place in. the ftate of Maflachufetts. 

It was important to put a ftop to this fpirit of 
refiftance, fatal to the public treafury, {till more 
fatal to the conftitution, and for all the bleflings 
which, in a well regulated. government; refult 
from the exact obfervation of the laws. It was 
therefore neceflary to act againft this infurreCtion; 
and to act with means fufficient to infure its re- 


prefiion, and to act fpeedily; for the courfe of 
juftice began to be fufpended in thefe cantons} 
the heat of men’s minds was daily increafing ; 
the number of the infurgents was augmenting, 

and 
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and the commiffioners fent to them by the pre- 


fident had returned without producing the de- 


fired effect; and yet they were men highly 
efteemed. 

If the diforder had not then been ftifled at 
its birth, it was not improbable that it would 
have found imitators in other parts of the United 
States; and that the Pitt{burg infurrection itfelf 
would have grown more formidable, ‘and have 
been in the end the germ of ferious inteftine dif- 
fentions, which might, perhaps, have occafioned 
a great effufion of blood before they could have 
been terminated. | 

To what degree did Mr. Hamilton, for every 
body concurs in opinion that he directed this 
operation, to what degree, I fay, did he propor- 
tion the means to the neceffity ? This 1s a poimt 
upon which I will not undertake to decide, for. 
the necefflity was in this cafe a compound of dit- 
ferent elements. 

In the firft place it was neceflary to quiet the 
infurrection, it was alfo neceflary to intereft the 
public opinion in the annihilation of this difor- 
der, and by that means to prevent its future 


reproduction. That important object could not 
be better attairied than by the calling out of the 
militia of the different ftates. Tio employ the 
different militia of the counties of Pennfylvania 

L14 adjacent 
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adjacent to the {cene of infurrection, even had 
they all been unanimoufly difpofed to ferve in 
this caufe, a thing of which doubts might rea- 
fonably have been entertained; to employ them 
alone would have been to ri{k the fowing the 
feeds of difcord and of hatred in this {tate; this 
danger was averted by calling out upon this fer- 
vice the militia of the other {tates. 

It was befides a favourable opportunity of try- 
ing that part of the conftitution, which au- 
thorizes the prefident of the United States to 
embody the militia, and of proving the attach- 
ment of the American people to that conttitu- 
tion. Such a trial could not have been made 
under better aufpices than the srefidency of 
George Wathingeton, who at that time was highly 
popular. 

That the private animofity of Mr. Hamilton 
had any thare in this bufinefs, as has been faid, is 
what ! thall never prevail upon myfelf to believe 2 
his character oppofes fuch an opinion, and th¢ 
powerful reafons which were the motive of this 
expedition are alone a fufficient evidence of its 
neceility. 

It is poffible, and I am inclined to believe, 
that. this expedition, in which fifteen thoufand 
men were employed, would have been in every 
ref{pect equally fuccefsful with. one-third of the 


force : 
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force; and that, confequently, the immenfe ex- 
pence which refulted from the march of this 
army acrofs a country very little inhabited,. and 
from the fupplies of provifions which it was ne- 
ceflary to procure from Philadelphia, might have 
been confiderably diminifhed. The excefs of ex- 


_ pences beyond exact neceflity is, no doubt, a great 


evil in every government. But {till it may be 
faid, that the difplay of this great force, that the 
order given to the militia that did not march, to 
hold theimfelves in readinefs to do fo, to the num- 
ber of eighty thoufand men, rendered the fub- 
miffion of the infurgents more prompt and more 
complete. 

But whatever may have been the excefs in the 
expences, or the hidden views of men of influence, 
the expedition had a defirable effect in regard to 
all good citizens; an adherence to the meafures 
of government, and an attachment to the con- 
ftitution, were generally exprefled; they were 
manifefted {trougly and fincerely by the federalitts 
and anti-federalifts; and although the oppofite 
party accufed fome of the latter with being the 
promoters of the infurrection, not one among 
them could be found that was in the fmalleft 
“degree implicated in it. Men of different politi- 
cal opinions marched. as volunteers in the militia 


of their ftate, leaying their bufinefs and their fa- 
7 miles, 
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milies, in order to promote the public welfare. 
All proved that the maintenance of order and a 
esp for the laws were unanimoufly confidered 
as the marys as the intereft of every good citizen. 
Not a fingle drop of blood was fpilt, and the ge- 
reral és wifhes of the different parties in the 
United States, attetided this = through- 
out its whole duration of four monthé. 

I had been’a few days at Philadelphia, when 
the mihtia of that city marched in- from this 
expedition; and | find in a journal that I then 
kept of the impreffions I received from all the 
new yckbige which truck me; that which was 
caufed by the arrival of this militi 1. infert 4 
here. 

‘< The battalions did not come back from this 
expedition till the beginning of December; their 
return was a teal frre for the city; not one of 
thofe fetes which we have often {cen ordered in 
Zarope by the governments, and which are fure 
to be attended with great expence, tumult, and 
diforder: but of thot fe which the public mind 
can alone give and receive, and perhaps only on a 
fimmar occafion, 

‘©The day of their arrival was announced ; 
their brother foldiers, who had remained at Phi- 
ladelphia, or had already returned from the ex- 
pedition, went in a body to .mect them, three 
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miles without the city ; almoft all the inhabitants 
came out of their houfes, either to go and meet 
_ the troops, or to place themfelves where they 
were to pats; moft of them had to fee a fon, a 
brother, a coufin, a friend, or fome interefting 
perfon: all faw m them the defenders of the 
law, the object of public gratitude. The militia 
that had left the city, in meeting the others, 
formed their advanced and rear guards; thofe 
Who were coming back continued their march. 
_ The crowd that prefled upon them did not dif- 
~ tirb their order; their battalions marched by 
columns in ranks at five or fix paces. -afunder. 
The men who compofed them were moftly 
_ young, had a good appearance and marched well: 
they were clothed alike, and carried a large knap- 
fack, with which none of them feemed fatigued. 
Their looks fought and received with {atisfa@tion 
thofe which affe@ion and joy fent them from all 
quarters; but they did not quit their ranks, and 
the regularity of their march was not interrupted. 

In this manner they croffed the city amidft the 
acclamations of the public, 

“ The prefident, whofe houfe lay in their way, 
fame out, received their falutes, and joined his 
applaufe to: that of the other citizens; and this 
applaufe alone was more gratifying to the bat- 


talions than that of all the others. Being arrived 
before 
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before the ftate-houfe, they returned their co- 
lours, and were difbanded. 

“Then their relations and friends, both male 
and female, got hold of thefe foldiers* who were 
reftored to them. . The -recolleGtion:of the fear 
that was entertained at their departure of the 
dangers they were about to run, augmented the 
pleafure of feeing them again, although they had 
not incurred any ;:they-were hugged, kiffed,:and 
Jed to. their homes; every one had about hima 
little groupe compoted of ‘perfons to whom he 
was the moft dear; and thofe citizens, who feel+ 
ingly exulted in the peace and happinefs: which 
thefe children of the ‘country weré about to find 
again inthe bofom of theirtamilies. Europeans 
or Americans, nobody was infenfible to this {pec- 
tacle, which was equally affecting and fublime. 
Years fell from feveral eyes. 

“Such is the exact account of this féte; where 
thofe. who were prefent felt more happinefs than 
gaiety, and where. public welfare mutt have re- 
ceived the affurance of finding again, whenever 
there was a neceffity for it, the fame attachment 
as that which had been thus recently rewarded.” 


CONNEXIONS WITH THE INDIANS, 


The law. whofe object is to regulate the inter- 
courfe between the citizens and the United States 
with 
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with the Indian tribes by whom they are fur- 
rounded, was enacted’ in May 1796. - It is to 
continue in force during the fpace of only two 
years, as was the cafe with the former laws on 
the fame fubject; but it contains regulations 
more ftrongly marked with liberality and juftice, 
and more explicitly laid down, than any of thofe 
which preceded it. 

By this law it is provided: that the prefident 
fhal!- caufe the boundaries between the territory 
of the United. States and that occupied by the 
different tribes bordering on them, to be afcer- 
tained and marked as clearly as poffible. 

_All inhabitants of the United States are for- 
bidden to hunt in or carry off cattle from any 
part of the territories acknowledged by the treaty 
as the property or poffeffion of the Indians, on 
pain of a hundred dollars fine and-fix months’ 
imprifonment. 

They are prohibited on. pain of fifty dollars 
fine and fix months’ imprifonment, to enter the 
territory of the Indians fouth of the Ohio with- 
out a paffport from the governor of fome one of 
the ftates, or from the military commandant of 
fome of the poits adjoining to that territory. 

Every robbery, fraud, or other crime of what 
nature foever, committed againft an Indian by 


an inhabitant’ of the United States and within 
the 
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the territory of the United States, 1s punifhed 
by a fine of a hundred dollars and twelve months’ 
imprifonment, befides a reftitution of the pro- 
perty taken or deftroyed, or its value. 

If the delinquent be unable to pay the value, 
the United States become refponfible for it; 
provided however that the aggrieved Indian have 
not himfelf taken vengeance for the injury; im 
which cafe, the reftitution is not to be made. 

Any inhabitant of the United States who forms 
or endeavours to form a fettlement for himfelf in 
the Indian territory, is to be recalled from it by 
the prefident of the United States, to pay a fine 
of a thoufand dollars, and fuffer twelve months’ 
imprifonment. 

Any inhabitant who kills in the Indian terri- 
tory an Indian belonging to any tribe in amity 
with the United States, is to fuffer capital punifh=. 
ment. 

All trade with the Indians is prohibited with- 
out permiffion from the principal agent of the 
United States on the frontier of the Indian terri- 
tory where fuch trade 1s to be carried on: and 
thofe who have obtained permiffion for that pur- 
pofe, are forbidden to purchafe from the Indians 
any of the implements of houfehold economy, 
hunting or agriculture. 

They muft not, either from the Indians or 


from . 


= = | 








THE UNITED STATES, CANADA, &c. 537 


from any white man refiding among them, pur- 
chafe any horfe, without expreis permiffion Fie 
the principal agent. 

This law fubjects the Indians to the fame pro- 
Hibitions with re{pect to the white people. 

An Indian guilty of any crime may be appre- 
hended within the territory of the United States. 

If he efcape, the inhabitant who has been 
injured by him is to lay his complaint, accom- 
panied by a circumftantial detail of particulars, 
before the agent of the United States, who is to 
demand reparation of the nation or tribe to 
which the offending Indian belongs; and to. ac- 
quaint the prefident with the refult of his de- 
mand. 

If reparation is not made, the injured party is 
indemnified from the treafury of the United 
States; and the fum thus applied is deducted 
from the fubfidies granted by the United States 
to that tribe. 

The courts of the United States, and alfo, 
when the caufe is not capital, the courts of the 
individual States, take cognizance of all thoie 
oittences, even when they have been committed 
Within the territories belonging to the Indians. 

The troops of the United States ftationed on 
the Indian frontier are bound to arreft delinquent 
white men even in the Indian territory ; and 
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fuch delinquents are to be apprehended in any 
part of the United States where they may be 
found. 

This law, which is wife and juft in its pro- 
vifions, is far from being punétually’ executed. 
The extremity of the United States bordering on 
the territory of the Indians is inhabited by a fet 
of men who are in hoftility with them.  Avi- 
dity, and the defire and intention of plundering 
them, are the motives which induced them to 
choofe the frontier as the place of their fettle- 
ment, and the fources of that conftant enmity 
which they bear to the Indians. 

This clafs of inhabitants are, by the report of 
every individual who is not one of themfelves, 
the very worft fet of men in all America, and 
perhaps in the whole univerfe. The fentiments 
and even the very idea of honefty and humanity 
are unknown to them. They are all plunder- 
ing ferocious banditti ; and none but very flight 
fhades of difcrimination are obfervable between 
thern in this refpect: it therefore moft com- 
monly happens that neither accufers nor witnefles 
nor juries can be found for the profecution of a 
white man guilty of a trefpafs or crime againft 
an Indian. 

The Americans, efpecially thofe on the fron- 


tier, no more confider an Indian as a man than. 
certain 
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certain Wett-Indian planters believe a negro to 
belong to the human {pecies. 

The oppreffions, the uiurpations, the crimes 
committed by the whites avaintt the Indians are 
therefore never punifhed: at leaft the inttances 
of punifhment are {fo rare that it would be difj- 
cult to quote even a fingle one. 

The Indian on the other hand, harafed and 
plundered, contracts the habit of robbery and 
pillage, of which he fees the example and is him- 
felf the victim: and as, according to the practice 
among favages, he extends his vengeance to every 
andividual ef the fame colour with the perfon 
who has injured him,—the whites, even if there 
were any lefs inclined than others to plunder and 
hatred of the Indians, would afflume that difpofi- 
tion through hatred, or as a meafure of Aafety- 
The Indians likewife fay that it is the worft clafs 
of their tribes who habitually continue near the 
frontiers. 

ihe government of the United States does 
not pofieis fufficient ftrength to reprefs thofe 
irregularities ; the governments of the individual 
ates do not attend to them: every perfon {peaks 
of this dreadful ftate of things as principally and 
onginally arifing from the lawleis aggreflions of 
the whites: but as the evil is habitual, and fo 

Vou. 1V, Mm inveterate, 
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inveterate, that it is not eafy to difcover a remedy 
for it, people {peak of it without horror. 

Thus it is impoflible even to forefee any end 
to the crucl oppreffions exercifed over the Indians 
by the avidity of the American frontier {ettlers. 


f muft add, that there are few Americans who 


do not entertain a with, and even the defign, if 


they were able to accomplifh it, of driving the 
Indians acrofs the Miffifippi, and even to the 
Seuth Sea, which to the unreficcting ambition 
of many among them, appears the only boundary 
‘that ought to limit the extent of the United 
States. 

Another law, enacted in April of the fame 
year 1796, and whofe duration is in like manner 
confined to two years, eftablifhes a trade with 
the Indians in the neighbourhood of the United 
Stateszainder the authority of the prefident. 
on*A hundred and fifty thoufand dollars are ap- 
propriated to the trade, of which the objects are 
to furnifh,theIndians with fuch fupplies and im- 
-plements as ‘their wants require, and to purchafe 
trom: them {kins and furs: | 

The law directs that. the prices of the articles 
fold’ to the Indians be. fo regulated as barely to 
prevent the United States from lofing any. part 
of their capital. It reftrains the agents employed 
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in this trade from traficking direAly or indirectly 
on their own account; it forbids them to cheat 
the Indians; and fubjects them to fines of differs 
ent magnitude in proportion to the nature of the 
offences by which they tranfgrefs thefe regula- 
tions. The diftri& courts of the ftates where 
the: ftore-houfes.are eftablithed for. their coms 
merce, take cognizance of thefe offences, 

Whoever is acquainted with the temper of 
thofe who treat with the Indians, may be affured 
that the liberal: provifions of this law are not 
punctually reduced to practice. 

Here a word may be faid concerning the civi-+ 
lization of the Indians. | 

Whether civilization bea good or an eyil to 
thofeé who live in the immenfity of woods née» 
ceflary to their fubfiftence, is a queftion entirely 
metaphyfical, which I have no intention to dif- 
cufs. 

But that Indians, defpoiled of nineteen parts 
out of twenty of their territory, and confined 
amid{t white people in a foil incapable of fupply- 
ing the wants of their favage life, fhould be ecivi- 
lized; is an inconteftible truth, for in fuch a fitua- 
tion it is neceflary either to attempt their crvili- 
zation or their deftruction; and the latter alter- 
native cannot yet be openly avowed. | 

Itis an eftablifhed opinion ‘in Ameri¢a, even 

Mm 2 among 
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among thofe who appear the moft exempt from 
prejudices, that the Indians can never be civi- 
lized; that the ftricteft education, the moft affi- 
duous and perfevering cares, cannot deftroy their 
favage habits, to which they recur with the moft 
ardent paffion, from the tranquillity and from 
the manners of the white people; and an infi- 
nite number of examples are cited of Indians 
who, brought up at Philadelphia, at New York, 
and even in Europe, neyer ceafed to figh after 
their tribe, and quitted every thing to go and re- 
join it whenever a favourable opportunity offered 
itfelf. So that affertion, fupported by fo many 
examples, becomes a received truth. 

Yet there is no reafoning which can enforce 
the behef of this pretended truth, and the proofs 
of the facts which are brought to fupport it are 
not of a nature to filence inquiry. The Indians 
whofe education has been attempted, or faid to 
be, had already paffed fome years of their life in 
the tribe to which they belonged ; tranfported 


alone from their fpecies into the midft of white’ 


seople, different in laneuage, habits and in colour, 
peop 1Suag 


and often even in clothing, they became as it 
were ifolated, they were regarded by the whites 
as a different fpecies of men ; they did not attempt 
even to make them forget that they were from 
a-nation ftill exifting, whofe manners and habits 

had 
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had rivetted their firft attention and made the 
deepeft impreffion upon them ; if when arrived 
at the age of manhood, they fhould have imbibed 
fora white woman that affeGiion which naturally 
created the defire of an union with her, the dif- 
ference of colour became almoft an:infurmount- 
able obftacle. Is it to be wondered then that 
thefe Indians fhould with to return to their tribes 
of which they had ftill the mott lively memory; 
and where alone they were able to find compa- 
_ mons of fimilar manners to their own, and thofe 
- pleafures which caufe in mam an attachment: to 
life. 

The refult then of thefe examples fo often 
quoted is, that an Indian educated in an Ame- 
rican college, three hundred miles from his native 
place, cannot but with difficulty throw off his 
original habits and ceafe to have a preference for 
them; this is the whole deduction. There are 
in Conneicut, in the. State of New York. a 
confiderable number of Indians, both men and 
women, who ferve as domeftics in European fami- 
lies, and in thofe who are become Americans, 
who perform their duty as well and as faithfully 
as thofe of another {pecies. 

But this is nothing to'the civilization of whole 
nations, which. is the only object from which 
any teal advantage can be derived either to them- 
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felves or to fociety in general. » The great diffi- 
culty which attends the reformation of the moft 
trifling habits of a polifhed people, of a family, 
and even of an individual, fufficiently demon- 
ftrates the obftacles ‘which attend thé civilization 
of a favage race; and yet in the midft of out 
great focieties, the lights furrounding a polifhed 
people, families and individuals, afford an ample 
and. powerful aid to the bufinefs of reform. 

It is.only then by continual afliduities, applied 
according to circumftances, and prolonged for 
many fucceflive generations, that. this entire civi- 
lization can be effected, and even then only gra- 
dually. 

The conviction of the utility of fuch a work 
is neceflary to the ‘furmounting: the obftacles 
which oppofe it, and to triumph with cer- 
tainty:sr lt neither’ belongs to my fubje@ nor 
to. the intention of this work, to fhow the par- 
ticular means by which-this: event) may be ac- 
compliihed ; the. underftanding and courage of 
the friends of / humanity will eafily point them 
out; but individuals, and even focicties, will ever 
be unable to work this ufeful change, unlefs the 
sovernments of the territories which Indian tribes 
inhabit-wall contribute all in their power to effe& 
it, But this can’ only be the refult of their firm 
conviattion-of .the-adyantages of {uch efforts, and 
| eae | hitherto 
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hitherto none of the American governments have 
appeared ‘to be penetrated with this conviétion: 
on the contrary, every one regards the lands left 
to thefe poor Indians as an appendage of theit 
own fovereignty, as a kind of loatowhich their 
Kindnefs:-has made with this miferable race; they 
areé-in their eyes only travelling euetts, which 


~ 


ought mot to remain a ati time in their terri= 
tory. | 

Such ideas, more or lefs avowed, nurfed by a 
thirft- for gain, caft at a diftance the project of 
civilization, and give confiftence to the prejudices 
upon which the belief is founded, that it is im- 
pottible to civilize the Indians. 

Neverthelefs fome tribes, the Ove idas, for ex- 
ample, in the ftate of New York, and fome others 
in Canada, are confiderably advanced towards 4 
{tate of .civilization ; they labour, cultivate the 
earth, traffic, and are fenfible of the neceflity of 
civilization. The Quakers and Moravians carry 
the principles of reform among the fartheft tribes ; 
but their refpectable efforts cannot be very ufeful, 
or at moft not completely. fo, without’ the influ 
ence.and direction of government. ~The eiviliza- 
tion of thefe people ought to be the work of the 
legiflature and general adminiftrations ; itis above 
the efforts of particular charity and afliftance 
The beneficent focieties juft mentioned nyight be 
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ufefully employed in it, having been for ages fut. 
ceptible of long patience and unalterable courage, 
fo neceffary to fuccefs; but, as was faid before, 
they can only be employed as inftruments for this 
purpofe by enlightened governments, who, con- 
vineed that the civilization of the Indians living 
near the frontiers is a benefit to humanity, a 
means of augmenting the fale of the produ@ions 
of their territory, of increafing the riches of their 
citizens and the power of the ftates, will unceaf- 
ingly purfue the means of accomplifhing this 
laudable end. 

ft is this: revolution in the {pirit of the Ame- 
rican governments which is fo defirable, without 
which even a hope cannot be conceived that this 
work will be effected ; it clafhes too much with 
particular interefts, which, contrary as they are 
to the general intereft, fpeak as loud, and are at- 
tended to as much. 


NATURALIZATION, 


The right of a citizen, or naturalization, which 
populous f{tates, with narrow limits, may find it 
political to grant with difficulty, ought to be ob= 
tained upon more eafy terms in a country of 
great extent and. thinly inhabited, where the 
capitals and dabour of {trangers are neceflary. 

In 1790 the congrefs hxed two years refidence 


in 
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in the territories of the United States, one of 
which to be in the fame ftate, asa fufficient con- 
dition to become a naturalized citizen. The oath 
made before fome court of juftice to be faithful 
to the conftitution, and to defend it, was the only 
formula required ; and this naturalization of the 
fathet imparted the fame nght to fuch of his 
children as were under the age of twenty-one 
when the oath was taken, even if they were born 
in a foreign country. 

In 1793 the conditions were made more dif- 
ficult.;. The iniurrection of Pittfburg had taken 
place a little before, which the government attri- 
buted to the {trangers recently arrived: from Ire- 
land, who, it was faid, formed the greatett num- 
ber of the infurgents, and who, fo readily to be 
mifled by the factious, fhewed the certain danger 
of appointing men to places, who had abufed in 
fuch a dangerous manner, the truft repofed im 
them. To avoid this evil in future, tt was thought 
neceflary to make the right of voting at clections 
more difficult to be obtained, which could only 
be done by raifing the conditions, of naturaliza- 
tion : -fo the government party reafoned;=tae-op- 
pofition ‘party favoured the fame meafure, but 
. from different motives: The fatevof the French 
revolution was not then fixed ; it appeared pro- 


bable that more than one European ftate was 
deftined 
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deftined to undergo revolutions. The’ richeft 
clafles, which'in’ Europe ate called the mioft dif- 
tinguifhed, were, according’ to appearances, likely 
to become the victims of thefe revolutions : many 
individuals would in that cafe feek an afylum in 
America, and carry with them whatever they 
could faye of their forturtes’; they would alfo 
bring with them their habits and their preju- 
dices, abfolutely contrary to that republican fpirit 
which this party were fo defirous to nurture and 
reanimate, but bearing a {trong analogy to ‘that 
ariftocratic {pirit which it accufed the other.party 
of endeavouring to introduce. A higher: price 
being put upon the right of naturalization, would 
render this danger more diftant, and probably 
diminifh the number of emigrants of this :clafs. 

The new law of naturalization, therefore, had 
its origin in the combination of the views of two 
parties. It was good in intention, as was proved 
by the long and warm debates’ which took place 
upon. difcuffing it in detail, and was defired by 
both fides: 

By this law,»the time required for becoming 
a citizen of the Wnited States is extended to five 
years refidence mm their territory, of which-one 
muft have been in the ftate where the candidate 


for citizenfhrp had taken the oath. Three years; 
at leaft,. before he be admitted to this definitive 
oath, 
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oath, he muft have prefented himfelf before one 
of the federal courts’ of juftice, and have there 
declared upon oath ‘that he had a fincere inten- 
tion of becoming a citizen of the United States, 
and to renounce all dependence and fidelity upon 
any prince, {tate, or fovereignty whatever, parti- 
eularly upon the prince, ftate, or fovereignty of 
which he was actually a fubject. His definitive 
oath, made alfo before a federal court, ought to 
exprefs the fame pofitions and renunciation. He 
is alfo required to renounce his titles of nobility, 
if he had belonged to that clafs in the country 
where he was born, or from whence he arrived. 

“Tt is alfo required that he fhould-take an oath 
of fidelity to the conftitution of the United States. 
Thefe two oaths are regiftered in the courts 
where they were taken. 

In‘order to confer the title of naturalization 
upon the children who were under the age of 
twenty-one years at the naturalization of their 
father, the law of 1793 requires the fame condi- 
tions as that of 1796. 

This refidence of five years, required by the 
latter law, to become a citizen of the United 
States, is not impofed upon thofe who arrived in 


America before its promulgation, fuch may be- 
come fo two years.afterwatds ; but the oath re- 
quired by the new law is indifpenfably neceflary.. 
: eck : = 
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OF NUMBERING THE PEOPLE AND POPULATION, 


The American conftitution, when it adained 
the general enumeration of the inhabitants of the 
United States within the three years fugceeding 
its acceptation, enacted alfo.that the fane enu- 
meration fhould be renewed every ten yeas; and 
left it to. the:congrefs to make a law for iegulat- 
ing. the manner of performing it. A lw was 

-pailed for this purpofe, on. the firft of March, 
1790. 

The marthal of every diftri@* was ordered to 
fuperintend the enumeration of the ftate where 
he exercifed his functions. In this work he was 
authorized to call in what aid and affiftance he 
might judge proper. He was ordered to make a 
return to the prefident of the United Stats, dif- 
tinguifhing, in the table of population, the num- 
ber of free males under and over the age of fix- 
teen years, the free women and girls of every age, 
and the flaves. The Indians who might ivein 
the diftricts were not to be included in the lift, af 
population. 

* This office is the fame in the courts of jufticc of the 
United States as that of theriff in thofe of particular flates ; 
the diitrict being confidered as nothing but a ftate fiwjeé& to 
judicial orders, it is the extent and bounds of a jucge of a 


diftrict, and we have fhewn, under the article of the judicial 
order, that there is one of thefe in every ftate. 


Every 
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Every affiftant in enumeratin g the people 
ought, before he fends his account to the mar- 
fhal, to affix it'in two or three of the moft fre- 
quented places of affembly within his bounds, 
that it may receive the corre@tions which the in- 
habitants may fuggeit, giving an account of the 
reafons why they ought to be made. Every head 
of a family who refufes to give to the affittant, 
when he is taking his account, the number of his 
or her family, or gives in an incorrect one, incurs 
a fine of twenty dollars. ‘The affiftant, himfelf, 
incurs a fine of two hundred dollars if his ac- 
count be incorrect, or if it was not returned to 
the marfhal of the diftrict at the time required. 
The marfhal is punifhed by a fine of eight hun- 
dred dollars if he alters the accounts of his af- 
fiftants, cr omits fending his own to the prefident 
of the United States at the time appointed. 

Every marfhal receives as a reward for his la- 
bour, from two to five hundred dollars, according 
tothe extent of his diftrict. The affiftant, for 
his particular trouble, receives a dollar for every 
hundred and fifty perfons in the country, and the 
fame forevery three hundred perfons in towns, 
the inhabitants of which arecontiguous. Some- 
times he receives the fame for every fifty perfons, 
when the account is taken in places where the 


inhabitants are much fcattered.. The judges of 
| the 
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the diftrict regulate the fum of thefe proportions 
by the advice, and at the requett of the marfhal: 

For every copy of his account which the af= 
fiftant affixes for public infpection, he is paid two 
dollars. 

The whole of this enumetation ought to be 
performed in. niné months; the total expence of 
it is eftimatéd at forty thoufand dollars every time 
it is made. 

The enumération of the people taken 1m 1791, 
by virtue of law, announced a population of three 
millions nine hundred and twenty-nine thou- 
fand three hundred and twenty-fix inhabitants, 
of which three millions two hundred and thirty- 
one thoufand fix hundred and twenty-nine were 
free; among whom were fifty-feven thoufand 
feven hundred and feven negroes, or perfons of 
colour, and fix hundred and ninety-{feven thou- 
fand fix hundred and ninety-one flaves. 

“~The inhabitants of the territory: of the, weft 
are not included in this number; but the po- 
pulation ‘there is fo inconfiderable, that 1f it were 
added, it would make no important difference im 
the total number. 

* It is believed, upon a feries of partial obferva- 
tions, that the population of the United States is 


doubled every fifteen years ; not including in-this 


a 


eftiniatidn the emigration from: Europe, which 
wat : varies 
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varies annually, and 1s at prefent much lef than’ 

it was fome years fince ; but the exaé number 

cannot be known, becaufe there is- no regifter 
kept of them at the «different places where they 
arrive at; this emigration confifts principally of 

Bee Ith; - But not to exaggerate the increafe of po- 

| pulation in the United States, I do‘not fuppofe 
it is doubled in lefs than twenty years, that is five 
in the hundred every year. 

‘ ~The population was:in1791, four millions : 
in twenty years it will be augmented to eight 
mullions ; in forty years to fixtecn ; in fixty years 
to thirty-two ; in eighty years to fixty-four; and 
in éighty=five years to ei ghty millions; then the 
territory of the United States will be peopled in 
the fame proportion that ‘France was before the 
revolution. The extent of the territory pofleffed 
by the United ‘States, after the war, was fix hun- 
dred and forty millions of acres, from which fifty- 
one millions ought to be dedu&ed for lakes and 
tivers, and then there will remain five hundred 
and eighty-nine millions of acres. 

Befides, they. have granted to the Indians, 
whofe rights they have acknowledged, two hun- 
dred and twenty mullions, which reduced their 
pofleffions to three hundred and ‘fixty-nine mil- 

lions. ee r 
But by the treaty with Great Britain in hie 
their 
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their territory has been increafed twenty-three E 
mullions of acres; fo that their actual territory is if 
three hundred and eighty-two millions of acres. it 

In thefe calculations I have neglected odd funi- a 
bers; the American geographers and land-fur- aft 


veyors efiimate the extent of the territory at | | 
three hundred eighty-two millions four: hundred om 
twenty-one thoufand feven hundred and fifty bi 
acres, | ct 

France, when the enumeration of the people nr 


was taken by order of the conftituent affembly, | 
contained twenty-feven millions one hundred and iy 
fixty-nine thoufand inhabitants, and its extent ir 
was, at the fame time, (anterior to its conquefts) 4 
twenty-fix thoufand nine hundred and fixty fquare i 
leagues, at the rate of two thoufand two hundred % 
and eighty toifes to a league, of which the total = 
isa hundred and thirty-one millions two hundred Hig 
twenty-two thoufand and ninety-five acres. Her 
extent of territory was to that of the United States 
as nine to twenty-fix, very néarly. The United 
States, therefore, muft have a population of nearly 
eighty millions of inhabitants to be peopled in the 


at a 


fame proportion as France; and it has been 
fhewn, that according to the leaft favourable cal+ 

culations, they may. arrive at that ftate in 1875. 
What-an enormous fund, a great and inex 
hauftible fource of profperity; muft fueh a popu- 
lation 
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Jation afford, particularly when deftine to be 
{fpread over lands eafy to be made ae over a 
country watered by the fineft tivers, with the 
means of extending the interior navigation to al- 
moft every {pot. 

It is true that this j increafing progreffion of 
population may be diminithed } by feveral circum- 
ftances; and even that this progreflion may be 
come lefs in proportion as population arrives to a 
great number; for then matriages will become 
lefs frequent, lefs carly, and probab ly lefs fruitful. 
But it is not sient for the United States to 
arrive at this high degree of population before 
they profit by the abundance and richnefs of their 
foil, maintain an active induftry, and nourith with 
their produce a folid and rich commerce; and 
fhould they never reach fo high as to the two- 
thirds, or at leaft to one-half of the population 
to which it appears by calculation they may at- 
tain in tw enty- -five years, they may be more nu- 
merous than is neceflary for them to become a 
tich and refpectable nation. Bad laws, illiberal 
or weak principles in the legiflature or govern- 
ment, can alone oppofe the profperity and the 
greatnefs deftined for them: 
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feven grains one-eighth of pure filver, or fifty- 
two grains of {tandard filver. 

The half-tenth ought to contain eighteen grains 
one-fixteenth of pure filyer, or twenty-fix grains 
of f{tandard filver. 

The cent ought to contain eleven. penny- 
WCl ghts of copper. 

The half-cent ought to contain five and a half. 

The gold and filver coin ought, according to 
law, to bear on one fide an emblematical figure of 
Liberty, and upon the other the eagle of the 
United States, with the words “ United States.” 

The copper coins, inftead of the American 
eagle, bear an in{cription denominating their 
value. 

The proportional value between gold and filver 
when coined, to the coin of the United States, 
is determined by comparing one pound of the 
one to fifteen of the other; that 1s to fay, onc 
pound of coined gold is equal to fifteen pounds 
of coined filver. 

This law contains alfo all other regulations 


5 a 
' 
a 


neceflary for the eftablifhment of the mint, and 
charges the prefident to order and overtee the 
expences of buildings, machines, &c. 

All the counties of the United States are re- 


quired to make ufe of thefe coins. 
The Spanith dollar is the only piece of foreign 
coin 
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coin. which is current in the United States as 
money, all others, which had received a valuation 
by the law, are only received by weight fince 
1795. | 

A report of a committee of the houfé of repre- 
fentatives ftated, at the beginning of 1795, that 
the mint, fince its eftablifhment, had not {truck 
off in copper coin more than one million eighty- 
{even thoufand five hundred cents, equal in value 
to ten thoufand eight hundred and feventy-five 
dollars ; ahd in filver coin no more than thirty- 
four thoufand one hundred and fixty-five dollars. 
This paucity of thé produce of the mint is attti- 
buted to different embarraffments and delays 
which it has experienced in the completion of 
its eftablifhment, of which- the expences then 
amounted to fifty-eight thoufand three hundred 
and ninety-four dollars. 

The director of the mint, when he éntered 
into office at the end of the year 1795, in his re- 
port of its ftate, at the beginning of his admi- 
niftration, after fearchine the regifter, reports, 
that the pieces of money which had been fabri- 
cated fince the foundation of the eftablifhment, 
and fent to the treafury of the United States» 
on the 1ft of December, 1 790, were as follow : 

Eagles - - - 8,879 


Half-eagles : Z - 12,106 
Nn3 Quarter- 
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Quarter-eagles - - 66 
Dollars - - - 272,041 
Half-dollars ~ ~ - 323,144 
Quarter-dollars - - 5,894 
Tenths a - i, 22 hao 
Half-tenths ~ - 7 06,649 
Cents ee - - 2,140,732 
Half-cents ~ - ~  . 258,014 





Total yalue 414,175 dollars 70 cents. 

The greateft part of this money was ftruck 
in the year 1796. This eftablifhment has hi- 
therto been more expenfive than ufeful to the 
finances of the United States. 

After deducting the value of the money coined 
and {ent to the treafury, it had coft, at the end 
of 1796, more than twenty-one thoufand dol- 
lars; and the fecretary of the treafury, in his efti- 
mation of the expences of the year 1/9/; reckons 
thofe of the mint to amount to fourteen thou- 
fand dollars. 

The money in circulation in the United States 
is eftimated at eight millions of dollars in value. 


A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE CLIMATE AND MAN-~ 
NERS OF THE UNITED STATES. 


The whole length of the territory of the United 


qO 


states is bifected by one chain of mountains, un- 


der 
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der different names: fome other mountains en- 
twine themfelves with this chain at fevera] points 
in its extent, but their bounds are not extenfive. 
The long chain which divides the United States, 
runs from north-eaft to fouth-weft. The plains 
between thefe mountains and the fea are very 
natrow in the provinces of the north; and the 
land there is generally ftony, though very fruitful 
in-many places. 

From Pennfylvania to North Carolina the 
plains become larger, and the foil is fat, fandy, 
clayey, and fertile; but they are yet much more 
extenfive from South Carolina to Florida: the 
land then becomes low, flat; covered with water, 
and appears to have been quitted by the fea ata 
period not very diftant. 

To the weft of this long chain of mountains, 
the vaft country which extends to the Miffifipp; 
is of the ¢reateft fertility, and watered by the 
fineft rivers, which flow either into this great 
river, or into the Ohio, which, after a courfe of 
fifteen hundred miles, falls into it itfelf. 

It is this long chain of mountains which divides 
the waters which run into the Atlantic, from 
thofe which, throwing themfelves into the Mif- 
fifippi, and into the rivers which difcharge them- 
felves there, gain the gulf of Mexico ; ” the 
fame manner as the yellow mountains, at eight or 

Nn4 nine 
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nine hundred miles teyond the Maiffifippi, divide 
the waters which flow into’ this river from thofe 
which fall into the Scuth Sea; 

The great difference of latitude produces a pro- 
portional change in the climates of different ftates. 
The {now covers Vermont and the province of 
Maine during fiye or fix months of the year, and 
the winter there lafts even; while there is hardly 
any winter in South Carolina, and ftill lef in 
Georgia ; and fhould any {now fall there, it does 
not remgin two days ipon the ground. 

‘The fudden variations of the temperature is a 
common characteriftic of the climate of the dif. 
ferent f{tates. - It is wual to fee the thermometer 
fall or rife twenty-five degrees in twenty-four 
hours, according to tle fcale of Farenheit, equal 
to éleyen degrees one-ainth of Reaumur.. I have 
feen it fall very ofter, and particularly in April 
1796, in twelye ‘hous, from the twentieth de- 
gree of Reaumur, ecual to the feventy-feventh 
of Furenheit, to five cof Reaumur, equal to forty- 
four and a half of Farenheit ; and this obferva- 
tion has been made at Wilmington in Delaware, 
and at Baltimore, 

The cold. is incomparably ftronger and more 
durable in America tran in Europe in the fame 
latitude, and the heat more intenfe, more oppref- 


five, and more infupportable. It may be remark- 
FAY, Al I : 


ed, 
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ed, that in the different latitudes of the continent 
of North America, the heat differs more in its 
duration than in its power; in 1795 I have feen, 
in Upper Canada, the thermometer of Farenheit 
rife in July to the nincty-fecond degree; in the 
month of Auguft in the fame year I have feen 
it at ninety-fix at Albany. At Savannah, in 
Georgia, it feldom rifes beyond that; and from 
Newark, in Upper Canada, or Albany, in the 
{tate of New York, to Savannah, there is a differ- 
ence of fourteen degrees of latitude; but the 
thermometer remains, during a month or two at 
Savannah, at this height, and very feldom two 
days together in the northern ftates. 

This great variation of climate affeés very 
fenfibly the health of the inhabitants of the 
United States, People become old in America 
fooner than in Europe; and it is more rare to 
fee men of a great age there, efpecially in the 
ftates fouth of New England. 

The influence of the climate upon females 
is ftill more fenfible.. When young they are 
gencrally beautiful, and more particularly {fo at 
Philadelphia; but after twenty years of age they 
foon begin to lofe their frefh colour; at twenty- 
five many of them might be taken for [uro- 
peans of forty; their bloomisno more, and their 


form has already fuffered a change. If they have 
previoutly 
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ce. 


previoufly been mothers, their alteration js ftill 
more premature ; yet neither nightly revels, the 
abufe of fpirituous liquors, the want of exercife, 
nor an excefs of it, can be brought as a pretext 
for this early change. If in the eaftern {tates the 
period of their beauty fhould be lengthened, it is 
but for a fhort tire. | 

Lhe number of children which die in their 
infancy is proportionably much greater than in 
Europe. Colds, hooping-coughs, and diforders 
of the throat, take off a great quantity. The 
moft common difeafes in all the flates are flow- 
ings of the cheft, confumptions, and bilious and 
putrid fevers; I do not mention intermitting fe- 
vers, the moft frequent of all, becaufe they are 
not mortal, though they fometimes degenerate 
mito bilious fevers. | 

An epidemical di‘afe, during feveral of the lat 
years, has made ereat ravages in the United States. 
From Bofton there is hardly a maritime town 
but what has felt its fatal effe&s during five or fix 
years. Philadelphia, in 1793, loft by this malady 
one-tenth of its population. Atthe moment Iam 
quitting America, this city is {till defolated by 
this {courge ; and iv the number of her victims 
be lefs confiderable than it has been during four 


years, 1t is becaufe rine-tenths of the inhabitants 


took flight at the frft appearance of this dread- 
ful 
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ful diforder ;_ for among thofe who remained the 
proportion of death appears yet greater. This 
difeafe does not manifeft itfelf till near the clofe 
of the fummer, and does not ceafe till the cold 
feafon fets in. I will not undertake to {peak of its 
fymptoms, which appear to be very curious; nor 
of its treatment, upon which the opinions of al- 
moft all the phyficians of the United States vary. 
Since 1793, a great number of writings upon this 
difeafe have appeared, which fome phyficians be- 
lieve to have been imported from the Antilles, 
while fome contend that it is indigenous; fome | 
{tate it to be of the moft communicative infec- 
tion, and others maintain that it is not even epi- 
dernic ; and there are who fav, that it 1s only a 
malignant fever of a ferious {pecies. 

However it may be, the dread of this diforder 
is fuch, that it is often believed to have taken 
place when it has not, and that many fimple 
putrid fevers receive the name and the treatment 
of the yellow fever. 

It is generally remarked, that this difeafe has 
not yet made its appearance in any towns in the 
interior parts; that in the maritime towns where 
it has raged fo cruelly, it has hardly ever ex- 
tended beyond the. fame quarters; and laftly, 
that of all the inhabitants of thefe unfortunate 


places, the French are among thofe who have 
been 


+ 
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been the leaft attacked with it: only one of thet 
died at Philadelphia in 1793, and only four this 
year, though no Frenchman quitted the city. 
The more circunmifpect ufe which they make of 
fpirituous liquors, is the reafon which is given 
for the good fortune of having éfcaped ftom this 
danger, while it was almoft general to others. 

We read almoft every where, that the indi- 
genous fpecics, men and animals, are fmaller in 
America than in the anciettt continent. It is 
necefilary to have feet more animals than I have 
had an opportunity of feecing, and to have made 
more perfonal obfervations, to have formed a 
firm opinion upon this ¢reat queftion. What I 
have feen of indigenous animals, bears, wolves, 
panthers, foxes, &c. have certainly appeared lefs 
to me than thofe of the fame fpecies of the old 
world: it is alfo acknowledged, that they have 
lefs ferocity in each of their fpecies. Yet there 
are found, as I have already had an occafion to ob- 
ferye, bones which appeared to belong to ant- 
mals of much greater dimenfions than any known 
to exift at prefent. 

The domeftic animals imported from Europe 
lofe nothing of their fize by becoming inhabitants 
of America, when they find the fame nourifh- 
nent, and the fame accommodations, which they 


received in their native foil. Ihave feen in New 
England, 
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England, and in many other parts of the United 
States, as fine cows as in any other part of the 
world; but they are fcarce, becaufe the great 
pains taken in the different branches of agricul- 
ture are not fo well known and pra¢tifed; and 
it is alfo true, that the milk given by thefe cows 
is nearly equal in quantity to that given by others 
in Europe, and yet produces a fourth part lefg 
butter; and that though the beef be as fine in 
America as in Europe, it is not fo fubftantial. 
This inconteftible truth extends to the vegetable 
productions ; and it isacknowledged, for example, 
that the beft American flour, ground in the beft 
mills, and made of the beft corn, does not equal 
either in quantity or in quality the European 
flour; particularly that known in commerce by 
the name of flour of moirfac, which for that rea- 
fon is always dearer than American flour, and 
preferred to it by the inhabitants of the Antilles. 

As to the Indians, thofe whom I have {feen, 
without being remarkably tall, are of an ordinary 
ftature, and appear to be ftrong, and of a good 
conftitution. The ufe of rum weakens and ener-__ 
yates them—brings on a premature old age, and 
death; but this is not to be attributed to either 
nature or the climate. Travellers who have 
feen, many more Indians than I, and particularly 


Indians at a greater diftance from the habita- 
| tions 
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tions of whites, have affured me that they have 
found tribes of men very tall, and always, like 
the reft of mankind, ftronger in proportion to 
their fobriety. 

The vegetable kirgdom, in America, is ad- 
mirably rich and abundant; and particularly fo 
in the fouthern ftates, where the plants, in great 
abundance, have a quick and {trong growth; and 
in the more northern parts, where their growth 
is not fo {peedy or their odour fo great, have ge- 
nerally an agreeable exhalation. M. de Caftig- 
honi, an Italian traveler, who appears to have 
feen America with a fenetrating eye, and to have 
carried his profound refearches into the vegetable 
kingdom ‘in particular, fays, that the vegetables 
which grow in the Unted States have a great re- 
femblance to thofe which grow under the fame 
latitudes in the ancient continent: After the 
moft minute inquiry nto the different natures 
of the foil; of the climates, of the various vege- 
table productions in the United States, it evi- 
dently appears, that there is not any produ¢tions, 
except fugar, of whic: the foil of the United 
States 1s not capable of producing, by the aid of 
an appropriate culture Perhaps as to fome of 
them the country may not yet be quite conge- 
nial ; but the number of thofe is, I believe, very 
inconfiderable. 


There 
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There is a great variety of birds in America; 
and for the moft part their plumage is excced- 
ingly rich and brilliant. There aré but few of 
them which entirely refemtle thofe of the fame 
fpecies in Europe, if there be a {pecies in exift- 
ence abfolutely alike. Except the mocking-bird, 
which counterfeits the cries of all the other birds, 
there are few of them which have a varied fong, 
or even a charming note; and on this account a 

walk in the woods is much lefS del lightful than in 
Europe. 

The ftriking difference there is between the 
animal and vegetable productions of the two he- 
mifpheres is far from being ¢ epplicable to the mi- 
neral kingdom. The form of mountains, rocks, 
and beds of different minerals in North America, 
are the fame as thofe of the old world. There 
are found there different {pecies of granite, com- 
bined and varied as in the mountains of Europe ; 
mnumerable kinds of {chiftes; of lime-ftones, 
more or lefs perfect, and more or lef fine; and 
minerals of almoft every {pecies. Upon aa eaft 
coaft of the Atlantic, from th: bay of -Penob{cot, 
as far as Georgia, and, I am affured, from thence 
as far as the mouth of the Miffifippi, there-are 
hot-any {tones found of a fecondary fpecies, or: 
fuch of which any traces of the mode of their 


formation can be difcovered; they are all of the 
granite 
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granite kind, containing in them veins of quartz, 
calcareous {par, marble, and different forts of mi- 
nerals; but none of them thew any traces of ve- 
getable or animal productions enveloped in their 
beds. 

‘Lhe mountains of. Canada, thofe of Lakes 
George and Champlain, and of the Alleghanies 
excepted, the fummuts of all the others are flat, 
and appear evidently to have been formed upon 
the fame horizontal level. In fhort, every thing 
in the mineral kingdom exhibits figns of a coun- 
try more recently quitted by the waters than the 
three other parts of the world. 

The characters ot the inhabitants of the dif. 
ferent. ftates may be expected to be as diffimilar 
to. each other as the climates of the countries 
they inhabit are various. The climate itfelf, the 
original formation. of thefe colonies, their ancyent 
gowernments, and the diverfity of nations of 
which the population of the United States 1s 
compoted; has im reality umprefled this difference 
between them. The poffefiion and ufage of 
flaves alone muft have intreduced:a great differ- 


ence in their manners, While pafiing through 
the different ftates, I have tried to give a {ketch 
of this diverfity. Yet there. are traits almoft 
common to all the inhabitants of the United 
States; and the caufe of this parity may be found 

in 
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in the recent origin of all thefe people, in the 
great difficulties which they experienced in their 


eftablifhments, and. even in the actual conftitu- 


tion of the United States 
The traits.of chara@er common to all, are ar- 


dour for enterprife, co ourage, greedinefs, andoan 
advantageous pinLo nm of themfelves. The title 


of the mofi enlightened nation of the whole world, 


which the committee of the houfe of reprefenta~ 
tives appointed to éjdiscs the anfwer of the houfe 
to the addrefs of the prefident, in December 1796, 


has given to ese people of the United States, will 


be of itfelfa proof of that good opinion they have 
of themfelves, which I give as a common cha- 
racterif{tic, efpecially if it be known with what la- 
bour, and after what long difeuffions, the houfe 
determined to make the facrifice of this fuperla- 
tive, with which the modefty of f the ¢ majority of 
the United States had not been embarrafted. 

1 quote this example as the moft ftriking and the 
moft national; but, to tell the truth, almoft all 
the books printed in America, and the individual 
conyerfations ef the Americans, furnifh proofs of 
it daily. This chara@er, which none of thofe, I 
believe, who have feen America will.deny to be 
that of the United States, is an exaggeration pro- 


ceeding from the newnefs of their eftablifhments, 


and will wear out in time. Their courage will 


Vo. IV. Oo be 
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be more exceptionable ftill to thofe who have 
the flighteft knowledge of the war for independ- 
ency. Habituated to fatigue from their infancy, 
having for the moft part made their fortune by 
their labour and their induftry, fatigue and labour 
are not yet become repugnant even to thofe in the 
mott eafy circumftances; while they with to en- 
joy the eafe and fweets of life, they do not regard 
them as abfolute wants: they know how to dif- 
penie with them, and to quit them and travel in 
the woods whenever their intcreft requires it; they 
can forget them, whenever a reverfe of fortune 
takes them away; and they know how to run 
after fortune when fhe efcapes them; for, as I 
have often faid before, the defire of riches is their 
ruling paffion, and indeed their only paffion. 
The ridiculous aflertion adyanced by fome 
writers, that the new world could not produce 
genius and talents like the old, has been proved 
to be abfurd by the mere citation of the name 
of fome inhabitants of the United States, whofe 
genius and brilliant talents would do honour to 
any country whatever; and it may be fuppofed 
that fhe will produce others. Further, the Ame- 
rican people are intelligent, cager to inveftigate, 
and difpofed te inftruction ; and many cxamples 
of: men may be mentioned, who, without édu- 


cation, have invented and conftru@ed works, 


particularly 
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particularly in mechanics, worthy: of ‘the 
workmen in Europe. — It is nevertheleg certain, 
that the number of men diftineuifhed for fLience 
and literature there, is much lef than in the nae 
tions of Furope, though, as Mri-Morfe fays invhis 
Geography; there mutt be a teafon for this differ: 
ence: the means of inftru@tion are lefé complete, 
and not fo extenfivesdoubtlefs this is one reafon : 
but | regard it as ‘only a fecondary caufe ;) and 
that this {tate of imperfeCion of the public edus 
cation is itfelf only the confequence:ofia:caufe wf 
more general influence, I mean; that continual 
occupation of ectting monty, common. to-all 
orders and profetiions... The ftudy of the fciencés 


and of letters requires, to make mich provrefs, 


that the mind fhould be difengaged from all other 
predominant employments; it demands the exer: 
tion of all our faculties:: ahd. it is known; that 
the paffion for money is that, of all others, which 
keeps the moft conttant pofleffion of the mind of 
him-whovis:tainted with it; and that it renders 
the mind lef fuiceptible of all diftraGtion; at leaft 
from ‘all. other purfuits: ) 

In Europe, where the°cultivation of the fciences 
and of letters is the principal occupation of thofe 
Who diftinguiih themfelves in them, and is; for 
that reafon, a particular order; it will be found 
that no profeffion has furnithed fewer learned and 

O62 literary 
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literary men than thofe which employ the mind 
in calculations of lofs and gain: and in America 
it- will be found, that thofe who have been, and 
thofe who can’ now be reckoned among learned 
men, aré or were, by chasacter or by fituation, 
the moft exempt from this common difpofition 
of their fellow citizens. 

A better and more complete fy{tem of inftruc- 
tion than that which is now generally followed 
in the colleges of the United States, would aug- 
ment but little the number of men who give 
themfelyes up to the fciences and to letters, fo 
long as the manners of the people continue to 
dire the defires and thoughts towards the ac- 
quirement of wealth. The term of education in 
America is too fhort ; a young man hardly arrives 
at the age of fixteen years, before his parents are 

efirous of placing him in the counting-houfe of 
4 merchant, or in the office of a lawyer. He 
has not yet been able to acquire at college that 
degree of inftruction which would give him the 
means of refigning himfelf to the {ciences and to 
letters, if he had a tafte for them. He foonlofes 
every other idea than thofe which can prepare 
the way and hurry him on to the acquifition of 


a fortune; he fees no other views in thofe around 
him, or in fociety ; he fees his profits, and his 
whole confideration is attached to fuccefles of this 


¢ kind ‘ 
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kind ; how can he preferve any other views? It 
18 therefore this general difpofition which oppofeé 
the perfectability of the public inftruction, which, 
of whatever kind it might have been, could not 
have prevailed over the impatience of parents to 
put their children into the road- of acquiring 
tiches, and over that exclufive paffion to follow 
this career, which the latter imbibe with the 
mulk from the breafts of their mothers. 

They complam in the United States, and 
doubtlefs with great reafon; that a confiderable 
number of American citizens, forgetful of the 
country to which they belong, are now arming 
privateers in France, for the purpofe of taking 
American fhips, which the French government 
deem lawful prizes; and thefe complaints are 
certainly well-founded, fince there are but few 
greater crimes of which a citizen can be guilty. 
But whence arofe the principles of this horrid 
crime, if not from that paffion fo openly avowed 
in America, of getting money, and becoming 
nch—a paffion which leads to an indifference 
about the means, when it has become fo general. 
This is what makes fociety connive at unjutt 
payments, at fraudulent bankruptcies, and encou- 
fages the lending of money at an enormous ins 
tereft, which the law condemns. 

This difpofition is natural toa new people, 

| O08 placed 
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placed 1n.a:foreign territory, and ;under circum- 
fiamces:which have afforded fo-many means of 
greedinefss But it has,: neverthelefs, the moft 
pernicious:effects ; it is no lefs pregnant with the 
wmminent danger:of benumbing the love of li- 
berty. Time ‘will reduce it to its juft. bounds, 
and the United States will certainly take among 
the ancient nations their rank in knowledge and 
in the feiences,;-as*well as in power. But it 1s 
indubitable, that the rapidity of the progre{s of 
thefe: important improvements-yet depends upon 
the fpeed with which a revolution fhall be made 
jn-this branch of the national manners. 

[have fpoken of the infufficiency of the public 
inftruction in the United States for making men 
of fcience; and-though 1 have pointed out the 
cause of that infufficiency to be in! the manners 
which enforce it, there 1s no impropriety in mak- 
ing the tate of it known. 

Lhe phyfical or:matura! part of the education 
of the Americans is:excellent; left to themfelves 
from: their tendereft: age, they are expofed with- 
out precaution to the rigour of heat and -cold, 
feet and Jegs bare, with few clothes.. The chil- 
dren of the rich are not brought up much more 
tenderly than thofe in lefs eafy circumftances ; in 
the country, they often go twice a day to {chools 


two or three miles diftant from home, and alone. 


‘There 
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There are few American children who cannot 
{wim boldly, and at ten years of age manage a 
gun and hunt, without meeting with an accident 
and not one who does not ride with great cou- 
tage, nor any who fear fatigue; and the children 
in towns are not brought up with more delicacy. 
This liberty given to children teaches them to 
take care of themfelves; and, bold as they are, 
they have the prudence to avoid dangers, which 
children brought up with much greater care 
would not ayoid. They become ftrong and en- 
terprifing men, whom no difficulties difhearten, 
and. produce a growing generation, which will 
be as invincible in its territory as that which pre- 
ceded it proved itfelf to be. 

The inftructive part. of education has not at- 
tained the fame perfection. I have faid, that in 
New England the free-fchools were open to all 
the children; and that the laws, as well as the 
manners of the country, impofed it upon the pa- 
rents as a duty almoft indifpenfable, to profit by 
the advantages of this public inftitution. New 
England is {till the only part of the United States 
where thefe excellent eftablifhments have taken 
place. But the obftacles which hitherto and do 
ftill oppofe -fimilar. eftablifhments in. the other 
ftates, will vanith. All the legiflatures are already 
more or lefs {truck with the neceflity of theie1n- 
, . Ook ftiitutions ; 
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{titutions ; they perceive that the hberty of the 
prefs, w hick has the public inftruction for its ob- 
ject, lofes its advantages in proportion as fewer 
meén are in a fituation to profit by it; and that 
the fame fpirit which firft recognifed the liberty 
of the prefs as a facred right of the inhabitants 
of the United Sedans impofés upon her govern- 
ments the duty of increafing, as much as poffible, 
the number of thofe to whom it may be ufeful. 

In the free-fchools are taught reading, writing, 
and arithmetic, together with the principles of 
réligion and morality. Befides thefe, there are 
academies and colleges in Various parts of the 
different ftates. The academies are what are 


B&- 
nerally meant in France by boarding-{chools or 
{mall colleges ; and the colleges are what are-fo 
called there, or rather what are called in ing - 
land univerfitics. hey are the latt ee of edu- 
cation ; it is in thefe colleges that what are called 
in Riess the higher {ciences are sigeni and 
degrees conferred, &c. 

The education of youth in America is modelled 
after that of England ; ; and I have been fold, by 
vell-informed Englifhmen, that it is a bad copy 
of a bad original. 

In the American fchools, the inttrucion in 
Latin is feldom extended further ¢! ian the firft 


f 


clafiic authors—Cordery, Erafmus, Ovid, and 


{ome 
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fome orations of Cicero, ate almoft all the books 


which ate read in thém. Virgil and Horace ar 


‘>* alc 
read in the colleges, but avery little of them. 
The Roman hritorians, as Titus Liviue: and Taci« 


tus, are feldom ufed there. Suetonius, Eutro- 
pius, and Cornelius Nepos, are preferred, and the 
laft is one of the beft authors which are put 
into the hands of youth. Greek is but little 
taught; and the New Tcftament is generally the 
ne plus ultra of inftruction in this language, if 
Homer be excepted, which is tead in the high 
clafles of fome satiety But the Greek tragedies, 
and the comedies of the celebrated Latin author 
Terence, and even the eafett poets, and almoft 
as farnous, fuch as Pindar, Anacreon, Hefied, 
and ‘Theoctitus, are not read there. As to more’ 
modern authors, fuch as Plutarch, Lucian, &c. 
the fiudents know nothing more of them than 
what curiofity and a love of inftruCtion, very rare 
among them, may enable them to know, by the 
tranflations of them which they procure. The 
Orations ate the only work of Cicero taught in 
the academies or in the colleges, at leaft entirely, 
and in the original language. His Offices, his 
Tufculan, his Dialogues, his Traéts upon the 
Laws, upon Fricndfhip, and upon Oratory, are 
not read, or feldom fo at leaft, otherwife than by 


franflations. 


The 
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The Elements of Euclid, and the. Fir Prin- 
ciples of Conic Sections, are the complement 
of mathematical inftruction. The mechanics, 
hydrottatics, and hydraulics, are taught after the 
works of Nicholfon, oftener after thote of Fer- 
guffon, and the. moft often after thofe of Enfield. 
The name of Newton is revered in America, and 
where can it not be fo? But his works are little 
taught, and too little time is allowed for them to 
be generally comprehended. 

The few practical inftru@ions which are given 


in fome particular {chools upon the manner of 
finding the height of the fun, for the purpote of 


knowing the longitude, excepted, there is hardly 
any other branch of this fpecies of information 
cultivated in any of the colleges of the United 
btates; and the very {mall number of mariners 


who. with to be inftructed only in the practice of 


taking obfervations for computing the longitude, 
cannot find any means of doing it in America, 
and are induced to {earch for this information in 
England. Yet the tonnage of American veflels, 
navigating every fea in the world, may be eftt- 
mated for frac years paft at feven hundred thou- 
fand tons annually ; and. improvements in navi- 
gation are the certain means of augmenting the 
pees arifing from the commerce of the feas, 
Phere are in moft of the colleges fome philo- 


fophical 
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fophical inftruments, of various degrees of per- 
fection; and the youth recetve more inftru€tion 
in. experimental philofophy than in the more 
exact fciences. I do_not believe that there is any 
particular profeiior in chemuftry in any other col- 
leges than in thofe of New York, Prince’s-town 
in New Jerfey, and at Cambridge in Mafflachu- 
fetts. The little which istaught of this fcience in 
other places, is by profeflors who teach philofo- 
phy and mathematics together. 

I will not take upon myfelf to decide upon 
medical inftruction, but I have been. informed 
that in many colleges it is excellént; and I be- 
lieve it may not be doubted but that this excel- 
lence will extend over all America; and if we 
reflect, that in a country where the love of money 
is {9 predominant, the profefiion which procures 
the moft of it by the extenfion of acquaintance, 
which captivates without abforbing the whole 
mind in ftudy, muft produce many well-in- 
formed men; and it will be eafy from thence t 
deduce the reafons why the clafs of medicine pro- 
duces in America more learned men of almoft 
all kinds than all the others, and why the {eience 
of medicine is better, longer, and more com- 
pletely taught. | 

The ftudy of theology 1s very confined in the 


American colleges, but I do not pretend to re- 
. prefent 
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prefent the total want of this infttuGtion as an 
injury. 

But the ftudy of common right, of the muni- 
cipal laws, of thofe of particular ftates, or of the 
United States, make no part of the inftruction 
received in the colleges. This circumftance ex- 
cites aftonifhment, in a republic where each in- 
dividual may afpire to become a legiflator, and 
Where every oné, as an elector, ought to bé ca- 
pable of judging himfelf the qualifications and 
conduct of the candidates, the aéts and ordinances 
of government, and where, above all, he ought to 
know his duties, in order to fulfil them. 

It is not lefs extraordinary, that the hiftory of 
the United States, of their revolution, of the 
events which preceded and forced it; of the ob- 
ftacles of every nature which they had to over- 
come; of the facrifices of eafe, of the money and 
blood of their fellow-citizens which they had to 
make; of the mutual fiiccours which the differ- 
ént fiates afforded in thefe important and perilous 
circumftances, fhould not be taught in the col- 
leges or academies of America, where the hiftory 


of England is the only modern one which the 
youth read. Liberty is dearer to thofe who know 
how much it coft to obtain it; and in a free 
country, the love of liberty, obedience to the 
laws, and refpect for the conftitution, aré the 


bafis 
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bafis of public morals. The hiftery of every 
people who have fought for their liberty, abounds 
in traits of devotednets, of courage, and of difin- 
tereitednefs, in which that of the American war 
is very fertile. ‘The tran{miflion to pofterity of 
the names of thofe who have honoured the Ame- 
rican revolution, not only in the higheft offices, 
but alfo in inferior ftations, 1s a facred d duty of the 
governments, and that can never be completely 
fulfilled, but by inculcating it in the public 
fchools. Can it be feared left this kind of in- 
ftruction fhould haye the effect of eternalizing 
the antipathy or preference of the American na- 
tion to fuch or fuch European nation? No; it 
would only prolong the {weet remembrance of 
the acquifition of liberty, and this remembrance 
is the peculiar property of youth, and of future 
ages. This remembrance is the hiftory of the 
United States ; their citizens cannot neglect mak- 
ing themfelves familiar with thefe great events 
without committing an injury, and, I will fay, 
further, without incurring the fhame of being 
ignorant of what it is the firft duty of every man 
belonging ‘to a free people to know. But this re- 
membrance. cannot engage them in any fteps 
contrary to the duties of a moral and wife policy ; 
it confirms them in the refolution of keeping 


themfelves for ever indeperident of any foreign 
nation ; 
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nation ; and it leaves on the minds of the Amé 
ricans impreffions of fatisfe@ion and of pride, 
which, when they become united witha found 
and enlightened mora lity, are the embrios of pri- 
vate and public virtues. 

In the courfe of my journal I have had occa+ 
fion to {peak of learned focieties. They are fufs 
ficiently numerous in America: but, as I have 
obferved; they are not directed in a manner which 
can makethem of that degree of utility of which 
they are’'capable, and of which América ftands 
fo much in need. Théfe focieties are not afiduz 
oufly attended by their members, and this incon 
venience belongs to that general caufe;'that con- 
fiant application to gain fo dear to them, that it 
leaves no leifure for any other. 

There are fome medical focieties eftablithed 
in America, which are more diligently attended, 
where fome obfervations are made, though per- 
haps lefs perfect, and with lef affiduity, than 
might be defired: me ic medical fociety of New 
York appears to be that which applies itfelf with 
the greateft diligence to the cultivation of thofe 
Bieriehias of knowledge confonant to its inftitu- 
tion. _ For fome time this’ fociety has continued 
to publifh monthly a kind of journal, filled with 
ufeful and intereftine tradis., 

Befides this there ts. not any ufeful’ journal or 
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periodical work publifhed in America of any im- 
J 
portance; there was one publithed during four 
years at Philadelphia, under the title of the Ame- 
rican Mufeum, really interefting, on account of 
fome pieces which it contained upon polities. 1i- 
pon p , 


terature, fome extracts from good Enelifh works, 
and for the details which it gave of the principal 
matters relative to commerce and navigation, and 
of the adminiftration of the United States. This 
journal ceafed to appear 111792, becaufe the fub- 
{eriptions for it had ceafed to be abundant enough 
to reimburfe the editor for the expences attend- 
ing it. This was certainly for America one of 
the moft interefting works worthy of fupport ; 


but reading has hitherto been the occupation of 


only a few Americans, and that of political pam- 
phiets, or rather thofe of party, engages the “at- 
tention of the greater part of thofe few; fo that 
while there are in the‘citiés, and even in the vil- 
lages of the United States, more printing offices 
in proportion than in any city in Europe, the 
prefles there are principally employed on fome 
books of religion, fermons, fome claflical books, 
fome geographical dictionaries, upon reprinting 
Englifh works,.and, above all; upon a great num- 
ber of newfpapers. Many works of merit, how- 
ever, had their birth in America;-fuch as the 
Hiftory of the Revolution of the United States, 
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and that of South Carolina, by Dr. Ramsay, of 
Charlefton; the hiftories of certain ftates, among 
which that of New Hampfhire, by Dr. Be.x- 
wap, of Bofton, holds a diftinguifhed rank ; the 
American Encyclopedia; which, though partly 
extracted from the Englith Encyclopedia, has a 
great number of original articles, and is a work 
of great utility; in fhort, there are many othet 
tracts, general or partic ular, upon the United 
States, and doubtlefs many which, while I did 
not name, I did not intend to exclude, any far- 
ther than I was not acquainted with them, of 
which had efcaped my memory: If I have not 
included in this lift the Defence of the Ameri 
can Conttitution, by John Adams; the Obferva- 
tions upon Virginia, by Mr. Testa 3 the Let 
ters of General Washington during the War; 
is becaufe | {peak here only of the employment 
of the American prefles, and that thefe celebrated 
works were printed originally in E gland: 
Numerotis as the new{papers in America may 
be, they do not fupply the want of journals, of 
periodical publications; Few foreign political ar- 
ticles of momient find a place iti them; indeed 
they. are nothing Ome at leait, in the larget 
towns, than the Camp Li/i, or the Common Adver- 
tifer, nw hich parties a sta each other, ahd deal 


out fcandal; and as it often happens, when the 
parties 
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parties arrive at a certain point of exaltation, the 
mott vehement are thofe who find the moft fub- 
{cribers, even among thot who blame them 
motft. 

In the debates of congrefs, fpeeches full of rea- 
fon, drawn from a knowledge of things, and re- 
markable for good logic, are often heard: indeed 
there are but few men there who {peak upon fub- 
jects which they do not underftand. It is alf> 
faid, but Iam not capable of deciding, that the 
members there exprefs themfelves in the beft Jan- 


guage. But prolixity is, in fome meafure, the 


common fault of American orators, who, like 
the writers of the new world¥are not defirous of 
leaving any thing to be interpreted by the under- 
ftandings of their auditors or readers. 

The moft common vice of the inferior clafs of 
the American people, is drunkennefs. The ufe 
which they make, of {pirituous liquors, in prefer- 
ence to thofe of beer, cyder, and wine, greatly 
aids this difpofition. This excepted, there are, 
without doubt, fewer crimes committed in Amé« 
rica than among an equal number of people in 
Europe; and the caufe of it may be found in the 
eafy circumftances of the people, the firft fource 
of the morality of nations. Affaffinations are not 
unknown there, but they are very rare; and 
thefts, efpecially in the country, are not frequent, 
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hough public confidence be the only fafeguard. of 
erty. They are, as.in Europe, more frequent 
in cities, and for the fame reafon. 

The crime of counterfeiting bank bills is pretty 
common, and becomes more fo every year. This 
offence is alfo frequent in thofe countries where 
bank notes pafs as the current money; it is alfo, 
without doubt, the moft dangerous to the public 
confidence. Onrthis account there are men in 
America, humane 1m other refpecis, who contend 
that the punifhment of death ought te be-in- 
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upon the manners of the people, as to deiftroy that 
refpect and high confideration, which is too of- 
ten paid to men merely becaufe thev: ere opnu- 
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lent, they would certainly reduce the number’ of 
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crimes more than the fear of death, which expe 
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rience proy es to have but little effect in this re- 


{pect. 
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- df I have been fevercly exact in reprefenting 
exceffive avidity of becoming rich, as the coal 
mon characteriftic of the American people, and 
efpecially in the inhabitants of cities, I thall be as 
exactly juft in adding that this difpofition does 
not hurry them on to avarice. Without being 
profule, or forgetting the intereft of their fami- 
lies, they know how ta be at proper times ex- 
peniive, even with oftentation, and they do not 
refufe to affift the unfortunate, when proper op- 
portunities for it occur. The unfortunate fut- 
ferers by the fires at Charlefton and Savannah, 
and by the dreadful difeafe which raged at Phila- 
delphia and New York, &c. &c: have been re- 
lheved by the abundant fub{criptions of the citi- 
zens of almoft all the American towns wheré 
thofe difafters did not take place; and it is cer- 
tainly the duty of a Frenchman to do homage to 
that generofity fo liberally extended to the unfor- 
tunate inhabitants of the French lands, whom 
burnings and the threats of death had thrown def= 
titute upon the fhores of America. Though I 
have taken great pains to procure a particular ac- 
count of the amount of thefe fuccours given by 
almoft all the American towns to thefe unfor- 
tunate people, I have only been able to obtain it 
in part, and have configned the account. to the 
archives of the town where I have been able to 
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collect them, and qfhould have been glad to have 
been able to have prefented the ftate with the 
grateful) thanks of my countrymen. I do not 
doubt but the total of thefe benefactions is more 
than two hundred thoufand dollars; and I do 
not include in this fum the relief afforded by indi- 
viduals to individuals, offered with fincerity, a feel- 
ing for misfertune, and, I may add, with fraternal 
affection. ‘The wants of thefe French colonitts, 
driven from their country, and defpoiled by bar- 
barity, were fooner felt, fooner fuccoured in:the 
towns of the United States, where thefe unfor- 
tunate victims arrived, than exprefled by them- 
felves; and thefe fuccours have hardly had any 
other term applied to, them than. neceffaries ; 
thefe fufferers {till abide, and have continued to 
abide, in fome of the towns during the laft four 
years. 1 know examples of whole families be- 
ing admitted for two years to the intimacy and 
comforts of American families. Ihave alfoknown 
fome to whom houfes have béen let, of which 
the:expences have been defrayed, and who would 
{till receive the fame hofpitality; if they them- 
{elves had not refufed to profit by thefe kindneffes 
any longer. 1 know matters,of boarding houfes, 
who, learning that thefe French guefts quitted 


their houfes, becaufe the fmallnefs of the fum of 


money which.they: were able to fave in their 


fight 
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flight was not fufficient to defray their expences, 
have cordially folicited their further abode with 
them as triends, and have at length prevailed 
over their delicacy to accept the offered kind- 
nefs. I.know Frenchmen who having had a 
great diftance to travel before they arrived, ata 
convenient port, from whence they could depart 
for their: own country, have been with their fa- 
milies lodged and nourifhed gratuitoufly, becaufe 
they were Frenchmen and unfortunate. Similar 
examples abound, and certainly fo many of thefe 
facts are greatly honourable both to the nation 
and to the individuals to whofe beneficence they 
belong. 

Every private individual in all the United 
States of America, has an entire liberty of con- 


ference ; and almoft all the religions known in 


Europe are thofe of the fectaries there. But there 
are fome ftates where the conttituition requires of 
every citizen entering upon the legiflative or exe- 
cutive function, to fwear “ that he believes in 
one God; in the future rewards and punifhments 
of another life; in the holinefs of the Oldand 
New Teftament, and that hes profefles the Pro- 


“teftant religion.” In fort, with individuals, and 


even with fome focieties; religion is: one of the 


objects which occupies. the leaft of the attention 
of the American people ;uand it is-afirmed that 
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in thofe {tates where Prefbyterianifm has pre- 
ferved the moft of appearance, of influence, and 
of rigidity, it is exercifed in general only for the 
fake of form. 

‘There are in almoft all the towns of America, 
at leaft in the principal cities of the ftates, focie- 
ties for agriculture, focieties for the encourage- 
ment of arts, and for the formation and matnten- 
ance of public libraries ; thefe laft excepted, few 
among them attain the end propofed, and but 
few of them can eyer be able to attain it ‘in the 
prefent {tate of America. The expences which 
thefe laft focieties incur in fmall pamphlets, are 
paid by voluntary fubfcription, in which the in- 
habitants of the United States, in eafy circum- 
ftances, are more liberal when the public good 1s 

the object of them, than they are in beftowing 
their time invreading them. 

There are alfo a confiderable number of cha- 
ritable focieties, fome of which are marine focie- 
ties, whofe purpofe is, in fome towns, to provide 
a fubfiftence for the wives and children of cap- 
tains, or matters, who die at {ca; or for provid- 
ing affiftance to all veffels wrecked upon their 
coatts..’ Thére are alfo focieties for the affi{tance 


of emigrants; that is to fay, for affitting with 
advice and fuccours thofe ftrangers who arrive 
from .-Europe, with an intention of cftablithing 

themielves 
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themfelves in America. Others fubfcribe for the 
fupport of hofpitals and fchools, and for the diftri- 
bution of proper medicines; there are fome for 
the purpofe of ameliorating the fituation of pri- 
foners; fome alfo for the civilization of the In- 
dians; and, laftly, others unite themfelves for the 
purpofe of accelerating in America the epoch of 
the deftruction of flavery. . In all thefe different 
charitable focieties, Biacted of men of all claffes, 
of all profeffions, and of all religions, there 1s-not 
one in which fome of the people called Quakers 
are not to be found; they are the agents of 
great many of them, and of fome they are the 
promoters and almoft the only members ; fuch 
as thofe who have the liberty of the negroes for 
their object. a 
Without becoming on this account an extra- 
vagant enthufiaft of the Quakers, it is impoffible 
not. to remark, that in every place where any be- 
neficent plan is formed for the good of humanity, 
there they are always ready vifitors. They are 
perhaps, as is faid of them, 4s much engaged in 
the occupation of amafling riches, ‘as thofe who 
do not belong to their foeiety ; but granting it to 
be fo, this does not prevent them from applying 
themfelves, upon every oceafion, to acts of kind- 
nefs and beneficence. Their tencts, their prin- 
ciples, and their laws, rigoroufly prefcribe this 
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duty; and their conftant infpection over their 
focieties inures them to it... And though. there 
may be hypocrites. among them, ecbligh is un- 
fair to prefume, this pretended hypocrify, which 
would be a vice in thefe whom it might fway, 
ought yet to be refpe@ed, fince the good which 
may refult from it, may caufe it to be turned to 
the public advantage, and would even become a 
credit. to their fociety..--There mutt, without 
doubt,.. be. found among the great number. of 
members of their. communion, fome bad men, 
but they cannot be notorioufly fo without being 
excluded. the fociety. If there be among the 
American citizens fome Quakers whom falfe or 
1azardous {peculations have drawn. into proceed- 
ings which delicacy and equity condemn, their 
number is but {mall; and the quantity of Qua- 
kers engaged in commerce is nearly equal to that 
of the men who compofe. their whole fociety. 
Their private manners are regular and pure; and 
the luxury of thofe who rsefign themfelves the 
moft to it, does not exceed: the eafe. and. con- 
veniences of life. ‘The courts. of juftice are never 
engaged in deciding the differences. which take 
place among them, and the number of law-fuits 
between the Quakers and other.citizens is but 


{mall, in comparifon of their multitude, and the 
quantity of their property... Submiffiye to.the 
| laws 
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laws of the country where they live, no ftate, 
whatever its conftitution may be, has more quiet 
and. more faithful fubjects. Their withes for the 
freedom of flaves, and their efforts to haftcn the 
period of its accomplifhment, has created them 
violent and irreconcileable enemies mm ‘every part 
of the world. It may be, that the exalted zeal 
of fome individuals may have drawn them be- 
yond the bounds of a juft convenience, and from 
a well digefted prudence, and thofe are certainly 
blameable. But have they ever been even accufed 
of having excited the negroes to rebellion? It 
has been by pleading and petitioning for them, 
as unhappy beings and as’men; it has been by 
rifing againit flavery that they have fhewn them- 
felyes their friends; and the Quakers are not the 
firft men in whom a defire to diffipate errors and 
to procure redrefs for the injured has produced 
hatreds, and even perfecutions. 

Perhaps it may not be delicate to difcufs the 
quettion of negro flavery, at a period when fo many 
crimes ‘and fo: many unparalleled atrocities have 
been committed under the pretext of their eman- 
cipation; whence fo many miferies, either’ irre- 
mediable, or at leaft difficult to repair, have re- 
fulted to the ftate, to proprietors, and to the ne- 
groesithemfelves. This queftion however is fo- 


reign to my fubjeQ.. But the Quakers had. no 
hand 
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hand in caufing thefe calamities ; and their adhers 
ence to the caufe of fuffering humanity, and their 
frequent petitions in favour of ‘the negroes, do 
them honour, as well as their vigilance, as citi- 
zens, in executing the laws which are favourable 
to this clafseof men. How honourable to them 
are thofe perfevering cares and affiduous_atten- 
tions to the hofpitals and prifons, in which they 
expofe themfelves to the danger of catching the 
dreadful yellow fever when it appears! Jam 
{peaking of them as citizens, without any regard 
to their opinions, to their rules and orders, or to 
the aufterity of their manners; in this re{pect, I 
believe that a nation which has really at heart 
the good of mankind; cannot have better or more 
ufeful fubjects. 

The inferior clafles of workmen, down to thofe 
who labour in the ports, do not appear to me to 
be fo ruftic in America as they generally do in the 
old world., The reafon of this is, without doubt, 
that they are treated with more civility, and con=. 
fidered by thofe who employ them as free men 
with whom they have contracted, rather than as 
workmen, whom they compel to labour. They 
are like the workmen of every clafs, both in town 


and country, much better paid than. in Europe, 
by which they are enabled to live well: There 
is nota family, even in the moft miferable hut in 

the 
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the midit of woods, who does not eat meat twice 
a day at leaft, and drink tea and coffee ; and there 
ig not one who drinks pure water; the prover- 
bial with of having a chicken im the pot, is more 
than accomplifhed in America. ‘The thopkeeper 
and the artizan live much better here than in 
Europe; and the table of a family, m eafy cir- 
cumftances, living: upon their income, is. not 
better: ferved in England and France, than a 
gtedt many of thofe of tailors, hair-dreflers, &c. 
of Philadelphia, of New York, or of all other 
large towns in America. 

Though there be no diftinctions acknowledge« 
by the law in the United States, fortune, and the 
nature of profeflions form different claffes. ‘The 
merchants, the lawyers, the land-ownets, who 
do- not cultivate their land them#felves (and the 
number, which is fmall from. the ftate of Dela- 
ware to the north, is great in the ftates of the 
fouth), the phyficians, and the clergy, form the 
firt clafs. The inferior merchants, the farmers 


~ 


and the artizans, may be included in thedéeend ; 
and the third clafs is compofed of workmen, Who . 
let themfelves by the day, by the month, &c. 

In -balls,-concerts, and public amutfements, 
thefe claffes do not mix; and yet, except the=la- 
bourer in ports, and the common -failor, every 


one calls himfelf, and is called by others, a gentle- 
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man; a {mall fortune is fufficient for the aff umip- 
tion of this title, as it carries men from one clafs 
to another. They deceive themfelves very much 
who think that pure republican manners prevail 
in America. 

The white Americans, by a pride which can- 
not be blamed, and which proceeds from the ne- 
groes being generally employed in the fervice, 
1s afhamed of the fituation of a domettic ; fo that 
there cannot be reckoned throughout the whole 
extent of the United States, twenty native Ame- 
ricans in the ftate of domettic fervants. — ‘The 
clafs of domeftics in America is compofed of poor 
priefts, Germans, and of n¢égroes and mulattoes; 
and as foon as the firft have acquired a little 
money, they quit that ftation, regarded with a 
fort of contempt, and eftablith themfelves upon 
land, which they clear and till, or in a {mall 

rade. In fhort; they become independent ‘of a 
matter. Hence it may eafily be inferred, that 
good fervants are not readily found in America. 

The prejudice which caufes the men in Ame- 
rica to have fo great a repugnance to the ftate of 
domeitic fervitude, does not influence the women 
in the fame degree ; nothing is more common 
than to fee youn g women of good families, in the’ 
{:tuation of fervants, during the firft years of their 
youth... Even their parents engage them in this 

fituation 
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fitaation: without fhocking any idea. I have been 
told by M. de Fausonne, a Frenchman, for- 
merly a captain in the regiment. of Auvergne 
(and: whem the pride of independence induced 
to take up the bufinefs of a gardener for the 
fupport of his family, though he was forty-fix 
years of age), that he had had in his feryice, 
as maid-fervant, the niece of the Mayor of the 
city of New York, a young woman very honeit, 
and well brought up. Similar examples are very 
common. 

In a country which has belonged to England 
fora long time, of which the moft numerous and 
neareft connections are yet with England, and 
which carries on with England almoft all its com- 
merce, the manners of the people muft neceflarily 
refemble, in a great degree, thofe of England. 
To the American manners particularly, thofe re- 
lative to living are the fame as in the provinces 
of England. As to the drefs, the Englith fafhions 
are as faithfully copied, as the fending of mer 
chandife from England, and the tradition of tay- 
lors and mantua-makers will admit of. The dif- 
tribution of the apartments in their houfes is like 
that of England, the furniture is Englith, the 
town carriages are cither. Englith, or in the Eng- 
lifh tafte; and‘it is no fmall merit among the 


fafhionable world to have a coach newly arrived 
from 
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from London, and of the neweft fafhion. “The 
cookery is Emglith, and, as in England, after din- 
ner, which is not very long, the ladies withdraw, 
and give place to drinking of wine in full bum- 
pers, the moft prominent pleafure of the day, and 


which it is, cont lequently, very natural to pro! ong 


ae thie 
as late as POL DiC. 


There are great dinners, numerous tea parties, 
invited a long time in advance, but no focictieés. 
~o that theie tea aflemblies are every where 2 
fund of amiufement for the ladies. Balls and plays 
are much frequented. It is generally underftood 
that theie kinds of diffipation belong only to the 
towns, and particularly to larg ge cities. | Luxut 
is very high there, efpecially at New York and 
Philadelphia, and makes a dangerous progrefs 
every yéar ; but eafily to be conceived, fince lux- 
‘ary 1s, in fome degree, the reprefentation ot 
‘riches, and that wealth there 1s the only diftinc- 
tion. 

Thére are. fome dO gro furpats their 
neighbours, already too far advanced, in luxury ; 


thefe’ injure the manners of the country, but 


while the people cenfure, they purfue thefe fe+ 
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confideration has rzifed to the place of temporary 
prefident of the fenate of the —- * d States, a man 
who was not efteemed by any of thofe who ele&ted 
him, or by any other, either for his talents, his 
qualities, or for his character, but he entertained 
his friends with fumptuous dinners. In the other 


, luxury is lefs 
prevalent, but it continually increafes, and oftet 


towns, and efpecially in the country 


out of proportion with wealth. 


The women every where poffefs, in the higheft 


degree, the domeftic virtues, and : 7 others; they 


have more {weetne{s, more goodnefs, at leaft as 
much courage, but more fenfibility, than the 
men. Gund: wives, and good mothers, t] 


bands and their children engage their whole at- 


ieir huf- 
tention; and their houfehold affairs occupy all 
their time and all their cares; deftined by the 


mannefs of their country to this-<domeftic hfe, 


their education in other ae coo much neg- 
lected. They are amiable by as ake and 


y\4 


their natural difpofition, are there are very few 
amon them who are fo from any acquired ac- 
complifhments. What they efteem to be virtue 
in wives is the virtue of ‘the whole fex; and if 
in the United States malice may throw out her 
fufpicion upon twenty, there are certainly not 
above ten of them who can be accufed juftly, an 

all the reft treat thefe with great rigour. | a 


heard 
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heard fome hufbands complain, that the urgency 
of their wives makes this irreproachable virtue 
coft them dear. But where in the world is there 
a place where evil is not found by the fide of 
good ? 

The young women here enjoy a liberty, which 
to French manners would appear diforderly ; they 
go out alone, walk with young men, and depart 
with them from the reft of the company in large 
affemblies ; in fhort, they enjoy the fame degree 
of liberty which married women do in France, 
and which married women here do not take. But 
they are far from abufing it ; they endeavour to 
pleafe, and the unmarried women defire to ob- 
tain hufbands, and they know that they fhall 
not fucceed if their condu@ becomes fufpected. 
Sometimes they are abufed by the men who de- 
ceive them, but then they add not to the misfor- 
tune of having engaged their hearts to a cruel 
man the regret of deferving it, which might give 
them remorfe. When they have obtained a huf- 
band, they love him, becaufe he istheir hufband, 
and becaufe they haye not an idea that they can 
do otherwife; they revere cuftom by a kind ot 
fiate religion, which never varies. 

I do not know whether there be many badly 
managed families in America; but none appear 
fe, though indecd they do not bear the image of 

the 
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the moft defirable happinefs.. In the inferior 
clafies of fociety, where the manners of the 
women are as exempt from reproach as in the 
more elevated claffes, it is faid that thofe of the 
young women are'more eafy. Yet according to 
all which I have been able to colle&, it-is the 
Ulufion of a marriage, which they believe to be 
decided, which engages them to give further li- 
berties than they otherwife would do without 
this falfe hope. The fault therefore lies entirely 
in the men who deceive the. young women; 
without it can be juft to accufe thofe of. liber- 
tinage who have not the prudence to guard them- 
{elves againtt it. 

There formerly was a cuftom.in New Eng- 
land, and. particularly in Conne¢ticut, which 
various American travellers, in their accounts, at- 
tribute. to vicious manners; but who, I confefs, 
ought to accufe me of dulnefs, becaufe it always 
appeared to me, on the contrary, to be the effect 
_ of the pureft manners, and the moft innocent 
‘intentions. <A traveller arrived at the houfe of a 
friend, and the beds of the family were engaged. 


He was put to bed with the family—with the _ 
boys, if there, were any, and with the girls, if 


there were no boys. It may be conceived, that 
it is eafier for Europeans to compote pleafant 
tales, and to draw merry inferences from this 


Voi. IV. Qq cuftom. 
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cuftom, thén'to examine it in its native fim- 
plicity; and the beneficence of its intention. 

Hofpitality among this new people was one of 
the virtues the moft regarded as a duty, and the 
moft rehgicufly obferyed. ‘Their houfes were 
few and jimall. A traveller to whom an en- 
trance into one of thefe had been denied at the 
end of the day, was not able to find another 
lodging near; their hofpitable manners could 
not futter him to be refufed:; and the idea’ of 
diforder did not enter the head of the parents, or 
that of their daughters, and the euceit was ad- 
mitted into the hofpitable roof; and it was not 
remarked that he arrived mconveniently. The 
part of the clothing which was not thrown off, 
was. rather a homage paid to the difference of 
fexes than a neceflary means of fecurity ; and the 
next day ‘the traveller departed, to find on the 
next evening another hofpitable lodging. This 
euftom, known by the name of bondelage, ceafed, 
in proportion as-houfes became larger, the roads 
more frequented, and taverns eftablifhed; but 
the, day when the idea of modefty entered to 
make this reform, the manners had loft their-in- 
nocenceé,” 

E-have heard it faid by men who had béen ad- 
mitted to this fpecies of hofpitality, and whofe 
Manners were certainly not very ferupulous, that 


the 
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the flighteft attempt which they hal ever made 
to abufe this reception had been rceived with 
violent repulfes, and had caufed then fometimes 
to be turhed out of bed, and fometimes even out 
of the houfe: and no one ever toldme that he 
had ever fucceeded in attempting tc take advan- 
tage of this cuftom; but their delracy had not 
prevented them from defiring it, ard would not 
have hindered them from avowing.(t. 

There probably may have been examples to 
the contrary; but they could only be reckoned 
as exceptions, and too few to hate authorifed 
Writing travellers to have played fo much upon 
this cuftom, which, when it 1s confidered at 
what period it took place, and wih what im- 


tention it was eftablifhed, is a credit to the man~ 


ners of the country, and to the tines in which 
it was practifed. Be this as it may, the cuftom 
has ceafed long ago, fo that there is no more 
fruth in the account of thofe writes who repre- 
fent it to'exift at prefent, than there is Of jufinefs 
and goodnefs in their judgment when they at- 
tack the morality of it, or pervert tie intention, 
But the cuftom which exifts fil, and which 
may fhock the manners of an Eurepean, is that 
of being admitted to: fleep upon rrattreffes and 
upon blankets in the fame chambers where the 
hufband and wif fleep in ‘their ted, and the 
Qq2 | children 
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children of the family, boys and girls, in theirs, 
This cuftom is alfo to be attributed to the fearce- 
nefs of houfes, and their {mallnefs, which is gene- 
rally reduced to one chamber, which renders this 
practice neceffary. in thofe parts of the United 
States which are thinly inhabited. I haye more 
than once found myfelf in fuch a lodging, when 
{ have been travelling alone, or with companions 
of my journey, and when I have met with tra- 
vellers to whom I was a firanger. The cham- 
bers are very {mall ; and men often fleep near the 
bed of young and handfome girls, whofe fim- 
plicity as not fufficiently alarmed to make any 
change. in their cuftomary night drefs. If the 
ftranger fo lodged has his {leep retarded or broken 
by the ideas fuggefted by a fituation to which he 
is fo little accuftomed, it is neither the fault nor 
intention of his good and kind hofts. 

As to the large towns, and pa irticularly com-~ 
meercial.ones, the means of libertinifm there are 
perhaps more numerous than, in Europe, and I 
hear fay that a great.many-hufbands make ufe of 
thefe means. As in Europe, poverty and vanity 
of .drefs are the determining motive. which lead 
the women into the paths of proftitution ;—fo 
itis in the great towns of America: and among 
the married women, thofe whom the long ab- 


fence.and. inattention of their hufbands leave 
without, 
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without fure means of fubfiftence, particularly 
the wives of feafaring-men, are, if not abfolutely 
the only ones, the moft frequently accufed of this 
illicit practice. 

I ought to add farther, that the condition of 
the girls who are kept in the houfes fet apart for 
proftitution, is viewed by the lower orders of the 
American people with weaker prepofieffions than 
in’ Europe, and is looked upon mertly in the 
fame manner as every other trade : there are many 
examples of this defcription of women, who leave 
thofe fituations, place themfelves as fervants, or 
are married, and make faithful domeftics and 
honeft wives. The municipal police connives at 
this kind of houfes; but if the neighbours com- 
plain of any exterior fcandal, they are inftantly 
{hut, and the inhabitants carried to the houfe of 
correction, 

The Americans marty young, efpecially in the 


country : the oceafion which the young men, 


who generally eftablith themfelves very early 


either in fome new lands or in fome trade, have 
for a wife to afaft them in their labours, con- 
duces to thefe early marriages as much as the 


purity of manners. 

In the villages, tharriages are lefs frequent and 
not fo hafty, efpecially fince the introduction of 
luxury renders an acquired fortune. more nece{- 


Qq3 fary ; 
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fary ; and the young men hardly feel the necef- 
fity of loving, with the proje& of marriage, till 
they have already fatisfied, or are in the way of 
fatisfying, the more imperious neceffity of gain- 
ing money, But however good the marriages 
may be, the wife who dies is readily replaced by 
another. In the country fhe is, as in Europe, a 
neceflary friend to the management of domeftic 
affairs—the is the foul of the family, In town 
fhe is fo too, She is an indifpenfable refource 
for domeftic affairs, while her hufband is engaged 
in his own affairs, as every one is in America; 
fhe is an affiduous companion, and a fociety ever 
ready to be found in a country where there are 
no other but that of the family, and where the 
children foon quit their paternal abode. 

To the fketch which I have juft given of the 
manners of the people of the United States, | 
could add fome features more, but which would 
augment but little the knowledge which I have 
tricd to give of them collectively, or of them 
enfemble; befides, I am preffed to finith this arti- 
cle, which appears too long already. 

An European coming into the new. world, 
and bringing with him the need of the ufage of 
the politer attentions of that which he has quit- 
ted; he, above all, who brings with him the 
need of what we call in France the charms:of 

fociety, 
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fociety, which we know fo well how to appreci+ 
ate, of which we know how to participate, and 
which affords us fo many moments of happinefs, 
—fuch a man will not find himdfelf fatisfied in 
America, and his recollections will be continu- 
ally fprinkling his life. with melancholy. . He 
cannot, if his heart has an accafion for a, frend, 
hope to find there the fweetnefs of a conftant 
and avowed friendfhip. ‘The inhabitants of the 
United States have been hitherto too much en- 
gaged in their refpective occupations for the.en- 
ticements of polifhed fociety, to be able to with- 
draw their attention from them; they have not 
leifure to confecrate to friendfhip. 

Such an European ought to have for a long 
time forgotten Europe, in order to live quite 
happy in America. But if he can readily lofe 
the remembrance of it, or take with him there 
the deareft objects of his affeGtion, he will lead in 
America a happy and tranquil life. He will there 
enjoy the bleffing of liberty in the greateft ex- 
tent which it is poffible to defire in any polathed. 
country. He will fee himfelf with an active 
people, eafy in their circumftances, and happy. 
Every day wall bring him to obferve a new pro- 
grefs of this new country. He will fee it every 
day take a ftep towards that ftrength and great- 


nefs to which “it is called; towards that real in- 
Qq4 dependence 
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dependence which is for a nation the refult of 
having the means of fatistying itfelf, 

Befides, every man of talents who fhall go to 
America; ‘every fkilful workman: and every 
man ‘who, without any particular talent, fhall 
take with him fufficient courage and refolution 
to labour hard, is fure to find there, in a fhort 
‘time, the means of making himfelf independent. 
a man of property, and foon after to ac quire an 
caly and honett competency. 

Some of the reflections with which I have 
accompanied the account I have given in this lait 
part of my journal, of the conftitution, of the 
government, of the laws, of the commerce, and 
of the manners of the United States, may be 
accufed of feverity. What anfwer ought I to 
make to this reproach, if it be. laid upon me? 
It was my duty to fay what I faw and what I 
thought. I have fpared.no pains to come at 
the truth, and to keep my judgment fice from 
the influence of all prejudice, and from party 
{fpirit ; | am inwardly confcious of this. Doubt- 
deis nothing obliged me.to write a journal: but 
nothing could make me confent, while I was 
writing it, to difyuife, or even to weaken my 
opinions. 

It is {till:more probable that I thall be accufed 
of having judged the actual politics of the go- 

verning 
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verning party in America with a French partia- 
lity. I will not attempt :to exculpate myfelf 
from a {trong attachment to my country, and to 
all its mterefts; I believe I donot yield to any 
one in this fentiment, fo general among the 
French; 1t-is in me, independent of all the go- 
vernments which my nation can give herfelf as 
it isof all the misfortunes of which | have been, 
and of which I may {till be the vidiim. But Il 
fhould have reproached. myfelf for having yielded 
to be guided in my judgment by {entiments for 
which I honour mytfelf; I fhould then have run 
the rifk of not fecing the truth; and it 1s the 
truth after ~which I haye been fearching, and 
for the fake of which |] wrote. I think, there- 
fore, that I have preferved myfelf: from. the in- 
fluence of national prejudice, and I hope that the 
majority of my readers will think the fame. 

May Amenica, ftrengthened by all the advan- 
tages which nature has beftowed upon her, and 
with thofe which a happy concurrence of cir- 
cumftances has added to them, already rich in 
her own experience, enjoy with a long profpe- 
rity ! 


May the people of America employ, without 
remiffion, all their vigilance and all their firm- 
nefs to preferve their liberty and independence, 
which they have fo glorioufly acquired! None 

> of 
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of her citizens withes this more fincerely*than I. 
tn fhort, may France and the United States draw 
clofer the bonds of alliance and friendfhip, which, 
it fo much interefts the two nations to {trengthen 
and to invigorate! May generofity and good 
faith be the bonds for holdj ing them together ! 
In political, as in private life, thefe are the moft 
ufeful and the moft honourable. 


: 


tadd here a bricf view of the tefemblance 
and differences between the conftitutions of the 
United States of North America, of that of the 
Union, as well as.of thofe of the different ftates 
which compote it. 

Thefe tables are the literal tranflation of thofe 
publifhed laft year by Mr. Witxt1am Smrrn, 
at that time member of congrefs for South 
Carolina, at prefent minifter of the United States. 
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Lariff of the Duties which the various Articles 
of Merchandize imported into the United States 


pay, finee the 1ff of July 1797. 


—_— 





. 

| In Americ 
| In American 
Merchandize Imported. 


110}}0 


. 
- +¢ S 
Bottoms. 


’ 
. 


> 











|: 
a ee j 
Fire-arms and bayoncts, not other-j1o per cent of their| 
wife fpecified se -| value bie 
Philofophical apparatus imported! 
for the ufe of {chools, &c. _ -\free - 
Anifeed - - -l15 p. cent of value} 
Articles produced or manufac-| 
tured in the United States,! 


ee 


liquors excepted - -\free = - 
Anchors - = -|£O ps cent of value 
Starch - = | 5 ditto . 
slate ~ 3 ae ditto - 
Steel - - -\yo0 cents p. quintal 
Beer, ale, and porter, in cafks or) 

in bottles =: -\8 cents per gallon 
— upon the value of the bottles |10 p. cent of value 
Bricks and tiles 2 -|L§ ditto ~ 
Bonnets, hats, and all kinds of 

head-drefies - -|15. ditto - 
Boots = ~ =\75 cents per pair | 


Buttons of all kinds - -|I5 p. cent ot value 








Buckles for fhoes, &c. —_ afi§ ditto - 
Brufhes - - -|10 ditto - 
Coin, or filver pe -\free =| 
Cambrick - £0 p. cent of value! 
Stockings - -l15 ditto - 


Wax, and fpermaceti Candles  -/0 cents per pound 
Wood unwrought - -ifree- - 
Wood wrought (except cabinet 


wares) - - -l21 p. cent of value 
Brafs cannon, and articles made 
of copper = -'15 ditto - 


20 ditto ~ 


Coaches, or parts of coaches - 
25 cents per pack 


Cards for gaming ~ - - 
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fre 


free 
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free 


free 
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In American |S > 
Merchandize imported. Pie eoean = & 
Bottoms. 3 0’ 
2 3 
Cards for cotton an¢ wool “|S cents per dozen| 55 
Cables and tarred cordage , “180 cents p. quintall 198 
Candles made of tallow. ~|2 cents per pound 24 
Spikes id = -l1 ditto - ah Rake 
Capers = - -|£5 p. cent of value] 162 
Cass and whips = -|10 ditto Ie 
Cinnamon, goofeberries, . com- 
fits: dees a - 5 ditto -| 162 
Chintz, callicoes, muflins, and iy : 
- merchandize i e6ttoastd woo] 
in colour ~ 2.-ditto -} £32 
Cocoa-nut ~ cre cents pér pound 2% 
Chocolate an -|2 ditto - ee, 
Cofmetics - “Its p. cent of value] 161 
Coals - - -|5 cents per buthel 1 
Colours - - “5 p. cent of value| 162 
Copper wrought : -|15 ditto =| 363 
—~ in fheets, pigs, and bars -lfree - -| free 
Compofition for the teeth and] 
gums - | - “15 p. cent of value} 16 
Coffee _ - ~ “|5 cents per pound j 54 
Cotton - = -'2 ditto - -| 333. 
— manufactured without die or | 
colour. - “ -lt0 p- cent of value] 11 
Cutlaffes and hangers, nithss 
whole or in pieces It§ ditto -| 162 
Hemp - - -|L00 cents p. quintal) 1190 
Leather tanned, and all. manu- 
factures of leather, or where 
the leather is the effential ar- 
ticle + - “|t5 p- cent of value} 162 
Citrons: © - - -|1§ ditto «| 165 
Nails S . “12 "céhibs er pound Qe 
Paiteboard and parchment do p. tent of value| 11 
Types for printing - -|ro ditto ob 5 rare 
Dates and figs - ons ditto -| 3162 
Drugs (of the apothecary 
thofe ufed in dyeing Ni ditto -|. 164 
free 


Drugs and’ wood (for « ey eing) 1s ~ - 
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Lace and lawns “ 

Lace for edges, fringes, lacets, 
&c. ufed by coach- makers, fad- 
dlers, &c. ~ 

Malt m ‘ 

Cabinet ware - 

Effences, pow der, and perfumer 

Fans, whole or in parts 

‘Tin, wrought - 

—— old - - 


Artificial flowers, feathers, and 


other ornaments for ladies 
Copper wire, &c. = 
Cheefe - . 
Fruits of all kinds 
China ware - 
Furs unwrought 
Iron wire % 
Packthread = 
(Jauze._- * 
Ginger - me 
Girandoles, whole or in pieces 
Gloves and mittens of all kinds 
Lace of gold or filver 
(slue < = 
Clothes ready made - 


—- liveries, furniture, and utenfils 
of profeflion, belonging to per- 


fons coming to refide in th 
United States - 

Oil " * 

Indigo = - 


Jewellery, and artificial {tones 














Play-things, for children, not 


otherways fpecified 
Blank books - 


Diftilled liquors from corn. 
~~ of the firft proof - 
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seit 2 cent ee iL 
| 
-|1§ ditto -| 16% 
-|Lo cents per bufhel| ga 
-|[5 p- cent of value} 16% 
y|£5 ditto ; 164 
e155 ditto | 162 
-|t5 ditto | 162 
-free - - [ free 
-\15 p.<ent of value| 162 
-lfree . - -|. free 
-\7 cents per pound 1s 
- 1s p- cent of value) 16% 
-|15 ditto -| 16% 
-jfree «-- : -| free 
-\free .: - -| free 
-\4.00 cents p. quintal 440 
-|f0 p. cent of value] 47 
“115 ditto -| 163 
~'2.0 ditto “| 22, 
-\t5 ditto -| 162 
-|15 ditto 1605 
-|15 ditto | 165 
1 ditto -| i 
e | 
-free = iree 
-lr5 p. cent of value; 762 
-\25 cents per pound! 274 
~ 15 Pp: cent of value 103 
-|po ditto 1% 
-i10 ditto It 
-28 cents per gallon 308 
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— third 
— fourth 
— fifth 


— §xth 


From other matters, 
— firit proof 


— fecond 
— third 
~— fourth 
— fitth 
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Liquors diftilléd in 


States, imported in’ the fame; 
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’ Bottoms. 


In Ametican | 
) 
! 











Q cents per gallon! 


31 dit: % 
-| 34 ditto 
| e 
-140 ditto 
-60 ditto 


+125 ditto 
die: ditto 
- 28 ditto 
~}32ditto 
ae 8 ditto 
~ ditto 





veflels in whic ch they have biéens 
exported 


States, viz. 


the 


From molafles. 


— firft proof 


— fecond 
— third 
— fourth 
— fifth 
— fixth 


United} 


-\13 ditto 
- 14. ditto 
em ger 
“HS ditto 
-|17 ditto 
-|21 ditto 
a ditto 
’ 


From matters the produce. of the! 


—- fecond 
—~ third 
—~- fourth 
— fifth 
— {xth 


Wool unwrought 
Woollea yarn 


= 


United States. 
— firft proof 


~ 


| 


FA 
-/8 ditto 
-\g ditto 
-lr?) ditto 
-|F3 ditto 
-118 ditto 
free = 


=|225 cenis p. pine 


Wratches:andeclocks,in whole or 


in pleces 


“15 p. cent of value 


| 


i 4 
Soa 
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-|'7 cents per eallon 
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j | In American | @ 
Merchandize imported. oe ee | io 
Bottoms. | ee 
1 3 
Soa Se OS 
Merchandife. imported direatly’ 
from China, or from the Eaft; ~ 
Indies, in veflels which do niot} 
belong to the United States! 
(except tea, porcelain, and all 
| other articles fubjeét to the| 
| higher duties) ~ | “= “| 122 
— which thall be re-exported in| of value 
the fame fhips in which they; 
have been imported -lfree’ =| free 
— not {pecifically {pecified in this| 
tariff |. - m : to p. centof value} xz 
Looking-glailes - -|29 ditto -| 22 
Manufactures of tin, compofition, 
and copper - -|15 ditto -| 16% 
— of iron and fteel, not otherwife) 
fpecified * 15 ditto =p 262 
— of copper ~ “15 ditto -| 464 
| — of lead -|t cent per pound -) -rz'> 
| — of cotton and wool, dyed or, 
coloured 3 -\122 p. centofvalue, 132 
— ditto, without being dyed or 
,' coloured is -\L9 ditto IL 
Marble, flate, ftones, bricks, ttles, 
tables, mortars, and other uten- 
fils of marble or flate, and in 
general all work in ftone or : 
| ottery 2 “it 5 ditto 163 
Mace (a fort of {picery) -|1 5; ditto 16% 
Merchandifes of mode -|15 ditto 162 
‘ Molafles - a -\4. cents per gallon}. 4} 
Mufkets and fire-arms, with bay- 
onets, whole or in pieces -15 p. centin value) roy 
— without bayonets, ditto = +85 ditto of 
Muttard in powder - e155 ditto I 4 
Muflins dyed, coloured, &c. -|t 25 ditto 13% 
— without dye or colour ~ITO ditto a 
Nutmegs : - -\1 5 ditto 13 
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} 
Ae | In American 
Vierchandize imported. 
| Botto ym: 
een | 
Grold{miths’ ware its p- cent =e value 
« Uranges ~ - “{£5 ditto 
Olives - ~ -115 ditto 
Porcelain - - ly 5 ditto 
Dolls for children rw -ph§ ditto 
€sun-powder - -{10 ditto 
Powder for the hair’ - -|15 ditto 
Raw hides ee -ftree- = ‘ 
Calaminare ftone = --free | Z 


Lead and bullets “i 
Paper, painted for tapeltry 


-)L cent per pound 
iS p. cent of value 


— for writing and wrappery —-{ro ditto - 
— itrong - -|15 ditto - 
Plaiter of Paris s -|free. *- é 
Pepper _ - ~ -\6 cents per pound 

Piltols, whole or in parts -|5 p. cent of value 
Paintings and engravings -|10 ditto -| 
Allfpice  - = -|4. cents per pound -| 
Prunes: 2 ~ -|I5 p. cent of value 
Naval provifions - -lfree - - 
Waters < ” -|15 p. cent of value 
Raifins .- . -|15 ditto - 
Glauber’s falt - -|200 cents p. quintal 


Salt weighing more than’ 56 Ibs. 
per buthel - -|12 cents for 65 lbs 
—— were ring 56 Ibs, oe bufhel or 


efs -|12 cents per bufhel 
Saltpetre - é -\free - - » 
Saddles, whole or in parts -|10 p. cent of value 
Sattin, and other filk ftuffs tro ditto " 
Shoes and pumps of filk, for 4 

women - = -|25 cents per pair = 
— for men or women -\E5 ditto - 
Sabres and cutlaffes, in part or 

whole - - ~ -\15 p. cent of value 
Soap ~ - -\2 cents per pound 
Sulphur - soa é - 


pugar, brown * } cents per pound 
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: ry In American . | 
Merchandize imported, . ls 9. 5 
Bottorns, 1S aa’ 
|" 3 
Pee ser es 
Sugar, white clayed - -'3 cents per pound : 3 As 
_— powdered ~ - 2 ditto “| Bake 
: — all other refined, and in pow-) | 
| . 
der - - -\t2 ditto ; 142. 
fone ere!) - ~63 ditto - 758 
— in Oaves “ -Q9 ditto -| Ores 
— refined - - 61 ditto -| 9 
— candy - ~ ~9 ditto - 9,2. 
Carpets and matts) - “15 p. cent of value 16° 
‘Tobacco in powder - -|22 cenis per pound) 24. 


Sail-cloth 


-|LO p. cent of value! 11 


Tea, China and Indian. 
— bohea. - 


~|12 cents per pound} 17f 


{ — fouchong and other black teas/18 ditto -| 29 
—hyfonimperial = - -i32 ditto -| 50 
— other green teas. - -|20 ditto taal 3° 

Tea coming from Europe. 

. — bohea - - -|14. ditto -| 197t 
— fouchong, and other black teas|21 ditto -| 27 
—~hyfon imperial - -|40 ditto -| 50 
—other green teas - -|24 ditto -| 30 

| Tea coming from any other place. 

1 — bohea - ~ -|17 ditto -| 187% 
— fouchong - -|277 ditto -| 20x65 
—hyfonimperial - -|50 ditto -| 55 

| — other green teas - -|30 ditto =p. 33 

Tobacco manufactured (other- 

ways than in powder) Ito cents per pound | 12 

3 Glafs, 3 
-— black bottles, containing 2 

quart = : -ro p. cent of value, 11 
— in panes = -|15 ditto -- 164 
— all other manufaGures of glafs)20 ditto -| 22 

- -|10 ditto - 1! 


Velvet 
Vou. LY. 


Rr 
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Merchandize imported. 






Bottoms. 















i 


Wine in barrels, bottles, or other 


veffels. 

— from London, Madeira of the 

firft quality - -|5 cents per gallon -| 61% 
~-- London, or brought from Ma- 

deira - -|49 ditto -| 51,4 
-—— other Madeira ~ - -|40 ditto -| 44 
— Burgundy and Champagne -/40 ditto “| 44 
— Sherry - -\33 ditto -| 33x85 
— Saint Lucar - -|30 ditto -| 33 
— Lifbon and Oporto -|25 ditto 4).27% 
— Teneriff, Royal and Malaga -|20 ditto» ~ -| 22 
The duties upon all other wines 

ought not to exceed 30 cents per 

gallon in American veffels, and 

33 cents in foreign veflels ; nor 

to be lefs than ten cents in Ame- 

rican veflels, and eleven in fo- 

reign veffels ne -'40 p. cent of value] 44 
Upon the value of the bottles lr ditto + it 
All forts of fruits preferved in 

Vinegar - - -|15 ditto -| 162 
All other merchandife not other- 

wife {pecified “ -|10 ditto “| If 
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A. 
1 Geese John, declared Prefident of the United States, 362. 
£ Agriculture, ftate of, near Philadelphia, 102; at German- 
town, 116; at Quakerftown, 125. 

Amboy, in the ftate of Jerfey, 189} one of the bett ports in the 
United States, ib. ; value ofits exports, 199. 

Se drunkennefs the moft. common vice of the inferior, 
577; fondnefs of riches the prevalent characteriitic of the, 
aie : few natives in domeftic fervice, 588 

Aninials, wild, lefs fierce than in other parts of the globe, 586: 


B. 


Belvidere, account of, 161; its houfes, ib. ; fituation, 162; price 
of land, ib. 

Bethlehem, town of, 133; its population, ib. ¢ all Moravians, 

Bradford, William, Attorney-general of Pen nfylvania, 44. 

Burlington, town of, 176; a fmall port, i91. 

Burr, Colonel, his friendfhip for the Author, 240, 


ib, 


a 


GC; 

Chatham, village of, 173. 

Chefnut Hill, account of the village of, 120. 

Chew, Benjamin, at Philadelphia, Author’s refpeét for, and his 
family, 105; his houfe at Germantown the feat of an import- 
ant action in 1777; 117. 

Chriftianbrown Farm, account of, 154; its produce, 1b. 

Clement’s Tavern, account of, 121; the boundary of the counties 


of Montgomery and Bucks, ib. 
Rr@ Clinton 








INDEX. 


Clinton, General, formerly Governor of the State of New York, 
character of, 245, 

Cunow, Mr. a member of the dj itectory of the Unity, 152; cha- 
racter of, ib, 

D. 

Dallas, Mr. Secrétary of the State of Pennfylvania; publithed 
code of its laws, 19. 

Delaware River, 158; the boundary of the States of New Jerfey, 
and Pennfylvania, ib,; account of its banks, 159, 

Dollar, value of, in the State of Pennfylvania, 171; Jerfey, ib.; 
New York, ib. 

Drayton, Mr. Spéaker of the Houfe of Re prefentatives of Con- 

 grefs, 163, 

Eafton, city of, capital of the county of Northampton, 156; 
fituation, ib. ; extent, ib.; houfes, 157: inhabitants moftily 
Germans, ib.; confiderable trade in corn, ib.; mills, ib. : 
thipping, 153. 

Eddy, Thomas, of New York <, charactér of, 241. 

Kifworth, Mr. Chief Juftice of the U nited States, 364. 


Ernheim, Mr. a Moravia in, Bithop of Bethlehem, 139. 


KF. 


Faubonne, M. de, account of, 589, 

landers, townthip of, 170; its churches, ib. 

fortifications, of the United States, account of the, 508; where 
fituated, ib. 

Vranklin, Dotter Benjamin, his patriotic {peech on the adoption 


of the conftitution, 289, 290, 


- 


ss 
Galatin, Mr. his opinion on the finances. of the United States, 
596, 397. 
7” WT a pfs QO 
Genet, M. recalled by France, $95. 


Germantown, in the county of Philadelphia, deicription of the 


ae 


~ "ad : *. ; : ff - : ’ i ) P 
village of, E16; its-extent, ib.: culture of lands, 1b. ; inha- 
.o EB, 


bitants chiefly Germans, 117; mianufaf@orc s,ib.; church and 


. 1 ai | 
ichoo's, ib. 


Gnadenthal 











INDEX. 


‘+ } 4 a ® 
Gauadcenthal Farm, account of, 154 ; its produce. ih 
Governor's Ifland, account of its fortifications. 230: 
of, ib. 


Granite, very common near Paterfon, 193: 


H, 


Hacketftown, defcription of the village of, 165 ; its produce, 
106; iron forges, ib. 

Hamilton, Mr. a federalift and eminent barrifter at New York, 
character of, 245. 

Meilian fly, great damage done by the, in the State of Jerfey, 
170. 

Hope, Major, at Belvidere, account of his efiate, 163 ; formerly 
proprietor of all the lands near there, ib. ; price of .higs pur 
chate, ib. 

Hadfon, Henry, firft difcovered Long Hland, 195, 


{. 


Jefferfon, Thomas, declared. Vice Prefident of the United States, 
362. 

Jerfey, State of, hiftorical account of the, 175, 176, 177; its 
conftitution and laws, 177 to 184; taxes, 184 to ISA; ex- 
pences of government, 187 ; public debt, ib. 5 population, ib, 3 
extent, 188; education, 1b. ;- character of its inhabitants, 189; 


freedom of religion, ib. ; commerce, 189, 190 ; exports, 191. 


K, 
Kofciofko, General, employed in the army of General Gates, at 


Saratoga, 247; Author’s opinion of, and refpect for, 248. 


tae 


Labour, price of, at Philadelphia, 101; nearGermantown, 119;. 
near Eafton, 158; at Hacketitown, 166. 

Land, price of, at Germantown, 116; at Springhoule, 121; at 
Quakerftown, 1253 between Bethlehem and Kafton, $56; at. 
Eafton, 158; in the neighbourhood of Belvidere, 1625 at 


Hacketftown, 166; at Morriftown, 172; at Chatham, 174. 
om, produce of, at Philadelphia, 1025 at Gnadenthal, 154; at 
Rr 3 Chriftianbrown 








INDEX. 


Chriftianbrown, ibs; mear Hacketfiown, 166; at Mornitown, 


172. 


Larener, Richard, dif sine of the relief at New York to the 
colonifts of St. Domingo, 238. 
Lehigh Mountains, account of, 126. 

Living ft on, Edmund, one of the moft enlightened and eloquent 
members of the oppofition in Congrels, 246. 

Long | (land, account of, 243; its extent and population, 1b. 

Lowns, Caleb, of Philadelphia, character of, 43, 44. 


M. 
Maffachufetts, infurrection in the State of, on account of the pay~ 
ment of taxes, 5/3. 
Mintfmill, account of, 165. 
Montgome >, General, killed at the fiege of Quebec, 231; a mo- 


nument eS to his memory at St. Paul’s Church in New 
York, ib. 

Moravians, their origin, 127 : fettled | in the diftriét of Bethlehem 
in L741, ib.3 their numbers, ib. 3, details refpecting pheas 127 
to 130; in 1762 change the fyftem of the conititution, 150 ; 
prefent ofdinances, 1b.; government of the focicty,-130° to 
135» revenues, 1395 an oligarchical republic, 137 ;. pay of their 
bifhops, 139, 140; fchools, 143; religion, 144; their mar- 
riages, [£49 to 150; practice of worthip, 151; allGermans, 
or cefeendants of Germans, ib. 

Morriftown, the capital of Morris county, 171 ; defcription of the 
village of, 1725 its houfes, ib.; eourt of juftice, 1b. ; churches, 
ib.; a fociety for the encouragement of Agriculture; 1b. 5 a. 
library, ib. 

Mufkinigunk Creek, 168. 

N. 

Nazareth, a Moravian fociety, account of, 153.» its population, 
th. ; an academy, 1D. ; its fituation, 154. 

New Jerfey, wide Jerley. 

New York, State of, 194; its hiftory, 194, 195, 196.5 its pre- 


fent conftitution, formed in 1777; 196 to 201; taxes, <01 to 


205; civil law, 206 te 209 ; criminal law, 209 to21l; fchools, 
; 4 Tet OO Dn 92). 
Oil to 214; flavery, 214 to 218; militia, 219, 229, mel § 


finances, 
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tinances, 2215; public debt, 222; trade and commerce, 222 te 


ry a a i + of - Bes . 
aS pes 2263 deferip tion of the cityy and its population, 


fr 


) ’ “7 a 
227 to 229 ; its fituation, 223 ; places of worfhip, 2313 mar- 
Tg re | _ ie ae ‘ on « No - ° ng 
kets, 232; iGeital and public charities, 233 .to 237; teélief 
granted to the coloniits from St. Domingo, 237 ; banks, 239 ; 
capitals and dividends, ib. ; prifons, 239 to 242; defcription 
of the country around, 242, 243 ;, manners of its inhabitants, 


ib. 


244°; their political opinions, 
Nicklin, Mr. detcription of his villa, 1143 price of its purchate, 


115; his character as a merchant, 472. 


> 
Niemcewiez, friend of the great <-eRES wounded in the affair 
at Saratoga, 243 ; his character, 


Northampton, Sodan of the county of, 156. 


QO. 


r > 


— 


. 


Oak, price of, at Germantown, 120; at Sprnghoule, | 

Opoffum, defcription of an, 167. 

Oxcen, price of, the pair, at Clement’s Tavern, 121. 

Oxford Forge, 165, 

Fr. . 

Paffaik Riv er, defcription of, 191, 192. 

Paterfon, William, one of the judges of the fupreme court. of the 
United States, 1925 his character, ib. 

Paterfon, town of, 192; contains a variety of machinery, all in 
decay, ib.; a lottery granted to aihit it, but without fuc- 
eet, ib. 

Peale, Mr. account of his mufeum of minerals and animals of 
North America, {07. 

Penn, William, his patent, 2, 3; arrival on the banks of the 
Delaware, 4; treats with the natives, ib.;, wifdom of his ad- 
miniftration, 5 ; frames the conititution of 1682, 65 again in 
1683, 74° @ dispute with Lord Baltimore, and returns to Eng- 


land, ibs ; arrives in 1699, and refumes his government, & 5 


in 1701, fixes the conttitution till the revolution, 3; died in 


1718, 1b. 

Penn(ylvania, State of, its origin, 1 to 9; conftitution after the 
revolution, 9 to 12; number of reprefentatives in 1789, 10; 
prelent conititution of 1790, and its qualifications, 12 to 14; 

Rr courts 








INDEX, 


courts of judicature, 15, 16; laws in ceneral,. 18, 19s code’ of 
civil laws, 19 to 27 criminal laws and prifons, 23y 29, 30; 
Jabour and management of prifoners, 31 to 42; prifons fubject 
to a committee,43; of whom conttituted, ib. ; table of num- 
vers and-claffes of convicts, 43; obfervations thereon, 49,50; 
police laws; 51.to 54; military laws, 54, 55, 56; the ftate 
contains twenty-three counties, 56; numbers of the militia, 
ib.; laws relative to the adminiftration, 57 to 60; relative to 
finance, 60 to 66; refpecting the ftate of public lands, 66 to 
74; commerce of Pennfylvania, 74... — 
Philadelphia, city of, its foundation, 5 ; its population in 1684, 
and 1685, ib.; its freedom of ison: ib. ; commerce, 75; 
exports, 76 to 803 to where exported, and yalue, 81; duties 
paid at the sthapinebicibe: 82; account of veffels arrived and 
failed from the port of, 83; prices of freight, 84; rates of in- 
furance, 85, 86 price of fhip-building, 87; the moft confi- 
derable port im the United States, ib. ; its banks, 88 to 90 ; 
capitals and dividends, ib. ; detcription of the city, its hofpi- 
tals, markets, &c. 91 to 99; its taxes, 99; price of labour, 
101; of houfe-rent, ibs; of land, 02: its produce, 103; 
raanners of its inhabitants, and amufements, 103 to 110; 


places of public worfhip, 110; fchools, ib. ; Author quits 


3 

Philadelphia, 114; account of the return of its militia from 
Pitttburg, 522, 523,524, 

Pifquefi Creek, account of, 159; its falls and.rapids, 160. 

Pittiburg, feven rows of townthips near, ordered for fale by Con- 

grefs, 495; quantity and price of, pér acre, 496, 


¥ 
ALT 


Quakers, Author’s high opinion of, 583 to 586, 
Quakeritown, account of the villaze of, 123 ; its population, ib. 3 


produce, 1b.; price of land, 125; cultivation, ib. 


Rariton River; 169, 

Reynhard, Mr, a tavern-keeper, 169; account of his farm, and 
price of purehafe, 1b. ; culture of his land, 170. 

Rochefoucault, M. de la, am oa of, 1t1, 112. 


Ruth, Dogtor, of Philadel] phia, charaéter of, 96. 


Sedgewick, 








INDEX. 


Ss. 

Sedgewick, Mr. Commiffioner of the Senate, 359, 

Ship- building, price of, at Philadelphia, 87. 

Shippen, award, and others, received a grant from William 
Penn, in 1701, of the counties of Newcaitle, Kent, and Suffex, 
which now form the State of Delaware, 8. 

Ay 341; NT an dees pe ‘ Sas CY . + ye 

Smith, William, Minifter of the United States, 602; his tariff 
of duties payable on i: tmports, 603. 

Springs, mineral, near Ha: banal! 166. 


Suflex, population of the county of, 169. 


= 
‘Taxes, account of the, in the State of Pennfylvania. 62- at Phi. 
/ ? > at : 
ladelphia, 99 ; at Bethlehem. 133, 134. 
Trees, fpecies of; near Belvidere, 164. 


U. 

United States, fituation of, previous to the year 1797, 250 to 242 
its conftitution, 253 to 275: ftate of parties at the time of pro= 
poling the new conftitution to the convention at Phil: idelphia, 

and debates in the convention, 275 to 288 : ; debates in the con- 

vention of the feveral ftates on the adoption of the conftitu- 
tion, 292 to 302; table of the periods when the feveral United 

States accepted of it, and how it paffed in the different conven- 

tions, 303; new artitles propofed to be added to the conftitu- 

tion, and fubmitted to the fiates, $04 to 307: general obferva- 
tions on the conftitution, 308 to 318 ; ftate of parties from the 

adoption of the conftitution to the prefent period, 318 to 3463 

new ftates added fince, 346 to 348; eleGiion of prefident and 

vice pretident, 348; laws relative to the ele€tion, 350 to 355: 

{tates in which the electors for prefident and vice pretident are 

named by the peopte, 3563 and by the legiflature, 1b.5 re- 

marks on the fame, 356,357; fummary account of the choice 

of pretident and vice-prefident, 358 to 865; ceremony of, 364; 

departments of the executive powerin the government, 366 ; 


its judicature, 367 to 370°; ‘criminal jurifprudence, 370 to 
373; civil jurifprudence, 373 to 375; departments of ftate, 
376 to 383 ; finances, their hiftory and fituation, 584 to 399 ; 
public debt, 400; banks, 401 to 403; Author's opinion of, 

403 








INDEX. 


405 to 407 ; itatement of their affairs, 408 ; dividends and 
inds, wie table of tonnage, 410, 441}; its duties 


fi 
bd 
and drawbacks in general, 412, 413; ists and brawbacks 


on wines and {pirits, 418; on various articles, 419 to 422: 


kom 5 
J Oc A AC} Tea at - rr 4 > yr, 5 ae a9 = er 
taxes, 42 426; their preduce, 426, 497; new duties, 439 


~ 


ASA } > oF ; 2 al Oe 
to 433 : eae. s remarks thereon, 433 to 436; value of ex- . 


prices of 


| 


ports to England, 437; imports, 438; remarks on the com~ 8 
merce of the United States, 439 to 446; amount of the ex 
ports in general, 446 to 453 ; hiftory of the rapid increafe of 
Its trade, 435 to 4603 remarks thereon, 460 to 477 : dealings 
in land, 478 to 497; nutbers of ex tigrants who pafs the Al- 
lechany Mountains annually, tb. ; military eftablifhment, 498 

‘of what it confifts, 499 ; pay of, 500 to 502; pay of the mili- 
tia and cavalry, 504, 505; militia badly provided with arms, 
506; fortifications, 507, 508: fums raifed for building frigates 
againit the State of Algiers, 509, 510; enormous expence of, 


—=- cr 


511; make a prefent of a thirty-two gun frigate-to the Dey of 
Algiers, 512; its coil, ib, ; expences of the war department, cal 
513, 514; laws refpecting their connexions with the Indians, 

524 to 529; thew trade with them and capital employed, 530; — 
civilization of the neighbouring Indians, 531; remarks thereon, 
532 to 536 ;. naturalization in the United States, 536 to 539 . 
enumeration and population, 540 to 543 ; extent of their ter- 
titory, 543, 544; their coin and divition of monies, 546 to 
548; quantity coined and. of what defcription, 549, 550; 
imate, 551; its effea on the conftitution, 553; difeafes, 554, 
5553 its vegetable kingdom, 558 ; birds, 559 ; character of its 
chabeenie | 560 5; common traits of character, 561; obferva- 
tions on the culture of letters, 562, 563 ; education, 564 to 
571; tbearned focieties, 574; medical focieties, ib. ; freedom of 
religion, 581; charitable focieties, 582, 523 ; Englith cuftoms th 
and fafhions prevalent, 589 ; their amufements and entertain-~ 

ments, 590; manners and cuitoms, 591 to 598; obfervations y 
by the Author, 598 to 602 ; tariff of duties payable on impor- 


tation into the United States, 603. 


Ww. 


Wathineton, George, announces his refo lation of retiring g from 
o ? Pax 
the prefidency, 358. 
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“| The fenate by the le- ; 4 a | 


¢ fix years. Go- Senate: to he citizens-of nine years ftanding, and The houfe of reprefentatiyes propofe the revenue- 



















ay two. hymn ‘ah paca ava ed two years | thirty years of age. Reprefentatives : to have been For the reprefentatives the fame as for the moft | bills, and vote accufations. Two thirds are require 
Sieehe tes aig atives by niras. eprefenta~ | citizens for feven years, and twenty-five years of age. } numerous branch of the legiflatures of States. for declaring the perfon accufed guilty. The fenate | _ | 
| as og ple. 4 years, * | No pecuniary qualification. — 4 | 1) appbine te elficere plenied Weerhe pre He | 
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‘one hundred and twenty to ‘The people. 


3 ) ok The houfe of reprefentati fe the revenue- 
To betwenty-one years of age, and paying taxes. fails. aida wots Bees 7. ha e vedee them: 
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me, 2 . The people ; OM 
gy Ea dana titel es the vacancies of i 3 A 
» th and h __| the fenate may by filled | | a 
| fenate ; ee _ ‘yageieet apt psc fe y * e f Senators to have a real property of 30ol. or a per- 
ener al C putt. The firft, thirty-one | houfe of reprefentatives, ] | A years fonal forturie of 6001. Refidence of five years. “The Freé tenants of feven pounds rent, or fome property The houfe of reprefentatives emit money-bills, and | 5 
er, three ¢ hundred dred and fifty-fix. — among _ ‘who were | | * 3 eee real property of rool. or perfonal of of fixty pounds. ~ vote accufations. The fenate judge them. | 
Sate appointed by the voice of | és 2001. ay | 
“a | the people at the preced- 4 . 
Sama 2 | ing eleétion. Hf { 4 
‘i — — ty / ; OS eee EE Ras 
: the general court; governor, lieu- Le SS | 
and twelve affiftants, forming the |. ball PED . ; | | - | The governor, the prefident of the council, and ‘ 
council. The reprefentatives or _ The people. vernor, oF affiftants,, Freemen having a real property of 40 fhillings, or The legiflature hears and judges certain caufes, and foeak ee the Eat i nin woke eb : that 
t of one hundred and: feventy- aie P ne year. The repre- Freemen. : 40l. perfonal. f ; grant refpits and pardons or dividing it ‘ Ms id Sa apie Tne 
ae ae ie 7 fentatives fix months. 3 NER ; 
iches eral aflembly ; governor, deputy- The counci | 
; ARS : | The council atyear. | | . : ? 
a a) alan re prefenting feventy aed The people. be reprelentatives fix Mie of forty pounds, or an income of forty Sd wine a property of gol. or an Reccme ORL Gres ths Sve decttceh tatthe courts OF fantiaes 
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perry 5 ONC? undred and forty-five mem- The nepnlene’: Le ) : Accufations. ‘To raife a tax, two thirds of the 
ae the yy eriior and council of twelve can ful a. ma ip ae \ | members muft be prefent. : | 
law till the next feffion. | | 
s f ee ee ee - - —— 
inches: the fenate, twenty-four members ; | Senate four years ; | Elefors of The fenate isnever to exceed one hundred ; nor the 
— ‘ Ps ; the fenate t ; ati 
-governor prefident. Affembly feventy mem- The people. one fourth to go out BicStore of Seprelcniatiees, nae Oe 2g soap Two thirds of the affembly vote accufations. Two reprefentatives three huridred. The governor and re- 
Seti | ; | Blase The afiem- 3 saciiise af ao titties 908: Piva: a thirds of the fenate can pronounce convictions. pee eae can fufpend a law. The clergy are 
a hk | nee a year. . | , : | excluded. , 
1 eb age council, thirteen mem- ae Counfellor of 10001. property, moveable or immove- : : : | 3 
yapnie & : S embers, — | 7 a people. oe | A year. hie Reprefentatives, Eeol. a Pie i Eleétors, sol. of property, movesple or inmoveable. The council cannot prepare nor alter any money-bill. | 
i ‘ee pe eh } ; * . —— ee J r) eee ie ee SN or ae pa ae oe —_——_— orn eee 
ae  Thefenate forch _ Twenty-one years of age; having refided two years 23 : 
Tl Gest twenty.thiee members: oe | years 5 = es: eee Refidence of one year in the diftriét or county. Sena- | in the State before election, ‘and diene that save paid _ Revenue-bills commence in : ue re md The fenate can never be lefs than a fourth, and more 
oy, aR ipieess -nine aoe 3) The people. | out every year. The tors to be citizens of four years ftanding, and twenty- | a tax laid fix months before the eletion. The fons of a Accufations, by half of eae ae coe near oe than a third, of the reprefentatives. The reprefen- 
ee feventy biahonnierans ‘reprefentatives for one five yeats of age. Reprylentatives fo be citizens, of | perfons thus qualified, between twenty-one and twenty- nee by the feat an seincut ihe ie tatives are never lefs than fixty, nor more thana hune 
j | 4 | Sa } j : : : ff J ers prefent. { ; | 
“year. three years, and twenty-one years of age “ibs ie of age, may vote though they have not paid difmiffal from placed and incapacity to hold any other. dred 
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‘anche: hs ; ec ra G eneral Affembly: the : | . x The fenate for three Senators to be twenty-feven years of age; property P ; ! 
innit ag ed mshi he "The people. u year's ; one third to go | of two hundred acres, or roool. Reprefentatives to be Refidence of two years, and payment of taxes affeffed | ,. Money-bills commence in the ara er baaat 
Ly ane earns aaa J _ | out every year. Repre- | twenty-four years of age, with property. Both to have | at leaft fix months before the election. tiens by two thirds of the reprefentatives. Convictions 
“ee Fg Ry ’ | fentatives one y 2 | by two thirds of the fenate. 
ot) ae |i ne year. refided three years. 7 
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ko: lam By theeleftors chofen |. iene : 
Money-bills originate im the houfe of delegates, The delegates and eleétors are chofen by word of 


ae : EleStors for the delegates, and for the electors, to. 

Senators to have pron pice a aD ee have a property of fifty acres; or freemen ah aol. 

iat bY. a aeaies oe Pen irs a Ser Stre and having refidence in the county the whole year be- 
the fame refidence, with a property of 500! fore the eleétion. 7 
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which ought not to include any other matter. The , k h 

; : mouth: but the electors vote by ballot, and make oath. 
hd ata “nie for bac era png aes There are particular rules for the freemen of Baltimore 
th ey think ei te 2 BY OE aa Annapolis. The clergy are excluded. 





| R legates by the people, | five years, without ro- 
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‘ the houle. | 
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st ne fenate, eleven members } houfe | tors, chofen by the | The fenate for four Senators to be twenty-feven years of age. The re- 
forty members. » . eople ‘Years. Their reprelen- | prefentatives twenty-four years. Each to have been 
eo 
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Sega? ear rae: ie repeats The fenate is to be com fed in fuch a manner 
pofed in fuch a - 
only. ‘Lhe fenate may propofe amendments. The ei ae aries deca 
ee of accufations is in the reprefentatives. The fenate fi the number exceed one fourth of that o Pp 
judge. ‘Two thirds are neceflary in thefe cafes. entatives. 
All the laws originate in the houfe of delates. “The 
fenate cannot alter the money-bills. The delegates 





Inhabitants of the State of two years ftanding, or of 


ople. The reprefen- | 4°. °° 
1 ites by the people. | atives for one. refident for two years. the county one year. 
: 





Pi 4 
ley Mul - oe 





om) OE ee 
4 Two branches J called the General Affembly : fenate, 


| teto be Sha i Bo 
Bee aes se a No pecuniary conditions ; but os and de- 


Eletors to be free tenants. 

































“sae ors; houfe of reprefentatives, from _The people. i iftri 
‘a Sec er aa Bec hand a did faxty NEA Oh a 3 to go out every year. legates io be refident, and free t | ts, in the diftrict vote accufations which are judged by the general court, 
| _ | one hun I Sate | Delegates one year. - BOE GOUT 2S jane Sin ~~ a a ‘i = or by the court of appeal. 
—- are ee ; tpt | i ; The two houles ‘adjourn by allot to any ‘place or a | : a 
Le ee branches, the fenate and houfe of commons, ef ) 5 eRe | , of thee hundred acres Eleétors of the fenate to have a property of fifty day. Accufations by the commons, judgments by Bills are required to be read three times in each 
| tied the General Affembly. The firft, fixty mem- | The people. | A year. an Senate to have a property : ‘ahd ace - | acres. Eleétors of the commons, paying taxes, and 4 | 116 fupreme court ; and, if the judges are accufed, they | houfe. The clergy are excluded. 
6 e re “bers; the fecond, one hundred and twenty members. ty , eS gee Commons, a property of one hunditd acics. refidence in the county. . nie judged by a {pecial tribunal. i ; 


i ag vt 





: 





The bills are read three times on three different days 


f the houfe of reprefentatives. Two thirds | in each houfe. A bill rejected cannot be prefented 
" ‘The reprefentatives propofe the again till after fix days previous notice, and with per- 
miflion, The clergy are excluded. 


Senators, thirty years of age. Citizens, and refi- 
dent in the State five years. If they refide in the dif- 
tri&t, a property of 300l. otherwife free property in the 


Imprifonment for want of refpe&t. Accufations by 


two thirds o 
of the fenate judge. 
bills for raifing the revenue. 


EleStors, citizens, and refident two years; a pro- 
perty of fifty acres, or a lot in the town, or paying a 
tax of three fhillings.. Refidence of fix months in the 
diftri& before the eleétion. 


| Senate four year's; 
half 0 f them go out | giavist of rocol. Reprefentativesto be citizens, and 
reletat yeats. Re- | -efdents three years. If they refide, a property of three 
a3 


Two branches, called the General Affembly: the] — 
fenate, thirty-feven members; the houfe of reprefen- ~The people. 


; } d twenty-four. - 
yes, one hundred an y , (ee 
cin tatives two years. | pindred acres and ten negroes, OF fortune of 150l. 


. e 
a } / herwift roperty in the diftri& of sool. 
ee otherwile a -property 


Sonam ar eee Se OT rar are a RR YE 

d “Senators, twenty-eight years of age, having inha- 
bited the United States nine years. - Citizens three 

years in Georgia. Refidence in the county fix months. 

Having two hundred and fifty acres, or property of 








Clergy excluded. A convention, to revife the con- 
ftitution, was to be chofen in November 17973 it was 


ceulations: a third forms a fufficient number in 
apse to confit of three members of each county, and to , 


Ele& i ded fix months 
eCtors, paying taxes and having relided tix cach branch for deliberation. 


|. Two branchés, called the Gerleral Affembly: the 








kage vey . Grorcta. fenate, twenty-three members ; houfe ofreprefentatives, | ‘The people. ~ Ayear. 2sol. Reprefentatives, twenty-one years of age. Ci- | in the county. . affemble in May, 1798. 
gi et "May 1795+ fifty-one. iy ; tizens of the United States, fevenyears. “J'wo years 
igi me ¥3 ‘ahabitants of Georgia. ‘Refidentin the county, three 
| | - | oN months. Free of two hundred acres, or 150]. | | 
——— | Pwo branches, called the General Affermbly : the an Refidence three years in the State, or one in the Imprifonment for want of refpest. Accufations. Pidiglera ramen ee age ori meri | 
TENNESSEE+ - | pate, eleven members ; the houfe of reprefentatives, The people. Senate and reprefen- county. Being free, and having two hundred acres Electors, free of the county. Bills may begin in both houfes. ade They are never more than forty. 
fhe February, 1796- twenty-twe- tatives two years. of land in the county. mr 
. € en er yee ee en Pes “ ; alee LT EERO Pe ae cn RIN Man) S| AB EEE ee Sa en a I et erg em rr ae ge Re i Rae. — a ~ 
. : : The governor for ; : ra | 
; The eo years; but.ma | To adopt the laws exifting in the different States to 
‘NortH- WEST TERRITORY OF The governo! and the judges make the laws the rates of pat toipiaced by the ee. : which fee teesicey is attached. Subject to the revi- 
THE OHIO. ; ea" States appoint the go. | dent of the United fion of the Congrefs. 
13th of July, 1787. = vernor and the judges. | gates. The judges are 


during geod. conduct. 
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No. II. 







—_—_—— 


OF THE SENATE, 





United States . fix years. 


Maryland ... 


five years. 


New York 
Pennfylvania 
Virginia . . . . Pfour years, 


Kentucky bet 
South Carolina .J 


ya 


Delaware ... 


Tenneffee two years. 


New Hampthive. > 
Maffachufetts . | 


Conneticut 


‘Rhode Ifland 9 


u 
— 


a year. 
Vermont . . 


New Jerfey 


North Carolina 3 


Georgia 


” o ad e 








three years, 


THE TABLE OF THE LEGISLATIVE BODY ABRIDGED. 





PERIODS OF DURATION OF THE FUNCTIONS. 


~ 





OF THE REPRESENTATIVES. 





United States 


South Carolina 


x two years. 


Tenneflee 


New Hamphhire. 
Maffachufetts 
Vermont. ... 
New York .. 
New Jerfey .. 
Pennfylvania og 
a year. 
Delaware. - 


Maryland aes 


Kentucky pee 
Virginia ae 
North Carolina. 


Georgia ee 


Connecticut 
Rhode Ifland . 





di months. 





CONDITIONS 
OF 


BECOMING MEMBERS, 


Rhode Iiland. . 
New Jerfey 


| 


A portion of 


Delaware. . 





—— landed pro- 
Virginia e6-w% 


; : perty is re- 
North Carolina . 


quired, 
South Carolina . 
Tenneflee, . . .J 
New Hampfhire.> Landed pro- 


Maffachufetts ) 
Maryland . =e 


“ sen e 
Georgia 


perty and a 
fpecies of per- 


fonal prop’, 


United States. . } 
Connecticut . . 





Vermont.... 
New York. . 


Pennfylvania oe 


Property not 
| required. 


Kentucky . . J 





CONDITIONS 
OF 


BECOMING ELECTORS. 








SENATORS 


GO OUT OF OFFICE, 


| ORDER IN WHICH THE 


—————— eS EE eee 


The fame as in 
the State where 
the elector re- 
fides. 


Rhode Ifland 
New York , EB property 
| 


United States 


Virginia .,. is neceffary, 


North Carolina 


Maffachufetts 


A portion ofland- 
Connecticut . 


ed or of perfonal 


New Jerfey : 


proper ty is re= 


Maryland mre. 


South eae. ial 


New Hamphhire. | 
Vermont. 
Pennfyly rania . 
Delaware. . 
Kentucky r 
Georgia. . 


Tennefice , 24 








United States 


New York Se aan” 


Maryland 
Kentucky 
Tenneffee 







Pennfylvania ty 


Virginia i Ae 
South Carolina .. 


Delaware. . 


ae 





( By 1 third every 
* = 


two years. 


] By a fourth every 


ycar, 


{ By half every 
two years, 


= a third every 


year. 


§ No rotation, 









































_ Norra Carouina. 


_ Soutn CAROLINA. 


GEORGIA. 


TENNESSEE. 


[ _ Nortu-West TERRITORY OF 


\ 


THE OHIO. 


5 One 


| of 1001. fterling. 





¢ 


By the free tenants 


By the legiflature. 


- 


By the people. 


By the people. 


By the legiflature. 


x 


By the electors. 
By the legiflature. 


By the legiflature. 


ern 


By the legiflature. 


By the legiflature. - 


eT 


~ ‘By the people. 


By the prefident and 
fenate of the United 


States. 


—— 


RE-ELECTIVE. 


Re-elective. 


Re-elective. 


a 


Re-elective. 


re 


ee 


Three years. 





A year. 





Three years. 





Three years. 





A -year. 


~ Four years. 





A year. 





_ A year. 





Two years. 





Two years. 
1 ee oP RT Te aoe 
Two years. 
Three years; but 


removeable at the will 
of the United States, 


Re-elective. 


WHETHER IT BE | WHETHER THERE BE 
COUNCIL. . 


No council. 


Council of five membs 
~chofen by the people. — 





Council. 







No executive council. 





| 
| 
ae 
1 
| 
= 
4 
4 


4 


Seal 










\ 





Re-elective. 


aa 


Re lets, 


Re-ele¢tive. 


Re-elective. 





Re-elective nine years 


in twelve. - 





Re-elective three years 


in fix. 





Re-elective three years 


in feven. 





~~ Re-clective. 


Re-elective three years 


in feven. 





Re-elective three years 
in fix. 


Connot be re-elected 
till four years after. 


Re-elective. 





~ 


Re-elective fix years in. 


eight. 





Re-elective, 


No executive council. — 
Deputy governor and coundl 


No executive council but hs 
of nomination and revifion. 


No council. 


No atalle 


Council. 





Council of ftate. 


Council of fate. 


No council. | 





No council. 


\ 


No council. 


No council. 











The legiflative council acts 
executive council. 


, 
























Fills the vacancies during the abfence |. 
f e fenate. | tive, and receives foreign minifters. 





- No important nomination. _ Prefides at the council. 


tion confirms to all places, with a few 
exceptions. 





oe 
Je makes all nominations, except the 

fheriffs and coroners, who are named 
| by the people ; the treafurer of the 


i 








UTIVE POWER. 








WER OF NOMINATING TO 


OTHE “ERS. 
- CERTAIN PLACES. Powe 


oo 
It names, The fenate approves. Se 
It pardons. Has a conditional nega- 


It names almoft all the officers, aah It pardons, and has a conditional 


the advice of the fenate. , te negative, 





tes names, with ‘oma exceptions. “It pardons, and has a conditional 


tere 


ar Tt names with the affiftants, and only Is prefident of the council, and has 
the theriffs. a cafting vote. _ 


- SS See ee 


= 


- 


The governor and the council can 
fufpend the laws till the following fef- 
fion. It pandas and judges goctlay 
tions. 


It names fome officers. 


_ 


| ) 


It names. The council of nomina- ; oh ite 
Pardons. Has aconditional negative 


with the council of revifion. 


Prefides at the council, and is chan- 
cellor. The governor and council are 
a court of appeal. | 


It pardons, except in cafes of accu- 


CONDITIONS REQUIRED.. if 


Citizen; fourteen years refident, 2 


thirty-five years of age. © 


To have peat inhabitant feve 


negative. . years. 








Free tenant and freeman of a cor- 


porate town. 


f ; aL SS rl —— mens ae 


Citizen, and inhabitant for feven 


fate by the legiflature ; the officers of | tion for ftate crimes'or p revarication. | years; thirty years of age. 


Has a conditional negative. 


militia, regiments and companies, by 
the regiments and the companies. 





Tt names, except the fheriffs, the | Pardons, except in cafes of ftate 
coroners, and the treafurers. crimes or prevarication. 


a 


Pardons. Laysembargoes. Difplaces 


It names with the advice of the fenate. | and fufpends officers, except thofe who 
remain in place during good behaviour. 


— | Pardons, except in cafes of treafon 
4 ‘he aC V ce ¢ e ® > 
. ofthe fenate. | oy prevarication. 


a 


Names with the council only the 


Seng of peace. It pardons. 
- 2 a A Sl 
No nomination in the interim, till | pargons and lays embargoes. 


the feffion of the legiflature. 


Names fome inferior officers. Pardons and lays embargoes.. 


‘ 


¢ J Ce —————— 

Names fome civil officers, and all the a 
military. - Pardons. Has a conditional negative. 
Dee a eee ares nih Tamemmecnnnnnenneam aan aaa 


No nomination if the legiflature be 
prefent, except the adjutant-general of 
militia. : 


Pardons, and affembles the legifla- 
ture upon extraordinary occafions. 
ee enna 
Names all the aoa and civil The governor and the judges make 
officers, except the adjutant-general of | se Jaws for the terfit ory. 


the militia. « 


| 


WHETHER THERE BE 
A LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR oe 
OR NOT. | 








XN 


The vice-prefident of the United 
| States prefident of the fenate. 


‘ “a a 2 





-No lieuteffant-governor. 





Lieutenant-governor, who is a mem- 
ber and prefident of the council. 
Lieutenant-governor, member of the | 
council. 
gore ELLE OODLE LE 


Lieutenant-governor. 

en CE ee 

a 

Lieutenant-governor, called in the 

charter deputy-governor. — 
Lieutenant-governor, who is prefi- 

dent of the fenate. 

_ nas 

o 


: Vice-prefident. 


ead 


The vacancy of the office of governor 
is filled in the interim by the eeaee of 


the fenate. 


a 


Thirty years of age. Citizens of the 


United States for ewelve years, and of 


the State fix years. 


——=—— el 


Five years refidence, and_a property 


of 5,0001. 


a7 ee 


Thirty years, of age. Refidence of }- ee oe 


two years in the ftate before the elec- 


tion. 


Thirty years of age. 


Five years refidence, and property 


of 10001. 





No lieutenant-governor. 


hee ’ 


The prefident of the council bas: as 
lieutenant-governor in cafe of the va- 


cancy of a governor. . ae | 
eee eee eee ee } 
| la 

No lieutenant-governor. 


re ‘ 


Citizen, and refidence of ten years ; : Lieutenant-governor. 


property of 15001, 


fase): Vipin eee 


Twelve years a citizen ; fix years 


refidence; five hundred acres; oF a No lieutenant-governor. 


property of 10001. 


. . : * 


_ Citizen or inhabitant four years; Speaker of the fenate lieutenants : 
property of five hundred acres; twenty- governor, as in Pennfylvania. 


five years of age. 


: 


2 ‘ « 


- Refident in the territory, and pro- 


perty of one thoufand acres, 


’ 


The fecretary of the territory, named 
as governor, fills his place in his abs 
fence, | 


oo <3 — 








No. IV. THE TABLE OF THE EXECUTIVE. POWER ABRIDGED. 


MANNER CONSTITUTIONAL |POWERS OF NOMINAT- 
oF DURATION. WHEN RE-ELECTIVE. — 
CHOOSING THEM. COUNCILS, ING TO PLACES. 





* 
—_——— —————$—$——————— 








| United States - By the | United States +) Ts United States - United States - United States - 
| Kentucky - - } electors. | Kentucky - = -) years. | New Hamphhire Connedticut - - New Hampfhire | Nomination 
Maffachufetts - Rhode Ifland - Maffachufetts -| and right of 
New et New York - Conne@icut = New York - - Mr ee Vermont - - - fixing the 
fvlvania ; : : 
i Maffachufetts Penn{ylvania Litto Rhode Ifland  - Pennfylvania- - os New York = - = falaries 
i Del Unlimited tutional 
! Connecticut - - a Vermont «-- ~f ~“SMNCC. | Delaware > << Chanel Pennfylvania -]} under cer- 
7a Rhode Iland y r <a r eae pee D ] ; ~ te « Ms 
ba: 4 By the | South Carolina New York - Kentucky elaware tain revula 
% — 5 | people. | Georgia - - - - New Jerfey - - South Carolina Maryland - - - tions. 
‘ New York - eal . es Se years. Kentucky Pla Georgia ~=-—-- Kentucky = 
Pennfylyani a Georvia a ea ‘Tenneflee = = oC Pe 
‘ : onnecticut = - 
: Delaware = - | New Hampfhire> Nine years Pik, Hess 
{fe -- | v Hampfhi ode Ifland - - 
: Tenneffee - - -J | Maffachufetts - | Pennfylvania {* aed New Hampthire = No right to 
} | Conne: eae = Maffachufetts - New Jerfey + - a 
| New Jerfey ~- -} = = Delaware - | hree Vaunsce one -| Virginia - = - -| ee 
| Rhode Hland - importan 
| Maryland 2 : . de A North Carolina } years in fix. New defer $05, 31 Nath ‘Casilina P iS 
ermont <= -« > ‘Seseeediais sets appoin - 
Virginia - - ~ By ti ar. : ya | South Carolina 
ny " aes . ee | New Jerfey + - “i Maryland ~ - - Three years Maxyiete G ment. 
/  FWort /arolina | leg ' & or ar xC0Tf1a = = = = 
: . lecif{lature. Ma slapd eae Virgins SS Se Virginia g : 
South Carolina | - : North Carolina Tenneffee - + =", 
| irginila += + - , 
|Georgia - - - =} ee hc | South Carolina ee ee 
| Sou arolina es 
} 
; 
r i 
1 | Pee ee 5 ae in | 
| eight 
. / 
BEE Eg 


RIGHT OF GIVING 
A NEGATIVE, 


United States - 
New Hampbthire 
Maffachufetts 
Vermont .- = - 
New York - - - 


Pennfylvania - - 


Kentucky -+- 


Georgia - = ~ - 


Conneéticut = - 
Rhode Ifland - « 


New Jerfey’ < - 
Delaware - = - 
Maryland - = - 
Virginia - - - - 
North Carolina 


South Carolina 


Tenneflee - - «J, 


ee 


Negative 

power unde 
certain 

modifica- 


tions, 


No 


negative. 



















































Sanetee 
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ae, PRR) *e ee hee recta |." . j Bo: 
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ty ae ¢ : he a ge fa’ ¥ 
# ; : i : ‘ ie eh Sth, rae ey SOD jU ) CIALe ORDER. : , . : * 
RL BALE Preah Oe ES SES ea E : ie 
ae. F alt, te hee? Lt ee ee eka | . ue 
. ae ae ie ew Pa hi ean =e RNA BERT OE tn ’ == 2 ~ 
” ehh hee eet : 2 7M ih : 2 5 isa ‘ : 
iv * : NT. VE ay ae At 
BaF NQMC esa tt DURATION OF OFFICE. . HOW DISMISSED. REMARKS. 
} Aer ay : i Se 1 ee ei DANG ee ” 7 , ee : e * _ 
a 4.) oe A SL: | OA ‘9 ria Se 7 7 . 
iy Sy J := + = Me ke ex * a“ aes © . 7k. ar ot oe : By og: ; 4 
Fi ee RE, Ot El ee Ce ee ee | By ac ion of: ’ refentatives before a ae 
with the approtatanpht fenate. a if + During good Be evict. / he ‘ tae of the houte of na The falaries cannot be diminifhed during office. ' 
Be ee. Ses Weta ae Meer ¢ 
ie _ ~ eS - — _- — ; — “s m =<} 5, epi t  RALESSES OBL S.A RRC Se 
ORS BR Soa Fc Se i Se oe Lies ae ; | 94 
' i> te bn . : F gq *, — ‘ LEA . + oe Pic wie Si, - | f 
ae and the council 2 aaa ts judges during good behaviour. ‘The By aceufation of the houfe of reprefentavives, Saas 
abies cee aR juftices of peace for five years. and upon the addrefs of the legiflature to the go- __ Salaries fixed by the law. 
PY + ‘ . i a at 4 , ; N ba 
i ae aa eet ee eat vernor. : | 
Me. ° é Me ad , me cS x : 
ei v PS wt . A ; , ; . Ded bo : 
i‘ a ay The fuperior judges during good behaviour. The By accufation of the honfe of reprefentatives, and Gives His opinion to the governor and the council 
‘overnor and council. + tie f ‘ ; , e : th upon fol oceafions, and to the legifl i 
| | ase | juftices of peace for feven years. -by the governor and council at the requeft of the two |MPOE , and to the legiflature in quel~ 
as * Be ke Lo Nes . tions of law. He pronounces divorces. 
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- 


.. +. 


oe Ie 
By , 


4 


¢ legiflature. A year. 


% 


-~ 


A year. 














- 








we ¢ vl ‘  . . . ; 
i By the council and the affembly. ig A year, and lefs if neceffary. 


| During good behaviour. 


ie . 


; ot Rae 





iat 

. SS 
: governor and the council of nomination. 
Wie) oe Sh | ° 


~ 
- : 
) ie , Oe 
DV " 
, , ar 
7 VG" ieee 48 
zs + 
¢ = 
i= ‘ed 
« > * - 
> ; ¥ 
4 } 
i 
2 ‘ 


ae 7 


The fuperior court re-elettive every feven years ; 
the inferior every five years. 


cil and the affembly. - 


co 


During the good behaviour of the judges: 


/ 


During the good behaviour of the judges: 


' During the good behaviour of the judges. 


During the good behaviour of the judges. 


During the good behaviour of the judges. 


‘ . 





SQ a Beas 
the legiflature, but receive their commiffion 


5; During the good behaviour of the judges. 





7 


: 


» 


During the good behaviour of the judges. 


7 
° 


} 
¥ 


Re-elective every three years, 


- > B' t } a Ad " ' 
> Sums « ) , ? rs ” : ‘as "| ‘ ° 
. 3 ~ bo ” TRwngssee. © ; We; 8 ag By the legiflature. During the the good behaviour of the judges. 
ky . :, ‘ pee . or ee . | : 
; : —_—_— — — ; L 
- _, *, i J he \ ry .. ‘ ; ; , — : : 
- Norru-West Territory 0 By the prefident and the fenate of the United | 
3 Sta | | ; os During the good behaviour of the judges. 


‘ , 


THE Onlo. ~ 
:j ° , ib 


| 
¢ 


2 ea | , 


houfes. 


in cafes of mifbehaviour. 


ee acon et Tay, 


; ‘ : 


pg eee So oe re Bi eS eee ae ee 


ir eet Brae 


Re-chofen in general while they are able, except ‘The courts pronounce divorces. 


Re-chofen in general while they are able, except in 
cafes of mifbehaviour. 







The courts judge cafes of divorces 


~ By accufation of the affembly, judged by the go-. 
vernor and the council. 


Cannot be chofen above the age of fixty. 


By the accufation of the affembly and judgment 
of the council. ‘ 





The falaries of the judges not to be diminifhed 
while in office. They are neither to receive fees nor 
hold any other place of profit. The fupreme court 
takes cognizance of divorces and penfions of widows; 
can fupply defects in titles occafioned by acts loft or 
abfent. No chancery. 


fmiffing from, at the 


- The governor has power of di 
even if there be 


requeft of two thirds of each houfe, 
no ground of accufation. 


ae hein ET 
By accufation of the honfe of reprefentatives, found 
by a majority of two thirds. The governor can 
revoke at the requeft of two thirds of each houfe, © 
even in cafes where there is no good ground of accu- 
fation. | 


Salaries not to be diminifhed while in office. 


For bad conduc upon proof before a tribunal, and 
by the governor at the requett of the affembly, by the . . 
majority of two thirds of each houfe. | , : 


Salaries not to be diminifhed during office. 


a a es ise tae ee eT 


By accufation, or at the requeft of two thirds of 


each houte of legiflature. | 


_ By accufation of the houfe of delegates. The court 
of appeal judges officers of the general court, and vice 
versa. . ‘ 
Dee en a agate er 
By accufation of the affembly or grand jury, judged 
by a fpecial tribunal. | 
ae SS CON ct ere 


Salaries unchangeable during office. 


} 


~ By accufation of the affembly, judged by the fenate. 
nee nee ee er TOMER 


pee 5 i cee 
Salaries unchangeable during office. 


‘By the accufation of the afiembly, judged by the 


fenate. 
=- eee Re, | a eee te, My, 








a 
Cannot advife juries in matters of fac, but can 
give their opinion upon evidence, and declare the 
law. i 
By the accufation of the houfe of reprefentatives Salaries regulated by the congrefs, Some legifla- 
of the United States, judged by the denate et the | tive powers joined to the governor. 


By the accufation of the affembly. 


States. 
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| There muft be an abfolute majority in the firft place, other- 









> By. the feparate ref : 2 | | . . 7 
| F olution of the two houfes; the votes taken . ae on: She wife a lif; is made of thofe who have the moft votes, amount- 
by ballot. ; | . Four members. Chofen in the ftate in general. ing to double the members to be chofen ; the plurality of this 
" he td * | lick is fufficient to decide. If two have an equal number of 
——~ : " anes ee So. AE RE RE NSS A Ts votes the governor has a cafting vote. 
10 et as SM | bythe feparate refolution of the two houfes, each houfe B iftriGt 5 3 i | | . 
rd | ate y the diftri& ; in which they ought to refide. ‘The ftateis | | es 
| | MassacuusertsM Kit ba having a negative upon the propofition of the other. The | divided into as many diftricts as members, and ought to furnith ree apes ek ee page, , and after one trial the electors 
ve | votes taken by ot ‘a UNDE, | ae choofe from among the candidates him who has the moft votes. 
ieee eee ee 





















Seven members taken from a preliminary nomination of dou- ner: toe 
ble the number made by the people. Nomination, and the majority of votes. 


fe y By hy difting vote of each houfe taken by ballot. 
_* : By the ballot of the two houfes affembled. Two members in the whole ftate. | The majority is neceffary. 
| At firft by the feparate fuffrages of the two houfes ; if the - 
. | : > y Two members, chofen each in a diftri€t where they fhould Th jority i ffary in th ity i 
tht 8 y e majority is neceffary in the firft effay, the plurality in 
: rar si by - number of votes; and by ballot in both | pave refided. ie a the Sie y 1 he E z 


“! - - _— a en a ae a ce . 
At firft by the feparate fuffrages of the two houfes ; if the ff ken fi iftri | 7 
' | : y en members taken from as,man diftriéts, without regard . 
do not agree, then by the ballot of them united. to place of refidence. ee | * The plurality fafhices. 
- .. ." ‘ ELL LL ALLL eer CL LL NE A 
tt or ein i fometimes taken by ballot, and fometimes | Five members chofen in the whole ftate: The plurality. 
. : eens eaten tapes TES LOO ICEL I LL TL EET LAT 
Thirteen members for as many diftriéts, without regard to 
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* q . 












- The manner is not yet determined by the law. Hitherto the | 
ts shestionapers beta made by feparate refolutions, and by their | place of refidence. The firft election is made by the whole The olurali 
votes given viva voce, By the conftitution of Pennfylvania thefe | ftate ; the fecond by the diftriét ; the third by the whole ftate; e plurality. 5 


elections are required to be made viva voce. the fourth by diftri€; the fifth the fame. 














ain By a general ballot. { One member. ‘The plurality. 
x: he tele 6 Rice re. the fenators mutt be of the Eaft Eight members for as many diftricts. | | The plurality. 
Bye fue. "The ma sa sed — taken and examined Bots Seven chofen in two diftrits, where they muft have ‘The plurality. : , 
ae 7h Fe oat halle ‘ peers pasar a " as many diftri€ts, where they rr The on SE : 
) i econ wie | peel oa chofen in as many diftriéts, where they mutt | ) | a The plurality. 
: bi 2 A(icknems eee Ca ier Paannkeaa corte © ue ee eee PRE PNNDeAsN SESE ned a : Be 
sci Carouina. 7 a By general ballot. aoa. for as many diftriéts, without regard to refi- The plurality: | 
Groreia . By, general ballot. Two members in the whole ftate. ; The plurality. aime 
The plurality. ; 





TENNESSEE. . | By general ballot. One member. 
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